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/l /IS wiff lrR pkasud lo 
send '{OU • , , • • , • 
This material is available for distribution, in limited quantities, to local committees 

YOU WHO FEEL SECURE - a 12-page illus
trated brochure explaining the activi
ties and problems of the NRS. 

PICTURE FOLDER which graphically shows 
the problems presented by the refugees 
and how they are met by the NRS. 

(Both above folders are available for 
local fund camapaigns). 

SOCIAL WORK TODAY: Special Issue, Decem
ber 1959, a compilation by leaders in 
refugee work of articles on "The New Im
migration to the United States". 

REFUGEES, ••• 1959 ~the Annual Report of 
the President and Executive Director of 
the National Refugee Service. 

REFUGEE ENTERPRISES - six mimeographed 
pages on the · contributions refugees are 
ma.king to the econo~ of the United 
States, citing maIJi1 examples of refugee 
firms that are bringing new skills to 
the American market as well as furnish
ing employment to American workers. 

"THE EJIIGRE PHYSICIAN IN AMERICAN MEDI
CINE" ~ reprint of a letter from the 
chairman of the National Committee for 
Resettlement of Foreign Physicians to the 
Journal of the American Medical Associa-

. tion. 

"REFUGEES BUILD U,S, INDUSTRIES" -- a 
one-page reprint of an article in Busi
ness Week of April 27, 1940 describing 
the . effect of refugee participation in 
America's business world and giving a 
picture of the general program of the 
NRS. 

"NEW AMERICANS IN VERMONT" Dorothy 
Canfield's warm and touching story of 50 
refugee children who spent a summer in 
the hospitable homes of Bennington, Vt. 
Readers Digest, Febrmry, 1940. Repr1n t, 

"IN A STRANGE LAND" -- an excellent 
bird's eye view of the human side of the 
refugee question and of the organization 
efforts that are being 1113.de to assist the 
newcomers. Written by Kathryn Close and 
published in Survey Midmonthly for Decem
ber, 1959. 
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Of/D WORK CDES ON. • 
T his community bulletin is being distributed at a time when we are 

receiving questions from a number of communities throughout the 
country regarding the status of rei-ugees in the United States in 

the light of the intensified war situation. 

The transfer of the Immigr.aticn and Natura.l.ization Service from 
the Department of Labor to the Department of Justice has naturally. 
caused some speculation, The required registration of all non
citizens and the widespread talk about Fifth Column activities have 
also contributed to a feeling of uncertainty. During the pa.st few 
weeks we have gone .into every possible aspect of the question and 
feel that we can make· a statement of reassurance to any whose ques
tions may still be unanswered. 

We are confident that the transfer of immigration matters to the 
Department of Justice will not materially affect or alter the Gov
ernment• s traditional policy in this area. This expectation is sub
stantiated by the statement of Attorney-General Robert H. Jackson 
who said_, in part, when his department took over the immigration ser
vice! 

"I cannot emphasize too strongly that it is the duty of a department 
which claims to be a Department of Justice to deal with the non
citizen in this country without prejudice, without malice and with 
scrupulous fairness ••• No greater disservice to the cause of American 
unity and defense can be perpetrated than the wholesale arousing of 
hate against persons of foreign birth who have been attracted to 
this country by our promise of American opportunity." 

I nformation on migration matters constitutes a more ~eal source of 
uncertainty and confusion. At the moment the swiftly moving in
ternational situation makes it impossible to forward to our com

mittees accurate details on refugee immigration to this country, 

We wish to em}ilasize that in the meantime the resettlement act
ti vi ties of the National Refugee Service will move forward without 
interruption. Resettlement quotas pledged by communities throughout 
the United States will be absorbed for some time to come by the 
large numbers of refugees now in New York City and by those who will 
probably continue to arrive from countries of temporary haven. 

In these difficult times it is especial;l..y vital that we do not 
relax our efforts to assist the new immigrants in making a complete 
adjustment among us. 

Executive Director 

No. 1. 

• 
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J11~VC~~T17.ilhJ _klt)JJj "'Uf._difhjflflI 
COMMUNITY COOPERATION ASKED FOR SURVEY 

t 

The National Refugee Service is about 
to undertake a comprehensive survey of 
business enterprises financed and managed 
by refugees in order to measure the effect 
of refugee immigration ·upon our national 
econoll\,V. 

A sample survey of 505 firms in the New 
York area has already shown that in add
ition ~o purchasing American machinery and 
raw materials, th·ese refugee enterprises 
create new jobs and new products. In the 
505 firms studied, 2,000 or 75 percent of 
the 2,700 persons employed are American 
workers. (Mimeographed material on these 
firms is available upon request.) 

This preliminary survey has demonstrat
ed the importance and usefulness of 
gathering this information on a national 
scale. Local committees working with the 
NBS are therefore being asked to cooperate 
fully in the accurate compilation of this 
mterial. 

Prompt and complete returns on the 
questionnaires that are being sent out 
from New York will enable the NRS to ed
ucate the public on the facts concerning 
refugees in industry. 

No more favorable light has been thrown 
on the refugee situation than the document
ed report of Frederick T. Birchall which 
appeared in The New York Times and which 
explained the role of refugees in Canada's 
econo~. 

Between 5,000 and 6,000 refugees have· 
entered Canada since Hitler took the Sude
tenland, Birchall points out. They have 
put to work an investment of $20,000,000 
in industries that principally supply the 
foreign market. 

Fine Czechoslovakian glass-ware, beet
sugar refining and period furniture are a
mong the refugee enterprises that are en
riching Canada's economic life. The re
port concludes with these words: "Canada 
is taking advantage of the greatest op
portuni ty that fate ever presented to a 
new nation." 

Before the internment of Germans and 
Austrians in England that came with the in..
tensification of the War, refugees who 
started factories and businesses increased 
trade and employment in England. The amount 
invested in Britain by 1200 refugees was 
estimated at 12,000,000 pounds lil the 
August 1959 issue of the Economist. 

Sir John Hope Simpson said, before the 
internment began, that refugee enterprises 
gave employment to 25,000 British workers 
who would be otherwise unemployed. Within 
a few weeks after internment an estimated 
2,000 British workers were affected by the 
closing down of refugee industrial estab
lishments. 

Valuable information of this 
assembled for the United States 
ports are made on each refugee 
and industrial undertaking. 

type can be 
only if re

commerc ial 

Here are some examples of refugee enter
prises: 

NEW JERSEY: A refugee who came here 
from Berlin with almost no capital and a 
secret formula for treating wood to be used 
in smoking meat products is now supplying 
packers with his products. His business 
employs 150 Americans. 

LOUISIJi.NA: Arthur Denes, known in Aus
tria as the "Paprika King", sowed 200 pound 
of his precious pepper seeds in the rich 
soil of Southern Louisiana. His business is 
prospering and promises to develop into a 
large scale enterprise. 

MASSACHUSETTS: The Marwa ltnitting llills 
began operations in Lawrence two years ago 
with a few ma.chines brought from Germany. 
Since then new machinery has been bought 
and more than 50 persons hired and trained 
in the unique production methods of the 
firm. 

NEW YORK: Alt Wien, a restaurant on E. 
79 Street was given a very favorable review 
in the Sun's column on cafes, where it was 
pointed out that Herman Leopoldi (who 
kissed the ground when he reached New York) 
is a "first-rate entertainer" from Vienna. 

) 
' 
' 

RESETTLEMENT OF PHYStCIANS 
MOVES AHEAD lN KENTUCKY 

Medical authorities in Kentuck;y have 
tentatively agreed to accept for practice 
in that State qualified refugee physicians 
who have passed all three parts of their 
National Board examinations. This is con
sidered an encouraging development in the 
resettlement program of the National Com
mittee for the Resettlement of F~reign 
Physicians, which is administered by the 
NRS. 

The program of the Committee calls far 
the settlement of emigre physicians in rural 
areas where adequate medical services are 
lacking. It is planned to offer communit
ies refugee doctors who have had externe 
or internship experience or are otherwise 
fitted for serVice in specific communities. 
The physicians, according to the plan, will 
live for a month or two in the community 
where they can acclimate themselves before 
beginning practice. 

\ 

WOMENS CLUBS 
TO A\D REFUGEES 

Through the National Feder ation of Bus
iness and Professional Women's Clubs, bus
iness and professional women among the re
fugees resettled by NRS will be welcomed 
and given job placement guidance in local 
com.llluni ties. 

Arrangements for this local cooperation 
have been made by the national organiza
tion. NRS will send to the National Feder
ation of Business and Professional Women's 
Clubs the names of women who are leaving 
New York for resettlement. 

Local committees are urged to take ad~ 
vantage of this generous offer of hospi
tality by acquainting the Department of 
Field Relations with business and profes
sional women who have already been reset
tled on a national scale. The committees 
will next hear from the local branch of 
the Business and Professional Women's Club. 

7 

A swwnary of suggestions on eiD
ployment work, designed for lay com
mittees in communities without pro
fessional workers, is being prepared 
and will be mailed under separate 
cover to the local committees in the 
near future. It will include a dis
cussion of techniques involved in 
placement> retraining, and self-sup
port. 

Local communities have requested 
a means of clearing unfilled jobs 
for which there may be no qualified 
applicants among the refugees res
ident in a particular community. 
Similarly there has been a request 
for a medium through which might be 
publicized the qualifications of 
emigres with special skills for whom 
suitable opportunities may not exist 
in a specific area. 

A necessary preliminary to the 
establishment of this type of ex
change is a comprehensive survey of 
refugee placement work as it is 
function:i.rig in the different commun
ities. ~estionnaires to obtain th11 
information will reach you shortly. 

Pka.se f?.e1tt~mlr.et 
COMPLETE OOOPIB!TION FBOM COMMITTDS Ill 

assembling the necessary information on re
fugee enterprises (described fully in the 
article appearing on page 2) will insure 
the success of this important project. 
Please return to the NRS the questionnaires 
with the requested details as soon as pos
sible. 

IN ORDER TO SEND YOU MATERIAL FOR USE IN 
adjustment programs, we should like to have 
the name of the person in your local com
mi ttee who is handling this work. (See page 
3). 

NEWS OF SELF-HELP AND SELF-SUPPORT pro
jects for refugees in your locality should 
be sent to the NRS. Valuable suggestions 
to other communities can be forwarded in 
this way. (See page+). 

Mss 2, The Georgia Farm School and Resettlement Bureau Records, The Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History at The Breman MuseumCuba Family Archives
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~JNfJ.NM.1l"~~}VCz~TSEfJ}lJKS 
HELD AT PITTSBURGH JEWISH WELFARE CONFER.ENCE 

Heal thy discussions of local and nat
ional problems in resettlement and com
muni ty care of the refugee featured the 
National Conference of Jewish Social Wel
fare at Pittsburgh, laying the groundWDrk 
for increased understanding and more eff
iciently functioning relationships between 
communities and the National Refugee Ser
vice. 

A detailed discussion of "Local OJ'
ganiza tion for Re~ee Service• was given 
by Samuel A. Goldsmith, Director of the 
Chicago Jewish Charities. Mr.Goldsmith 
had sent questionaires on the volwne and 
the financing of local refugee work to 35 
communities. The answers provided a valu
able picture of the impact of the refugee 
problem on the established agencies of the 
Jewish communities in these cities. 

Mr. Goldsmith pointed out, in connection 
with the regional and state resettlement 
program, that "Something very interesting 
is taking place and will continue to :take 
place, namely -- first a growing interest 
on the part of metropolitan Jewry in the 
Jewish communities of their state or region 
because they establish a practical working 
relationship with these small and scattered 
Jewish communities; and second, the pos
sibilities or spreading the doctrine of 
good social work through this collabora
tion between the large and small towns". 

Other aspects of resettlement were 
studied by a g[Ollp of representatives from 
local and national refugee agencies. 

llost of the discussion centered around 
the obligations of the NRS in its case-work 
procedure preliminary to resettlement. The 
informal discussion was summarized by 
Jacob Kravitz, Acting Director of the Re
settlement Department of NRS, who stated 
that the NRS acts as an intake de:t:artment 
for the whole country and that it desires 
to face criticisms or its procedures in 
order that they ~ be corrected. There 
was also a valuable exchange of ideas on 
the question of affiant responsibility and 
on techniques developed in various communi
ties for making this responsibility clear. 

Another fruitful seminar was the special 

ment and placement problems. A sw:mnry of 
the session showed that: 

1. Lay committees are widely used and 
serve a useful purpose in refugee place
ment. There should be a greater exchange 
of information on the organization and,_ 
functioning of such committees. 

2. Retraining of refugees for new 
occupations is vitally needed. Modest be
ginnings in this direction have been made 
in a few communities and the results will 
merit careful attention. There are some 
definite dangers to be avoided in retrain
ing--apprenticeships at sub-standard rates, 
conflicts with union groups, etc. 

5. More inform tion needs to be dis
seminated on refugee enterprises, especial
ly on self-support plans and loan proced
ures. 

4. In general a greater centralization 
and a closer coordination are needed be
tween communities and the various pl.ace
ment agencies with respect to jobs avail
able, refugees with outstanding abilities, 
plans and techniques for pl.a.cement, etc. 

Concretely the seminar recommended the 
issuance of a regular "Clearance Bulletin" 
centralized in NRS, covering the whole 
field of refugee pl.a.cement, self-support 
projects, statistical data., etc. 

Two informal sessions were held, attend
ed by the NRS field staff and the region
al and state field secretaries, to discuss 
ways and .. means of further integrating the 
national services of NRS with the regional 
services. The field staff of the NRS, 
continuing to expand its services to re
gional c..nd state organizations, will in
terpret NRS policies and give guidance in 
administrative and financial problems and 
advice in practical organizational sit
uations. 

The final session of this meeting was 
devoted to a survey or specific resettle
ment practices in various regions. Gen
eral satisfaction as to the value of the 
meeting was indicated in plans for a long
er institute to be held in the fall. 

Q{p[uq f;miQ1is fo /"-~( af 
SUGl;ESTIONS FOk 

LOCAL PROGRAMS 
Are the newcomers in your community 

learning English? Are they making Ameri
can friends? Do they have opportunity to 
continue cultural interests? Are they 
participating in and contributing to the 
cultural life of the community? Are they 
gaining some knowledge of the United 
States -- its history, geogra:EilY, and 
social customs? All of this will bring 
them closer to America and American life. 

Trie needs of the refugee and the re
sponsibilities of the community are gen
eral, even though the adjustment process 
of newcomers to an American community 
varies with the structure and resources 
of that community. Most communities have 
become aware of the fact that not only 
must the Jiiysical well-being of the re
fugee be provided for,but also his social 
and cultural needs. 

MaJzy- local committees have developed 
excellent resources and successful pro
grams in this direction. A mutual ex
change of infoI'llBtion concerning working 
programs will prove helpful to other com
munities throughout the country. 'lhe 
Division for Social and Cultural Adjust
ment of the National Refugee Service can 
serve as the clearing house for such in
formation, and can afford guidance in the 
formulation of programs and the creation 
of new resources. 

In- line with a resolution adopted by 
the Board of Directors of the National 
Refugee Service, this Division is prepared 
to assist with specific suggestions in 
the development of local adjustment pro
grams. In the main, the fundamental idea 
is to facilitate the absorption of new
comers into the normal going activities 
of community life. 

As a matter of .convenience the adjust
ment needs of the refugee have been class
ified as follows: 

1. A knowledge of the English language. 

2. An acquaintance with American life 
and the local community in which 
the newcomer is settliilg. 

5. An opportunity to utilize leisure 
time by participating in cultural 
pursuits. 

4. Recreational and educational guid
ance for children and young people. 

5. Opportunities to participate in re
ligious activites. 

6. Aid in arranging for suitable liv
ing accommodations. 

In view of these general needs, the fol
lowing materials are being prepared for 
the use of the local committees: 

1. "The American Way" - A Biblio
gra}ily for the Use of Newcomers. A 
51-page list of fiction and non
fiction dealing with the develop
ment of America. (Now availble 
upon request.) 

2. Practical suggestions to help com
munity organizations and individuals 
to extend hospitality to recent re
fugees. 

3. Outline of study courses covering 
American history, geography, in
dustry, and economic and cultural 
patterns of our national life. 

4. Information concerning available 
non-fiction films on America,with 
an evaluation of these films and 
suggested programs for showings for 
newcomers. 

5. Selected experiences and practices 
of communities in their adjustment 
work with refugees. 

So that the material which we wish to 
make available to local committees 
reaches proper hands, will you please 
send to the Division for Social and Cul
tural Adjustment of the National Refugee 

(Continued on J>a&e ::>) 

l.. ... m•e•e•t•i•n~g~c·all--•e•d•to ... di .. s•cu .. s•s--•r•e.t\tg~:e.e---e~m~p-l~o~y--__ :.,_ ______________________________________________________ ~------------~----------------------~----------~----~~~~~ 
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B.,r~-~Ti·~J --o j·~ ~rs CAPITAL LOAN COMMITTEE SUGGES\S 
lJ..W.ll,. .91 ~ Hl.~1 GENERAL GUIDES TO LOCAL GROUPS 

The Capital Loan Committee will co
operate with local committees in granting 
loans to ref-ugees for business purposes. 
The Committee would like to suggest cer
tain procedures and guides for the hand
ling of loan applications. 

Refugees who apply for loans should 
have an adequate knowledge of English and 
an understanding of business methods and 
economic conditions in this country. 

The Capital Loan Committee has adopted 
a policy of limiting loans for each fa
mily unit to a maximum of $750. .An ex
ception can be made where special cir
cwastances require it. 

Local committees are requested not to 
apply for loans for $50. or less, but to 
grant such sums from their own funds. 

All applications are to be submitted 
to the Capital Loan Committee of the NRS. 
These d.atails should be included: 

1. Names and ages of each member 
of applicant's family. 

2. Address of applicant. 

Self-help projects, utilizing special 
skills of small groups of refugees, have 
been set up with the help of various com
mittees and have proved successful fin
ancially and from the point of view of 
orientating the newcomers socially. Ef
forts to discover handicraft skills a
mong refugees, particularly women, have 
been very successful. 

In LOS ANGELES: "The Lapel Gadget" 
business was established to sell n~vel
ties made by refugees. In the first three 
months 200 department ~tores thro~out 
the United States bought $4,500 worth of 
the products. Cooperation from Hollywood 
was very helpful -- pictures of Sonja 
Renie, Shirley Temple and other stars 

5. Date of arrival. 
4. Permanent or vistor 1 s visa. 
5. Applicant's educational back

ground and employment history 
in Europe. 

6. Applicant's employment history 
in the United States. 

7. Full details of proposed busi
ness plan. 

8. A review of efforts to obtain 
from the client's affiant or 
relatives the funds required. 
stating reasons why ~hese 
efforts were unsuccessful. 

The local committees must participate 
in the loan to the extent of at least 50 
per cent of the total amount requested ~7 
the client. The committees are also ex
pected to give preference in collecting 
the loan to the share granted by the Cap
ital Loan Committee. Wherever possible 
the client is expected to procure two co

signers for the laon. 

It is the responsibility of the local 
committee to supervise the development of 
the business and follow up the collection 
of the loan. 

wearing the lapel trinkets, were used in 
sales promotion. 

Forty men and women are now steadily 
employed. An original loan of $1,000 
from the Los Angeles Coordinating Com
mittee has been repaid and a surplus of 
$800 has been accumulated. 

In line with this a "Hobby Lobby" 
night for refugees was held at Friendship 
House to which the newcomers were invited 
and asked to bring things they could make. 
The response was so enthusiastic that 
plans are being made to establish a whole
sale industry. One man brought a log 
cabin made from gingerbread. Within two 
weeks 85 such houses had been sold at $5. 

(Continued on Ng8 5) 

SOCIAL ADJUSTMENT 
(Continued from page 3) 

Service the name of the person or the 
head of the committee concerned with the 
social and cultural adjustment of newcom
ers in your community? If no provision 
ha.s been made in your community so far 
f~r this type of service, please desig
nate someone to whom we can direct the 
orientation materials. 

It has been shown that the healthiest 
attitude and the ioost successful basis 
for the adjustment of refugees is to wel
come them into the normal activities of 
the communitv just as we would welcome 

~' •t newcomers from some other American ci y, 
rather than to create exclusively refugee 
programs. By making newcomers feel at 
home we are not merely serving, but we 
are also providing them with t ls oppor
tunity to make contributions out of their 
own background and experience to America 
and American life. 

I.ELF-HELP 
(Continued from pa&e 4) 

In CINCINNATI encouraged by a year of 
.=.::==~--' II unexpected success, the "Four ?orners 

committee is moving forward with its 
profitable shop where the s!lle of needle
work contributes to the independence or 
more than 20 emigre families. 

In KANSAS CITY a lay group, in an· ef.
fort to facilitate the integration of re
fugees into the community, has organized 
"Trade Winds" to train emigres in special 
types of services and to maintain an em
ployment service for them. 

The INDIANAPOLIS Committee has set up 
a refugee handicraft exchange where candy 
bead work, clothing, gloves and other re
fugee-made articles are sold. 

In DETROIT the Opportunity Guild ar
ranges the sale of needlework through 
exhibits which include merehandise from 
55 cents to $5.50 in price. 

Please advise the NRS of similar pro
jects in your community. 

5 

In cooperatinn with the Jewish Agri
cultural Society, the National Refugee 
Service is assisting refugees through a 
farm retraining program and by partici
pating in the financing of farms for re
settlement. Accompa.n;ying this issue of 
the Bulletin is a pamphlet "Refugees" 
prepared by the Jewish Agricultural 
Society. 

Refugees who are trained and exper
ienced farm hands but who have no cap
ital are loaned funds for investment in 
land and equipment by the JAS and the 
NRS. 

Refugees who have had no previous 
agricultural experience but who are 
ada~table are being retrained at farm 
schools. They receive short, intensive 
courses in poultry, dairy and vegetable 
farming. It has been found that refugees 
on poultry farms have done well and this 
fact should be borne in mind in consider
ing the suggested procedure outlined be
low. 

Since funds are limited, the NRS is un
able to place retrained farmers without 
the assistance of local communities. Here 
are some suggestions for procedure in ex
tending this assistance: 

1. The community should secure a satis
factory farm for the refugee, making 
the initial down payment. It ohould 
be a farm with a long time amortiza
tion and a low interest rate mortgage, 
such as a Federal Land Bank mortgage. 

2. Equipment and stock should be sup
plied on the basis of a secondary 
loan, which may be ma.de 'by the local 
community in cooperation with the JAS 
and the NRS. 

3. The refugee-farmer will depend, of 
course, on neighboring farmers and 
local agricultural county agents for 
advice and encouragement in carrying 
out the enterprises. 

Communications rel.a.ting to the farm 
program should be addressed to the Agricul
tural Committee of the National Refugee 
Service. Mss 2, The Georgia Farm School and Resettlement Bureau Records, The Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History at The Breman MuseumCuba Family Archives
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~~t!1'ng a Mw Start witb a o{gan 

This map of Florida shows the 
results of an especially con
structive state program of 
helping refugees set up small 
businesses. The Capital Loan 
Committee of the NRS partici~ 
pated in a number of loans to 
these firms. 

BELLE GLADE 

• 

A map similar to the one above but showing the whole United States would 
be dotted with small refugee business ven~ures - a watchmaker, a circulating 
library, a toy manufacturer, a travel service and scores of others - estab
lished with the help of loans from the National Refugee Service. 

During the first six months of 1940, 531 loans totalling $78,993 were made 
by the Capital Loan Committee of the NRS to businessmen, physicians, farmers, 
social workers, and students. In the same period increased collections from 
previous borrowers amounted to $10,150. 

The list of enterprises, taken from a six-months' report, begins with a 
tailor who was extended a $100 loan and ends with a toy manufacturer who was 
granted $500. The list includes, among the 100 firms established, a candy 
manufacturer, an importer, an art restorer and a laundry service. 

Loans to physicians totalled $29,645 and were made in 249 instances. More 
than 100 loans amounting to $7,200 were extended to persons being retrained in 
new vocations. Eight musicians and three farmers received grants from the 
loan committee. 

GmmunifyEullelin 
Issued by the NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC., a beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal 

Vol. I. 

~CAT-JON 
/NAMER/CA 

August 15, 1940 

Fifteen happy kids of all creeds - the sons and 
daughters of Viennese doctors and Berlin salesmen -
left the hot stone and steel of Manhattan and spent 
two wonderful weeks during July at the governrrent 
housing project in Greenbelt, Maryland. They were 
taken into the homes of the people there, who invit
ed them to t heir model community to see "democracy 
in action". 

This was only one of many vacation opportunities 
at camps, on private estates and in homes throughout 
the country,arranged by the Division for Social and 
Cultural Adjustment of the NRS with the aid of other 
agencies. 

Recognizing the need of newcomers' children to 
see America's skies and fields, the Division placed 
at the disposal of cooperating commit~ees camp re
sources in various p;i.rts of the United States which 
had been secured together with the American Commit
tee for Christian Refugees and with the cooperation 
of the American Camping Association. Children for 
whom it was impossible to find opportunities outside 
of New York were directed to nurseries, playgrounds 
and playschools. 

No. 2. 

WESTCOA$T 
TO PLAN FOR 
INl!IIGHATIOK 

The arrival in Seattle of 84 ref
ugees on a Japanese steamer early in 
August emphasized the need for a 
program to meet the new immigration 
situation on the West Coast. 

A meeting will be held in the 
near future to formulate a cooper
ative plan among West Coast reset
tlement committees for the absorp
~ion of new arrivals from the Far 
East. 

In the emergency, Southwestern 
Field Representative Louis Berdansky 
was assigned to assist Seattle in 
handling the situation. He has now 
been replaced by the regular Western 
field man, Arthur Fishzohn. 

San Francisco, Seattle, and Los 
Angeles are expected to come into 
play as new ports of entry for ref
ugees completing the trans-Siberian 
route from Europe and for those com
ing directly from Shanghai. 

This new development, it is anti
cipated, will place added emphasis 
on the whole resettlement program, 
since emigres will be distributed 
directly from the Western ports to 
the surrounding reg~ons, as well as 
from New York City. 

W"e wish to repeat our request 
that committees send us mater
ial for the Community Bulletin 
that will be of interest and 
value to other communities. 
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The American Neurological Association 
at its recent annual meeting unanimously 
passed a resolution urging State Boards of 
Medical Examiners to "create a uniform po
licy with regard to refugee physicians, so 
as to make possible the wide distribution 
of these physicians to those places where 
they are needed throughout the land." 

The resolution urged that the State 
Boards change their regulations "in the 
direction of the recommendations made by 
Dr. David L. Edsall ( Honorary Chairman of 
the National Committee for the Resettle
ment of Foreign Physicians) in his article 
on "The Emigre Physician in American Medi
cine'," which appeared in the Journal of 
the American Medical Association March 23, 
1940. 

The National Committee for the Reset
tlement of Foreign Physicians, administer
ed within the framework of the NRS, was 
described in the resolution as "a compe
tent agency for diverting the unfit among 
the refugee physicians into non-medical 
fields thus making it possible only for 
those who are fit in training and person
ality to be considered for examination." 
It was urged that the Committee be "util
ized as a clearing house for information 
in regard to available emigre physicians 
for specific placements." 

Since the resolution was passed, in
creased difficulties of placing refugee 
physicians have forced the National Com
mittee to restrict its sponsorship to a 
limited group. These physicians must be 
men of unusual qualifications for whom the 
possibility of establishing a practice 
within a reasonable time is extremely good. 

Refugee physicians represent less than 
.6 percent of the practicing physicians of 
this country, the resolution stated in 
support of its recommendation, adding that 
at least 2,000 communities in the United 
States are "in need of immediate medical 
staffing which in large part cannot be 
supplied by the graduates of our own medi
cal schools." 

The American Psychiatric Association 
heard an exposition of the refugee physi
cian1 s problem by Dr. Lawrence S. Kubie, 

who explained that legal barriers were 
thrown up by State Boards in the early 
years of refugee immigration. At that 
time there was no organization to assist 
t he newcomers and each immigrant doctor 
and his friends wrote innumerable letters 
to many states, creating the impression 
that hosts of physicians were entering the 
country. 

'JJ.ychologY o/ I.be J?eJugee 
Why do many refugees feel an emotion

al compulsion to cling to the past after 
they have reached this country? Why do 
some ,Americans feel that "refugees live 
above their incomes"? What accounts for 
the seemingly inexplicable attitudes of 
some newcomers toward those who are try
ing to help them? 

These are only three facets of the 
total problem of the refugee's relation
ship to his new homeland and its people. 
An understanding yet penetrating analy
sis of the social and cultural difficul
ties of the emigre, is presented in "The 
Psychology of the Refugee" by Gerhart 
Saenger. Reprints of the article, which 
appeared in the Contemporary Jewish Rec-
ord for May-June, 1940,are available in 
limited quantities. 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
165 West 46th Street 

New York City 

Joseph P. Chamberlain William Rosenwald 
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David H. Sulzberger 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 

Alfred I. Esberg Morris Wolf 
William K. Frank 
Vice-Presidents 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Paul Felix Warburg 
Secretary 

William Haber 
Executive Director 
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mA Su({'cess fftaltoNns 
The National Refugee Service is a beneficiary of the 1940 Unit- URGE FULLEST 

ed Jewish Appeal, together with the Joint Distribution Committee 
and the United Palestine Appeal. The ability of the NRS to contin- CQQPERATJON 
ue to meet the minimum demands made upon it will depend entirely 
on the success of the U .J .A. campaign to raise $23,000,000. IN 1940 DRIVE 

The quarterly reports of the NRS have reiterated the fact that, regardless of 
the effect of international developments on the volume of immigration, this agen
cy must anticipate a steady increase in expenditures for financial assistance and 
other services to refugees in this country. The NRS must be prepared, in fact, 
to expand its capacity to aid emigres who are making an adjustment to America 
during these difficult times. 

Recognizing the national scope of our problem, we must exert every effort to 
marshall financial resources on a national scale to meet the problem adequately. 

On behalf of refugees who are in this country and of those who will arrive in 
future months in need of substantial assistance, the National Refugee Service 
takes this opportunity to urge upon its friends and co-workers full cooperation 
with the United Jewish Appeal. 
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01/lolierllostebOfJferthllf«eSern"re 
EMJGRES GAIN With the opening of the new Quaker Hill hostel in Richmond, TIME TQ PLAN Indiana, the American Friends Service Committee added to its fac

ilities for refugee adjustment. Already in operation arr Scat-FQR FLJTU RE t ergood Hostel in Iowa and Sky Island, a summer camp at Nyack, 
New York. 

The Quaker hostels offer an integrated yet informal program to the 
Located as they are in purely Am rican regions they assure a maximum of 
with the life and customs of the country. Quaker Hill and Scattergood 
date 40 refugees each. The usual stay is three to four months. In each 
emigres are welcomed in the Quaker homes nearby ~ in Scattergood these 
erally farm homes, in Richmond the Quakers are largely middle class and 
sional people. 

refugee. 
contact 
accomo

the 
are gen

prof es-

Classes in English, Civics, American history, etc. are conducted at the hos
tels. There is also practical retraining; household repairs and gardening for 
the men, shopping and cooking for the women. The greatest value of t he hostels, 
however, is in the respite they give to the refugees, the period they grant for 
planning his future course and the contacts he makes with the people in sur
rounding communities. Since the inception of Scattergood in the middle of 1939 
about 70 refugees have found shelter there. A placement worker is connected 
with the hostel staff whose duties are to contact potential employers throughout 
the Midwest. Through his efforts 38 refugees have ~en placed in jobs. 

There are no limitations on hostel referrals. 
families are accepted. 

Single persons, couples and 

The Quaker summer camp, Sky Island, 
Refugees go there for a two-week period. 
summer. 

has accomodations for forty persons. 
From 150 to 200 are accomodated each 
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Non,.,citizens toReg&tvr alter Aug. 'O 
Non-citizens, who are required by the Alien Registration Act to register within four 

months after August 27, 1940, may do so at any first or second class or county-seat Post 
Office in the United States. Aliens do not have to register at the Post Office in their 

FIRST ENTERPRISE own neighborhood, unless they desire to do so. 
Post Offices will be open in the evening to enable QUERY ANSWERED people who work to register after working hours. 

BY N.J. DAIRYMAN 
nr am a college graduate, was 

an insurance and mortgage broker -
could not make my living in the 
City. Since starting here I gave 
work to American industry for 
$3,000 ••• " writes the refugee own
er of a New Jersey dairy farm on 
the questionnaire he received from 
the National Refugee Service ask
ing for information about his bus
iness enterprise. 

"Buying a milk cooler for $300" 
the new farm ,;;r continues, "plumb
ing $700, lumber $1,000, building 
a silo for $700, and buying farm 
machinery $500. Through the 
boarding of 25 people I give quite 
some business to different stores 
here." 

Just such specific information 
is requested in the questionnaires 
that are being sent out to commu
nities which have refugee aid com
mittees and to as many refugee 
firms as are known to the NRS. 

The value of this survey has 
been demonstrated in England and 
Canada where similar studies 
showed that refugee capital and 
ingenuity create employment for 
native labor. There is no better 
reply to blanket charges that ref
ugees are taking jobs away from 
American workers than to be able 
to prove that refugees have in
creased total employment in this 
country. 

It is expected that there will 
be many more replies such as one 
from a New England knitting mill. 
The refugee owner, who was able to 
invest $50,000 in the business, 
reports that he is now employing 
25 Americans and one refugee. 

The Alien Registration Division of the Depart
ment of Justice, of which Mr. Earl Harrison is 
Director, has prepared a green, four-µige Regis
tration form #1, which will be in the hands of 
every Postmaster in the United States by August 
12, 1940. The form will also be sent to social 
agencies, neighborhood houses and public schools. 

In addition, literature in more than 25 foreign 
languages will be posted in Post Offices and dis
seminated through the foreign language press and 
radio explaining to persons who have entered on 
permanent or temporary visas that they must regis
ter within ~our months after August 27, 1940. 

The first page of form #1 is a letter from Mr. 
Harrison to non-citizens advising them of the pro
visions and purposes of the Alien Registration Act. 
The second and third pages give instructions as to 
the replies to the 15 questions which appear on 
the fourth page of the form. 

This is a preliminary form to be taken home by 
the non-citizen and studied. The final and offi
cial form will . be filled in by the Postmasters in 
the Post Offices. The registrant will give the 
answers or will turn in his sample form #1 from 
which the Postmaster can copy the answers. 

In order to prevent racketeering and exploita
tion of the non-citizens, a list of social agen
cies and social workers in each State is being 
compiled for Mr. Harrison by a committee composed 
of representatives of national organizations. 
These agencies will cooperate with the Government 
by assisting non-citizens in answering questions. 

It should be noted that a non-citizen convicted 
of fraud or falsification in registering or one 
who willfully refuses to register may be fined up 
to $1,000 or imprisoned not more than six years, 
or both. 

Norf h?JJ)~st RIEsEirnJEMJENr koT;es 
FROM A FIELD MAN'S REPORTS 

We asked the Field Representative who 
had just arrived from the Northwest to 
tell us something about Jewish communi
ties in that region. He started to ex
plain that Jewish organizations there 
were small and "though many had not plan
ned to take part in a refugee resettle
ment program they were responding with 
encouraging •••• " then he stopped and said 
he could illustrate with this incident: 

"The train pulled into a place of a
bout 40,000 population just before sun
down on Friday. The two men I wanted to 
see were out of town. I started to walk 
to the synagogue to button-hole anyone 
who would listen to me. As I approached 
the building men were leaving. I grabbed 
someone and explained who I was and what 
I would like to discuss with them. 

"Everyone was called back and informed 
that they now had a minyan and that fol
lowing the services the newly-arrived 
tenth man wanted a short meeting to dis
cuss the program of the National Refugee 
Service. It turned out that although 
they already had one refugee family in 
that town, they wanted another - - and 
were anxious to build up their religious 
life and so were interested in engaging a 
refugee rabbi. •• " 

REGIONAL RESETTLEMENT 

Resettlement in the Northwest is com
ing more and more to be built around re
gional centers in Portland, Oregon, in 
Seattle, Washington, and Salt Lake City, 
Utah. These centers accept families and 
individuals sent from New York or from 
San Francisco and other West Coast port 
at which emigres are arriving from the 
trans-Siberian route. 

Field Representative Fishzohn, whose 
territory includes the Northwest, is ex
pected to participate in making arrange
ments to handle immigration and resettle
ment at various West Coast ports. 

Salt Lake City, formerly part of the 
San Francisco Region, is now the center 
of a new region which covers Utah and 
Idaho. Under the energetic leadership of 

Chairman James L. White and J.B. Arnovitz 
the Salt Lake City organization has un
dertaken an ambitious resettlement pro
gram. 

In Portland, where Max Hirsch is Gen
eral Chairman and Sidney Teiser is Reset
tlement Chairman, 10 units a month are 
accepted for redistribution. Seattle is 
making careful preparations for the hand
ling of emigres reaching that port on 
boats from Japan. Frederick V. Fisher is 
Chairman and Richard Lang is Resettlement 
Chairman in this region, which may be 
called upon to meet an increasing immi
gration. 

PROFESSIONAL WORKERS ARE EMIGRES 

Professional guidance in the two-cor
ner states of the Northwest is provided 
by Frank Bishop, State Field Representa
tive for Seattle and Washington, and by 
Kurt Schlesinger in t he Portland, Oregon 
territory. These men, both from Berlin, 
bring to their lia.son work between refu
gees and the committees their own experi
ences as well adjusted immigrants. 

More striking an illustration of the 
degree of organization and the resources 
available for refugee resettlement in a 
state like Oregon is provided by LaGrande 
which has two Jewish families. A field 
report lists the Jewish population as 11Max 
Turn and S .B. Zion (Mr. Turn is the chair
man). 11 

LaGrande adopted a quota of two units. 
One unit was sent and resulted in an un
successful placement ~ the refugee left 
the town and returned to Portland. In 
spite of this, the "committee" agreed to 
take the other unit. 

SERVICE TO CDMMUNITIES 

In communities such as these in the 
Northwest it is the hope of the NRS to 
provide consultative services to the com
munities through its Field Representative 
in cooperation with regional and local 
professional workers. These traveling 
representatives will assist communities 
in the problems of adjustment raised by 
refugees who a.re resettled by NRS. 

3 
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S01Ul'HE~N JABM OPJENID 
TO REFUGEE FAMIUES 

An offer to settle refugee families on 
a 3,600-acre farm in a Southern state has 
already resulted in definite plans for the 
first family to leave New York at the be
ginning of September. 

The family will operate a 25 acre farm 
equipped with a house and farm implements 
for a trial period. Dairy, poultry, and 
vegetable produce will be marketed by the 
refugee farmers in a nearby town. It is 
expected that if the plan works out 
smoothly additional experienced or re
trained refugee farmers will be taken from 
time to time. 

St/:ouir 1/elugees 
Cdit ouJnJ5~per 
The vague process of "facilitating ad

justment" is brought right down to earth 
through the publica tion of a mimeographed 
bulletin, "Self-Aid", by the Immigrant 
Self Aid of St. Louis. The bulletin is 
written by and for recent immigrants and 
has parallel columns in German and Eng
lish. 

The August issue explains the Social 
Security Act, how to take care of a re
frigerator, what library facilities are 
available in St. Louis, and the plans for 
using a lounge for recreational and cult
ural activities. 

11It is planned right now," the leading 
article states, "that on two evenings of 
the week we shall have short lectures 
which may serve as foundation for inter
esting discussions. Perhaps every second 
week some music. Occasionally a chess 
and checker tournament. 

"There is a radio, but only in the 
conversation room, the smaller playground 
being reserved only for players and read
ers. Twice a week we are not doing any
t hing, just sit and listen and play and 
talk. Twice a week we have American and 
Self-Aid hostesses who will try to get 
you acquainted. 11 

The United States Committee for the 
Care of European Children has designated 
250 centers throughout the country where 
detailed information can be obtained on 
the plan for bringing British-born and 
other children from England to the safety 
and peace of American homes. 

If there is no information center in 
your community, address any inquiries or 
questions directly to the United States 
Committee for the Care of European Child
ren, 215 Fourth Avenue, New York City. 

32411}egi.suratN~SmJul;p 
The report of the Central Reception 

and Information Division of NRS for 
July shows that a total of 9,467 cases 
were in the office during the 22 work
ing days of that month. 

Of the 3,242 applicants who regis
tered for service, 2,364 or 73 percent 
were refugee clients and the other 27 
percent were relatives or friends. The 
report indicates that 3,242 cases were 
cleared in Central Index and of these 
67 percent were known to NRS. 

JREVlISllNG OVJR MAilING LHS!L'S 
The questionnaire sent to committees 

affiliated with the NRS asking for accur
ate mailing lists has brought an encourag
ing response. Three hundred communities 
out of 750 replied before August 1, the 
date set by the NRS for return of the 
questionnaires. 

A total of 500 names of members of lo
cal refugee aid committees has been sent 
in to the NRS. Another 100 names of in
terested community leaders have been list
ed on returned forms. 

It is hoped that committees that have 
not yet responded to the questionnaire 
will return the forms with the requested 
information immediately. 

Your committee may wish to circulate the Community Bulletin to its members. 
A limited number of additional copies of this and future issues of the 

bulletin will be sent to your committee upon request. 

;. 

ng<?nui{y 
WINS j018~ FOJR RJEFUGIEES 

Some of the techniques necessary in the 
placement of refugees in employment are 
illustrated by the following stories taken 
from the records of the NRS Employment De
partment. Individuality of treatment and 
a little ingenuity often result, as they 
did here, in placements. 

J.B., the record states, is 25, mar
ried, his English fair, has a degree of 
chemical engineer from a French university 
~ no ~ark history. Orders that come into 
the NRS for chemists invariably require 
previous experience. Six referrals failed 
The situation seemed hopeless. 

J.B. was t hen interviewed in connection 
with a resettlement job making i nsecti
cides for a tobacco company. It would be 
necessary, of course, to inform the poten
tial employer that Mr. B. had had no ac
tual work experience. However, a plan was 
worked out to offset the negative aspect 
of this statement to the employer. 

Mr. B. was sent t o t he library to read 
all available literature on insecticide 
chemistry with special reference to the 
tobacco industry. 

He then drafted a letter to the employ
er explaining that although he had not had 
any actual experience in industry, he had 
a reading knowledge of the field. He ex
plained further to t he prospective employ
er that he would be abl e as he went along 
to secure additional inforrration that 
would be needed for the work. 

J.B. got the job. -·-An instrument maker asked 
to him machinists who could 
assemble small metal parts. 

to have sent 
produce and 
He insisted 

t hat only machinists with experience in 
making and handling very small precision 
instruments be sent. 

No individual whose experience could 
satisfy the specifications was listed in 
the active files. When he was asked about 
applicants with other types of work exper-

ience, the employer said he did not be
lieve that machinists other than the type 
he had specified would be able to do the 
work. ..... . .._ 

It was suggested that watchmakers be 
given try-outs at the work. Watchmakers 
were referred and a placement resulted. 

A draftsman was placed on a temporary 
resettlerrent job with a firm of ticket 
printers. In the course of deal ing with 
the firm, it was learned that it designs 
and builds its own printing presses. 

Several months later an applicant was 
regis t ered with a work history that in
cluded three years' experience as an as
sembler with a German firm that built 
ticket and postage stamp equipment. 

A letter was sent to the resettlement 
committee in t he place where the American 
printing firm was located. Through the 
local committee t he printer was notified 
of the availability of this worker. The 
employer was interested and has arranged 
an interview with t he applicant. 

194-0 dmmigration 1Jrop1' 
Immigration in 1940 declined 15 per

cent from t he 1939 total. Latest offi
cial figures show that immigration for 

permanent settlement from all countries 
for the fiscal year ending June 30,1940 
was 70,756 as compared with 82,998 for 
1939. The annual quota for all count
ries is 153,774. 

Immigrants whose country of last 
residence was Germany (including Aus
tria) numbered 21,520 for 1940. This 
is a decrease of 36 percent from the 
1939 figure of 33,515. The annual 
quota for Germany-Austria is 27,370. 
The excess in 1939 over the quota limit 
for Germany is due to t !1e entrance of 
immigrants to whom visas were granted 
under the 1938 quota. 
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. ~<fugees Will CelehraleA Mw Year 
The clatter of machine guns will be 

heard above the sound of the Shofar in 
many cities and lands as Jews turn toward 
a 'New Year. 

Throughout our own country congrega
tions will gather in peace. Many Jewish 
communities have arranged to have at 
t heir New Year's services families and 
individuals who have escaped to America 
from the flames of Europe. 

The Division for Social and Cultural 
Adjustment of the NRS was able last year 
to fill 2,800 requests by refugees for 
opportunities to join in High Holy Days 
services. Hundreds of local committees 
affiliated with the NRS are now making 
available to refugees an opportunity to 
Brooklyn Sections of the National Coun
cil of Jewish Women, and with the whole
participate this year. The Division this 
year anticipates nearly 5,000 such re
quests and, aided by the New York and 
hearted cooperation of congregations 
and rabbis, expects to fill a large 
proportion of them. 

As the intermediary between the emigre 
and the religious community the Social 
and Cultural Division attempts to find a 
congregation in the immediate vicinity of 
the refugee's home. Choice is also given 
as t o t he type of congregation, orthodox, 
cons ervative or reformed. 

Many congregations have already 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 
165 West 46th Street 

New York City 

pro-

Joseph P. Chamberlain William Rosenwald 
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David H. Sulzberger 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 

William K. Frank 
Vice-Presidents 

Morris Wolf 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Paul Felix Warburg 
Secretary 

William Haber 
Executive Director 

vided twenty-five to fifty tickets with 
out solicitation. By making available 
these opportunities to attend the servic
es so important to every Jew, rabbis and 
temples are expressing a goodwill and 
fellowship by which they not only gain 
the gratitude of t he refugee but make a 
concrete contribution toward his happi
ness and adjustment in his new home. 

NRS TO PARTICIPATE 
\N REGIONAL MEfTINGS 

In the next few weeks the ~ational 
Refugee Service will participate in the 
f ollowing regional , state, and zone meet-
ings at which refugee probl ems will be 
discussed. 

Sept. 29 - Zone meeting at Zanesville, 
Ohio. NBS Field Representative Fred 
Schreiber will take part. 

Oct. 6 - Zone meeting at South Bend, 
Indiana, of combined South Bend- Gary, 
Hammond-Fort Wayne East Chicago Zone. Sol 
Blumenthal and NRS Field Representative 
Fred Schreiber will participate. 

Oct. 6 - Delaware State Meeting at 
Wilmington, Del. Harry Greenstein will 
take part. 

Oct. 13 - Zone meeting at Atlantic 
City, N.J. at which Ephraim R. Gomberg, 
Director of Field Relations for NBS, and 
Lionel Silverman of the Eastern Pennsyl
vania region will be present. 

Oct . 13 - Zone meeting at Schenectad~ 
N.Y. Edward Vajda, NBS Field Representa
tive will participate. 

Oct. 20 - Texas State Meeting at San 
Antonio. Erich Warburg, Dr. Haber, Mr. 
Gomberg, and NRS Field Representative 
Louis Berdansky will participate. 

Oct. 21 - City meeting at Memphis, 
Tennessee,at which Mr. Warburg will speak. 

Oct. 22 - State meeting at New Or
leans, Louisiana. Mr. Warburg will take 
part. 

•• 

. ) 

Community 1Julle(in. 
Issued by the NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC., a beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal 

Vol. I. September 15, 1940 No. 3. 

At a conference on August 25 in San 
Francisco attended by West Coast leaders 
in refugee work and representatives of 
the National Refugee Service plans were 
laid for the handling of the new immi
gration at Pacific Coast ports of entry. 

The meeting was called to meet prob
lems raised by the arrival at San Franci& 
co and Seattle within the past five weeks 
of 300-400 refugees from Europe and the 
far East via Siberia and Pacific routes. 
With steamships from the Orient booked up 
to January 1, it is estimated that immi
gration will continue at a rate of ap
proximately 500 each month. 

In line with its policy of servicing 
refugees at ports of entry, the NRS has 
from the first, aided immigrants on the 
West Coast in cooperation with local com
munities. The program worked out at the 
conference is tased on resettlement from 
San Francisco and Seattle, in the same 
way that this is being done at two other 
entry ports, Miami and Boston. 

Refugees entering West Coast ports are 
to be distributed to the 10 Western and 
Pacific states ~ Washington, Oregon, 
Cal ifornia, Montana, Idaho, Nevada, Utah, 
Arizona, Wyoming, and Colorado. The 
monthly. resettlement quotas of these 
states are to be filled, as far as possi
ble with refugees entering Pacific ports, 
in accordance with the principle of non
selective resettlement. 

Information on detention and exclusion 
of immigrants at West Coast ports is to 
be cleared through the Migration Depart
ment of NRS. 

Participants in the conference includ
ed William Haber, Executive Director of 
t he National Refugee Service, Alfred I. 
Esberg, Chairman of the San Francisco, 
California Regional Committee, Paul Bis-

(C~ntinued on Page 2) 

., 
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NRS in touch with Canadian Inlernee.r 
Cigarettes, books, games, pocket money 

and, above all, information about their 
chances of getting into other countries 
are the immediate needs of almost two 
thousand Jewish refugees from Germany and 
Central Europe who had been interned in 
England as aliens and were then sent to 
internment camps in Canada. 

Inquiries on the location of internees 
in Canada should be sent to the National 
Refugee Service. Through the National 
Executive Director of the ·United Jewish 
Refugee and War Relief Agencies of Canada 
it is hoped to have each Jewish internee 
fill out a card with information about 
himself. These cards would then be sent 
to the NRS, which would pass on the in
formation to friends and relatives. 

Canadian officials have no authority 
to release internees. These decisions 
are now ma.de by the Home Office in Eng
land and by English Examining Boards. If 
release is recommended the internee, un
der present laws, must be sent back to 
England before he can be set free. Nego
tiations are, at present, being carried 
on with liason officers to see if release 
of friendly aliens"may be effected direct 
from Canada if they are eligible for an 
American or other visa. 

Of the ten internment camps in Canada 
five contain Jewish internees. Reports 
indicate that the camps are intelligently 
and humanely conducted. Where Jews and 
non-Jews are interned together there have 
been no reports of fricti on or discrimin
ation. Orthodox Jews have been subjected 
to certain inconveniences, since general
ly the camps have no methods of procuring 
kosher meat. However, in at least one 
camp a separate kitchen had been estab
lished for preparing kosher meals. 

Arrangements for construction jobs and 
farm work ·are being made in SOJl'e camps 
for which internees will be paid at the 
rate of 20¢ per day. Classes in English 
and other subjects have been organized by 
the internees themselves. Magazines and 
books are available but in inadequate 
quantities. 

Many of the internees are expecting 
United States visas in the near future -
in one camp 250 out of 330 had quota num
bers coming up or had affidavits. This 

is, of course, a major problem for these 
internees. Having once reached America, 
they do not want to be sent back to Eng
l~d for official release before being 
allowed to re-emigrate to the United 
States or some other refuge in this hem
isphere. 

COAST CONFERENCE 
(Continued from Page 1) 

~inger, Vice-Chairman of the San Francis
co Committee, Frederick V. Fisher, Chair
man of the Seattle Emigre Committee, Lud
wig Schiff, Regional Chairman of the Los 
Angeles Emigre Committee, Sidney Teiser, 
Placement Chairman of the Oregon Emigre 
Service, and Mrs. Maurice Goldman, Presi
dent of the National Council of Jewish 
Women. 

Professional workers attending the con
ference were Chas. Schottland, Executive 
Director of the Federation of Jewish Wel
fare Organizations of Los Angeles;Sanford 
Treguboff, Secretary of the San Francisco 
Committee for Service to Emigres; Hyman 
Kaplan, Executive Director of the Federa
tion of Jewish Charities of San Francis
co, and NRS Field Representatives, Louis 
Berdansky and Arthur Fishzon. 

NRS Field Representatives have been on 
the scene of activity at the Western port 
since the immigration began, and it is 
planned that the NRS will provide super
vision and guidance for refugees who 
leave the Coast for a community outside 
the Western States. 

The cooperation of San Francisco and 
Seattle were praised by Dr. Haber on his 
return to New York. 11 These communities", 
he said, "have already made available all 
their resources for handling this prob
lem." 

Further procedures will be determined 
in the coming weeks after experience in 
meeting specific problems has accumula
ted. 

') 

I 

REFUGEES LEARN AND EARN 
T~ROUGH SELF-HELP PROJECTS 

FROM BALTIMORE ..•••• 

comes a description of the Home Worker's Exchange established by the National Coun
cil of Jewi sh Women in April, 1940. 

The initial step was the opening of a shop, housed in the YM & YWHA building. Here 
are sold baked-goods, preserves, handicrafts, floor wax, cosmetics, noodles, etc., 
any saleable article of good quality made at home by emigres. A re fugee manager and 

Nigra!ionS~rv1Ce.r 
The National Refugee Service 

through its Migrati on Depirtment han
dles international and national mi
gration problems which include: 

Advice and assistance concerning 
migra tion to and settlement in other 
parts of the world. 

Evaluation of prepared affidavits 
of support and other papers involved 
in migration work. 

Consultation on migration matters 
with t be NRS staff and with refugee 
aid committees throughout the United 
States and abroad. 

Migration staff members do not 
make a practice of preparing affi da
vits of support in the New York met
ropolitan area. When affidavits and 
other documents in refugee cases are 
forwarded for examination to the area 
workers of t he NRS Migration staff, 
the NRS stands ready to service these 
committees and to forward the neces
sary documents abroad or to the State 
Department. 

In accordance with an arrangement 
recently concluded with the Hebrew 
Sheltering and Immigrant Aid Society 
HIAS will take responsibility, except 
in special circumstances, for appeal
ing cases of immigrants excluded at 
ports of entry. HIAS, as well as the 
NCJW and other agencies, will do the 
actual work of preparation of affida
vits of support. 

The NRS will continue, as in the 
past, to refer requests for dock ser
vices to the National Council of Jew
ish Women and to HIAS. 

volunteers from the NCJW conduct the project. 
The NCJW pays for phone, supplies, a car to col
lect merchandise, and other incidental expenses, 
deducting 10 percent from proceeds as partial 
coverage. 

In cooperation with the Department of Educa
tion of Baltimore a summer class in llParty Ser
vice" was conducted, teaching preserving, can
ning, table setting, salad, dessert and hor 
d' ouevre making and serving. In addition, the 
Exchange now has refugee workers available for 
sewing and mending, fancy needlework and child 
care. 

FROM LOS ANGELES .•.... 

"Friendship House" reports on the anniversary 
of its first year of ope r ations. Founded by the 
Beverly Hills Auxiliary #245 B'nai B'rith, 
Friendship House had placed over 600 refugees in 
temporary and permanent domestic jobs by July, 
1940. 

Its first project was a domestic science 
class for wcmen, followed by a gardening course 
for men. The house has also acquired an automo
bile which is used for transporting itinerant 
gardeners to work and for teaching emigres how 
to drive. 11HobbyNights" conducted by Friend
ship House, a sort of fair for the sale of ref
ugee products, have gradually developed a grow
ing handicraft industry among emigres in Los.An
geles. Beginning with baked goods and ca~dies, 
progressing into the "Lapel Gadget" business, 
now developing a t hriving toy industry, Friend
ship House is looking forward to the holiday 
season by working on band ma.de gloves, English 
type woolen socks, crocheted table sets and sim
ilar articles. 

These economic activities are supplemented by 
a broad program which includes English classes, 
a forum for the emigres, religious services and 
festivals, varied social services, children's 
camps placements and a half a dozen other activ
ities. 
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UJA OPENS DRIVE 
FOR FULL 1940QUOTA 

Our work goes on~ Under this emphatic 
slogan the United Jewish Appeal opens its 
fall and winter campaign with more than 
1 200 communities throughout the country 
p~rticipating in the effort to raise the 
$23,000,000 required in 1940 for overseas 
relief and rehabilitation and for carry
ing out the refugee program in the United 
States. 

Despite the problems and difficulties 
created by the war, the National Refugee 
Service, the Joint Distribution Committee 
and the United Palestine Appeal, which 
constitute the UJA, are carrying on an 
unprecedented life-saving and life-re
building task on a wide front. The U.J.A 
underscores its statement that "The only 
f'unds which will not reach Jews in need 
are the funds that have not been contri
buted. Unpaid pledges will not save 
lives, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
or shelter the homeless." 

Success of the 1940 drive of the UJA 
is vital to the National Refugee Service. 
The increasing demands made upon the a
gency forecast a deficit for the year 
even if the full UJA allocation is re
ceived. The pressure of the refugee pro
blem makes it imperative that the NRS ex
pand its services in a number of direc
tions. For example, it must provide 
broader retraining facilities for refu
gees as preparation for resettlement. It 
must intensify its adjustment and place
ment activities on behalf of emigre phy
sicians, scholars and scientists. It 
must broaden resettlement and provide ad
ditional services to the committees in 
the local communities. 

PQE-EXAt11NATlON 
The pre-examination procedure for 

aliens going to Canada to effect a 
change of status which was discontin
ued in July 1, 1940, has now been re
established. Pre-examination is also 
in effect for Cuba. Pre-examination en
ables an alien in the U.S. on a tempor
ary visa, who is the spouse, parent or 
minor child of an American citizen, to 
enter Canada or Cuba to secure a United 
States non-quota or preferential quota 
visa. 

Domes "I<_eac!Y.. for 80 
inHondurarProfecf 

The Ref'ugee Industrial Settlement has 
made an arrangement with the British Gov
ernment for the establishment of a handi
craft industry in British Honduras. Homes 
for the first 80 families have been fin
ished. 

The first group of 80 visas for Brit
ish Honduras will be issued only up to 
December 21, 1940. The NRS and its local 
committees have been asked to cooperate 
in finding applicants for the 80 visas. 
Interested persons should apply to the 
Refugee Industrial Settlement, 165 West 
46th Street, New York City, at the ear
liest possible moment. 

Special preference will be given to 
men and women skilled in handicrafts such 
as embroidery, lace making, novelty and 
accessory .making, wood carving and cabi
net making, forestry and tobacco growing. 
It is planned to have the factories oper
ated on a cooperative basis. 

Preference will be given to {a) those 
who have no prospect of migrating to the 
Unit ed States or any other country {b) 
those who are temporary visitors in the 
United States or other countries exclud
ing Germany (c) those applications of in
dividual per sons will be considered if, 
due to circumstances, they have been se
parated from other members of the family 
who will later be reunited in t he settle
ment (d) those for whom relatives are 
ready to cover the necessary costs. 

The sum of $600 per family unit is re
quired to cover the cost of all admi nis
tration expenses, instruction in training 
school, a new house with approximately 
ten acres of land to become the property 
of the settlers after a period of five 
continuous years of residence. Meanwhile 
there will be no rent_ to pay. Arrange-

Arrangements have been made for p~y
ment of $300 in advance and the remaining 
$300 to be paid from 1945 to 1950. This 
ten year plan has been made possible by a 
mortgage loan of $25,000 from a charit
able fund. 

The settlers will have their own commu
nity. English will be the official lan
guage and after five years the settlers 
will become British citizens. 

'Quanza ''R'!fug~es WinSafafr in US.A. 
Eighty-three refugees ~ Czechs, Bel

gians, Poles, Frenchmen, Rumanians, Rus
sians ~ are now on the soil of the Uni
ted States, rescued from a repitition of 
the S.S. St. Louis tragedy of last year. 

These 83 passengers aboard the Portuguese 
steamer Quanza were allowed to land at 
Norfolk, Virginia on September 14, after 
they had been refused admission at the 
Mexican port of Vera Cruz. 

These people, who had been under bom
bardment in every part of Europe, boarded 
the Quanza in Lisbon on August 9 with vi
sas for Central and South American coun
tries and wi t h the permission of Mexican 
authorities :in Portugal to change ships 
at Vera Cruz for their final destination. 

The Quanza first dropped 100 passen
gers in New York, but was prohibited from 
landing t he refugees at Vera Cruz because 
t heir transit visas for Mexico had not 
been approved by the Minister for The In
terior. 

AT NORFOLK 
As t he ship steamed out of Vera Cruz 

for Norfolk to load coal for the return 
to Portugal, the refugee aid committee 
in Mexico City appealed to the National 
Refugee Service, the Joint Distribution 
Committee, and other national organiza
tions in New York to help the emigres 
when t hey reached Norfolk. 

When the Quanza docked at Norfolk,Miss 
Cecilia Razovsky of the National Refugee 
Service and representat ives of other na
t i onal agencies were on the pier waiting 
to assist in carrying out decisions that 
were being discussed in Washington. Mean
while, appeals from relatives and friends 
of the passengers and from organizations 
acting in their behalf were being sent to 
t he State Department and the Department 
of Justice in Washington to prevent their 
return to Europe. 

The State Department, at the inter
cession of t he President's Advisory Com
mittee on Political Refugees, authorized 
the admission of four child passengers 
under 16, who were to be under the charge 
of the United States Committee for the 

Care of European Children, of those who 
had valid visas for countries in this 
hemisphere, and of persons who could be 
considered political ref'ugees according 
to standards set by the President's Ad
visory Committee. 

A representative of the President's 
Committee and officials of the Department 
of Justice arrived in Norfolk to super
vise the examination of each case by spe
cial boards of inquiry. Hearings lasted 
four days, during which the State Depart
ment in Washington established the valid
ity of at least 35 visas for other coun
tries. More visas may still be deter
mined to be valid. Passengers with visas 
for other countries were granted a 60 day 
stay in the United States. 

All the passengers were finally per
mitted to disembark. Families, separated 
by a few feet of water while the Quanza 
lay at anchor with no one allowed to en
ter or leave the ship, were reunited in 
joyf'ul and tearful scenes when the ref'u
gees came down the gangplank. The Nor
folk refugee committee and the Norfolk 
Section of t he National Council of Jewish 
Women offered the refugees hospitality in 
t heir homes until they were able to leave 
for New York and other points by boat, by 
train, and by a bus chartered by the NRS. 

Only the first step has been complet
ed in this story charged with the drama 
of ~unwanted~ people who found an oasis 
in t l:leir flight. The NRS is temporarily 
assisting some of the refugees in New 
York. The re-emigration of these people 
to their final desti nations must still be 
accomplished. 

PICTURES---~ 
Pictures of your city or town ~ its 

homes and stores and factories, its peo
ple and their everyday life ~ are needed 
by the NRS to acquaint prospective reset
tlers with America. 

Here's an excellent opportunity for 
camera fans to take some shots of your 
town, and with a little imagination a 
good cameraman could build up a series of 
pictures on the life of a refugee family 
successfully adjusted to your community. 
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Social Agencief Aid in l(egi.rtration 
DEPT. OF JUSTICE MAY 
RULE ON SOME PROBLEMS 
RAISED BY ALIEN ACT 

Many problems have arisen since fin
gerprinting and registration of non-ci ti
zens began on August 27. Anticipating 
these difficulties, a number of national 
social agencies met with Department of 
Justice officials before the Alien Regis
tration Act went into effect and offered 
their services as advisors to the aliens. 

The National Refugee Service, Nation
al Council of Jewish Women, HIAS, B'nai 
B'rith, Common Council for American Unity 
YWCA, International Inst.i tutes, and other 
national organ iza t i ons participating in 
this work emphasize t heir purely informa
tional· capacity. They can explain the 
l aw to t he alien before he registers, 
point ing out the serious penalities in
volved in non-compliance and the possible 
results of registration for aliens lack
ing J egal status. All final decisions, 
however, must be ma.de by the alien him
self. 

It should be noted that the Act al
lows a four months period for registra
tion. It is expected that within a month 
or two several problems will be cleared 
up by rulings from the Department of Jus
tice. One such point which is being dis
cussed at present is whether refugees who 
have been held in concentration camps, 
either in 11protecti ve custody" or charged 
with violation of the racial laws or not 
charged with anything at all, must list 
themselves as criminals under Question 14 
on the form. 

The registration period also allows 
time for change of status of certain ali
ens who may be classified as illegal at 
·=pres.ent. Aliens who entered the country 
illegally prior to July 1, 1924, can have 
t heir entry legalized in accordance with 
a law enacted August 7, 1939. 

The Registration Act allows the Attor
ney-{}eneral discreti ·:,nary powers in the 
suspension of deportation of aliens. Any 
alien failing to register for fear of de
portation seriously prejudices himself if 
he ever requires this clemency. 

All ~ersons in doubt as to citizenship 
status are advised to register. If sub
sequently, definite evidence of citizen
ship is secured t he registration will be 
cancelled. Failure to register, however, 
will make such a per son who is not a cit
izen subject to the penalties of the Act. 

The Department of Justice has issued a 
small pamphlet "Questions and Answers on 
Alien Registration." All persons inter
ested in aiding aliens in registering 
should procure copies of this by writing 
to the Alien Registration Division, Immi
gration and Naturalization Service, Wash
ington, D.C. 

U.S. CONSULS ISSUE VISAS 
\N SOME OCCUPIED LANDS 

United States Consuls 
sas at the present time 
countries and cities: 

are issuing vi
in the following 

Denmark •••••..••• Copenhagen 
'*Lithuania ••••.••• Kaunas 
*Latvia •••••..•... Riga 
Italy •.•.•.....•. Naples 
U.S.S.R ..•.•.•••. Moscow 

*These offices may be closed 
shortly. 

A Consul in Antwerp, Belgium is em
powered to give visas to applicants who 
can obtain exit permits from the German 
authorities. 

In the Occupied Area in France, Con
suls are issuing viaas at Nantes and Bor
deaux. Visas are probably being issued 
in Paris, though this has not been veri
fied by the U.S. State Department. In the 
Unoccupied Area in France, American Con
suls are issuing visas at Marseilles,Nice 
and Lyon. 

This information is, of course, sub
ject to sudden change. The NRS will try 
to keep you currently informed of new de
velopments. The Migration Department of 
NRS will be pleased to answer specific 
questions. 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC ISSUES VISA RULES 
The Dominican Republic, which for some 

time has not been issuing visas to appli
cants in Europe seeking temporary asylum 
in Santo Domingo, announced on August 1 
that, in accordance with the immigration 
laws and regulations of the Republic, vi
sas will be granted to: 

1. Nationals of other American 
Republics. 

2. Natives of European possessions 
in America. 

3. Persons who go through the Domin
ican Republic Settlement Associa
tion, Inc., DORSA, 165 Broadway, 
New York, as permanent settlers. 

4. Persons who are especially author-

ized after submission of a request 
for such authorization via the 
Dominican l"oreign uffice, Secretar
ia de Estado de Relaciones 
Exteriores, Ciudad Trujillo, 
Republica Dominica. 

Requests for special authorization 
must contain a description of t he type of 
visa (i.e. transient or permanent). If a 
transient visa is requested, the name of 
the country of final· desti1¥ition must be 
given. The applicant must state whether 
or not he possesses a visa for that coun
try. The applicant must cover the ex
pense for cables. 

Refugee cAgencie./DefinecAfjianf Po!t{y 
The pressure of people still in Europe 

and in countries of temporary asylum, 
hoping to secure visas for emigration to 
the United States, continues, and in fact 
is aggravated by the spread of war. The 
four agencies represented in the Consul
tative Council, the American Friends Ser
vice Committee, National Refu gee Service, 
American Committee for Christian Refu
gees and the Committee for Catholic Refu
gees from Germany, have therefore pre
pared a revised interpretation of their 
previous affidavit policy. 

These agencies and the affiliated 
committees throughout the country, are 
eager to be of assistance to the rela
tives and friends who wish to bring to 
this country some of those thousands who 
are desperately seeking asylum. In doing 
so, however, they must be guided by pro
cedures and regulations formulated by the 
American Consul abroad. 

The State Department is setting in
creasingly more rigid standards for fin
ancial responsibility on applicants for 
visas. Affidavits are thoroughly scru
tinized, and in many cases Consuls have 
requested that bank deposits and irrevoc
able trust funds be established. Fur
thermore, affidavits given some time ago 
have become out of date; they must be 
brought up to date and documentary data 
renewed or supplemented. 

In addition to these difficulties, 
steamship tickets for the United States 
of America must be purchased on neutral 
lines with United States dollars or other 
free exchange. These must be paid for by 
individuals since it is against the immi
gration laws for the immigrant to have 
his transportation paid by a committee or 
organization. 

The content of the affidavits required 
by our Consuls abroad indicates clearly 
that when an individual signs an affida
vit the ultimate obligation is his own 
personal responsibility. It is necessary 
for the affiants to demonstrate not only 
their ability but also their sincere in
ten tioh of caring for the immigrant after 
his arrival. Each community should em
phasize this fact to ·each prospective af
fiant and to those who have already sign
ed affidavits, and should communicate 
this information to lay leaders, workers 
and all other individuals who are direct
ly interested. 

Since, under our immigration 
ly persons who are not likely 
public charges may be admitted, 
responsibility that affiants 
informed of their obligations 
giving affidavits. 

laws, on
to become 
it is our 
are fully 

before 

5 

Mss 2, The Georgia Farm School and Resettlement Bureau Records, The Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History at The Breman MuseumCuba Family Archives



1200 UJA COMMUNITY CAMPAIGNS MOBILIZE 
FOR RELIEF AND RECONSTRUCTION 

Community-wide campaigns in Philadel
phia, Boston and Cincinnati are major 
events in the Fall phase of the intensive 
1940 fund-raising activities of the United 
Jewish Appeal for Refugees and Overseas 
Needs. More than 1200 local campaigns are 
now under way or being prepared to mobi
lize resources for the continuance of the 
program of refugee integration into the 
United States, relief and emigration from 
Europe, and Palestine up-building and re
settlement being carried on by the 
National Refugee Service , the Joint Dis
tribution Committee and the United Pales-

tine Appeal, beneficiaries of the UJA. 

Philadelphia, with the third largest 
Jewish Community in the United States, 
will inaugurate its UJA campaign on Nov
ember 10 with a quota greatly increased 
over last year. Drives in Boston and 
Cincinnati opened with presentations of 
the refugee problem by leaders in this 
field. 

Reports continue to 
offices of the UJA from 
have "gone over the top" 
quotas. 

come into the 
Communities that 
in meeting their 

Community 1Jullelin. 
Issued by the NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC., a beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal 

Vol. I. Octoher, 1940 

READIN:;. FROM LEFT TO RIG}IT are people waiting 
aboard the Qua.nza in Norfolk harbor for the 
word that finally came to allow them to enter 
this country temporarily. They were saved 
from forced return to Europe . Their faces 

tell the story. 

ffJ1!adelphiaOuakers Organize 
T eachihg Pr9/ecf mr Refugees 

An experimental teaching project to acquaint ref
ugees with American educational principles will be or
ganized at the beginning of November by the American 
Friends Service Committee of Philadelphia. 

It is expected that the project will be located 
in Philadelphia, where the Adult Education Project, 
the Y's and the University of Philadelphia are cooper
ating. Refugee families will receive hospitality from 
interested people in that city. A cooperative kitchen 
for the two major meals of the day will be set up. 

The persons to be selected for the project must 
not necessarily have had teaching experience but must 
have suitable personalities and the ability to trans-

(Continued on next page) 

No. 4. 

NRS NOTES ..... 
Latest information on migration 

matters is contained in Community 
Service Rel ease No. 2 issued October 
11 by the National Refugee Service . 
The r el ease, which may be obtained 
by writing to the NRS, covers Con
sular s ervice abroad, location of 
r el a tives, forwarding money to per
sons in Europe, r ecent information 
on alien r egis tration, int ernees in 
Canada, and other current topics. 

The Department of Field Rela
tions and the Resettlement DepErt
ment of the National Refugee Ser
vice have been merged into the De
partment of Resettlement and Field 
Relations under the direction of 
Ephriam R. Gomberg. Jacob Kravitz 
will be Assistant Director of the 
new department, Robert Dolins will 
be Assistant in Charge of Resettle~ 
ment, and Joseph Galkin will be 
Assistant in Charge of Field Rela
tions. 

A Manual of Information on Alien 
Registration has been published by 
the Common Council for American 
Unity, (formerly Foreign Language 
Information Service), 222 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City. Single 
copies cost 15 cents, copies in 
lots of 10 or more cost 10 cents 
each . The manual presents a thor
ough treatment of many problems 
that have arisen in connection with 
registration of non-citizens. 

A limited supply of the first 
three issues of the Community Bull
etin will be sent to communities 
that request back numbers . The 
National Refugee Service will wel
come suggestions from our readers 
on the form and content of the 
Community Bulletin. 
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NRS TO PAPT/CIPATE IN PEGIONAL MEETINGS 
The National Refugee Service will par

ticipate in the following meetings at 
which refugee problems will be discussed. 
Some of these meetings are sponsored by 
the Joint Distribution Committee and the 
Council of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds. These organizations have invited 
the NRS to take part in the program. NRS 
participants are listed. 

Oct. 20 - State meeting of Wisconsin 
Coordinating Committee at Madison , Wis . 
Ephraim R. Gomberg, Director of the De
partment of Resettlement and Field Ser
vice, and Field Representative Maurice 
Pearlstein. 

Oct. 20 - Texas State meeting at San 
Antonio , Texas . Erich Warburg, member of 
NRS Executive Committee, William Haber, 
Executive Director, and Field Represen
tative Louis Berdansky. Formation of a 
state organization will be taken up. 

Oct. 20 - Jersey City JDC Zone meeting. 
NRS Field Representative Edward Vajda and 
A. Harris, Director of Emigre Service Bu
reau of New Jersey. 

Oct. 21 - Indiana State meeting of 
Federation of Temple Sisterhoods in 
Evansville, Indiana. Ephraim R. Gomberg. 

Oct. 22 - Execu~ive Committee meeting 
of Louisiana State Refugee Committee at 
New Orleans. Erich Warburg and Louis 
Berdansky. 

Oct. 23 Memphis , Tennessee city 
meeting. Erich Warburg and Louis Berdan
sky. 

Oct. 27 Watertown, N. Y. JDC Zone 
Meeting . Edward Vajda. 

Nov. 1, 2 and 3 - West Central Region
al Conference of Council of Jewish Feder
ations and Welfare Funds in Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin. Cecilia Razovsky, Assistant 
to Executive Director; Ephraim R. Gamber~ 
George Wolfe, Administrative Assistant; 
and Maurice Pearlstein. Institute on 
Refugee Service for professional workers, 
November 1 and 2. 

Nov . 3 or 10 - Akron-Canton JDC Zone 
Meeting in Akron, Ohio. 

Nov. 4 - Minnesota Refugee Committee 
annual meeting in St. Paul, ~innesota. 
Ephraim R. Gomberg. 

Nov . 10 Vermont State Meeting in 
Burlington, Vermont. Edward Vajda and 
possibly Walter Bierenger, Chairman of 
Massachusetts Regional Committee. 

Nov. 16 - East Central States Confer
ence of the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds in Indianapolis, Ind. 
William Haber 

Nov . 17 Combined JDC - West Miss-
ouri and Kansas Resettlement Committee 
Meeting in Kansas City, Missouri. 

Nov. 21 Miami Refugee Committee 
Meeting in Miami. William Rosenwald, 
President of NRS , and Ephraim R. Gomberg. 

Nov . 24 - Florida State NRS-JDC Meet
ing in Jacksonville, Florida. William 
Rosenwald and Ephraim R. Gomberg. 

Philadelphia 
Teaching Pro_/ecf s 

(continued from first page) 
mit knowledge to others. Applications 
are to be made to Dr. Herta Kraus , Amer-
ican Friends Service Committee, 20 
Twelfth St ., Philadelphia. 

The ultimate aim is to 
trainess on an experimental 
ganize community colleges. 
has shown that at least 

utilize the 
basis to or

Experience 
half of the 

trainees obtain employment as a result of 
the instruction and the contacts made 
through such a project. 

Subject matter for which teachers are 
wanted includes Spanish, French, Italian, 
international relations, drama, community 
singing, instruction in piano, 'cello and 
voice, photography, sculpture, painting, 
weaving designing and dancing. 

.-

' • 

H~ll ITT~Rf Hf P~RI~: 
ON ITS SUCCESSFUL RETRAINING 
PROJECT FOR WOMEN 

About the middle of March, 1940, as a result of an investigation made 
by our Federation Placement and Guidance Bureau, we f ound that there was a 
need in Baltimore for experienced women operators of electric sewing or power 
machines. 

Conferences were held with local manufacturers, followed by a meeting 
with a member of the legal staff of the Wage and Hour Division of the Depart
ment of Labor, who discussed the legal requirements of the Federal government 
which would apply to a program of training power machine operators. 

The next step was to bring this project to the attention of the Direct
or of Vocational Education of the Baltimore School Board. A plan was devel
oped whereby the facilities ~f the Girl's Vocational School were to be made 
available from 3 :30 to 6:30 p.m . every afternoon. The School Board was to 
supervise the project and to bear the cost of placing their own instructor in 
charge. 

We then got in touch with the Baltimore Chapter of the American Red 
Cross and it was agreed that they would cooperate by furnishing cut material 
to be sewed by the trainees. The finished articles were then to be donated 
to the Red Cross. Similar arrangements for material were made with the Balt
imore French Relief Society and the Baltimore Friends Society. 

Our Federation Placement Service, which serves refugees and all other 
clients of our Federation agencies , handled the details of 
the project , which began operations on April 17. The pro
ject continued until the end of the school year, June 1, 
when permission was granted to extend the class through the 
summer months until August 31. 

Fourteen of the 24 women enrolled in the class have 
secured positions in private industry. Of the remaining 
10, 3 dropped out of the class, 2 are available fo~ work, 
3 secured work for a short time but then turned to posi
tions they preferred, and 2 have not been in the class long 
enough to qualify them for a position. 

On September 6 the School Board agreed to continue the class when the 
fall term opens . 

We believe the experiment has worked out exceedingly well. The finest 
part of the entire project was the whole-hearted cooperation we secured from 
the School Board for the use of public facilities in the retraining program. 
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REFUGEES RETRAINED FOR NEW VOCATIONS 
Often the refugee's most satisfactory 

adjustment to America is accomplished 
through a planned change of vocation. 
Moving in this direction, the National 
Refugee Service has cooperated with bus
iness, professional and lay groups in the 
recent establishment of three retraining 
projects. 

Dental Mechanics: Years of expensive 
schooling are usually necessary before a 
refugee dentist is eligible to take lie-

. e~sing examinations. While it is imprac
~ica~le to continue with dentistry here, 
it is equally difficult after years of 
professional specialization to adjust to 
work in fields totally unrelated to den
tistry. 

To meet this problem a course in den
tal mechanics has been organized to pro
vide individual instruction to former 
dentists for six months. A representa
tive of the New York City Board of Educa
tion has evaluated candidates and defined 
the content of the course. A well known 
commercial firm has contributed its lab
orato~y faciliti es and the NRS is paying 
the instructor and supplying the mater
ials. Thus far ten candidates have been 
chosen and more will be selected within 
the next few months. 

Maintenance Workers: A number of app
l~cants over 45 years of age are not 
likely to find employment in commercial 
or industrial work. Some of these have 
mechanical aptitudes. A project has been 
worked out with the Edenwald School for 
Boys to train these men as maintenance 
workers and handymen. Orders for such 
workers and for building superintendents 
have come to the NRS from employers in 
New York and other parts of the country. 
Prospects for the placement of the train
ees in this project are therefore good. 

Seven men are now being trained at the 
Edenwald School. The class meets five 
days a week and will last two to three 
months. 

Visiting Waitresses: Married women 
who must supplement their husbands' wages 
without having to neglect their own 
household responsibilities find positions 
a£ visiting waitresses particularly de
sirable. Under the auspices of the New 
York Section of the National Council of 
Jewish Women, ten waitresses are now 
being trained by volunteers in a private 
apartment. 

The trainees will be ready for referr
als to openings after six weeks training. 
Experience has shown that trainees are 
able to secure enough work to achieve a 
complete economic adjustment. 

Traf fie Deparfmenf 
Saves Money For 

NRS And Clienfs 
More than $25,000 has beelil. saved for 

the National Refugee Service and its cli
ents by the NRS Traffic Division, which 
makes use of the most economical means of 
transportation by bus, train, and boat. 

The Division arranges the schedules 
and rates for resettlers and handles the 
details of transporting the baggage and 
household effects of emigres arriving at 
various ports of entry in the United 
States. 

Substantial savings are effected by 
the Division through consolidation of 
shipments destined for one point through 
the signing of contracts with iocal and 
~ong distance movers, and through the ad
JUStment of claims for loss and damage to 
property. 

I 

1 

-. 

1 
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Although the United States Committee 
for the Care of European Children will 
oper a te on a much reduced basis f or the 
next few months--as a r esult of the deci
sion by the British Government to cease 
evacuation of children because of trans
portation dangers -- the Committee will 
continue to function, ac cording to its 
president Marshall Field. 

The Committee will t ake care of the 
children who have already come to this 
country and will help and advise persons 
who have brought children here under pri
vate auspices. 

The J ewish Refugee Committee in London 
is continuing to send refugee children 
from England to relatives in the United 
States on regular quota visas . The 
National Refugee Service is cooperating 
with the Lorna Phipps Movement in England 
in securing necessary documents and commu
nicating with relatives here to enable 
refugee children who receive quota visas 
to come to the United States. 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC . 
165 West 46th Street 

New York City 

Joseph P. Chamberlain William Rosenwald 
Chairman of the Board President 

David H. Sulzberger 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 

Alfred I . Esberg Morris Wolf 
William K. Frank 
Vice-Presidents 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Paul Felix Warburg 
Secretary 

William Haber 
Executive Director 

Farmer Physicians 
Will Undertake 

General Pesefflemenf 
Careful evaluations of refugee phys

icians by committees of qualified Amer
ican doctors have l ed to the conclusion 
that many of t he emigres will not be able 
to r esume medical practice i n this coun
try. Lack of command of English, age, 
absence from r ecent medical school train
ing, and lack of familiarity with Amer
ican medical methods contribute to the 
r efugees' inability to continue his pro
fession here. 

It is therefore felt that many r efugee 
doctors should utilize the same opportun
ity for general r esettlement that has 
been made available to l avvyers , account
ants and other profess ional s . While it 
is hoped that many physicians and dent
i~t~ can be r etrained as laboratory tech
nicians, dental mechanics and physio
therapists, former phys icians who re
settle are expected to accept any type of 
work, as are other applicants for general 
resettlement. 

The r esettlement of physicians may 
bring a challenge to local committees and 
their members, for they may be called 
upon to explain patiently to the re
settler the futility of hoping to prac
tice medicine and the neces s ity for find
ing non-medical work and for making a 
general social adjustment to the commun
ity. Becuase of the high calibre of 
these individuals, it can be anticipated 
that on the whole they will make success
ful adjustments . 

When former physicians are referred 
for resettlement, the letter from the 
National Refugee Service will give local 
committees the specific facts in each 
case as a guide to facilitating the new
comer ' s integration into the community. 

ARRIVED WITHOUT V1SA 
The NRS has learned that Racine, Wis

consin "had the honor of having its first 
newcomer without a r esettlement plan. A 
baby was born to one of the resettled 
families . " 
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~f~fllltmtn1 PRf~~ ~rn m L~mm ntt~ 
IN TRI-STATE REGION·· ·· 

Surveying its experience thus far, the 
Tri-State Coordinating Bureau, which cov
ers more than 100 communities in Western 
Pennsylvania and parts of Ohio and West 
Virginia, 6{:plains its program in a recent 
issue of its two-page publication , Facts. 
Under a headline RESETTLEMENT FIRST, EM
PLOYMENT AFTERWARD, Facts says : 

"On October first , the Tri-State Co
ordinating Bureau will start its third 
year. From this experience , one fact 
stands out:-- tha only way to keep the 
resettlement program moving is for each 
community to take the refugee first and 
meet the problem of finding work for him 
after he has arrived. 

IN WISCONSIN 
Volume I, Number 1 of the Resettlement 

News of the WISCONSIN COORDINATING COM
MITTEE has rolled off its mimeograph 
press with nine pages jammed full of in
teresting news about the day-to-day work 
of resettlement committees in Wisconsin. 
From its first page with a map of the 
state to the last page which carries a 
message by the Committee's Executive 
Director, Martin Sherry, the News is an 
excellent channel for exchange of local 
experiences. The News has a particularly 
interesting article entitled simply "Res
ettlementlf. Some excerpts follow: 

"Always where there is a successful 
adjustment you will find that some con
scientious member of the committee took a 
direct and personal interest in the fam
ily and helped it to get on its own feet. 

"A job is more easily found for a 
newcomer ?fter the local employers have 
met him, sized him up, and learned what 
he can do. Any Jewish community with 
sufficient interest and effort can find 
a way for a healthy, willing emigre to 
support himself. 

"We observed this fact again last 
month in New Castle, which accepted 
another refugee. The community thought 
the best it could do would be to find a 
day's work for the newcomer in each of 
six stores, to make a full working week. 
But after the man arrived, the committee 
discovered an opening for a kitchen 
helper in a local hotel. Result? He is 
working steady and the community is 
making plans to assist him in bringing 
his wife from England." 

-------------
Special comment must be made for Simon 
Horwitz who, with his committee, did an 
excellent job with a family past middle 
age. Only a few days after they arrived 
the family became self-supporting, and 
Mr. Horwitz immediately asked for another 
unit. That is. the type of spirit that 
should become contagious throughout the 
state. Kenosha has made a new start and 
has been able to enter its newcomer into 
a labor union so as to assure employment!' 

"The Central Coordinating Committee 
has the right idea in regard to resettle
ment. Whenever there is a social gather
ing, a picnic or party the newcomers are 
always invited and attend . ~he four 
walls of an appartment and a job are only 
part of our work. Each newcomer must be
come an old-timer ~ and the way to do it 
is to bring him into your social life. 11 

Number or A liens in US. Declines Shorp(y. 
There has been a decrease between 1930 

and 1940 of more than 42 percent in the 
number of aliens in the United States 
since 1930, according to estimates by the 
Department of Justice . There were 
6,284,613 non-citizens in 1930 and it is 
estimated 3,595,339 will register under 
the Alien Registration Act of 1940. 

Registration has been heavy thus far. 
By September 30, 1,004,779 aliens had 
registered -- approximately 28 percent of 
the number expected. Registrations aver
aged more than 50,000 per day. 

Estimates on the distribution of 
aliens in the United States today show 
that, in round figures, 500,000 are in 
New England; 1,500,000 in the three 
middle Atlantic States; 900,000 in the 
East North Central region; and 150,000 in 
the West North Central area . 

The South Atlantic States are estima
ted to have about 85,000 non-citizens; 
the East South Central 12,000; the West 
South Central 35,000; the Mountain States 
55,000; and the Pacific States 325 ,000. 

" I . .. 
{ 

UP-STATE NEW YORK MEETING CONSIDERS 
ECONOMIC ADJUSTMENT OF PEFUGEES 

Representatives of up-state communi
ties in New York, recognizing the need 
for accepting less employable refugees 
for resettlement, turned their attention 
at a meeting in Syracuse, September 22 to 
concrete ways and means of helping the 
newcomers make a satisfactory economic 
adjustment . 

Fifty persons attended a morning 
"clinic" session. Ben jamin Goldman, Ex
ecutive Director of the Jewish Welfare 
Society, which is conducting the refugee 
program in Buffalo, emphasized the need 
for communities to absorb Sabbath observ
ing refugees. 

Mortimer Adler, Chairman of the Roch
ester Coordinating Committee, read a 
paper at the session on business enter
prises in which he stressed his observa
tion that self-help business projects are 
among the most effective means of insur
ing the economic adjustment of less
employable refugees. 

Rochester and Buffalo, it was reporte~ 
have arranged to pay the cost of instruc
tion for refugees in defense training 
courses. It is expected that the knowl
edge and skills acquired through these 
courses will materially enhance the ref
ugee 1 s employability in all types of in
dustry . 

Cecilia Razovsky , Assistant to the Ex
ecutive Director of the NRS, spoke at the 
meeting on some of the dramatic aspects 
of immigration problems that have come in 
the wake of the European war. I. Hosiosky, 
Secretary of the NRS Capital Loan Com
mittee, and Field Representative Edward 
Vajda acted as consultants to the panel 
discussions. 

Local retraining programs were ad
vanced as an aid to economic adjustment 
for refugees who cannot obtain employment 
immediately or cannot begin a self-help 
business with a loan. Opportunity shops 
where newcomers work and l earn simultane
ously were cited as the type of local re
training that many communities can under
take. 

When the question of resettling Sab
bath observers was being considered, sev
eral participants stated t,ha~ they saw a 
positive need for absorbing these people 
as a measure to strengthen and invigorate 
Jewish life in their communities. 

The cities and towns represented at 
the meeting were Buffalo, Rochester, Syr
acuse Schenectady, Albany , Watertown, 
Osweg~, Poughkeepsie , ·and Utica. 

Professional Workers 
70Affend lnsfifufe 
On Re rugee Problems 

The first Institute for professional 
workers engaged in service to refugees 

has been arranged by a planning committee 
in cooperation with the National Refugee 
Service and will be held at the November 
1 - 3 West Central Regional Conference of 
the Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 

Main emphasis at the I nstitute will be 
on thorough exchange of experience among 
the professional workers in the West Cen
tral area, with NRS representatives offer
ing their services as consultants . 

The Institute Committee consists of 
Miss Rebecca B. Tannenbaum, of Milwaukee, 
Chairman; N. R. S. Field Representative 
Maurice Pearlstein, Secretary; Mrs. 
Marion Kreiner of St. Paul; Miss Frieda 
Romalis of St. Louis; Miss Emelia Levin 
of Kansas City and Sidney Cahn of Chicago 
George Wolfe, Administrative Assistant in 
the NRS , will help in the preparation of 
material for discussion . 

The regional plan for adjusting refu
gees and centralized distribution will be 
discussed at the opening of the Institute. 
Sessions will follow on economic adjust
ment, public relations, and case work and 
relief. 
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They Confr1bufe 
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Ravenna co h journals in 
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NRS PROGRAM DEPENDS 
ON LOCAL RESPONSE TO UJA 

Individual and community cooperation with t he 1940 fund
raising drive of t he United Jewish Appeal more than ever 
before has very real and immediate meaning for the whole pro
gram of helping refugees build t heir lives anew in America. 
This is true because the National Refugee Service, one of the 
beneficiaries of the UJA together with t he Joint Distribution 
Committee and the United Palestine Appeal, must now readjust 
its program of services to the financial resources made avail
abl·e through the UJ A. 

The serious cash situation confronting the NRS - ana
lyzed in detail in the July-September r epor t of the Executive 
Director -- has forced reductions in r elief budgets for 
families in need of 3ome temporary assistance. The shortage 
of cash receipts , moreover, has placed in jeopardy plans for 
adequately meeting clients' needs tha t have come to the fore 
in recent months. 

War, winter, intens ified persecution -- these have in
creased the problems of a world-refugee program and have 
placed a heavier burden upon the JDC and the UPA. The world 
situation and the trends in t his country i ndicate no diminu
tion in the responsibilities facing the NRS. A prompt and 
generous response t o the local appeals of the UJA is the only 
means of re-enforcing the program of the NRS during the 
coming months. 

. Communify'Bulle(in. 
Issued by the NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC., a beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal 

Vol. I. November, 1940 No. 5 

YOUNG REFUGEE WINS first prize. Henry Koerner 

but recently arrived in this country took the hon

ors in the poster contest for the anti-cancer 

campaign. 

Miiwaukee lnsfifuf e Cemenfs 
NRS-Communify Relationship 

The crowded sessions of the first Institute 
for professional workers engaged in refugee ser
vice, held in Milwaukee , Wisconsin November 1-3 
in connection with the West Central Regional Con
ference of the Council of Jewish Federations and 
Welfare Funds, marked the further development of 
closer relations between local communities and 
the National Refugee Service. The r esults of 
the institute have been summarized in this way-
"people from the local communities l eft with t he 
feeling that more than ever before they were 
part of the N.R.S. and the national refugee pro-
gram." 

(Continued on page 3) 

TEXAS ORGANIZES 
REGIONAL SET-UP 
An enthusiastic and determined group 

of 200 community leaders, meeting in San 
Antonio on October 20, set up the Texas 
Emigre Commi ttee , agreed to engage a pro
fess ional worker, and adopted an annual 
state budget of $6 , JOO to car ry out a pro
gram of regional distribution of refugees 
for r esettlement throughout the State . 

Delegat es from 20 communities , some of 
whom came 600 miles to attend the meeting, 
el ected Herbert Mallinson of Dallas 
chairman of the state-wide organization. 
The meeting was address ed by Erich War
burg, Chairman of t he Resettl ement Com
mittee of the National Refugee Service, 
and by Willi am Haber , Executive Director. 

(Continued on next page) 

DEC.26 IS CLOSING DATE 
FOR ALIEN REGISTRATION 

With more than two a c:d one hal f mill
ion persons already registered under the 
Alien Registration Act, non-citizens who 
have not yet answered t he 17 questions 
and been fingerprinted are being urged to 
r egister before t~e closing date, Decem
ber 26, 1940 .. Early registration is par
ticularly necessary in view of the app
roaching Christmas rush in the post off
ices. 

Lists of arrival s during t he past 30 
years are in the files of the National 
Council of Jewish Women and of the RIAS 
and should be consulted where there is 
doubt in connection with date of arrival 
in this count ry -- one of the questions 
asked ·::m the reg is tra tion blank. NRS has 
a similar list for arrivals since 1933. 

Department of Justice figures show 
total registration of 2,559,706 on Nov
ember 1, with heaviest totals in the 
Northeastern parts of the United States. 
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TEXAS ORGANIZES REGIONAL PROGRAM 
(Continued from page 1) 

San Antonio was host to the visiting 
delegates at the meeting, wh i ch was ar~ 
r anged by Mr. Mallins on, Jesse D. Oppen
heimer, Hanna Hirshberg, Executive Dir
ector of the Jewish Social Service Feder
ation of San Antvnio, and Louis Berdansky, 
NRS Field Representative in the Southwest. 

Provocative questions and answers en
livened t~e discussion of recent devel
opments in refugee work on a national and 
state scale. Local experiences were re
ported to the meeting from every part of 
Texas. The cooperation of the Council of 
Jewish Women in Houston was described by 
Mrs. Howard Heyman, who reported that the 
Council of Jewish Women in Houston is 
sponsoring a shop -- Trade Winds -- which 
offers refugee training classes for wo
men who have some knowledge of sewing or 
cooking. The newcomers receive the dif
ference between the cost of materials and 
the selling price. 

An illustration of the interest that 
the general community is taking in the 
refugee program was furnished by Ernest 
G. Wadel, who reported that t he nyn and 
the Civic Federation of Dallas have in
vited newcomers to attend musicales. 

The helpful activities of the American 
Associat i on of University Women in Corpus 
Christi were described by Mrs. Fanny 
Alexander. This local non-sectarian 
group is carrying on an educational pro
gram to "help the new Americans to become 
a part of the community more quickly". 
Through informal discussions and question
and-answer sessions the university wo
men's organizations has helped the new
comers gain a knowledge of English and 
American customs. 

A report on the proposed State budget 
calling on 14 Texas communities to raise 
$6,300 in amounts ranging from $100 to 
$1,500 was presented by I. H. Kempner, 
chairman of the Finance and Budget Com
mit tee. The meeting unanimously adopted 
the report, submitted by Mr. Kempner, 
Miss Hirshberg, Jacob. B. Lightman of 
Houston, Sidney Katz and Reuben Resnik of 
Dallas . 

The meeting agreed to expand its 

placement of refugee youths on training 
projects sponsored by the National Youth 
Administration, where maintenance is paid 
by the committee and the NRS. 

Within a very few days after the meet
ing, the Personnel Committee was active
ly trying to engage a professional work
er. It has just been learned by the NRS 
that Eugene H. Adelman,former Field Work
er of the Pittsburgh Tri-State Coordina
ting Bureau, has been selected. 

The wide participation in the Texas 
Emigre Committee is reflected in the 
following officers elected at the meet
ing: 

Chairman: Herbert Mallinson, Dallas 

Vice Chairmen 

Jake Karotkin, San Antonio 
Joe Weingarten, Houston 
Simon Sakowitz, Houston 
Maurice Schwartz, El Paso 
Louis Wolens , Corsicana 
Jim Novy, Austin 
Sam Dorfman, Longview 
Alex Sanger, Dallas 
J.M. Stein, Brownsville 
Ben Lipshay, Amarillo 
Morris Zale , Wichita Falls 
J. Jacobs, Port Arthur 
I. H. Kempner, Galveston 
Sol Brachman, Fort Worth 
A.A. Rosenberg, Waco 
Joseph Hirsch, Corpus Christi 
Alex Genecov, Tyler 

ERICH WARBURG ADDRESSES 
NEW ORLEANS MEETING 

Erich Warburg, Chairman of the Re
settlement Committee of the N.R.S., pre
sented a picture of the present refugee 
situation and appealed for assistance in 
carrying out a program of adjustment and 
resettlement for emigres at a meeting in 
New Orleans on October 22. 

Mr. Warburg spoke before 30 community 
leaders of New Orleans and Baton Rouge. 
It was agreed at the meeting that New 
Orleans would function as a regional 
distributing center for Louisiana in the 
resettlement program. 

, ' 
• 

EVERY NEWCOMER 
PLACED IN ST PAUL 
The first anniversary of the St. Paul 

Refugee Service was celebrated November 4, 
and among the speakers was not a refugee 
~ut an established member of this Minne
sota city who has been there for a year 
and one-half. He spoke on behalf of the 
newcomers and expressed their apprecia
tion to the committee for helping them to 
find "a haven and a new home in St. Paul. 

A remarkable record was cited by the 
speaker when he said: "I am happy to 
state that all refugees who came here 
through the National Refugee Service and 
were taken care of by the St. Paul Refu
gee Service have been placedt 

The extent of local participation in 
the refugee program can be measured by 
the number and variety of groups to whom 
the speaker directed the gratitude of the 
newcomers. He thanked the employers for 
the opportunities they have given to refu
gees, he thanked the local congregations, 
the Jewish Educational Center, Hadassah, 
and the National Council of Jewish Women. 

The speaker did not miss this opportu
nity to invite those at the anniversary 
celebration to join the Social Club of St. 
Paul -- "not a German-Jewish Club, but an 
American Club". The principal purpose of 
the Club, he explained, was to bring to
gether German, Austrian and Polish new
comers and American friends to hear lec
tures on American life given by prominent 
speakers. Gatherings are held to make 
social contacts for the newcomers. 

Explaining the friendly atmosphere 
they have found in America, the speaker 
told the group: "All this gives us a 
conscience and encourages us to consider 
our existence in this country as normal 
as that of every American citizen". 

"But above all things," Mr • Berns said, 
"I want to say that we are not only grate
ful for all that has been done, but for 
the way in which it has been done, and 
for the tact and deep understanding that 
the St. Paul Refugee Service has employed 
in dealing with the newcomers." 

Re91ona/Resefflemenf 
Planned For Memphis 

Plans are being perfected to interest 
communities in the tri -state "trade area" 
surrounding Memphis, Tennessee to accept 
refugees for resettlement on a regional 
basis. Twenty-one leading figures in the 
Arkans~s - Mississippi - Tennessee region 
centering around Memphis were addressed 
by Erich Warburg at a meeting in that 
cit;y- on October 23. Mr. Warburg and 
Louis Berdansky, NRS Field Representative, 
stressed the need for acceptance of re
settlement responsibility by towns in the 
tri-state area. 

William Goddman, president of the 
Memphis Federation, and Bertram Cohn 
chairman of the Memphis Refugee Committe~ 
are working on plans for regional distri-' 
bution. Herbert Herf is chairman of the 
committee that is actively developing 
this plan. 

Several communities have been visited 
and have indicated interest in the pro
gram. Leaders from throughout the area 
were to meet in Memphis on November 24 to 
set the plan in motion. 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, I NC. 
165 West 46th Street 

New York City 

Joseph P. Chamberlain William Rosenwald 
Chairman of the Board President 

David H. Sulzberger 
Chairman of the Executive Committee 

Alfred I. Esberg Morris Wolf 
William K. ;Frank 
Vice-Presidents 

Richard P. Limburg 
Treasurer 

Paul Felix Warburg 
Secretary 

William Haber 
Executive Director 
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I n-1 n n n 11 r n r the first edition of the lively, informative bulletin issued f1~~~~ J J~ by the Georgia Farm School & Resettlement Bureau of A~lanta. 
A wide range 0£ topics is covered, but space permits mention of only one article ••• 
r:seeing: Is Hiring" by Sam Adler, Chairman of the Executive Committee of tre Savannah 
Resettlement Committee. Mr. Adler talks with the newcomer when he arrives and tries 
to f ind him a position through personal contact and by writing letters to other in~ 
terested persons. Several refugees who have gone to employers with a let~er fr~m ~he 
chairman have found positions "because there is nothing like seeing and interv~ewing 
the prospect." The Committee is now contemplating the compilation of a list of 
"likely employers" to whom summaries of case histories can be mailed when they are 
received from the NRS. 

Novelty Shop 
De.nc 

volume 1 
Georgie. Farm Soho 

Issued b'Y the 318 capitol A.V e 
Atlante. , G 

lnsfifufe Cements NRS-Communlly Relofionship 
(Continued from page 1) 

Case workers, employment workers, re
presentatives of family agencies and Fed
eration direcitts came from cities 
throughout the midwest to exchange exper
iences and to work out recommendations 
that were presented to the regional con
ference that followed the two-day insti
tute. From the first meeting of the in
stitute to the end, there were 50 active 
participants at each session. 

A report w~s adopted at the closing 
session formulating recommendations to 
the conference, which convened immedi
ately after the institute. The report 
urged professional workers to acquaint 
local lay leaders with the need for re
gional service and with the continued ne
cessity for non-professional participa
tion in those aspects of the refugee pro
gram in which they can be of service
employment, social adjustment, and others. 

The institute recommended that lay 
persons in the West Central area who are 
members of the NRS Board of Directors 
take an active role in determining tre 
nature of the national refugee program. 

The first session was devoted to the 
presentation of the refugee problem and 
the NRS program in the light of current 
developments. Representing the NRS, 
Cecilia Razovsky discussed migration, 
Robert Dolins spoke on resettlement and 
Ephraim li. Gomberg on public relations. 
Esther Beckenstein of Chicago was the 
speaker at the session on case work and 
relief. Economic adjustment was discuss
ed by Morris Appelman of St. Louis. 

The region and resettlement was the 
subject of one session at which George 
Rabinoff of New York read a paper on "or
ganizing and Administering the Region" 
and Sidney iahn of Chicago spoke on "Re
settlement Problems •11 Rebecca Tenenbaum 
of Milwaukee was the main speaker at the 
final session which was devoted to a sum
mation of the institute. 

It was reported at the institute that 
while the same number or even more employ
ment placements are being made, each 
placement requires more effort than for-

merly. Feeling against employing non-cit
izens, it was agreed, is insignificant in 
the mid west. The important factor now is 
the necessity of ma.king placements on a 
business basis, since the element of emo
tional sympathy alone was no longer so 
prevalent. 

One of the most significant results of 
the institute was the wise-spread reali
zation that local r egional programs must 
be expanded and case work and employment 
services be made available to small com
munities. The need, the participants 
felt, can be met thn:>ugh regional organ
izations that service communities sur
rounding kety cities. 

MIGRATION,,, 
The possibility of aqmitting European 

refugees into the Virgin Islands for temp
orary stay pending re-emigration to the 
United States or other American countries 
will be considered at conferences to be 
held by officials of the State, Justice, 
and Interior Departments . 

It is understood that if the present 
tentative plans are approved, maintenance 
of the refugees would be guaranteed by 
relatives in this country. It is be
lieved that preference 'for admission 
would be given to those who hold United 
States quota numbers and whose immigra
tion permits are due soon. 

Only a few hundred refugees would be 
admitted under the plan during an exper
imental period of several months. Each 
emigre would have to prove . tha t he ~ad 
sufficient income to live without working . 

Detailed information on the latest 
mier&tion developments will be con
tained in a forthcoming Community 
Service Release. 

3 
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ABOUT THE REFUGEES 
AMERICA MEETS THE REFUGEE: Handbook 

on the Program of the National Refugee 
Service, Inc. -- a 16-page, printed book
let designed primarily for speakers, with 
program and structure of the N.R.S., case 
histories and other pertinent material 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS ON ALIEN REGIS
TRATION- issued by the United States De
partment of Justice, Immigration and Nat
uralization Service, Alien Registration 
Division. This pamphlet contains answers 
to 49 questions most frequently asked 
about the Alien Registration program. 

COJV!JV[UNITY SERVICE RELEASE #3 is the 
first in the series on Activities of Spe
cial Committees and is devoted to a de
scription of the functions and policies 
of the National Committee on Refugee Jew
ish Ministers. This release indicates 
the advantages for the community and for 
the religious functionary of placement on 
a resettlement basis. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE RELEASE #4 on Em
ployment and Retraining deals with a Com
parison of American and German School 
Systems and is intended as a guide in 
evaluating an applicant's education be
fore referring him for employment or 
training. It contains a glossary of Ger
man educational terms with their English 
equivalents. 

QUARTERLY REPORT of the Executive Dir
ector for July - September, 1940. The re
port contains statistics and interpreta
tion of NRS operations during the quarter 
and an analysis of the problems that must 
be faced in the coming months. 

THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE - WHAT IT 
IS AND WHAT IT DOES. A revised, two
page mimeographed explanation of the pro
gram and policies of the NRS. 

THE REFUGEE IN AMERICA. A revised, 
three-page mimeographed exposition of 
the volume and nature of refugee immigra
tion, the problems and potentialities 
of the refugees, and the types of assist
ance being extended to the newcomers. 

SURVEY GRAPHIC ISSUES 
REFUGEE SUPPLEMENT 

An extremely thorough and authorita
tive survey of the world refugee situa
tion today is contained in a special 
supplement to the November issue of the 
Survey Graphic. Entitled "PEOPLE WITHOUT 
A COUNTRY: A Challenge to Civilization", 
the supplement carries the following: 

"The United States: The Refugees Here" 
by Gerhart Saenger -- an analysis of the 
problems of the emigres who have found in 
America an opportunity to rebuild their 
lives ... the program that has been worked 
out to help them realize this opportunity, 
to adjust to a new homeland. 

"Europe: Why Refugees?" by John F. 
Rich -- a picture of Europe , teeming with 
millions of refugees of all nationalities, 
religions, political beliefs .....• their 
need for emergency help and for an op
portunity to reconstruct harassed lives. 

A Directory of 37 National Agencies in 
the Refugee Field in the United States, 
with the address, officers and function 
of each organization. 

NEW ORLEANS PROTESTSl 

"How come the boast of Racine, Wiscon
sin about having a 'first newcomer with
out visa' as reported in the October Com
munity Bulietin, page three?" we are 
challenged. New Orleans had two firsts, 
a boy and a girl; mother and children 
doing well. 

THIS LITERATURE IS AVAILABLE IN LIMITED QUANTITIES FOR DISTRIBUTION. 

,, 
') 

I 

''REFUGEE11 REVIEWED 
REFUGEE 
Translated by Clara Leiser 
from the personal account of two 
German emigres. 
Published by Prentice-Hall. $2.50 

Hans and Elli have earnestly dedicat
ed the story of their lives under war 
and Nazism to the hope that no American 
"will ever have reason to write a book 
like this." This is a fitting dedication 
to a book that condenses our concept of 
the 11Hitler terror" and "totalitarianism" 
into the experiences and sufferings of a 
woman, her husband, and their small son. 

Refugee, is told in the simple, direct 
language of a toolmaker and a bookkeeper 
whose only crime against the State was 
their belief in a peaceful, orderly soc
iety. 

This is not a "pleasant" book; it is 
stark and grim. It is the breaking of 
muscle and bone in the concentration camp; 
the fear of speaking to your neighbor; 
seeing your child grow up, fed on ersatz 
and barbaric ideas. 

But just as Refugee is the story of 
the crushing of flesh, it is the story 
of the courage of people whose spirit 
could not be crushed by the fist of the 
Gestapo. Their courage and the help of 
American Quakers brought Elli and Hans 
and Karl to this country --- to a "new 
life". 

There is a value in reading this book 
that extends far beyond the knowledge one 
gains of conditions in Nazi Germany. An 
insight into the background and experien
ces of refugees who have escaped to Amer
ica is almost a prerequisite for people 
who are trying to assist newcomers in 
their adjustment to a new country. Refu
gee gives you a picture of the emigre's 
past which should be valuable in helping 
him to build his future. 

Relatives and friends writing to per
sons in Germany are advised to send all 
letters by air mail to avoid long delays. 
Letters not sent by air mail have been 
known to take four months to reach their 
destination. 

Emiqres Warmly Greeted 
By New York Congregations 

Of the 2,500 newcomers who obtained 
tickets for High Holy Day s ervices from 
the NRS Division for Social and Cultural 
Adjustment, those who could af ford to and 
cared to, made token contributions to 25 
congregations. The newcomers, r elieved 
of a f eeling of charity, strengthened 
their self-esteem in this way. 

The response from the community is re
flected in the following letter, typical 
of those received by the NRS: 

I want to take this opportunity of 
thanking you and thru you the new
comers for the very fine contribu
tion. 

I want to assure you that it is not 
the amount but the sentiment that is 
of lasting value. Such gestures 
will go a long way towards reaching 
any gap that may exist between the 
newcomers and others. 

Please be kind enough to send us a 
list of those who received tickets 
for the High Holy Days to that we 
might extend to them invitations to 
participate in other social and cul
tural activities. 

ROCHESTER SPONSORS 
A BOOMING BUSINESS 

The "Open Door Shop" established by 
the Rochester Coordinating Committee for 
refugees who have been taught to make 
preserves, handicraft articles and pott
ery is a booming business today. 

Located in a little two-story building, 
the shop has a luncheon room where food 
is served to the public and where new
comers are trained as waiters and wait
resses. The enterprise gives work to 30 
refugees. The committee makes contacts 
with other organizations to obtain work 
for the trainees at social functions. 

The Community Bulletin editor took a 
mental bow when he heard that the com
mittee in Mobile, Alabama, at the suggest
ion of its chairman Mrs. Joseph Mitchell, 
will hold monthly meetings to read and 
study the Bulletin as soon as it reaches 
them 
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"Refugees ... 1940, the annual report of the National 
Refugee Service for the past year, will be available for 
distribution at the beginning of April. Written in a 
popular style, with many pictures, the report gives not 
only the factual and statistical picture of NRS in 1940 
but a picture of the individuals who make up the refuge~ 
problem as well. 

The 32 page report has been prepared by the Depart
ment of Information and Statistics of the National Refu
gee Service. 

* * * * 
"PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE NRS . .. Questions and Answers ", 

is a pamphlet stuffed with facts about the work, the 
finances, the organization and the outlook for the Na
tional Refugee Service. Based upon the hundreds of 
questions which the American Jewish community has asked 
about NRS it should prove an invaluable aid to those in
terested in refugee work . 

* * * * 
"MAKING NEW AMERICANS INTO GOOD AMERICANS" , a pic

ture folder about NRS telling the story of its services 
to refugees, including a pictograph giving a breakdown 
of the NRS budget of needs for 1941. 

-~ * -~ * 
"THE PLACE OF NRS IN THE AMERICAN SCENE", a speech 

delivered by William J. Shroder, chairman of the Board 
of the Cou:icil of Jewish Federa tions and Welfare Funds, 
at the meeting of the Board of Directors of the National 
Refugee Service , held in Cleveland Ohio January 19 
1941. Reprinted in a small folder. ' ' ' 

• • 

~m.J94Cl 
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PLAIN 
FACTS 
ABOUT 

"AMERICA AND THE REFUGEES" By Louis Adamic. A Public Affairs Committee Pam
phlet. A 32 page pamphlet, written by a man who knows the problems of the alien 
in America. A thorough study of the whole refugee problem historically, cultur-
ally, economically. ' 

"REFUGEES BUILD U.S . INDUSTRIES" A reprint from the magazine Business Week of 
an article describing refugee enterprises and what their contribution to American 
economy has been. 

"MEET THE REFUGEE" A pamphlet prepared by the Committee on Refugees, National 
Board of Young Women's Christian Ass ociation . A popular discussion of refugee 
problems, refugee agencies and the contributions of the refugees to American econ
omy and American culture. 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC. 

Questions 
and 

Answers 

COMMUNITY SERVICE RELEASES . Technical discussions of 
refugee problem and the techniques used in handling them. 

Recent releases are: 
# 6. Migration (February) 
# 7. Employment and Retraining (January) 
# 8. Special Committees (Musicians) 
# 9. Employment and Retraining (February) 
# 10. Migration (March) 

various aspects of the 

PHO~O~P?STERS . A ~ew sets of a series of a dozen di~ ferent photo-posters of 
~~S activities are available. Each poster is 24 x JO inches on heavY cardboard 
ince the supply is limited_ we urge that only committees a:id organizations with 

wall space for an adequate display of such material request these posters. 

Copies of the above literature are available upon request from 
Department of Information and Statistics 

National Refugee Service, Inc. 
165 West 46th Street 

New York City 

' ( 

,' 
• I 
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BeneliCJdryUniled Jewish AppeaD U L [TI N 
UNITED JEWISH APPEAL RECONSTITUTED 

German Jewish Ch11dren\s Aid 
Has Proud Record of Rescues 

To Raise NRS,JDC, UPA Funds 
Moved by the overwhelming desire of American Jewry to 

establish a union of forces in this critical period for 
the Jewish people, and in order to provide more effective
ly for the needs of the Jews in Europe , for the up-build
ing of the Jewish homeland in Palestine , and for the ref
ugees in the United States, representatives of the Joint 
Distribution Committee and the United Palestine Appeal , 
at a conference held in New York on Wednesday, March 5, 
1941 , announced an agreement to reconstitute the Uni tad 
Jewish Appeal as the fund raising instrument for the Joint 
Distribution Committee, the Uni tad Palestine Appeal, and 
the Nat ional Refugee Service , Inc ., for the year 1941. 
This agreement terminates independent efforts which had 
heretofore been initiated by these organizations . 

Twenty eager- eyed children laugh and hug the freight
er's rail , reaching out in anxious spirit to the nearing 
skyline of the United States -- which means safety, and 
sympathy, and freedom to breathe! Laughter is a new ex
perience to them. They are children separated from all 
that is familiar, happy that they may attend school again. 
One said , "It will be wonderful to be a child again! " 

These are children bro'..lght to America by the Gennan 
Jewish Children's Aid , an organization which has worked 
in close cooperation with the National Refugee Service for 
some time . The German Jewish Children• s Aid was formed 
in 1934, at the time when Hitler • s exclusion of Jewish 
children from ~11 educational facili
ties inspired a number of citizens to 
bring as many as possible to this coun
try , within the lL-ni ts of the immigra
tion laws. 

Arrangements for care of the chil
dren are made in advance of their com
ing in cooperation with recognized 
Jewish child care agencies in the 
United States. Children are met on 
arrival and cared for pending trans
portation to their final destination . 
They go to free foster homes , and to 
subsidized homes financed by local 
sections of the NCJW and local welfare 
funds . Opportunities for schooling 
are offered them adapted to their in
dividual needs. There are college 
students among them , as well as those 
who wanted only vocational training 
and who started to work as soon as 
their school attendance requirements 
were fulfilled . 

The United Jewish Appeal will ask 
the Jews of the United States to pro
vide funds for the programs of the 
JDC, UFA, and NRS , to meet the prob
lems of the Jews who are the victims 
of persecut ion abroad, to assist in 
the upbuilding of Palestine, and for 
the program for immigrants coming to 
the Uni tad States within the quota 
limitations . These organizations have 
been functioning in these fields for 
many years and during the past years 
were financed by the United Jewish Ap
peal of 1939 and 1940 , respectively , 
as the central fund -raising agency . 
These agencies wil l continue their 
established policy of extending all 
possible assistance in their respec
tive fields without in any way aiding 
the economy of aggressor nations , ei
ther directly or indirectly. 

The records prove the success of 
GJCA. The United States Government 
has expressed satisfaction with its 
results . Organizations abroad have 
declared it one of the most valuable 
yet put into effect. 

"AMERICA ON DISPLAY\' 

Some 546 children have been brought 
to this country by the organization 
since 1933 . Sane have already been 
reunited with their parents who have 
emigrated to this country, or who have 
gone to other countries for permanent 
residence . Sane have attained the age 
of 21 and are part of America -- hav
ing filed applications for citizen
ship . Ten have already married Amer
ican citizens. 

NRS LITERATURE 
Lisfed onPaqe 8 

Housed in a room gay with maps, 
posters and photographs is "America 
on Display" , the new resettlement pro
motion unit of the NRS. Set up to 
provide information for refugees who 
are ccnsidering resettlement plans, 
the unit contains a library of guide 
books and similar descriptive litera
ture , "Americana", photos giving the 
many aspects of the American scene , 
scrapbooks of material sent in by lo
cal committees, out - of-town papers, 
and many maps . Consultations with 
refugees are held to impart general 
information about resettlement and 
specific information about the various 
regions of the country . 

Initial exposition of the reset-

tlement idea is given to the new ar
rivals in meetings four times a week . 
In addition , meAtings outside NRS are 
arranged with refugee organizations 
and such American groups as congrega
tions , wanen •sauxiliaries and Y!1HA ' s , 
and English classes . Visual material 
in the form of slides is used in con
nection with the talks . 

Twice a week orientation courses 
are held for those refugees for whom 
definite resettlement reservation has 
been made . In these classes quali
fied speakers give the resettlers in
formation on economi c, historic , so
cial , and cultural topics and try t o 
make them better acquainted with the 
problems of empl oyment and daily life 
outside of New York . 
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MEETINGS 
NRS To Participate 
The National Refugee Service will 

participate in the f ollowing meetings 
at which refugee problems will be 
discussed. Some of the meetings are 
sponsored by NRS and its affiliated 
state and regional committees; others 
by the Joint Distribution Committee 
and the Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds. These organiza
tions have invited NRS to take part 
in the program . NRS participants are 
listed: 

March 15-16-17. CJFWF Western States 
Regional Conference, San Jose, Calif
ornia. William Rosenwald , president 
of NRS, and Arthur D. Greenleigh, 
acting executive director, NRS, are 
the NRS speakers. On Monday, March 
17, there will be a round-table dis
cussion of local refugee problems. 

March 16. JDC State Meeting, mid
west region, Lincoln, Nebraska. Eph
raim R. Gomberg, speaking for NRS. 

March 19. JDC Eastern Pennsylvania 
regional meeting . M. Robert Herman, 
field director for JDC, speaks on the 
NRS, JDC and UPA. Lionel Silverman, 
regional field secretary of the Re
gional Refugee Resettlement Committee 
speaks on NRS. 

March 23. NRS Emigre Service Bureau 
of New Jersey, Asbury Park, New Jer
sey. Speakers. Cecilia Razovsky, 
assistant to executive director, NRS; 
Joseph Steiner, chairman, Emigre Ser
vice Bureau; Edgar Bamberger, member 
Board of Directors, NRS. 

March 30. JDC Zone Meeting, Eliza
beth, N.J. Speaker: Augusta Mayerson 
acting director, Migration Department 
National Refugee Service . 

March 30. NRS Virginia State Refu
gee Service, Richmond, Va. Speakers: 
Herbert Gerst , chairman, Virginia 
State Refugee Committee; Morton Thal
heimer, Richmond Zone chairman, Va. 
State Refugee Commit tee; Morton Gott
lieb, secretary, Vi r ginia State Refu
gee Committee; Monte Kandel, NRS 
Field Representative ; Alfred I . Es
berg, vice- president , NRS . 

April 6. JDC Zone Meeting, Paterson, 
N.J. Speakers: J oseph Galkin, assis
tant in charge of field service; Al 
Harris, executive director Emigre 
Service Bureau . 

April 5 - 6. J DC New York and East 
Canada r egional meeting, Syracuse , NY 
Rober t K. Straus , N. Y. Ci ty council
man, speaks f or NRS. 

Robert K Straus 

Robert K. Straus, New York City coun
cilman, will speak on the program of 
the NRS at the JDC regional meeting 
to be held in Syracuse , N Y on April 
6. 

April 6 . CJFWF 
Alexandria, La. 
Gomberg, NRS. 

Zone 
Speaker 

conference, 
Ephraim R. 

Case Work For Refugees 
Outlined in Pamphlet 

"What is the relation of the fam
ily agency to t he new migration? What 
kind of service is the family case 
work agency equipped to render the 
refugee?" With these pertinent ques
tions of interest to l ay and profes
sional workers alike, Maurice LaBarre 
introduces the pamphlet "Family Case 
Work Service for Refugees " published 
by the Family Welfare Association, 
122 East 22nd Street, New York City. 

The 39-page booklet contains 3 
articles on family service for refu
gees . Joseph E. Beck, executive dir
ector of the Jewish Welfare Society 
of Philadelphia writes on "Planning 
Refugee Service Within the Social 
Work Setting." "Service to Refugees 
in a Family Agency" is written by 
Florence Nesbitt, assistant general 
superintendent of the Family Service 
Bureau , United Charities of Chicago. 
The concluding article is "Refugee 
Clients -- Their problems and Needs " 
by Helen Wallerstein, case supervisor 
of the Jewish Welfare Society of 
Philadelphia . The booklet is priced 
at 40 cents . 

(MIGRATION NOTES 

The Refugee Children's Movement 
Ltd. of England advises that due to 
shipping difficulty, no more affida
vits should be sent to England for 
children for the time being. The 
committee should be informed that an 
affidavit is available, and it will 
advise when visas are obtainable . 
Also, no more money should be sent to 
England for transportation unless 
there is proof of booking and a defi
nite sailing date can be obtained. 

MOST QUOTAS ARE CURRENT 

Quotas are current with the ex
cepti ons that the Czech quota is de
layed about t wo months; t he Latvian 
quota is not current, and the Ruman
ian , Hungari an and Bulgarian quotas 
are presently over-subscribed . The 
Lithuanian quota is current but only 
issued to qualified applicants able 
t o travel. 

The American Consulate office at 
Antwerp, Belgium is open and examin
ing documents; however, it is not 
able t o obtcin permission t o leave 
Belgium. 

The St at e Department advises that 
verif ication of registration is un-

necessary since quotas are current. 
Considering the delay in transferring 
supporting documents, however, inter
ested persons should, when possible, 
forward up-to-date evidence direct to 
the Consulate by Clipper air mail . 

JDC has found it necessary to 
take over t he activity of dealing 
with emigration and immigrant s coming 
directly from Germany , and has estab
lished a Transmigration Bureau at 100 
East 42nd Street. The American Con
sul now issues visas in Germany, but 
only if speci fic bookings with steam
ship and sailing date are definitely 
available . 

AUSTRALIAN INTERNEE STATUS PENDING 

Major L. D. Layton has been ap
pointed by the British Government to 
deal with refugee i nternees in Aus
tralia. However , no decision has 
been made as yet as to whether Aus
tralia will release the men directly 
from the camp as free men so t hey may 
apply f or visas at the American Con
sular office . 

' I 

PARTNERS STILL 
In Berlin these two men were 

partners in an auto supply firm . 
Now, refugees in America , they are 
partners still .. . operating a gaso
line station in Los Angeles. Look
ing pretty pleased about it, too . 

115 START VOCATIONAL TRAINING 
UNDER NRS PROGRAM IN FEBRUARY 

7 

Establishment of three new vocational projects -- in printing, baking, 
and accounting and income tax work -- marked a further step in the progress 
of the National Refugee Service retraining program during February. 

Refugees enrolled in these group courses totalled 80 -- 12 in printing, 9 
in baking and 39 in accounting and income tax work. Together with 18 new 
registrants in the already established courses in domestic training and den

tal mechanics, and 37 enrollments in 
school courses on an individual basis 
the tota l number of individuals who 
started retraining during the month 
of February was 115, compared to 74 
in the previous month. 

One of the plans of the retrain
ing division at its inception was to 
retrain a number of refug~es over 50 
on an experimental basis to see if 
this age level is too high for ad
justment to new trades. There are, 
at present, 11 clients over 50 en
rolled in the accounting and income 
tax proj ect and four in the domestic 
training project . 

WE>RE IN THE ARMY NOW! 

One of the most successful of the 
retraining projects is t he power sew
ing machine project in Baltimore. In 
April, 1940, the cooperation of the 
local school system was secured in 
organizing a class in power machine 
operating All direct instructional 
and training expenses are met by the 
schools. The first group started 
training in April, 1940 and completed 
the course at t he end of August. A 
second group started in January,1941 
with about 25 pupils, eight of whom 
are women refugees. These New Americans Now Cheer fully 

Serve in Uncle Sam's 
Armed Forces 

In the ever-widening ranks of the 
United States Army, New Americans are 
taking their place shoulder to shoul
der with American citizens. Some 
have been called in the regular draft 
and many have volunteered , but all 
are eager to help in this defense 
measure of their new homeland . 

FROM OXFORD TO ARl'\fY 
Reports from t he National Refugee 

Service and the Jewish Welfare Board 
indicate that they have given up 
their new roots and occupations , and 
entered army life with a will "We're 
in the Army Now" . . . . sing these New 
Americans . A volunteer , beaming 
with excitement on leaving for camp 
was Alfred Barclay, a political refu
gee from Austria, who has been in the 
United States a year. His family is 
in France -- he has not heard from 
them since France fell in June. He 
had lived in England for 3 years and 
was a student at Oxford when the war 
broke out. "There I learned t o l ove 
the democratic form of government", 
he said . 

REUNION IN U. S. 

Private Max Hamburger of the 
114th Infantry, had been studying for 
the rabbinate when the Nazis marched 
to power . He was happy to secure en
trance t o the United States, and un
der the Selective Service Act volun
teered t o serve his new country . In 
the army he attended religious servi
ces regularly, speaking often with 
the J ewish Chaplain of the years at 
the Semi nary in Berlin , and especi al
ly of hi s close friend , Manfred Tan
nenbaum . One day the Chapl ain ' s 
services were suddenly int errupt ed by 
shouts of job -- Private Tannenbaum 
of Company L and Private Hamburger of 
Company F, had found each other again 
in the ranks of Uncle Sam's army\ 

DOING HIS PART 

Irwin Frankl, young Viennese, en
listed as soon as he received his 
first citizenship papers. He had 
seen his father imprisoned in a con
centration camp and the family's 
grea t iron firm confiscat ed and now 

No previous experience in power 
machine operating is necessary f or 
the course of study which f ollows 
that of the regular vocational school . 
Trainees start on scrap materi al to 
familiarize themselves with t heir ma
chines and progress to regular gar
ments, the materials f or which are 
supplied by the American Red Cross 
and the Franco-British Relief Soci ety. 

owned by Hermann Goering. He has 
been living in New Orleans, his par
ents in Syracuse , his brother, George 
in Alabama , and his sister Anna in 
J acksonville . His father is a cousin 
of Stefan Zweig , the noted author . 
Private Frankl has a young bride , but 
they both feel t hat his j oining the 
army means that he is "doi ng hi s bit J1 

Wa.1.ter Meidner, talen~ed young 
sculptor , who has been directing arts 
and crafts at a settlement house in 
NYC, enlisted t o "see how men are be
ing moulded i nto soldier s". 

Heinz Silverman , brilliantl y prom
i s ing young heart specialist, will 
f orego his medical practice f or a 
t erm of enli stment as a private in 
the United Stat es Army. 
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FIELD MEN MEET IN CHICAGO INFORMATION) 
PLEASE! TO DISCUSS REGIONAL PROBLEMS 

Di~cussion ~d evaluation of the regional organiza tion of NRS and its co
operating committee~ was undertaken at a meeting held in Chicago, February 
24. NRS representatives and eight regional field representatives attended. 
NRS budgetary needs for 1941 were also discussed and interpretative mat
erial was supplied for the field men . 

To make the Community Bulletin 
a more complete r eflector of the 
many activities of the local com
mittees cooperating in the r efugee 
program we need --

Attending the meeting were George Wolfe, acting direc t or of the Resettle
ment and Field Service Department of NRS, Bernard Gottlieb, and the following 
regional field representatives ; Eugene Adelman, Texas Emigre Service; Sol 

Interesting Community Stories 
Notes on Successful Resettle
ments. 

Blumenthal, Indiana Refugee Service; 
Charles Meyer, Resettlement Committee 
of Western Missouri and Kansas; Max
well Luchs, Michigan State Resettle
ment Committee; Sidney Cahn, Northern 
Illinois & Iowa; Reva Rosenblatt, Ohio 
State Committee for Resettlement; 
Julian Silverberg, Resettlement Com
mittee of Southern Illinois and East
ern Missouri and Martin Sherry, Wis
consin Co-ordinating Committee. 

WOLFE STRESSES VALUE OF ORGANI ZATION 

Opening the discussion Mr. Wolfe 
pointed out the fundamental purposes 
of regional organization . "It is 
primarily designed to resettle people 
from the cosmopolitan cities to small 
communities 11 , Mr. Wolfe said. "How
ever with changing conditions the re
gional programs have had certain ser
vice aspects added to them. Refugee 
resettlement on a regional basis has 
brought added lay interest, but even 
more important it has brought in pro
fessional workers and a professional 
standard of case work service. More
over, the refugee program has been, 
in many instances, a good peg from 
which to start community organiza
tion". 

"The resettlement program has 
deve~oped to the point where we now 
have about 300 quota openings a 
month," Mr. Wolfe continued. "Re
cently these have only been about 
half filled due, primarily, to re
strictions by communities . Refugees 
now arriving in this country are old
er and many of them, after terrible 
experiences in flight, present defin
ite personality problems. Until 
plans are completed for the accept
ance of such persons on general re
settlement, many quotas will remain 
unfilled." 

In discussing the state set-up in 
Michigan, Mr. Luchs mentioned the 
community organization work and coop
eration with the Council of Jewish 
Federations and Welfare Funds done in 
addition to resettlement work. At 
the meetings of the State Executive 
Committee, held every six weeks in a 
different city, problems affecting 
the entire territory are discussed. 

Mr. Blumenthal said that while 

the primary purpose of his organiza
tion was resettlement, plans were in 
progress for setting up a state coun
cil. Mr. Sherry said that he had 
placed emphasis upon professional 
3ervice to the communities in their 
refugee problems. 

Stories about Refugee Enter
prises. 
Lots more Pictures. 

We depend upon our friends in 
t he communities to be our UP, AP, 
INS and Reuters . Please .... more 
information. 

RABBI, RESETTLED BY NRS, 
LEADS PENNSYLVANIA COMMUNITY 

The accompanying picture, reprinted from nThe Valley Daily News" 
of Tarentum, Pa., shows the installation of Dr. Joseph Babad, the 
new rabbi o~ the Ohev Sholom congregation. Rabbi Babad, a graduate 
of the Jewish Theological Seminary of Vienna, came to America as a 
ref~gee early.in 1940. His present position was secured through the 
National Committee on Refugee Jewish Ministers of the NRS . 

Rabbi Babad is but one of the 130 refugee rabbis who have been 
placed by NRS. The community life of many small towns has been im
measurably enriched by the

0 

coming of these men. Several towns in 
which the Jewish community consisted of only a few families, have 
been stimulated to establish synagogues. Typical of the reaction is 
a letter from a little town in Alabama -- a letter which might be 
duplicated many times over -- saying "Thanks for sending such a fine 
highly-cultivated gentleman to our town". 

FOrmNon-Secfarian Commiffee For 
Refugee Children's Camp P/acemenfs 

Baroness de Rothschild Heads 
New Orqanization 

Summer care for refugee children 
throughout the country will be han
dled this year by SUMMER PLACEMENT 
FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN. The committee, 
under the auspices of the National 
Refugee Service in cooperation with 
Self-Help of Emigres from Central 
Europe, is headed by Baroness Edouard 
de Rothschild, chairman, and Mrs. 
Mortimer Hess, president of the Jew
ish Vacation Association, vice-chair
man. Members of the committee are 
Miss Evelyn Hersey of the American 
Committee for Christian Refugees 
Mrs. Irma Mayer of Self-Help and 
Miss Ethel H. Wise, member of th~ Ex
ecutive Committee of the NRS . 

The committee expects that a num
ber of placements which will come to 
it from camps at some distance from 
New York City will be turned over to 
local committees for the use of ref
ugee children living in communities 

near to the facilities offered. In-
quiries concerning referrals and 
placement opportunities should be di
rected to the SUMMER PLACEMENT FOR 
REFUGEE CHILDREN, 165 West 46th 
Street, New York City. 

Centralization will enable crea
tion and use of far more placement 
opportunities and clearance of appli
cations than was possible when this 
work was done by several agencies. 

The committee will arrange much
needed summer care for refugee child
ren in camps, in private homes, and 
in play schools. In addition, the 
program is in many instances valua
ble because a family relieved of the · 
child's care for this temporary peri
od is able to gain an economic foot
hold not otherwise possible. 

In 1940, 271 children were placed 
in ~amps, 108 in private homes, and 
94 in play schools. This number is 
expected to be increased in 1941. 

SAN FRANCISCO JEWELLER HAS 
UNIQUE EMPLOYMENT PLAN 

A salesman comes into a store 
with his sample cases. 

The scene doesn't seem to have 
much relation to refugee work -- but 
to Albert Samuels, San Francisco jew
eler and active member of the San 
Francisco Service for Emigres it 
opened a new field for refugee em
ployment. 

Reasoned Mr. Samuels "Every 
salesman needs some one to carry his 
sample cases and to drive his car. 
Why can't this salesman hire a refu-
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gee?" Thereafter, every jewelry 
salesman calling on Mr. Samuels found 
himself equipped with an alert refu
g~e helper for his stay in San Fran
cisco and environs . 

Results were 

The salesmen got more intelligent 
and willing service. 

The refugees learned something 
about American sales methods, had a 
chance to practice English, made val
uable contacts. 

Several hundred days work 
provided at $3 and $5 per day. 

was 

A number of refugees, after weeks 
of sample case carrying, have learned 
enough to take on their own lines and 
become salesmen. 

The Samuels' plan has spread to 
other Pacific coast cities. Now the 
National Refugee Service is testing 
it on a national scale by asking man
ufacturers and jobbers to direct 
their salesmen in different territor
ies to local refugee committees for 
emigre sample case carriers . 

This is a simple scheme which is 
literally lying on the threshold of 
every retail merchant in the country. 
But it works 1• 

REPORT 
Jewish Agricultural Society 

"During the year 1940, 91 refugee 
families were established on farms in 
7 states bringing the tota l since the 
beginning of refugee activity to 226 
· ·· ·Then there are refugee families 

who settled without guidance, attrac
ted by refugees who had previously 
settled . .. It is safe to assume that 
upwards of 1,500 refugees have found 
abode and sustenance on farms in the 
United States." So notes the Jewish 
Agricultural Society in the 1940 An
nual Report of its general manager 
Gabriel Davidson. ' 

The Jewish Agricultural Society 
has worked in close cooperation with 
the National Refugee Service in its 
work of resettling refugees on farms. 
In 1940 the Society made 103 loans to 
refugee farmers, totalling $96,644. 
Total loans approved for refugees es
tablishing themselves on farms now 
aggregate $230,664 of which 171,697 
has been paid out. The Society fur
ther reports that "The refugee farm 
scene continues to look good . .. A 
good index is the collection record 
on refugee loans. Although these are 
so new tha t payments on some have not 
yet matured, 16 percent has already 
been paid back.'' 

RESETTLEMENT 
A Nofe from Wisconsin 

"You'll remember the Isaak Wolf 
family -- the man, his wife and their 
fifteen year old son, Polish Jews, 
who had been forced to spend two 
years in Cuba before being admitted 
to this country. 

"Well, they're resettled now. Mr. 
Wolf has a job and he writes to me 
'I'm very happy here.' 

"But more important is where they 
resettled. Green Bay, Wis. , is, as 
you. know, a splendidly unified com
munity. Their experience with re
settlement of refugees has been un
fortunate in the past and they there
fore felt that the program would not 
succeed in the smaller communities. 
The Wolf . family has made a new start 
and is already a part of the Jewish 
community of 125 families thanks to 
the efforts of Charles Biller, chair
man of the Green Bay Coordinating 
Committee, Jake Rosenberg, committee 
treasurer, and Arthur Fogel, the man 
who gave Mr. Wolf a job. Rabbi 
Shapiro has given fine cooperation. 
Only recently he gave me the honor 
and privilege of addressing the com
munity at the synagogue on the work 
of the JDC, UPA, and NRS." 
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NRS PRESENTS THE 
's REPORT ~~1T9~~, OF INTEREST 

TO EVERY FRIEND OF 
NRS AND TO EVERY 
CONTRIBUTOR TO UJA 

.NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INQ.. 
STATEMENT OF INCOME AND EXPEiVDITU?cES CASH BASIS 

BEFORE CLOSING SUBJECT TO FINAL AUDIT REPORT 
JM'UAfri l, 1940 to DECEMBER 31, 191Q 

l!!come 

194-0 United'""'"' Ap"""• '"'···························· $1,982,500.00 1940 Greater New York Campaign of the United 

'••i'1> App""1, Ino...................................... 950,000.oo 
1959 Dnitod JoWi'1> App"'"• "''···························· 100,000.00 
Contribution, from Fo~dationa............................ 85,750.00 Refunds from Clients, relatives and affiants; and 

rooovor1,, on Bond•..................................... 56,028.52 
Logao1., &nd Roqu""····································· 1,712.50 Contributions-1938 Campaign National Coordinating 

Co~ittoo Fund, Ino..................................... 895.zi 
~enditur~ 

7oTAL ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $5,174,886.26 Relief and Service Department-Financial Assistance and 
Social Services-(includes New York and Brooklrzi Sec-

tion, of tho Notion'" Counoil of J,.iah WononJ ••••••••• $2,024,679.12 Central Reception and Intake Department -

(Instituted May 1940) •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
Resettlement and Field Service to Communities ••••••••••••• 
Migration Department(Relief ActiVities transferred to 

Relief and Service Department April 1940) 

Employment Department •• , •• , •• , , ••• , •• , , • , ••••• , ••..• , ••••• 
Special Committees Servicing Professional Refuge€ Groups 

(including Administration of Loan Funds) ••••••••••••••• 
Special Projects Within the lfational Refugee Se!"Vice -

Tuition and Resettlement of Foreign Physicians and Den
tists;Vocationai Retraining; Appropriations for Loans 

196,406.0l 
344,447.02 

123,777.50 
96,951.61 

81,346.32 

to Refugees; Effecting Change of Status •••••••••••••••• 
Subventions to Other Organizations Aiding Refugees: Emer-

gency Committee in Aid of Displaced Foreign Scholars •• $65,ooo.oo 
Emergency Committee in Aid of Displaced Foreign 

••dioo.J. Soionti•ta •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 35,000.oo 
National Council of Jewish Women - Council of Ser-

170,473.89 

vice to Foreign Born •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 65,000.oo 
Sun<Uy Organ1'ationa .................................. y.Gfl4,zz 
Stati•tio<l, Aooounting, Exooutivo ood Publio 189,064.77 

Inf.,,.ation "'""'""""''···························· 165,617.42 Offioo &.p.,,,,, (unaI.Iooated)......................... 85.929 • .fil: 

ToTAL •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $3,476,693.10 ll.efici t [or Ye<lr Januarv 1. 1940 tQ 

.U.oo••• 1'4Q ICaw b•UJ. ..................... ~ 50I.806.~ 
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The National Refugee Service Has The Task 
Of Making New Americans Into Good Americans 

(Above) "That's your new home, 
Sonny." This lad is going, with his 
fam ily, to resettle outside of New 
York. He is only one of the 5,100 
refugees who found new homes in 
America last year through the 
work of NRS and its 900 local com
mittees throughout the country. 

(Right) N RS relief 
checks gave food, 
shelter, clothing to 
18,000 refugees last 
year . Cash assis
tance is a vital need 
to the new American 
during the first diffi
cult months while he 

finding a footing 
his new home. 

(Left) Retraining the refugee for 
a new job is often an essential 
prerequisite to employment. In 

., •• ....,.._:;,.......; 1941 NRS will give vocational re
training to 1,500 refugees. This 
man is at a farm school operated 
by the Jewish Agricultural So
ciety which cooperates with NRS. 

(Above) Both these refugees have trouble 
with the word "acknowledge" . .. but they'll 
learn, just as the 7,000 refugees for whom 
NRS arranged Engl ish instruction in 1940 
learned. This is one of the services ren
dered by the NRS division for social and 
cultural adjustment. 

(Above) Anxious faces, anxious voices question as these 
new arrivals come to the intake desk of N RS. N RS re
sponded to 321 ,000 requests for advice, service and infor. 
mation in 1940. 

I. 

Issued mont hl y by the Nati onal Refugee Service , Inc ., a benefi ci ar y of the United Jewi sh Appeal. 
Vol. II April, 1941 No . 4 

Ethel Wise Speaks 
For NRS in South 

Mi ss Ethel Wi se , member of t he 
Executi ve Committee of NRS , and 
chair man of the Di vision for Soc
i al and Cultural Adjustment , has 
repr esented the NRS at a ser ies 
of meeti ngs i n Louisiana and Tex
as i n the last month . 

Guggenheim Awards 
Four r efugee scholar s wer e a

mong the 85 men and women r eceiv
i ng fellowshi ps from the John 
Simon Guggenheim Memorial Founda
t i on to assist research and crea
t i ve . wor k . Among more than 1 , 400 
aJplicants from the United States 
and Canada , these were judged 
"Mos t capable of adding to the 
s chol arly and artistic power of 
the country . 11 

Dr . DORO LEVI , archaeologist 
from I tal y . For studies of the 
mosaics of Antioch-on-the-Oronte~ 
based upon examples of these mo
saics in the United States . 

. DR . ALFRED TARSKI , mathemati
ci an from Poland wher e he was 
Profess©r of Mathemati cs i n t he 

RETRAINING GROUP NA.,MED 
As a further step in br oaden

i ng its vocational r etraining 
pr ogram, sti mul ating t raining 
proj ects in local communiti es, 
and f i tting r efugees with skills 

UN'ITED JEWISH 

APPEAL 

Three communi t i es have al ready 
gone over t he t op of th eir quot~s 
i n the 1941 drive of t he Uni t ed 
Jewi sh Appeal, f irst r epor t s show, 
and Chi cago , second l ar gest Jew
i s]1 center i n the countr y , i s i n 
the final weeks of its drive , wi th 
75 percent of i t s quota already 
subscr ibed . Hundreds of communi
ties are now deep in i ntensive 
dr ives ; hundreds mor e will l aunch 
drives earl y i n May; and still 
many more are now l aying t he 
groundwor k for spr ing campai gns 
in behalf of an all-out program 
of emer gency aid t o Jews under 
f i re and i n distress in every 
corner of the wor ld . 

National leader s declare that 
these early successful repor ts 
are par ticularly heart ening, in
asmuch as t hey indicate the awak
eni ng of American Jews to their 
responsibilit y. 

American J ews , rall ying by the 
hundreds of thousands to the 1941 
Unit ed Jewi sh Appeal, are r eali z
ing that the $25 , 000 , 000 quota 
r epresents provision only for t he 
most urgent needs . 

Univer sity of Warsaw . For st u
dies i n the fi el d of mathematical 
logic and the logical foundations 
of mathematics . 

DR . RUDOLF ARNHEIM, psycholo
gist f r om Ger many . For study of 
the applicati on of t he princi pl es 
and methods of Ges t al t psychology 
to art analysis • 

HERMAN J. BROCH, novelist f rom 
Vi enna . 

needed in America, The National 
Ref ugee Ser vice i s or gani zing a 
Nati onal Retr aining Advisory Com
mittee, composed of community 
l eader s whose experience in this 
f i eld will prove an i nvaluable 
ai d i n expandi ng the pr ogram. 

Member s of t he 
mi t t ee , which has 
compl et ed , include: 

Advisory Com
not yet been 

Co-Chairmen 
Wal ter H. Bi eringer, Boston 
Sol Weinber g , Philade l phia 

Members 
Mor t i mer Adler, Rochester 
Sam Elson, St . Louis 
Al f r ed I Esber g , San Francis co 
Max Gr imes , Denver 
Mrs . El y J acques Kahn , New York 
Meyer Kestenbaum , Chi cago 
Rober t Lazarus , Columbus 
Richard O. Loengard , New York 
J. A. Rosenkran z , Los Angel es 
Dr. Sidney Trattner, Richmond 
Col . Max R. Wainer, Philadel phia 
Erich M. Warburg , New York 
Paul Felix Warburg , New York 

I nit ial meeti ng of t he commit
tee was hel d on April 17 at a 
luncheon in New York . 

Minneapolis Meeting 
"Present inf ormation points t o 

the need for a continuation on at 
l east t he same s ca l e as in 1940 
of al l local r efugee acti vi ties , 
especially of t hos e l eadi ng t o
ward t he economic and social ad
jus tment of t he new Americans ", 
Ephraim R. Gomber g of t he Nation
al Refugee Ser vice t ol d a l unch
eon meeting i n Minneapoli s on A
pril 7 . Attendi ng wer e the mem
ber s of t he Minneapolis Refugee 
Ser vice Commi ttee and the Federa
t ion for Jewi sh Service . 

The meeting was called by Mrs . 
Arthur Brin, chairman of the Ref
ugee Committee. 
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U.S. REPORT IS AGAINST ALI.EN JOB BANS 
Social Security Bd Says Labor Shortage 
Accentuated By Needless Discrimination 

A warning against the ban on the employment of aliens in many in
dustries having no connection with America's defense eff orts was sound
ed ~y the Federal Social Security Board in a recently published survey 
entitled "Labor Shortages and the Restrictions of Employment to Citizen 
Workers . 11 

The study , based on reports ob
t ained f rom the various State em
ployment services , points out that 
in order t o meet the increas ed la
bor demands rising out of the de
fense program , employer s have re
laxed certain hiring specifica
tions as , for example, those rela
ting to upper age limits, sex , 
education, training and experience 
while at the same time restric
tions on em?loyment of aliens and 
naturalized citizens are being 
tightened . From virtually every 
industrial s tate come reports that 
employers are refusing to hire 
"non-citizens, 11 and that the em
ployers are going far beyond the 
legal requirements fixed by the 
government. These restrictions 
prevail not only among industries 
directly or even closely related 
to production for defense purposes 
but also among industries remotely 
connected with the actual produc
tion of finished defense goods . 

ONLY TWO LEGAL BANS 
ON ALIEN JOBS: 

non - ferro~s metals, electrical 
machinery , alUll)inum products , ma
chinery, non-ferrous metal found
ries, fabricated plastic products , 
iron and steel , industrial rubber 
goods, lighting fixtures, and r ail
road equipment. 11 

JOB BARS DIFFER FROM 
STATE TO STATE 

Discrepancies from s t ate to 
state in the restrictions l aid 
down for the same industries are a 
further indication of the arbi tra
ry quality of non-citizen exclu
sion. For example, in New York 
and Indiana , 100 percent of the 
hiring in the railroad equipment 
industry is done on a citizenship 
busis , while only 13.8 percent of 
Ohio employers demand citizenship, 
4.4 percent in Illinois and in 
Missouri there is no citizenship 
requirement at all. Another char
acteristic i s the application of 
r estrictions not only t o profes
s ional and skilled and semi-skil
led workers but to unskilled vrork
ers as well. 

Of particular interest to those 
engaged in a program of refugee 
resettlement are the findings of 
the re .iort with regard to areas in 
which citizenship requirements are 
most extensive. These are the in
dustrialized centers ~ New Eng
land, New York, and New Jersey 
west through Wiscons in and the 
Pacific coast. "The restrictions 
are operating," the report dis
closes, "precisely in those areas 
which have the greatest proportion 
of aliens and naturalized citizens 
and which are ex;Jeriencing the 
greatest demand for labor and 
where the supply of labor in cer
t ain occupations is approaching 
exhaustion. In the South, in the 
midwestern agricultural states , 
and in the Rocky Mountain area, 
where the number of aliens and 
naturalized citizens is relative~ 
small, there has been no special 
emphasis on citizenship ." 

In conclusion the report indi
cates that these restrictions are 
limiting the pot ential supply of 
labor to a considerable extent es
pecially in those areas vrhere 
there is a large alien or natura
lized - citizen population. "In 
certain areas where labor strin
gencies are already being felt, 
these restrictions are resulting 
in the accumulation of a residual 
supply of workers registered with 
the employment offices, who meet 
every requirement except citizen
ship .11 The report cites the only two 

s ituations in which employment of 
aliens i s actually restricted by 
the Government. One, where the 
•·:ork engaged in is under "secret, 
confidential, or restricted Gov
ernment contracts. 11 Here the la·11 
provides thr.t no ali ens "shall be 
permitted to have access to the 
pl ans or specifications , or the 
··rork under such contracts , or to 
participate in the contract t rials 
unless the written consent of the 
Government de~artment concerned 
has been obtained. 11 In the second 
instance the conditions obtaining 
are identical with the first , ex
ce"_, t for the fact that manufacture 
of aircraft and ~arts is specifi
cally mentioned. 

BIERINGER PROMOTES PLAN FOR 
JOB OPPORTUNITY EXCl4ANGE 

"There does not a ppear to be 
any justif ication', 11 the report 
states "for a general prohibition 
of employment of non-citizens such 
as prevails in ship and boat build
ing, automobiles and parts, petro
leum refining, primary alloying of 

Employment of ever-increasing 
numbers of refugees as salesmen 
is the goal of a plan for the 
interchange of such job opportu
nities, initiated by Walter 
Bieringer, Chairman of the Bos
ton Committee for Refugees . 

Outlining the plan Mr. Bier
inger says, "I have been corres
ponding with refugee committees 
in several cities with reference 
to procuring lines for sales re
presentation. It occurred to me 
that there might be some small 

manufacturers here in New Eng
l and who are seeking representa
tion in other sections of the 
country. Similarly, local com
mittees in Detroit, Chicago, 
Cleveland or elsewhere might be 

able to find manufacturers seek
ing representation here. The 
undertaking has met with some 
success. In all terr
itories there are a 
few r efugees well e- • 
quipped to sell. depart
ment store and whole
salers on a commission 
basis •11 

Mr. Bieringer's first efforts 
have been in securing sales re
presentatives for a firm making 
such leather novelties as tobac
co pouches, billfolds, etc. Re
fugees are already employed by 
the firm as representatives in 
New York, Boston and St . Louis 
and some other openings are a
vailable. 

.I 

. 
' 

WEST COAST 
ROSENWALD ADDRESSES LEADERS AT SAN JOSE 

"America is today the hope of 
world Jewry, not merely as the 
main source of funds f or world
wide relief, but because, withir 
the restrictions of the quota, it 
offers the greatest haven for re
fugees ," said William Rosenwald, 
president of the National Refugee 
Service, speaking at the Western 
States Conference of the Council 
of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds at San Jose, Calif ., March 
16 and 17. 

"The United States offers an 
asylum today because we have con
structively integrated the refu
gees ," Mr. Rosenwald continued. 
"We can keep the doors open if we 
continue this work of integra
tion. This is our privilege and 
our duty as Americans. The prob-

lem has been handled and it can 
be handled - handled more com
pletely and more economically if 
your response is prompt and gen
erous ." 

After describing the work and 
the achievements of NRS during 
the year , Mr. Rosenwald said "Re
fugees arriving today are older , 
more demoralized. Consequently 
the problems of the NRS are much 
greater and the need for funds in 
1941 greater than in 1940. Gen
erous support through the UJA 
from the Jewish community through 
out the United States is the only 
way in which these urgent needs 
can be met. The knowledge that 
we can count on your help in the 
difficulties we face gives us the 
courage to carry on . " 

HEMISPHERAL REFUGEE PROGRAM 
NEEDED SAYS WILLIAM HABER 

Ces~ation of the present war 
will not put an end to the world 
refugee problem~ declared William 
Haber, former executive director 
of the NRS in a paper read before 
the Michigan Academy of Science, 
Arts, and Letters on March 14· 
Dr. Haber is a professor of econ
omics at the University of Michi
gan . 

"Elrery indication", Dr. Haber 
said, 11points to the existence of 
a large scale refugee problem af
ter the end of the war. There 
are some wh9 expect that the re
~urn of peace and victory will 
enable the uprooted families to 
return to their homes. It must 
be apparent, howeverr that the 
physical destruction of property, 
the economic paralysis and emo
tional conflicts which these 
years of propaganda and war will 
have created, will make it ex
tremely difficult , if not impos
sible, for the refugee problem to 
end with the close of hostilities. 

"It may be suggested that the; 
concept of hemispheral defense 
may well include the possibility 
of a hemispheral immigration pol
icy. This hemisphere, from Alas
ka to the tip of South America, 
not forgetting the many islands 

in the Atlantic and the Pacific 
still possesses great er opportun
ities for population expansion 
and for exploitation of untouched 
resources than any similar area 
on the face of the globe. 

"One thing is certain. Private 
efforts, essential and indispen
sable as they are, are woefully 
inadequate to meet the problem. 
There is urgent need for inter
governmental collaboration in 

working out the economic, finan
cial and political problems of 
refugee settlement. Such collab
oration will no doubt have to a
wait the conclusion of hostili
ties. Planning, however, should 
not wait. For the very nature of 
the peace which is to be won will 
determine whether the causes of 
the refugee problem are removed 
or new and more persistent diffi
culties created . The problem of 
minorities is basic -- all ill
treated minorities become the 
source of new refugee groups. If 
we can be ingenious enough to a
void the creation of minority 
problems, we will have contribu
ted materially to the solution of 
the refugee problem. 

In connection with the Council 
of Jewish Federations and Welfare 
Funds' meeting, a "budget clinic" 
was held on March 16. Here rep
resentatives of local budget com
mittees - some 85 persons - were 
present to raise questions with 
those representatives of national 
agencies which are requesting al
locations from local welfare 
funds . Arthur D. Greenleigh, 
Acting Executive Director of NRS, 
discussed the needs of NRS for 
1941 and reviewed, in detail , the 
port of entry problem particular
ly as it affected west coast ci
ties, various aspects of the ex
panded vocational retraining pro
gram of NRS, and some of the pro
blems involved in change of sta
tus cases. 

Seventy-five leaders from Pa
cific coast communities attended 
the Refugee Round Table discus
sion held on March 17. Dora Ber
res of Los Angeles discussed mi
gration matters and the filing of 
affidavits. Resettlement, re
training and self- support pro-

jects were analyzed by Arthur 
Fishzohn, field representative of 
NRS. Other participants in the 
discussion were M. Goldman, chair
man of the Petaluma Refugee Cam
mi ttee, and Sam Iadarr. Mr. Green
leigh participated in the discus
sion. 

The second section of the pro
gram dealt with local refugee 
problems . Ludwig Schiff of Los 
Angeles, speaking on employment, 
emphasized the need for local 
committees to review thoroughly 
their employment and retraining 
programs . Morris Gross of Oak
land spoke on resettlement. The 
Petaluma chicken ranch project 
was described by Mr . Goldman, who 
assured the meeting that the Pet
aluma committee was closely 
watching for added opportunities 

for leasing chicken ranches. Mrs. 
Leon filoss, Jr. spoke on "Relief," 
Fred Schreiber, on "The Relation
ship to General Community Wel
far~,11 and David Tannenbaum, 
chairman of the Round Table, on 
"Lay Participation." 

11 
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RETRAINING CONFERENCE KEYNOTE 

Vocational retraining keynoted 
the session on the refugee pro
gram held in conjunction vii th the 
New England regional conference 
of the Council of Jewish Federa
tions and Welfare Funds in Provi
dence, R. I. , April 5. 

With A. s. Keller of Hartford, 
Conn. as chairman, the session 
discus sed three broad topics: re
gional problems of the refugee 
progra~ , NRS national problems, 
and migration questions . Herbert 
Cohen of Bridgeport surveyed the 
history of regional organization 
for refugee resettlement in New 
England , its difficulties, its 
successes , and its current needs . 
Mr. Cohen especially stres sed the 
value of professional guidance in 
regional work . "The haphazard 
individual effort of only a few 
persons sometimes becomes too 
burdensome and the work has dr-ied
up , " Mr . Cohen said . "Better 
community organizati on and the 
employment of a professional wor
ker releases the energies of the 
laymen t o be utilized in areas 
where they will be most useful . " 

Deploring the let-down in in
terest in the refugee problem, 
Mr. Cohen advocated more inten
sive efforts in cities not yet 
organized, revitalization of ef
forts in places now having com
mittees and an ex~ansion of local 
retraining programs to fit the 
refugees for jobs they can do . 

Pressing need for getting the 
refugees out of New York was em
phasized by Walter Bieringer, 
chairman of the Boston Refugee 
Committee. Boston has taken 40 
units a month for several years , 
Mr. Bieringer said , but not all 
communities have measured up to 
this standard . Mentioning re
training, Mr . Bieringer said that 

' novel ideas were important in 
helping older refugees to get 
jobs; that an employment commit
tee should be continually on the 
lookout for unfilled wants and 
possibilities. 

Edward Vajda, NRS field repre
sentative , and Ann Rabinowitz , 
NRS resettlement worker , told of 
some of the current problems 
faced by NRS . In a question and 

answer session Susan Kramer, NRS 
migration staff member, analysed 
current difficulties. 

A feature of the conference 
was a Quiz Session, with Jacob 
Landau of the Jewish Telegraphic 
Agency as quizer . Quizees wer e 
Abraham Magida of the UPA, Moe 
Leavitt, JDC , Aaron Tart , ORT , 
Morris Lewis , RIAS , and Arthur D. 
Greenleigh , acting executive di
rector of NRS . 

Shes a Refu9ee 

Irene Idenberg, from Germany, 
was one of the 640 refugees who 
arrived in New York in mid-April 
on the Serpa Pinto from Lisbon. 

NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE, INC . 

Joseph P. Chamberlain 
Chairman of the Board 

William Rosenwald 
President 

David H. Sulzberger 
Chairman Executive Committee 
~lfred I . Esberg Morris Wolf 

William K. Frank 
Vice-Presidents 

Richard P . Limburg 
Treasurer 

Paul Felix Warburg 
Secretary 

Arthur D. Greenleigh 
Acting Executive Director 

NYA NOTES 

Plucked from the NYA Camp News 
column of the Shakopee, Minnesota , 
Argus-Tribune. 

"This week your committee repor
ter thought he would do the unusual 
by giving yru bits of interest about 
a group of fellows we are all proud 
to have out here - the European 
refugees . 

11 ••• Each one of these fellows is 
a bundle of inter est in himself , 
having left countries of political 
unrest to find this a haven of 
peace and r emuner ated work. They 
have all received their fi r st citi
zenship papers . 

"Leonard Wrablewski is from Ber
lin • •• He was advised by the Nati-0n
al Refugee Service that this would 
be the best place to become Ameri
canized •• • He tells us he is very 
happy to have been admitted to our 
school and is sure life here has 
helped him to thoroughly acquaint 
himself with American ways . 

"Henry Witkinski comes f r om Dan
zig • • • Henry says our school has gi
ven him a better impression of the 
U. S . He has t r avelled, met new 
people and is grateful for their 
kind cooperation . 

"Hans Quittner from Vienna en
joys our higher standard of living . 
He spoke of our differences in soc
ial activities, especially in our 
school system . He likes the idea 
of being able t o choose what one 
desires to study • •• •• Here at school 
Hans has been taking radio and in 
about three months will be through 
with his course . 

11Kurt Pollack also comes from 
Vienna . He arrived in America Feb
ruary, 1940 and after a few days of 
3eeing New York came to s chool her e 
•• • Kurt has been in camp ten months 
and has made many friends and at
tribut es to the camp much of his 
Americanization . He has finished 
the course in Air craft Mechanics 
and now is ready t o seek employment 
in that field . 

"Bernard Lich.man, too, is from 
Vienna • •• Bernard says he has accom
plished much her e and soon expects 
to go to work as the r esult of the 
radio course he is taking . Our 
school has helped him, also, to 
find his ideal. 11 

' ' 

~EGIO~ .. AL MEETI~ "GS HE.' .R ~ · : ~s 1941 P: :oG: :A14: 
MONSKY TALKS 
AT NEB MEETING 

Two hundred leaders of Jewish 
community life in Nebraska gath
ered on March 16 in Lincoln , at 
an NRS-JDC state meeting to dis
cuss the problems these two or
ganizations face in 1941 . 

Chairman of the session was 
Philip Klutznick of Omaha. The 
meeting heard addresses by Henry 
Monsky, president of B1nai B' rith, 
M. Robert Herman of the JDC , and 
Ephraim R. Gomberg of the Nation
al Refugee Service . Mr . Gomberg , 
who was introduced by Abe Q. 
Schimmel , chairman of the Lincoln 
Refugee Committee, stressed the 
need for continued r esettlement 
efforts and pointed out the new 
problems that NRS and the local 
committees face in 1941, placing 
particular emphasis upon voca
tional retraining . 

Straus Tells NY Stale Regional Group 
NRS Meets Needs Vifal To American Jews 

The story of the refugee and v1hat the National Refugee Service 
does to help him in his new home was ably presented by Robert ~ · 
Straus , New York City Councilman , and member of the NRS Board o~ Di
rector s , speaking before the New York and Eastern Canada Regional 
Conference of the Joint Distribution Committee held at Syracuse, N.Y. 
on April 6 . 

Mr . Straus was introduced by 
Eugene Warner, JDC regional 
chairman . Mr . Straus opened his 
address with a brief historical 
survey of the varied tides of im
migration that have come into 
America in the course of three 
centuries - Pilgrim, French Hu
genots , Irish , German , Slavic -
and discussed the factors making 
for the limitations imposed on 
immigrati on in 1924 . "The refu
gees from Germany are the first 
large group to come to the United 
States as a group s ince the new 

policy of the Federal Government 
has been on the statute books , " 
"Yr . Straus continued . 11 I t was 
thus quite natural that the lead
ars of the American Jewish commu
nity should feel that if the Uni
ted States was going to receive a 
large group of refugees 1t was 
necessary to create an organiza-

NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE 
REVIEWS REFUGEE WORK 

tion wh:i,.cl.l would do everything 
in its power to ease the problem 
of r eceiving , resettling , employ
ing and assimilating these new 
arrivals . This wq.s a decision 
which did not come out of New 
York but was, in fact , urged upon 
New York by J ewish leader s 
throughout the country . And so 
the National Refugee Service came 
into being . 11 

"Resettlement is a major part 
of the program of the National 
Refugee Service , " said Cecilia 
Razovsky, executive assistant of 
the NRS speaking at a state con-
ference of the Emigre Service 
Bureau of New Jersey held on 
March 2) at Asbury Park , N. J . 
11 The success of resettlement 
however is dependent upon the 
cooperation of state units like 
yours, 11 Miss Razovsky continued . 
"New Jersey ' s record is very 
good . But with the continued 
influx of refugees we cannot af
ford to let down . New Jersey 
and every other regional and lo
cal committee must continue to 
make its proper contribution to
ward this work of rescue . " 

Forty perxons repr esenting a 
dozen New Jersey communities at
tended the conference . A. L . 
Harris, director of the Emigre 
Service Bureau reported that the 
region had resettled 106 units 
in the period from January, 1940 
to March, 1941. The number of 
cooperating agencies in the 
state have increased from 11 to 
32 . Mr . Harris r eported a 
cheerful outlook for refugee em
ployment , saying that many com-

munities now had no unemployed 
refugees . 

The confer ence opened with an 
invocation by Rabbi A. S . Hymans 
of Asbury Park , folloVling which 
Joseph Steiner, chairman of the 
Emigre Service Bureau, explained 
the purpose of the meeting as 
that of bringing the importance 
of refugee ser vice to the commu
nities of New Jersey and of en
listing ever-increas ing communi
ty participation in the program . 
Other speakers were Dr. Manfred 
Arie , representative of the Uni
ted Jewish Appeal, Edgar S . Bam
berger , member of the Board of 
Directors of NRS , Mrs . Esther 
Jameson , executive director of 
the Essex County Council of Jew
ish Agencies , Mrs . Ida S . Segal 
execvtive director of the J SGA 
of Newark and Alice C. Simpson , 
assistant director of the Tren
ton Jewish Social Service Bureau. 
Charles Frankel of the Asbury 
Park committee, which acted as 
hos t to the conference, gave as
surance that his community V1ould 
respond to the needs of the re
fugee program . Similar assuran
ces wer e given by Mrs . Samuel H. 
Milburg of Jersey City and Mrs . 
Nathan Susskind of Bayonne . 

The work of the NRS in various 
fields was described by Mr . 
Straus . He reviewed its relief 
problems, the program of reset
tlement , its employment and so
cial and cultural services . In 
discussing the attitudes of the 
r efugees, Mr. Straus said that 
they had too great a respect for 
persons in authority . "We con
sider it an essential part of 
Americanism to treat all people 
in authority with a considerable 
amount of disres~ect," Mr . Straus 
said. 11 This psychological demo
cracy is , perhaps , a more impor
tant part of our whole national 
scene than our Constitution . I 
assure you, as one who has been 
in public office for some time , 
if I were ever to be treated with 
less disrespect than I am accus
tomed to I would r eally be wor
ried about the future of democra
cy in our country . " 

Mr. Straus concluded by saying 
"NRS in cooperation with the com
munities has done a good job up 
to now . But the need continues. 
Let us -- let every member of the 
American J ewish community - hel p 
in the completion of the job . 11 
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President Roosevelt Proclaims 
11 1 A.M AN AMERICAN" DA.Y 

WHEREAS Public Resolution No . 67 , approved May 3 , 1940 
provides in part : That the third Sunday in May each year be , 
and her eby is , set aside as Citizenship Day • •••• . •••••••••••• 
as a public occasion f or the recognition of all who , by 
coming of age or naturalization, have att;,.ined the status of 
citizenship , and the day shall be designated as "I Am An 
American Day ." 

That the civil and educational authorities be urged to 
make plans for the proper obs ervance of this day and for the 
full instruction of future citizens in their responsibili
ties and opportunities as citizens of the United States and 
of the States and localities in which they reside : 

NOW, THEREFORE , I , FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT , President of 
the United States of America , do hereby designate Sunday, May 
18 , 1941 as "I Am An .M.erican Day" and urge that this day be 
observed as a public occasion in recognition of our citizens 
who have attained their majorit y or who have been naturalized 
within the past year . And I do call upon all Federal , St ate , 
and local officials , and all patriotic , civil , and education
al organizations to join in exercises calculated t o impress 
upon all our citizens , both native-born and naturalized , the 
special significance of citi zenship in this Nation . 

ARCHBISHOP OF NEW ORLEANS 
PRAISES U.S,AS REFUGEF HAVEN 

A stirring plea for the continuation and extension of the proud 
American tradition of sanctuary was delivered by the Most Rev . Joseph 
Francis Rummel , Archbishop of New Orleans, at a dinner meeting of the 
congregation of Temple Sinai , New Orleans , on February 18 . 

MEETINGS 
SCHEDULED 

The National Refugee Service 
will participat e in the following 
meetings at which r efugee prob
lems will be discuss ed. Some of 
the meetings are sponsored by 1rns 
and its affiliated state and re
gional committees ; others by the 
Joint Distribution Committee and 
t he Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds . Thes e organi
zations have invited NRS to take 
tJart in the program . NRS parti
cipants are listed : 

April 24 . UJA Community Mass 
Meeting , Detroit, Mich . Dr . Wil
liam Haber to speak for NRS . 

April 29. Annual Meeting Feder a
tion of Temple Sist erhoods , De
troit, Mich. Miss Cecilia Razov
sky, Ass ' t . to the Executive Dil'
ector, to speak for NRS . 

April 30 . Campaign meeting , 
Westchester Coordinating Commit
t ee, Mt . Vernon. Ephraim R. Gom
berg , speaker for NRS. 

May 2 . Friday night services, 
New York. Mrs . Hanna Ziegler, 
Director of the Relief and Ser
vice Department, speaker f or NRS. 

May 8 . Zone Meeting, Hudson Coun
ty, New Jersey . 

Archbishop Rummel , after re- limiting immigration; the daily 
viewing the torrent of hatred curtailing of facilities for May 11 . NRS Regional Meeting, 
sweeping over Europe and paying transportation across the seas ; Los Angeles , California. 
tribute to the organized efforts the problem of finding necessary 
being made in America for the funds to aid refugees not only in 
care of the refugees , concluded coming to our shores but also in 
by saying, "Perhaps at the pres- becoming properly established, 
ent time we of the United States and above all t he serious task of 
are too much absorbed in the absorption and integration of the 
problem of adequate protection , refugees into our economic,' social 
self-preservation and the possi- and poli t ical life . However the 
bility of saving a great demo- United St at es and its citizens 
cr atic empire from falling prey will not f ail, not wi t hs tanding 
to the dictatorial Moloch , which the difficulty 
has set unto itself the t a sk of 11 In the past t he immigrants com
establishing a new world order , ing to our shores, and notably 
to think seriously through our those who came becaus e they found 
attitude in the future to the life impossible under t he political 
refugee problem . Nevertheless , and anti-social conditions that 
it will be a duty , which we can were prevalent in their native 

The Committee for Selec
ted Social Studies, under 
the auspices of Columbia 
University, is at present 
conducting a survey of new 
enterprises es tablished by 
ref ugees. One of its ob
jectives i s to f ind out how 
many positions have been 
created far either Ame~icans 
or r efugees in business en
ter1Jrises. 
Information may be s ent to 
the Committee at 285 Madi
s on Avenue, New York City . 

ill-afford to shirk, to carry in- lands; made val able contributions pectations and t hat the future will 
to the present and the next gen- t o the welfare, the progress and more than justify and reward the 
eration the r:i.agnif icant tr~dition the prosperity of the United States. confidence wi t h which we of America 
of humanitarianism, that was es t- We have indicated that many refu- will meet th i s almost unprecedented 
ablished by Washington , Jefferson, gees have already given evidence of problem in the spirit of humanitar
and other of the founders and s i milar contributions during the ianism and charity, which is eq~al
l eaders of our great country . few years of their presence amongst ly char acteristic of the best tra
Difficul ties there will be; the us . We may reasonably presume that di tions of J ewry and of Christiani
barriers set up by existing laws t he present warrants the same ex- ty .11 

\ J 
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BOOKS 
WE ESCAPED 

Twelve Personal Narratives of the 
Flight to America , Edited with an 

Introduction by William Allan 
Neilson . 258 pp. Nevi York . The 
Macmillan Company, $2.50 

The stories of the 12 people 
in this book , so simply t old , so 
bare of embellishment , have a 
stunning impact . Theirs is not a 
new story . But the matter -of -
fact details build s teadily a 
nervous tension and an atmosphere 
of stark fear . 

Here is a vivid picture of the 
fate that has overtaken millions 
of innocent individuals . Much of 
the value of the book is that 
these people are not merely sym
bols of a mass experience, but 
are individuals who have told of 
their lives before the Nazis and 
of the almost impossible es cape 
to freedom. There is a feeling 
of waiting-waiting-waiting -- for 
passports, paper s , visas, tickets, 
~ermits , releases, increasing the 
tension . There is a general 
quality of understatement that is 
frightening in its implications. 

A reserve officer from Holland 
tells his story of Germany' s sei
zure of his business and the 
flight of his wife and three 
children . A liberal-minded pro
fe ssor at Heidelberg knew that he 
was marked when Hitler came. A 
Berlin editor who fled to Czecho
slovakia and then fled again. A 
German Catholic writer who sought 
refuge in France and saw this 
great country collapse . Other 
Germans whos e ex eriences are re
lated are a young farmer , a paci
f ist lawyer , and a cattle breeder. 
There i s also a girl artis t from 
Prague of '.':ealthy background, who 
leaves her beautiful country re
luctantly . 

Leaders of religion in t he 
United St ates are displaying an 
increased eagerness to organi ze a 
common front ag~inst hatred and 
prejudice , their common enemies. 

''LOYAL ALIENS A PRICELESS ASSE"l;\\ 
SAYS ATTORNEY-GENERAL JACKSON 

11 Loyal aliens are not intrud
ers to be merely tolerated. 
They are priceless assets for 
the defense of democracy if we 
have the wit to cultivate t hem." 
So said Attorney General Robert 
H. Jackson address ing 1,300 per
s ons at a dinner of t he Common 
Counci l for American Unity held 
i n New York on April 3. 

The Attorney Gener al said 
t hat t he United States could 
11 0ut- fifth-column t he mas ter 
f ifth-columnist, Adolf Hitler 
himself. Mos t Amer i cans because 
of their defensive attitude to
ward the so-called fifth column 
have failed to r ealize that t he 
r eal vulner ability is Hitler' s , 
not ours , 11 Mr . Jackson continued. 
11 His over-extended domain now in
cludes millions of alien and un
willing subjects full of revenge 
and on the verge of insurrection. 
They constitute the greatest 
fifth-column opportunity in his
tory.11 

11 Given the help of our immi
grants from the recent ly op-

One of the most interesting and 
s ignificant examples of this in
creased desire for amity is the 
current publication of a volume 
f or the general reading public, 
"The Rel igions of Democracy, 11 
written in collaboration by three 
religious schollars, Protestant, 
Catholic and Jew . 

The authors - Dr . William 
Adams Brown, of the Union Theolo
gical Seminary; Father J. Elliot 
Ross, prominent Catholic preacher 
and former professor of moraJ 
theology at Catholic University; 
and Dr. Louis Finkelstein, presi
dent of the Jewish Theological 
Seminary ~ make no effort to ar
gue the merits of one religion 
against the other . Each one en
deavors to give readers a clear 
and simple exposition of the 
principal beliefs , creeds and 
pr act ices of each r eligion. 

The new volume is published 
under the spons orship of the Na
t i onal Conferenc e of Chris tians 
and Jews in line with its aim to 
promote unders tanding and cooper~ 
ation between Americans of all 
faiths. 

pressed countries, 11 Mr . Jackson 
declared, 11 we could send in Eur
ope 1 s own tongue from her own na
ti ve sons messages of their pro
gress and happiness under free 
institutions that would stir new 
vitality for democracy in every 
occupied country in Europe . 11 Mr. 
Jackson also urged modernization 
of the immigration laws to per
mit a "firmer but more flexible 
alien control. 11 

Presiding at the dinner was 
Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
Guests included Senator Harold 
H. Burton of Ohio, Louis Adamic, 
Archibald MacLeish, and Edward 
Corsi, former Commis sioner of 
Immigrat ion. 

At the dinner's conclusion 
Mrs. Roosevelt said, 11 I should 
like to send you all home with 
the f eeling that we cannot com
promise with fear and cruelty. 
We are Americans all, working 
t ogether for a new world." 

80 Convene in Va 
To Discuss Program 

Eighty leaders in refugee work 
representing 11 communities ga
thered at the Virginia State 
meeting on March 30 in Richmond 
to review the work of the past 
year and to plan the r efugee pro
gram for the coming year. 

Sol Fass of Portsmouth was e
lected chairman of the state or
ganization, I. November of Rich
mond was chosen as vice-chairman 
and William Schwartzchild, Jr. of 
Richmond was selected as treasur
er . These officers and Morton G. 
Thalheimer, chairman of the nom
inating committee, will meet at 
an early date to choose regional 
chairmen. 

A budget of $3,000 for stat e 
refugee work was adopted. The 
amount is to be r aised by propor
tionate assessments on the commu
nities . It was decided to engage 
a part-time field worker and a 
part-time case worker . 

9 
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REFUGEE 

MIDDLETOWN 
Community Cooperation Shown in Minneapolis\ Refugee Work 
Is Typical of Hundreds of American Cities 

The panorama of refugee work in one city ~ a panorama typical 
of half a hundred of the larger cities in America -- is unfolded in 
the report of the Minneapolis Refugee Service Committee. As one of 
the most complete reports ever made covering the refugee activities in 
a single city it is of general interest to all who are helping to make 
new Americans into good Americans. It is truly a "Refugee Middletown!' 

The general spirit of the re
port is summarized by Charles I. 
Cooper, executive secretary of 
the Minneapolis Federation f or 
Jewish Service . Mr. Cooper said, 
11 In kaleidoscopic fashion we have 
presented a picture of the vari
ous aspects of the refugee pro
gram in our city. Here was a 
perfect interplay of forces to 
facilitate the adjustment of the 
newcomers to our city; on the one 
hand were the lay leaders, the 
folks who gave personal service , 
on the other were the profe ssion
al workers . Neither , working a
lone, could have accomplished the 
job satisfactorily. The two, 
working together , in a spirit of 
teamwork, achieved results that 
ar e noteworthy. The question is 
often asked; what is professional 
social work in relation to the 
services of the volunteer? I 
have always maintained that the 
professional is not a substitute 
for the volunteer. The profes
sional is the engineer who oils 
the machinery and makes it run. 
The more competent the profession 
al work , the greater release 
there is for the service of the 
volunteer. Here we have a per
fect example of community team
work.11 

200 REFUGEES IN MINNEAPOLIS 

Minneapolis, too, has a relief 
problem. The refugee population 
of Minneapolis numbers about 200 . 
A third of these have come from 
New York on r esettlement quotas; 
two-fifths have come to join r el
atives or friends in the city; 
the remainder are "self-reset
tled." More than three-quarters 
of these refugees have sought 
some assistance from the local 
refugee committee other than em
ployment service. For example, 
in the eight months up to Septem
ber, 1940, 91 persons received 
financial aid from the Refugee 
Relief and Service Committee. The 
average length of dependency was 
100 days. In these eight months 

the committee spent $6,700 on the 
item of relief. 

Bernard C. Zalkind of the re
lief committee reported that, 11 .. 
budgets upon the basis of which 
relief is granted wer e carefully 
studied by the committee. Food 
budgets are about 10 percent high
er than those of the local public 
agency ..• Allowances for clothing, 
incidentals and utilities are a
bout equal to those made by the 
public agency. Rentals are from 
$2 to $20 a month above the maxi
mum allowances of public welfare; 
they are not higher , however, 
than the allowances f ormerly made 
by the JFWA when that agency had 
a relief program. 11 

MRS. BRIN SEES REFUGEES AS FUTURE 
ASSETS IN COMMUNITY LIFE 

Much of the success of the re
fugee program in Minneapolis may 
be attributed to the efforts of 

' Mrs. Arthur Brin , chairman of the 
Refugee Service Committee as well 
as of the state committee. Mrs. 
Brin is a former national presi
dent of the National Council of 
Jewish Women and has been cited 
by Mrs. Roosevelt as one of the 
10 outstanding women in the Uni
ted States. In the course of the 
report Mrs. Brin describes the 
philosophy Minneapolis applies to 
refugee work saying , 11 The aim of 
the committee is to help the new
comers to adjust to life in our 
city so that eventually they may 
become active participants in our 
synagogal, our communal, and our 
social life. For this reason 
our committee for refugee service 
stresses its educational work, 
the teaching of a new language; 
it provides opportunities to meet 
the citizens of a new country; it 
seeks to make synagogue contacts; 
to give help in sickness, to give 
friendship in loneliness, and re
lief in need. Above all we rea
lize the necessity of securing 
employment so that the immigrant 
can have a sense of security, in-

dependence and dignity. 11 

The job Minneapolis has done 
on the l ast mentioned point -
employment -- is sho~m in the r e
port of Mrs . Charles Rauch , di
r ector of the Jewish Employment 
Service . During the year (Sept. 
1939 to Sept . 1940) 109 refugees 
r egistered for employment and 43 
re-registered from the previous 
year. The employment service 
made 144 placements : 66 regular 
jobs, 78 temporary or seasonal. 
Mrs. Rauch reports, 11We find that 
these 144 jobs wer e distributed 
among 76 individuals. In check
ing the other 76 of the 152 who 
came to our office we find: 

12 found jobs through friends and 
relatives. 
9 women decided to become home
makers when their husbands found 
jobs. 
12 left town. 
6 were students who started 
s chool. 
11 were engaged in various types 
of small businesses. 
2 were musicians who wanted us to 
recommend pupils . 
9 were transferred to the St .Paul 
committee. 
12 had jobs but came to discuss 
some problem. 
only 3 were never placed. 11 

Job placements included 2 pro
fessional internships; 20 sales 
jobs; 4 office jobs; 18 service 
jobs; 36 skilled workers. 

(Other services which the commun
ity of "Refugee Middletm'.'Il 11 of
fers to the emigre will be des
cribed in the May Community Bull
etin.) 

·~ · 
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REFUGEE 
TOPS 
CLASS AT 
FARM 
SCHOOL 

Clipped from the New York Times 
of March 24 ... 

FARM SCHOOL CLASS 
IS LED BY REFUGEE 

German Youth Wins Prizes at 
Doylestown, Pa .--1500 persons at 
Graduation Exercises. 

Doylestown, Pa. March 23 
Kurt Nathan of Binghamton, N.Y., 
who fled Germany in 1937 and 
came to America to gain an edu
cation and life in a democracy, 
was the student receiving high
est honors today at the forty
first annual commencement of the 
National Farm School. 

He was not only valedictorian 
of the graduating cl ass for at
taining the highest scholastic 
record but he received also the 
prize f or the most outstanding 
refugee student and a prize for 
the most capable senior in hor
ticulture. Another award to him 
was a scholarship in horticul
ture which will enable him to 
remain at the school another 
year. 

MA.KING 

NEW A.MERICA.NS 

A refugee enrolled in the 
baking course under the Retrain
ing Division of NRS writes: 

11 First of all I want to tell 
you that I am very thankful for 
having the chance to take the 
baking course. 

"It is astonishing how the 
pupils are able to work by them
selves after having taken a 
couple of lessons if you also 
still consider that all the men 
have been working in quite dif
ferent kinds of business on the 
other side. 

11 I am fully convinced that 
after six months' time everyone 
will be qualified to work as a 
very good helper in every bakery 
of this good country and so will 
be able to make easily his liv-

Roanoke, VO. Now Gers Ifs Wiener 
Schnitzel From Refugee Arthur Blum 

Above pictured is "Arthur's Old Vienna" newly opened restaurant 
in Roanoke, Va. "Arthur" is Arthur Blum, a refugee resettled through 
NRS. The enterprise was financed through the generosity of Arthur 
Taubman, Chairman of the local refugee committee . Roanoke is in the 
midst of a "defense boom" and Mr. Blum ' s business opens under the 
brightest of auspices . 

FOOTNOTES ON THE INTEGRATION OF REFUGE ES 
ing. 

"I still want 
f ew words about 
Mr. Sultan . 

to tell you a 
the instructor, 

. 11 He is a man of high quality. 
His great understanding, his 
g~eat _knowledge about baking, 
his kindness and his patience 
make it possible for all of us 
to follow easily every part of 
the course. He really is the 
right man on the right place." 

With best regards, 

PAUL KLEIN 

Joseph H. Papo, executive 
secretary of the Jewish Social 
Service Agency, Duluth, Minn., 
writes to tell us that Mr. and 
Mrs. Walter Austerlitz have been 
in Duluth for one year. As soon 
as they arrived, they enrolled 
in the Americanization classes 
sponsored by the Board of Educa
tion. Last month a contest was 
held to pick the best theme on 
the subject: "Why I Am Glad To 
Live In The United States." Mr. 
Austerlitz won the first prize 
for the men students and Mrs. 
Austerlitz won the first prize 
for the women contestants. 

11Mr. Austerlitz is working 
and has made many friends. Both 
Mr. and Mrs. Austerlitz are hap
py and are looking forward to 
the arrival of their closest rel
atives from greater Germany. 11 
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Cjeo. Af erlalle "WE WILL HAVE FAITH" 

11When NRS was taken into the 
joint drive of the UJA there was 
recognized in it something of 
such far reaching importance that 
we are justified in seeing what 
its consequences and considera
tions must be," said George z. 
Medalie, formerly United States 
Attorney for Southern District 
of New York and President of the 
Federation of the Jewish Philan
thropic Societies, addressing a 
special evening session of the 
Annual Meeting of the National 
Refugee Service on May 24. 

11 The two million first allot
ment will be spent before half 
the year is over. And it is 
spent in a faith, a faith that 
the Jews of this country will not 
desert a Jewish and humanitarian 
cause. So the great problem is 
'What shall we do for the rest of 
the year? 1 

'' 

Mr. Medalie continued with a 
discussion of the importance of 
the work of NRS. He declared 
that the challenge of the "natu
ral-born haters" that the refu
gees would take bread out of the 
mouths of Americans had been met. 
Through NRS men and women were 

rehabilitated, readjusted, reset
tled, and given a new chance. 

"You will find a solution," Mr. 
Medalie said in closing, 11 because 
our people have never shirked a 
problem put to them in any day of 
crisis. That crisis is certainly 
here. What others may be ahead 
of us we do not know, but with 
confidence we accept the diffic
ulties presented to us." 

GEORGE MEDALIE 

BOOKS 
TODAY'S REFUGEES, TOMORROW'S 
CITIZENS Harpers $J.OO 
A Story of Americanization by 
Gerhart Saenger 

It was inevitable that a pen
etrating social study of refugee 
adjustment in America was due to 
be written. Many people will 
consider it fortunate that it 
was Dr. Saenger who did the job 
on this important topic. All 
persons interested in refugees-
lay and professional alike -
will enlarge their understanding 
of their field of interest by 
reading it. 

A refugee himself, his book 
is based on studies of dozens of 
other refugees. He was assisted 
in the preparation of the mater
ial by 40 students of the social 
sciences from Columbia Universi
ty, Hunter College, City College 
of New York, Brooklyn College, 
and the New York School of Social 
Work. 

The book takes up the histori
cal background of the refugees, 
their arrival in America, their 
characteristics, their Americani
zation and social adjustment , 

MEETING URGES GREATER 
family life, economic problems, 

LOCAL PARTICIPATION re~:.ittlement and their attitude 

(Continued from Page 1) 

able to analyze what we are doing 
as a total community, and knowing 
how to meet the problems of the 
NRS". 

William J. Shrader, Cincinnati 
the next speaker, said: "Our ob
ligations are not only for the 
sake of those we are helping, not 
only for the sake of standing a
mong Jews, but more particularly 
because any failure on our part 
to meet our full obligation is 
going to destroy the Jewish stand
ing in America upon which not on
ly we depend, but any hope of the 
world Jewry depends." 

Dr. Solomon Lowenstein, New 
York, urged that community lead
ers assume full responsibility 
for interpreting the program of 
NRS to their people at home. 

Samuel Goldhamer, Cleveland, 
reinforced the point with a plea 
-for a clearer understanding by 

the communities of the problems 
of NRS. Herbert Mallinson, Dal
las, speaking as a member of one 
of the nation's smaller communi
ties, said that his city was sol
idly behind the NRS, both in 
point of financing and resettle
ment. Morris Wolf, P~iladelphia, 
Robert K. Straus, New York, Day 
Apte, Miami and many other Board 
members participated in the dis-
cussion. 

Sholem Asch, distinguished 
novelist, in a brief but moving 
address, described the great im
pression the work of the NRS had 
made upon him. He urged that 
every opportunity be provided for 
its continuance. 

The afternoon session closed 
with reports on the national re
training program by Walter Bier
inger of Boston and on the nation
al resettlement activity by Dr. 
Maurice Taylor of Pittsburgh. 

toward it, and what refugees are 
contributing to the country. The 
volume is filled with scores of 
case studies aptly and inter
estingly presented. His discus
sion,in connection with resettle
ment, treats of the National Ref
ugee Service and many of its af
filiated committees. 

In a foreword to the book, Dr. 
Eduard C. Lindeman of the New 
York School of Social Work writes: 

"Social scientists will read this 
volume with interest and profit. 
Social workers will .... find Dr. 
Saenger's essay to be an indis
pensable handbook. Refugees will 
discover in its pages both a re
iteration of one of our oldest 
traditions, namely that of pro
viding asylum for the oppressed, 
and a challenge to our current 
attitudes." 

( · 
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Annual Meeting Decides Upon Broader 
Community Participation in NRS Program 

l/l6e~t 
l/6~a.ha.m~on 

NEW NRS DIRECTOR 
TO TAKE POST JULY 1 

Albert Abrahamson, associate 
professor of economics at Bowdoin 
College, will become executive 
director of the National Refugee 
Service July 1, it was announced 
at the Board meeting. Mr. Abra
hamson fills a post vacated by Dr. 
William Haber. During the inter
im between Dr. Haber's return to 
the University of Michigan and Mr. 
Abrahamson' s appointment, Arthur 
D. Greenleigh has held the post 
of acting executive director. 

(Continued on Page 7) 

Continuation of the program of aid to refugees in the United States 
was described "as of primary importance in these critical times," by 
leaders from all parts of the United States who attended the Annual 
Meeting of the members and Directors of the National Refugee Service, 
on May 25 in New York City. The largest assembly ever called together 
by the National Refugee Service voted unanimously to continue the refu
gee program at its present level, at least, and to take steps to ac
quaint the country with the importance of its services. 

At a general session devoted 
to reports and a discussion of 
the agency's fiscal problems and 
their relation to the continuing 
needs of refugees in America, the 
executive committee was instruc
ted to continue all activities of 
the organization at their present 
level. David Hays Sulzberger, 
chairman of the executive commit
tee, presided at the session. 
Reports by William Rosenwald, 
president of NRS, Arthur D. 
Greenleigh, acting executive di
rector, Richard P. Limburg, 
treasurer, and I. Edwin Goldwas
ser, chairman of the budget com
mittee, were approved. 

This session was preceeded by 
a meeting of the Board of the 
National Refugee Service, at 
which several important motions 
were passed broadening the direc
torship of the organization, a 
step reflecting the widening com
munity interest in the American 
refugee program. Vera Micheles 
Dean, research director of the 
Foreign Policy Association, and 
Dr. William Haber, former execu
tive director of the NRS, addres
sed a luncheon session which was 
also the occasion for introducing 
Albert Abrahamson, professor of 
economics at Bowdoin College, who 
will become executive director of 
NRS July 1. 

All present officers of the 
NRS were re-elected. 95 direc
tors were re-elected and forty 
additional directors, represent
ing 22 communities, were also 
named to the board. 

The recommendation that the 
communities of the nation be made 
more thoroughly aware of the out
standing service performed in 
their behalf by the NRS was ini
tiated by Jacob Blaustein, Balti
more. 

Mr. Blaustein told the group 
that neither the communities 
throughout the country nor the 
community in New York were, in 
his opinion, fully aware of the 
great work the NRS was doing. He 
urged steps to correct this situ
ation and called for wider commu
nity participation in the NRS 
program . 

"I think it necessary that 
local communities get a better 
understanding of what the total 
program is", said Samuel A. 
Goldsmith, Chicago. 11We have 
large obligations locally. We 
have assumed equally large or 
larger financial obligations with 
regard to national and overseas 
programs ... it is very important 
that we go home from this meeting 

(Continued on Page 8) 
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OFFICERS REPORT--

A/ )l<._g 7'inanceJ f!t:itical 
"This yea:r the United Jewish 

Appeal has allotted to the Nation
al Refugee Service $2 ,000,000 to 
be furnished out of initial sums 
collected'', William Rosenwald, 
president of NRS, reported to the 
Boa:rd of Directors. "But this re
presents a sum only la:rge enough 
to cover pa:rtial needs of the 
work •.. remember that $3 ,477 ,OOO 
were needed to provide minimum 
NRS services in 1940 ... In Janu
a:ry, the Board of Directors voted 
a budget of $4,342,000 ... a con
servative budget intended only to 
meet minimum needs. As can be 
seen, it is more than double the 
initial allotment from the United 
Jewish Appeal ... The possibility 
that the work of the National Re
fugee Service may be faced with a 
disastrous financial crisis, cre
ating a situation which will work 
ha:rdship on both the refugee and 
the American Jewish Community 
must be avoided. 

"There is an affirmation of 
hope that needs to be expressed at 
this moment. Thus fa:r the refugee 
problem has been met in this coun
try in a truly democratic fashion. 
It is to be hoped that this will 
continue to be the case. At no 
moment must over-zealousness, or 
hysteria, be allowed to supplant 
the methods of those who a:re work-
ing so successfully at present, 
doing the job. 

"Thus with both f unds and the 
opportunity to continue provided 
we can be assured that one section 
of the democratic process will not 
fail." 

Arthur D. Greenleigh, acting 
executive director of NRS pointed 
out in his report the diffi cult 
age problem the agency must face, 
"the problem of what to do with 
the increasingly older group of 
refugees. Over half the refugees 
registered for employment with the 
agency a:re over 40 years of age 
and 44 percent of our relief group 
have been receiving assistance for 
more than a yea:r. 11 

Mr. Greenleigh urged expansion 
of the agency's vocational retrain
ing and capital loan service as a 
pa:rtial solution to the problem. 

Refugee retraining by NRS at pre
sent, he reported, offers courses 
in 30 different t rades and occupa
tions, including dental mechanics, 
baking, restaurant cooking , milli
nery, power machine operation, up
holstery, printing, accounting, 
auto repair, and domestic service. 
He cited the retraining courses 
being made available in such com
munities as Philadelphia, Roches
ter, Milwaukee, Boston,Pittsburgh, 
Cleveland, and Baltimore, in addi
tion to NRS efforts in New York, 
and stated that NRS was ready to 
assist local communities in estab
lishing such projects. 

"The difficulties inherent in 
coping with the economic adjust
ment and Americanization of a 
group predominantly rrQddle aged 
have been stressed", Mr. Greenleigh 
said. "But this is a problem. 
which can be reduced by diligent 
and painstaking work on the pa:rt 
of both volunteer and profession
al workers". 

GREENLEIGH PAYS TRIBUTE 
TO OFFICER'S COOPERATION 

In conclusion Mr. Greenleigh 
added: "The period covered by 
this report roughly approximates 
the interim between the retire
ment of Dr. William Haber and the 
appointment of the new Executive 
Director, Mr. Albert Abrahamson. 
As indicated in the report, the 
complex and rapidly changing pro
blems facing the agency during 
this period -- problems of fund
raising, problems of cash short
ages, and operati onal problems 
dealing with every phase of the 
agency's activity -- have been as 
perplexing as they have been con
tinuous. It would have been im
possible for the interim execu
tive director to cope with these 
situations were it not for the 
unflagging cooperation of offic
ers , the executive committee, 
members of the Boa:rd, and the 
loyalty of the NRS staff. I am. 
genuinely grateful for having 
been afforded the opportunity of 
directing this great and unique 
American refugee service during 
the past four months and contri
buting my small sha:re in its op
eration." 

ger, Boston, 
told the Boa:rd 
meeting of the 
progress of re
training plans 
initiated in 
the last four 
months by NRS. 

Vera Dean, 
Wm.Haber 
Speak 

At a luncheon session of the 
meeting Vera Micheles Dean, re
sea:rch director of the Foreign 
Policy Association, told the as
semblage that "the present con
test in Europe is not a choice 
between Hitler's plan for a new 
order and a return to the world 
disorder of August, 1939. We 
must recognize that in order to 
challenge the Nazis America and 
Britain must offer the conquered 
peoples of E'urope a future differ
ent from that of the last 20 
yea:rs. We must'~ she said, "offer 
them all that Nazi new order pro
mises them -- all that and free
dom too". 

Dr. William Haber, professor 
of economics at the University of 
Michigan and former executive di
rector of NRS, addressing the 
same meeting, urged NRS to be 
flexible enough to meet the refu
gee problem of the future and any 
emergencies which might a:rise out 
of the uncertain international 
situation. "The American commu
nity", he said, "might well be 
proud of what it has built in the 
National Refugee Service and what 
it has accomplished in coopera
tion with it". 

(! ommitteeJ 
a:re urged to send stories of re
fugee resettlement and adjust
ment to the Community Bulletin. 
Such stories a:re doubly apprec
iated if accompanied by good 
pictures. 

I 
.J 

URGE EXTENSION OF 
RETRAINING PROGRAM 

Extension of local retraining 
projects throughout the country 
with NRS giving financial aid was 
the theme of the report of the 
National Retraining Advisory Com
mittee. 

The recommendations of the 
committee covered the following 
points: 

1. The desirability of utiliz
ing retraining opportunities 
throughout the country as a 
stimulus to r esettlement. 

2. The advisability of libera
lizing policy with regard to 
financial pa:rticipation of the 
National Refugee Service in the 
costs of retraining. 

3. The necessity for visits to 
communities selected for pro
ject initiation by chairmen of 
the Committee and the staff of 
the Retraining Division. 

4. The need for establishing 
projects of short duration, 
three months maximum, adapted 
to the industrial needs of the 
community. 

Personnel of the Committee in
cludes: Co-chairman; Walter H. 
Bieringer,Boston and Sol Weinberg 
Philadelphia; Mortimer Adler, Ro
chester; Mrs. Ely Jacques Kahn, 
New York; Meyer Kestnbaum,Chicago, 
Robert Laza:rus, Columbus; Philip 
N. Lillienthal Jr., San Francisco; 
Richa:rd O. Loenga:rd, New York; J. 
A. Rosenkranz, Los Angeles; Max R. 
Wainer, Philadelphia; Erich M. 
Wa:rburg,New York; Paul Felix War
burg, New York. 

Al )l<._g .f/JJ~ 
'Ol t:ectot;~ 

(Continued from Previous Page) 

Milton Sta:rr, Nashville 
Nathan M. Stein, Milwaukee 
Charles S. Strull, Louisville 
Arthur H. Sulzberger, NYC 
Morton G. Thalhimer, Richmond 
Eugene Warner, Buffalo 
David Watchmaker, Boston 
Maurice Wertheim, NYC 

11 

fie P'cou.t:I og .f/met:lca ·~ l/et:lta9e ,, 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, NRS 

Boa:rd member, Director of the 
Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America , and member 
of the President's Advisory Com
mittee on Political Refugees, 
speaking at the Boa:rd meeting: 

"Let me say a word just as an 
American. An ordinary everyday 
American proud of the heritage 
of our country in affording an 
asylum and refuge to those op
pressed by tyranny in other 
lands. As one who cherishes the 
good name and honor of America, 
I feel that the work you have 
done in this connection is of 

(Continued from Page 1) 

William Rosenwald, president 
of NRS, expressed conviction that 
Mr. Abrahamson would continue the 
high standards of administrative 
ability established by Dr. Haber 
and continued by Mr. Greenleigh. 

"Mr. Abrahamson 1 s wide experi
ence in both the public and pri
vate field of social welfa:re, as 
well as his academic training, 
provide him with an extraordina:ry 
background for the extremely del
icate job of r ehabilitating those 
refugees who have been successful 
in migrating to the United States. 
Mr. Abrahamson's ability as ad
ministrator was ably demonstrated 
in connection with his associa
tion with the Work Projects Ad
ministration in Maine. His ex
perience as executive director of 
the Jewish Occupational Council 
will be invaluable to the Nation
al Refugee Service in its efforts 
to secure the economic adjustment 
of refugees in general and to 
broaden its vocational retraining 
program. The Boa:rd of Directors 
of the National Refugee Service 
feel that the interests of the 
American Jewish community will be 
admirably served by the appoint
ment of Mr. Abrahamson.u 

In accepting the appointment 
Mr. Abrahamson stated that "as 
executive director ' shall do my 
best to help in meeting the mani
fold problems that face the or
ganization. The NRS has an ex-

SAYS DR. CAVERT 

enormous importance. As a mat
ter of fact, not all of our peo
ple realize that all of us Amer
icans are refugees, or immi
grants, or at least descendants 
from them not very fa:r back. 

"Whether we came in the May
flower or whether in the Excali
bur from Portugal only a few 
weeks ago, the basic thing about 
us is all the same. We a:re all 
descendants from people who have 
found in this country an opportu
nity to live a life of peace and 
freedom." 

tremely important task to perform 
during the troubled months ahead. 
I am well awa:re of the responsi
bility involved in guiding the 
functioning of the organization 
which in 1940 received and hand
led more than 300,000 individual 
requests for services, extended 
cash assistance to more than 
18,000 different individuals, 
found 5,000 jobs for refugees, 
and assisted in the resettlement 
of more than 5,100 persons from 
ports of entry to other communi
ties throughout the country". 

Mr. Abrahamson is a native of 
Portland, Maine. He attended 
Bowdoin College, and upon gradu
ation in 1926 did graduate work 
in economics during the next two 
yea:rs at Columbia University. In 
1928 he became a member of the 
faculty of Bowdoin College and 
has been associated with that in
stitution ever since. 

At va:rious times during the 
past seven yea:rs he has interrup
ted his academic ca:reer to assume 
important governmental and priv
ate posts. In 1934-35 he served 
as economist with a special cabi
net committee in Washington. In 
July, 1935 he was appointed State 
Work Projects Administrator for 
Maine. Resigning this position 
in June, 1937, he returned to the 
Bowdoin College faculty. In 1939 
-40 he served as executive direc
tor of the Jewish OccupationaJ 
Council. 
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AIR~ 
Adds 40 Directors Representing 22 Communities 

The Board of Directors of the 
National Refugee Service , at its 
annual meet ing on May 25, elected 
the following off icers: 

Professor Joseph P. Chamberlain, 
Chairman of the Board of Direct ors 

Mr. William Rosenwald, President 

Vice Presidents: 
Alfred I. Esberg, San Francisco 
William K. Frank, Pittsburgh 
David H. Sulzberger, New York 
Morris Wolf, Philadelphia 

Mr. Richard P. Limburg, Treasurer 
Mr. Paul Felix Warburg, Secretary 

E xecu.tlve 
e omm lttee 

Appointed as members of t he Ex
ecutive Committee were : 

Joseph P. Chamberlain, NYC 
Alfred I. Esberg, San Francisco 
Mrs. Myron S. Fa~, Jr., NYC 
Richard S. Goldman, NYC 
Samuel A. Goldsmith, Chicago 
I. Edwin Goldwasser, NYC 
Harry Greenstein, Baltimore 
William Haber, Ann Arbor 
Joseph C. Hyman, NYC 
S. Marshall Kempner, NYC 
Albert D. Lasker, NYC 
Peter I. B. Lavan, NYC 
Richard P. Limburg, NYC 
Solomon Lowenstein, NYC 
Clarence E. Pickett, Philadelphia 
William Rosenwald, Greenwich, Conn. 
David H. Sulzberger, NYC 
Erich M. Warburg, NYC 
Paul Felix Warburg, NYC 
Ethel H. Wise, NYC 
Jonah B. Wise, NYC 

Members of the Board of Directors 
re-elected were: 

Mr. Michael G. Appel, Brooklyn 
Mri;. Max Ascoli, NYC 
Mrs. George Backer, NYC 
Paul Baerwald, NYC 
William H. Baldwin, NYC 

Edgar S. Bamber ger, West Orange 
Walter H. Bi eringer, Boston 
J acob Billikopf, Philadelphia 
J acob Blaustei~~. Baltimore 
Abner Bregman, ro:C 
David M. Bressler, NYC 
Alexander Brest, Jacksonville 
Arthur Brin, Minneapolis 
John S. Burke, NYC 
Benjamin J. Buttenwieser, NYC 
Fred M. Butzel, Detroit 
Louis Caplan, Pittsburgh 
Dudley S. Cates, NYC 
Prof. Joseph P. Chamberlain, NYC 
Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, NYC 
Ben Cone, Greensboro 
David Dubinsky, NYC 
Alfred I. Esberg, San Francisco 
G. A. Efroymson, Indianapolis 
Mrs. Sydney B. Erlanger, NYC 
Mrs. Myron S. Falk, Jr., NYC 
John M. Frank, Chicago 
William K. Frank, Pittsburgh 
Henry J. Friendly, NYC 
Richard S. Goldman, NYC 
Mrs. Maurice L. Goldman, San Fran. 
Samuel A. Goldsmith, Chicago 
I. Edwin Goldwasser, NYC 
Monroe Goldwat er, NYC 
Harry Greenstein, Baltimore 
Adolph Held, NYC 
William Haber, Ann Arbor 
David M. Heyman, NYC 
Max Hirsch, Cincinnati 
Max S . Hirsch, Portland, O. 
Philip C. Jessup, NYC 
Alvin S. Johnson, NYC 
Mrs. Ely J. Kahn, NYC 
S. Marshall Kempner, NYC 
Louis E. Kirstein, Boston 
Martin B. Kohn, Baltimore 
Daniel E. Koshland, San Francisco 
Albert D. Lasker, NYC 
Florina Lasker, NYC 
Peter I. B. Lavan, NYC 
Robert Lazarus, Columbus 
Robert Lehman, NYC 
Joseph C. Hyman, NYC 
David de Sola Pool, NYC 
Charles J. Liebman, NYC 
Richard P. Limburg, NYC 
Isidor Loeb, St. Louis 
Joseph P. Loeb, Los Angeles 
Richard O. Loengard, NYC 
Solomon Lowenstein, NYC 
Herbert Mallinson, Dallas 
James G. McDonald, Brooklyn 
Henry Monsky, Omaha 
William A. Neilson, Conn. 
Clarence E. Pickett, Philadelphia 
Michael J. Ready, Washington, DC 
William Rosenwald, Conn. 
Simon Sakowitz, Houston 
Edgar Salinger, NYC 
Ludwig Schiff, Los Angeles 

Eustace Seligman, NYC 
William J. Shroder, Cincinnati 
Joseph Silber, Cleveland 
Edgar B. Stern, New Orleans 
Hugh Grant Straus, Brooklyn 
Mrs. Nathan Straus, Valhalla, NY 
Lewis L. Strauss, NYC 
David H. Sulzberger, NYC 
Frank L. Sulzberger, Chicago 
William B. Thalhimer, Richmond 
Jerome I. Udell, NYC 
F. Frank Vorenberg , Boston 
Edward M. M. Warburg, NYC 
Erich M. Warburg, NYC 
Paul Felix Warburg, NYC 
George L. Warren NYC 
Albert C. Weihl, Cincinnati 
Frank L. Weil, NYC 
Sol Weinberg, Philadelphia 
William Allen White, Emporia, Kan. 
Henry Wineman, Detroit 
Ethel H. Wise, NYC 
Jonah B. Wise, NYC 
Ralph Wolf, NYC 
Morris Wolf, Philadelphia 

A/ew 'Oltectot~ 
New members added to the Board 

included: 

Mortimer J. Adler, Rochester 
Day J. Apte, Miami 
Milton Baruch, Los Angeles 
Joseph M. Berne, Cleveland 
Louis S. Bing, Jr., Cleveland 
Paul Eissinger, San Francisco 
Mark Brunswick, NYC 
Judge Philip Forman, Trenton 
Max A. Freschl, Milwaukee 
Albert H. Heller, St. Paul 
Mrs. Howard Heyman, Houston 
Stanley M. Isaacs, NYC 
Gustav H. Kann, Pittsburgh 
Edward H. Kavinoky, Buffalo 
Alexander S. Keller, Hartford 
Meyer Kestnbaum, Chicago 
Richard E. Lang, Seattle 
Rabbi Morris Lazaron, Baltimore 
Read Lewis, NYC 
Carl M. Loeb, Jr , NYC 
George z. Medalie, NYC 
Charles w. Morris, Louisville 
Eugene Oberdorfer, Atlanta 
George Oppenheimer, Kansas City 
Edward G. Platt, St. Louis 
Mrs. Maurice B. Rich, Brooklyn 
Judge Morris Rothenberg, NYC 
Dr. Llewellyn Sale, St. Louis 
Samuel S. Schneierson, NYC 
Mrs. Benjamin Spitzer, Brooklyn 
Abraham Srere, Detroit 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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SHOLEM ASCH 
11P'coatl og W o'clc og Al RS'' 

"I am proud to part icipat e in 
the noble work of the National 
Refugee Service , which is, I be
lieve, in the highest traditions 
of American Judaism11 , said Sholem 
Asch, beloved Jewish writ er, 
speaking at the meeting of the 
NRS Board of Directors. 

11 The present war is not prim
arily against countries 11 , Mr. 
Asch continued. 11 It is against 
helpless people, against helpless 
men, helpless women, innocent 
children. The only thing we can 
do is to try to save, to save 
people, to save the world. There 
is a beautiful old Hebrew saying 
which means that he who saves one 
soul is as noble as he that saves 
a world. It is the individual 
that counts, and through the in
dividual we shall ultimately re
gain faith and righteousness. 11 

Mr. Asch briefly traced the 
history of the help American Jews 
have extended to each succeeding 
wave of immigrants, telling how 
the Sephardic groups helped their 
co-religionists who found haven 
in America in 1848, how t he Ger
man Jews in America helped those 
who fled the pogroms in Eastern 
Europe after 1880. "We need no 
longer speak of German-Jewish im
migrants, of Russian-Jews, of Po
lish-Jews", Mr. Asch said. "We 
are all Americans today, all part 
of the American Jewish community. 
It is a great thing that we can 
all help these refugees who come 
today to become good Americans. 

11 The people who come to the 
United States today are not the 
same kind of immigrants who used 
to come. They are people who 
have lost secure positions,people 
of great culture. They need spe
cial care; they need attention, 
they need understanding; they 
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need brotherhood. We must have 
t he patience t o give t hese things, 
t o help them. And when t he his
tory of this r efugee immigrat ion 
is written it will be a shining 
page in the story of the Jews of 
America and in the story of Amer
i ca as well. 11 

Herbert 
Mallinson 

Mr. Mallinson pledged full sup
port of Dallas to t he resettle
ment program of NRS. 

The National Resettlement Ad
visory Committee held its first 
meeting on May 24 in New York. 
This committee was formed to re
view the resettlement program and 
related activities of the Nation
al Refugee Service, in accordance 
with a resolution on resettlement 
adopted by the Board of Directors 
of NRS at its meeting in Cleve
land on January 19, 1941. 

The committee discussed reset
tlement in all its aspects, and 
reviewed the program for the past 
three years. For further devel
opment it was decided that a stu
dy be made of the entire resettle
ment program -- adjustment of 
families who have been resett led, 
utilization of community resour
ces, distribution of refugees 
throughout the country, the work 
of the regional distributing cen-

RABBI LAZARON SAYS-
Rabbi Mor ris S. Lazaron, of 

Baltimore , Md. speaking at the 
Board Meeting said, 

11 I want to point out to you 
t hat while all caus es must be sup
ported, we must take into consid
eration philosophies of life. The 
NRS does represent the will of the 
American-Jewish community , to act 
as Americans, to think as Ameri
cans. I say to you with all the 
earnestness at my command and with 
a knowledge of the non-Jewish com
munities of America -- what they 
are thinking and what they are 
feeling. This is an essentially 
American-Jewish job. It must not 
take second place not even to our 
philanthropic reconstruction acti
vity. Take that message home to 
your various communities. 

110ur primary job is to see to 
it that the stability of American 
J ewish life, and its ability to 
help, is maintained, strong and 
enduring . 

11 I would like to see set up 
throughout the country little 
groups of men and women in the var
ious communities who see this 
thing as we see it , who see its 
American impli cations as well as 
its humanitarian challenges , that 
they will support this institution 
as a child of equal importance to 
the other great enterprises in 
which we are privileged to share. 11 

ters, and related problems. The 
committee has requested the NRS 
to make this study. The informa
tion is to be obtained from the 
principal communities throughout 
the United States and the Commit
tee will meet again at the end of 
July, 1941 to review the findings 
and make recommendations acc
ordingly. 

Membership of the National Re
settlement Advisory Committee is: 

Co-Chairmen Harry Green-
stein, Balt imore and William J. 
Shroder, Cincinnati; Members -
Walter H. Bieringer, Boston; Al
fred I. Esberg, San Francisco; 
Virginia C. Frank, Chicago; Samu
el Gerson St. Louis; Maurice B. 
Hexter, Rew York; Kurt Peiser, 
Philadelphia; Harold Silver, De
troit; Maurice Taylor,Pittsburgh; 
Sidney Trattner, Richmond; ex-of
ficio, Erich M. Warburg, New York. 
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(Below) Vera Micheles Dean, re
search director of the Foreign 
Policy Association, was the prin
cipal guest speaker at the Board 
meeting. William J. Shroder of 
Cincinnati presided. 

(Below) Albert Lieberman, pres
ident of the Philadelphia Jew
ish Welfare Society, discusses 
the problems of the refugees 
with Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, 
member of the Board of Direct
ors of NRS. 

Sholem Asch, dean of Jewish novel
ists, addresses the Board meeting. 
Seated from left to right are Gus
tave Kann of Pittsburgh, Samuel 
Goldsmith of Chicago, Jacob Blau
stein of Baltimore , William J. Shra
der, David H. Sulzberger, Mr. Asch, 
Arthur D. Greenleigh, and William 
Rosenwald. 

(From left to right) 
Richard P. Limburg, 
treasurer of NRS, Mrs. 
Herbert Mallinson of 
Dallas, Texas, Charles 
Strull of Louisville, 
Ky., newly elected NRS 
Board member, and New 
York City Counq..ilman 
Robert K. Straus~· 

lJ 

(Above) George L. Warren of the 
President's Advisory Committee 
on Political Refugees, Louis 
Kirstein of Boston, and William 
Rosenwald, president of NRS. 

(Right) Morris Wolf 
of Philadelphia, 
one of the vice 
presidents of the 
NRS. 
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THIS 

N0° Bili ON REFUGEES 
A recent State Department ruling 

o.tfici.&lly explained as "directing the 
withholding of vi.sa8 from aliens having 
close relatives still residing in certain 
countries and in territories controlled 
by these countries" seems to have been 
widely Jll.isunderstood. Th~ Department 
wa.11 not so explicit as it might he,ve 
been. 

A supplementary ruling, Issued last 
Tuesday in Washington arid taking e!
!ect on July 1, clears up the situation. 
Discretion to grant visas is taken from 
consuls and transferred to the State 
Department. If the department is sat
isfied that the applicant's admission 
is desirable, that he can secure sup
port, that he is properly sponsored, and 
that he can obtain the necessary exit 
permits, transit visas and transporta-

EDITORIAL REPRODUCED FROM 
THE NEW YORK TI.MES gives a suc
cinct and a ccurate summary of a 
situation which has been clouded 
by misunderstanding . Outstanding 
facts of the current immigration 
situation may be thus summarized: 

Vi sas will be issued to per
sons if the Department of State 
is satisfied that the applicant ' s 
admission would not be contrary 
to the public safety. It is ex
pected that applicants now await 
ing visas ih unoccupied areas and 
in the Western Hemisphere will ex
perience no difficulty in immigra
ting to the United States if in 
additi on they satisfy the Depart 
ment of State with regard to fi
nancial s up p o rt guarant eed by 
their sponsors and , provided they 
can obtain the necessary exit per
mits and transportation from the 
country in which they a.re resid
i ng , 

NEW YORK TIMES 

tion from the country in which he is 
residing, he will be admitted. The 
President's Advisory Committee on Po
litical Refugees, with offices at 122 
East Twenty-second Street, New York 
City will act as a liaison agency with 
social service organizations interested 
in the immigrant. It Is thought that 
this procedure will protect the coun
try against tllose who might be induced 
to act as spies because of Nazi threats 
against close relatives still in the Nazi
controlled areas; that action on visas 
will be expedited; and that about as 
many immigrants can be admitted as 
would be possible under the old system. 

In short, the door1 are not being 
closed. They are being more closely 
watched. We shall continue to receive, 
to 

Although the Department of 
State telegraphed i nstructions to 
consular officers on June 5th, 
1941 direct ing the withholding of 
visas f rom aliens having close 
relatives still r esiding in axis
occupied areas, t he Department of 
State will investigate each indi
vidual application f or a visa and 
determine whether the applica-

In this boy's face is a vis i on 
of the shape of new things to 
come in America . Behind him now 
is a worl d of strife and uncer
tabty , bridged by his t r ip from 
Europe on the recently arrived 
Portugese steamer Mou zinho . He 
is one of the 111 children 
brought from Germany and Axis- con
quered countries by t he U.S. Com
mittee for the care of European 
Children and the German Jewish 
Children 's Aid of the National 
Ref ugee Service . There were 735 
passengers on t he ship -- nearly 
all of them refugees. 

(More pictures on page 2) 

tions should be granted or with
held where applicant s have rela
tives still remaining in such 
territory. 

The State Department in its 
pr ess r el ease of June 19th stated, 
in connection with cases already 
reviewed by them, nA substantial 
number of meritorious cases have 
been reported to the department 
and have r eceived f avorable con
sideration after a r eview of all 

(Continued on Page 6) 

A/ RS Unrle~llne~ • • • 
That r efugee immigration to this country will continue in 

volume. Nearly 2 ,000 r efugees arrived in the first 10 days of June. 

That NRS activities are heavy and ris ing . Traff ic count in 
NRS offices in June totalled 22 ,000. Indices of activity in Cen
t r al Reception, Employment, and Migration are ris ing. 

That NRS has a tremendous t ask in aiding the 175,000 r efu
gees in America , helping new Americans to become good Americans . 

That the needs of r efugees in America continue to be great 
and t hat the financia l situation NRS faces i s grave. 
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Some of these children have 
not seen their parents for more 
than two years ; some will never 
meet t hem again -- for many have 
died in concentration camps or 
are lost in Lublin or in the 
waste lands of the war. These are 
children who were h ur r i e d to 
France for safety, and who were 
later placed in internment camps 
such as the infamous de Gurs; a 
few of them have come direct from 
Vienna . Here , in America, after 
a s trict physical examination, 
and a brief period of relaxati on , 
they will be placed in private 
homes over the country . There 
they will be cared for with af
fecti on until such time as they 
are able to be reunited with 
their own families . 

This family of five lit t le 
ones must look for security and 
happiness in America . Their par
ents died recently in camps in 
oc cupied France . Mothered by 13-
year- old Ruth , the Safrins were 
included in the group of children 
on the Mouzinho . There is almost 
inexpressible joy in the reunion 
of the two sisters on the right . 

They have been separated many 
months . The little one has just 
arrived on the Mouzinho after be
ing for some time in Camp de Gurs 
with a n o t h er s i s t e r who was 
forced to remain behind. They 
are typical of this group of or
phans whan America has taken to 
its heart and its protection. 

l 

Mss 2, The Georgia Farm School and Resettlement Bureau Records, The Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History at The Breman Museum

Cuba Family Archives



6 

ON THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY of his 
r esettlement in Piqua, Ohio, ref
ugee Arthur Werner writes to NRS, 
saying among other things, that 
11 •••• I should mention that our 
friends furnished a 3 room apart
ment for us, we became honorary 
members of the congregation, my 
wife a member of the Temple-Sis
terhoods. We are regarded not as 
ref ugees but as newcomers , we 
share our friends American way of 
life, and we do it wholehearted
ly". 

SMART SOLDIER: Quoted from the 
"Ivy Leaf", official publication 
of the 4th Division, 22nd Infant
ry: 

"And say if you want to see a 
guy with a memory, get a load of 
Heinz Liepman absorbing and reel
ing off the mechanical function 
of the so-called caliber machine. 
A refugee, Heinz has become quite 
an asset to our company and we 
are proud to have some one with 
his brain and real spirit. 11 • 

PRIZE-WINNER 
Seventeen year old Ilse Oden

heimer has only been in the 
United States for two years, liv
ing with an uncle and aunt in 
Toldeo, Ohio. But the Elks Club 
of that city think Ilse is a good 
American they awarded her 
first prize for an essay on "What 
does Uncle Sam mean to me?", 
singling her out from among 2,500 
contestants in Scott High School. 
At the public ceremony where the 
prize was awarded, Ilse was in
troduced to the audience as "an 
outstanding future American. 11 

NYA TRAINING PAYS DIVIDENDS TO 
THESE REFUGEE BOYS 

Basic training in a skilled 
trade learned at National Youth 
Administration centers to which 
they_ were sent by NRS has made 
their start in America more hope
ful for many refugee boys and 
girls. 

An NYA "graduate" writes f'rom 

• 
Oklahoma 

I am working now. Here in 
Tulsa it is not exactly a mach
ine-shop, but I think it is a 
f ine place to start out and get 
practical experience. I hope to 
manage to get along alright and 
even hope to make more later, on 
account of my qualifications. 

You certainly will imagine, 
how glad I am, to have an oppor
tunity to work right away and not 
to remain idle for a single day 
and also to be more independent 
from now on. 

Now, a t t he close of this year 
I want you and all who helped you 
to accept my gratitude and appre
ciation, for everything you have 
done for us, by giving us a great 
chance to learn something useful 
and helped us immensely to make 
our own way in this new world. 

Another Oklahoma lad says: 
It has been a long time since 

I have written to you . 

So far in every letter I have 

NO ALIEN BAN 
(Continued from Page 1) 

the factors involved in each in
dividual case. Instructions 
point out that aliens having 
close relatives in certain terri
tories may receive further con
sideration on their applications 
as soon ·as their relatives have 
departed from such areas". 

Although all American consul
ates in German-occupied territory 
will be closed after July 15th 
according to the German order, 
prospective immigrants to the Un
ited States residing in those a
reas will receive consideration 
for their visas at any consulate 
to which they may have access 

The Department of State will 
act upon the cases of persons in 
Germany and occupied territory 
but before doing so there must be 
reasonable expectancy that the 
persons concerned will be allowed 
to depart and enter some country 
where the formal application may 
be executed and the visa issued. 

All affidavits will be handled 
in the future through the Depart-

• 
sent to you I asked for some kind 
of a favor or troubled you with 
something. This time I have good 
news for you and I want to make 
this a letter of thanks for ever-y
thing you and the National Refu
gee Service have done for me dur
ing the past year . 

When I first came to the NYA 
Camp I didn't see anything that 
I could learn in a year to make a 
living with . The last few months 
I have tried my best at the brick 
masonry trade, and now l am out
side holding down a job as a 
brick mason making a good living. 

I can thank your help that I 
am able to stand on my own feet 
now and fight my own way through 
life. 

BEG YOUR PARDON: In a group 
photograph, taken at the NRS 
Board of Directors meeting and 
published in the June Communi
ty Bulletin, Mr. Charles P. 
Kramer, president of' the Na
tional Federation of' Temple 
Brotherhoods, was incorrectly 
identified as Mr. Charles 
Strull, Louisville, Ky., one 
of the directors of NRS. 

ment of' State. A standard form 
of such affidavits will be avail
able about July 7th through soc
ial agencies, of which the Nation
al Refugee Service, Inc. is one, 
cooperating with the Department 
of State in assisting relatives 
and sponsors to prepare applica
tions for visas. A large staff 
of experts, many of them who have 
been in the Foreign Service, will 
review the affidavits in the 
State Department. 

It is possible for persons in 
England to reach the United 
States via South America. In
creasing numbers of refugees are 
availing themselves of this opp
ortuni ty. 

Because of the large number of' 
applicants for whom transporta
tion will be available during the 
next four months and who are now 
living in axis-free territories, 
it is expected that refugee immi
gration to the United States will 
go on on the same level as during 
the last year, that is 2,000 or 
3,000 arrivals each month. 
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Iota! Oppottanlty 7'ot Iota! 'Oegen~e 
AN EDITORIAL NOTE 

As our country faces one of the grave crises of 
history and prepares for a mighty effort to preserve 
its liberties, every citizen is duty bound to ask 
himself, 11W'nat is my r ol e at this moment? What can 
I do to aid America?" 

of employment to all loyal and qualified workers re
gardless of race, national origin, religion or color. 
American workers, both organized and unorganized, 
must be prepared to welcome the general and much
needed employment of fellow-workers of all racial 
and national origins in defense industries." 

We who are engaged in the task of integrating the 
refugees into the life and the traditions of America 
have an important task . We must see t hat these ref
ugees are not wasted, for the waste of manpower to
day is as deplorable as the was te of vital materials. 
Many refugees are serving in the armed forces today. 
Many more are available as soldiers of industry, but 
are banned from service due to misunderstandings as 
to t ae nlace of aliens in defense industries. 

Aliens are actually barred from work only on 
"secret, confidential, or restricted government con
tracts", and even in this category exemptions are 
granted to needed men. In other phases of defense 
work -- and these include by f ar the greatest part -
aliens are not only permitted but needed. On June 
15, President Roosevelt sent a memorandum to the OPM 
which said, in part : 

11 
•••• available and much needed workers are being 

barred from defense production solely because of 
race, religion, or national origin ••• This situation 
is a matter of grave national importance and immedi
ate steps must be taken to deal with it effectively. 
No nation combatting t he increasing threat of total
itarianism can afford arbitrarily to exclude large 
segments of its population from its defense indus
tries. Even more important is it for us to streng
then our unity and morale by refuting at home the 
very theories which we are fighting abroad ... In
dustry must take the initiative in opening t he doors 

On May 21, Mrs. Roosevelt, writing in her syndi
cated column "My Day", discussed refugee employment, 
saying: "Our country is made up of people, many of 
whom have come here recently, but who are either in 
the process of becoming citizens, or who may be ci
tizens, already, though of foreign birth or parent
age. They are probably more devoted to t he democra
tic form of government than many of our citizens who 

.have taken their a llegiance to democracy for granted. 
These people must be encouraged to trust and love 
t heir country and t heir neighbors. They must be gi
ven the same opportunity that the rest of us have to 
earn a living and to lead their own lives protected 
by the laws of our country. 

"We in this country are opposing totalitarian 
government ••• But we are not opposing the refugees 
who want to help us make our country safe, nor- citi
zens who have come to us from other lands and who 
are loyal and good Americans". 

Members of the National Refugee Service and its 
cooperating committees know well how anxious are the 
refugees to become "loyal and good Americans"; how 
basic is their faith in the democratic way. But 
this knowledg,e must be spread. It is our obligation 
to see that unnecessary barriers to refugee employ
ment are broken down; to see that the skills of the 
refugees are utilized to their utmost in warding off 
the threat to the America that is our homeland and 
theirs. 

Abrahamson Assum,es NRS Post BOOKS 
THE NEW AMEttICAN -- A Handbook of 
Necessary Inf'ormation for Aliens, 
Refugees and New Citizens, Edited 
by Francis Kalnay and Richard 
Collins 388 pages, $2 .75 
Greenberg, Publisher, New York 
City, 1941. 

"There are 170, 000 refugees in America today whose successful 
Americanization is a profound concern to t he American Jewish commun
ity and to its agency, the National Refugee Service", said Albert 
Abrahamson as he assumed the executive directorship of NRS on July 1 . 
"We are specifically charged with the duty of seeing that these men 
and women become good Americans, self-respecting and self-sufficient. 
It is our job to work efficiently and energetically to make sure 
that these newcomers become loyal Americans, assets to America in 
these critical days ." 

"The migration situation today is complex and confused", Mr. 
Abrahamson continued. "Tragedy overhangs thousands of men and women 
in Europe, trapped by legal complications and spreading war. But we 
must not despair on this account. We know that we can save some 
lives, and that is worth doing. We know that we can help refugees 
already in America reknit the torn threads of existence, and that is 
worth doing. Ours is a constructive job in a world overburdened with 
the unleashed forces of destruction. It must go on." 

More than 14 million foreign 
born are living in the United 
States. To all of these is this 
handbook dedicated: to the more 
than 5 million aliens and refu
gees who have not yet become Am
erican citizens as well as to 
"new Americans". 

It is a useful book for the 
social worker and consultant as 
well as for the American-to-be 
because it includes inf'ormation 
on almost every problem which 
they might have to face. 
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TRAINED BY THE NATIONAL FARM SCHOOL 

1'1zey Setve <>n .f/metica ·~ 7atm 7tont 

Above Leo Levi (center) as a 
postgraduate in floriculture, 
directs students in preparing 
for Mother's Day. Leo is now 
located in a fine job with 
Long Island nursery. 

Below Carl Wolff learns what 

Below - Arthur Pek-
eris, lately of Li
thuania, displays a 

of pure-bred 
Brahma chick-

it means to till the soil. Carl -
now is working on a fine dairy 
farm. 

Thirty-two young exiles from 
various parts of Europe have 

a haven of refuge through 
National Farm School. Most 

of them were referred there by 
the National Refugee Service. Not 
only have they found escape from 
the horrors of Europe but they 
have been taught to become self
sustaining citizens. 

On more than a thousand acres 
fertile soil in Bucks County, 

Pennsylvania about a mile west of 
Doylestown, the National Farm 
School makes it possible f or 

; , these young refugees to become 
J practical farmers, scientifically 

trained. After three years of 
instruction they graduate as 
skilled dairymen, poultry special
ists, landscape gardeners, fruit 

. ,.., and vegetable growers, flori::ul
~. turists, or general farmers. 

Not only do they acquire tech
nical farm skills, but more im-

~bove - Students a few weeks ago 
from the city streets are to be 
found on the broad acres of the 
school l earning the many practi
cal farm skills by actually do
ing them. 

portant still, they regain their 
spirit and self-confidence and 
become thoroughly assimilatedl 
Americans. Every day these refu
gees work and play and ~at to
gether with over a hundred Ameri
can youths from cities all over 
the United States. 

Alternately students do seven 
weeks' class work and seven weeks' 
work in field, barn, orchard, 
vegetable gardens, greenhouse , or 
nursery. Jointly with their Ame!'-
ican fellow-students they operate 
the large farms and departments, 
subject only to the supervision 
and direction of the faculty. 

Whether they eome from Germany, 
Austria, Czechoslovakia, Poland, 
Lithuania, or Belgium, at the end 
of the three-year course they are 
merged completely with their fel
low-students, and become free and 
and independent American farmers. 

Community Planning For Refugees Discussed 
By Workers At .Atlantic City Institute 

What is the best organization
al plan for refugee work? 

~ow long does a refugee remain 
a refugee? 

What is the future of reset
tlement? 

These and other extremely per
tinent questions occupied the at
tention of forty professional 
workers from all over the country 
gathered at an institute on 11 Pro
blems in Community Planning for 
Refugee Work" held in conjunction 
with the National Conference of 
Jewish Social Welfare at Atlantic 
City, June 8 and 9. 

The institute, with Joseph E. 
Beck of Philadelphia as chairman, 
based its discussions on a work
book prepared by Gertrude Glick, 
Pittsburgh, Sidney Cahn, Chicago, 
and Benjamin Goldman, Buffalo 
with George Wolfe , NRS directo; 
of resettlement, acting as con
sultant. 

A basic question discussed in 
the first session of the insti
tute asked, "For what period of 
time is the emigre considered a 
refugee? What plans are being 
considered for setting a term 40 
refugee status?" Discussion 
showed wide divergencies of opin
ion and policy and indicated that 
the problem was tied up with lo
cal public relations policy. On 
the basis of the questions asked 
and the problems raised, Mr. Beck 
as·ked Mr. Wolfe to have the NRS 
investigate experiences where 
policies had operated successful
ly enough to be extended nation
ally. 

At the concluding session of 
the institute the problem of re
settlement was discussed in rela
tion to previous community organ
ization, as a case work problem, 
an adjustment problem, and final
ly, as to the future of the pro
gram. Discussion centered in pro
blems of community restrictions 
as to age, health, size of family, 
Sabbath observance, and language 
handicaps. Several regional 
field secretaries, commenting u
pon restrictions, pointed out 

that most of them were imposed by 
smaller communities without pro
fessional services and that the 
regional distribution centers had 
to assume major responsibility 
for the adjustment of such refu
gees. 

Robert Dolins, NRS Resettle
ment Department, said, "The ques
tion of limitation on resettle
ment cannot be considered static
ally. Communities have constant
ly worked and r e-worked restric
tions; intensive field work and 
the injection of new ideas and 
new bases for adjustment have r e
sulted in new standards. A good 
many r estrict ions become outmoded 
--one of these, I think, is the age 
restriction. We have to consider 
not so much the age of the head 
of the family as the family stru~ 
ture -- who is employable, what 

t? <>mmencement 
Among the thousands of young 

Americans who proudly received 
their sheepskin in 19411 s June 
graduations were numbers of r efu
gee boys and girls. Most of them 
have struggled hard to gain the 
education that was denied to 
them by racial laws in their for
mer homeland . To these refugee 
youngsters a diploma is doubly 
precious as a key to opportunity 
in America and as a bond that 
united them more strongly with 
their new country. 

Among the 156 graduates of the 
University of Kans~s City was 
Hans Lamm, who received the de
gree of Master of Arts in Sociol
ogy. Mr •. r.amm, who came to this 
country from Berlin in 1938, re
ceived his B. A. in June, 1940. 
Mr. Lamm writes: "After being 
aided by NRS I was able to begin 
my studied at the University of 
Kansas City. I shall always re
main grateful for that generous 
and inspiring assistance." 

Elia Sternberg had completed 
two years of work in the Univer
sity of Vienna when Anschluss 
came. He managed to emigrate, 
first to England, then to America. 

are the potential family assets . 
Re-examination seems vitally need
ed to help offset the bottle
necks in resettlement, to help 
communities lift restrictions, 
and to develop resources to r e
ceive the kind of f amilies avail
able for r esettlement at this 
time." 

The institute appointed a com
mittee of regional workers to 
spend several days in New York 
studying the potentialities of 
resettlement and to make a follow
up report, not only in statisti
cal terms but based on a general 
view of the people now ready for 
r esettlement. This committee con
s isted of Sidney Cahn, Chicago, 
Al Harris, New J ersey, Lionel 
Silverman, Philadelphia, and 
Sanford Treguboff, San Francisco. 

Through the assistance of Zeta 
Beta Tau fraternity ~ and a good 
deal of hard and energetic work~ 
Elia Sternberg completed his fin
al two years at North Carolina 
State College, in civil engineer
ing. When he graduated this June 
he had the highest average among 
the 2,500 students at the school 
~ 94.8 percent out of a possible 
95. He made Tu Beta Pi, the en
gineering honor society equiva
lent to Phi Beta Kappa. 

From college Elia Sternberg 
went to Trenton, N. J., there to 
offer himself to the draft board 
for service in the armed forces 
of the United States. 

At Tulane University the only 
degree of Master of Common Law a
warded this June went to Dr. Ed
m'und H. Schwenk, 34, a refugee. 
Dr. Schwenk taught law at the 
University of Breslau until he 
was ousted by the Hitler regime. 
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Service, in a paper , 
fore the National Con. 
Social Work in AtlantiL 
June 6. Mr. Greenleigh ~ 
the subject "The Work of Ret ~. 
Agencies in the United States: 
Its Successes and Inadequacies". 

Copies of Mr. Greenleigh 1 s paper 
may be obtained upon request 
from the National Refugee Ser
vice . 

"The vast majority of the ref
ugees who have sought sanctuary 
in the United States were self
supporting, self-reliant citizens 
of their respective countries", 
Mr. Greenleigh stated. "Two out 
of every five of those with any 
occupational background had been 
professionals or small business 
men. More than a fourth were 
skilled workers. 

"Refugee agencies were created 
for two basic reasons. Existing 
private social work agencies were 
not prepared organizationally or 
financially to meet, within the 
limits of a single organization, 
the peculiar and pressing prob
lems the refugees brought with 
them. Secondly, the State Depart
ment in issuing visas, properly 
required evidence that the incom
ing refugees would be met, cared 
for, and assisted in their Ameri
canization by responsible private 
American agencies." 

Mr. Greenleigh pointed out 
that one of the principle achieve
ments of the refugee agencies in 
the country has been the general 
awakening of community interest 
and the development of community 
organization through the necessi
ty of refugee aid in the communi
ty itself. He pointed out that 
through the efforts of the priv
ate agencies not a single refugee 
since the advent of the Hitler 
regime in Europe, has been deport.
ed because he became a public 
charge. 

The principle expedient util
ized by refugee agencies in ef-

Mr 
a centre. 
would e 
spurious 
social w. 
through01 
tunately 11 

cies spr~ 

fashion 
were and 
character . 
shelters a 
ted, and 
to plan wh 
this or tl 
The main 

Left to right are Willi 
wich, and Arthur D. Gre 
discussing the world pr 
of the outstanding le 
he was Attorney-General 
fessor of international 
Mr. Bentwich has writte 
me.ny countries in connec 
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painting above, entitled "Refugee" won a 
0 purchase prize for Margaret Nehemias (below) 
ugee artist, in the sta tewide exhibition of the 
acuse Museum of Fine Arts. 

Miss Nehemias, who came to this country in 1939 
~d now lives in Syracuse, said, when the award 
a s made: "The Uni
ed States stands 
s the protector of 
emocracy and like
ise has been plac
~ in the position 

w ere it must fost
e·: and protect art 
and culture and 
convoy the march of 
civilization a
gainst their demo
lition by t otalita
rian governments 
ruled by the sword. 

"Only those who 
have lived in other 
countries can app
recia te what a won
derful place Ameri-

"'"''"f"f""'"'~ ... ,._,.l.''· ,··.·:.- ···. : 
; ;:-:::::; ·.>' . -:~·· ,;:· ~ 

~:'· •,• ··-
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i 
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CHATTANOOGA MEETING PLANS 
ADJUSTMENT OF NEWCOMERS 

DETAILED AND INTERESTING 
suggestions for the integra
tion of the refugees into A
merican life were worked out 
at a joint meeting of emigres 
and committee members held re
cently in Chattanooga, Tenn. 
Credit for the idea of the 
meeting goes to Harry Miller, 
President of the local Jewish 
Federation. 

Plans for the improvement 
of the resettlement program, 
both for refugees already in 
Chattanooga and for those to 
arrive,were divided into three 
categories; suggestions for 
the NRS, suggestions for the 
community, and suggestions for 
the refugees. All the plans 
started from the sound premise 
tba t the emigre 1 s first need 
i~ a solid economic basis for 
his assimilation into the life 
of his new homeland. 

and understanding of the com
muni ty 1 s problems in relation 
to employment and migration, 
and that they bring all their 
difficulties to the local com
mittee - "talk to the commit
tee rather than about the com
mittee". 

Present at the meeting were 
Mr. Miller, Ida S. Gould, Fed
eration treasurer, George 
Berke, committee chairma.n,Hans 
Thurnauer, committee secretary 
A. H. Gould and Wolfe K. Lef
koff, committee members, and 
13 refugees, Kitty and Gerald 
Ross, Fred Karpf, Jack Silver
man, Gus Mandelbaum, Max and 
Frieda Goldstein, Ellen Fried
lander, Ilse, Bernd and Paul 
Steinitz, Fred Op. enheimer and 
Fred Hoffman. Monte Kandell, 
NRS field representative, ex
plained the steps NRS is tak
ing to expedite and improve 
resettlement. 

THE COMMUNITY 
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National Refugee Service, 
Inc., 165 West 46th Street, 
New York City. The NRS is a 
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may be reprinted without 
permission. 
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HAPPENED 
IN HOUSTON 

THE RECORD SHOWS 21 SUCCESS
FUL business enterprises and 
five doctors established under 
the guidance and sponsorship 
of the local committee and NR3. 
Included are grocery and .food 
stores, scrap metal companies, 
a nursery company, a dry goods 
store, a packing company, a 
service station, a loan office 
a lumber company, a cleaner, 
and an office supply company. 
Of the 88 workers thus employ
ed (including owners) 45 are 
U.S. Citizens. 

TWENTY-FOUR REFUGEE BOYS 
and girls up to the age of 16 
are being taken care of at a 
day camp all summer at the 
Wolfe Home at Houston. 

JUNE WEI/DING BELLS RANG OUT 
for Alice Field and Daniel 
Semanstein - both refugees; 
and for Gretel Kuscheim.er and 
Max Etwenik - both refugees. 
The couples were married on 
June 28 and are all employed 
and independent. 

THE OPPORTUNITY SHOP IS DQ
ing an excellent job in supple
menting income by its training 
program. 

"HAPPY TO BE SERVING THE 
United States 11 write six young 
refugees who left Houston for 
the army. Two--.Joseph Brooks 
and Rudolf Weil-enlisted; se
l~ctees are Henry Hecksher, 
George Lang, Emil Grossmah, 
Walter Kutner. 

The gathering advised the 
NRS to make every effort to 
overcome the handicaps most 
re~ugees have on arrival -
lack of knowledge of English 
and occupational skills. It 
further advised a thoroughly 
realistic interpretation of 
what resettlement means in 
terms of both the resources 
and the limitations of the 
community. In a spirit of 
constructive self-criticism 
the meeting laid down a number 
of criteria for the Chattanoo
ga committee to follow in its 
work. Primarily, it stressed 
the organization of the best 
possible employment service, 
and, if necessary, opportunity 
for vocational retraining. In 
the social sphere definite 
plans were made for drawing 
refugees into the organizaticn
al activities of the Chattan
ooga Jewish conununity, arrang
ing outings, picnics, meetings 
and similar social contacts. 

TO NEW ORLEANS 

For the refugee it was sug~ 

gested that they make every 
effort to learn English rapid
ly, that they show patience 

FOR AN OUTSTANDING EX.AMPLE 
of cooperation, in accepting 
the resettlement of a family 
which not only was not a com
plete unit, but with the moth
er chronically - almost dan
gerously ill ~ and compelled 
to live in warm climate • By 

their action, the New Orleans 
Committee saved the mother 
from almost certain death, and 
made it possible for her to 
resume her effectiveness as a 
mother and housekeeper for her 
family. 
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Crowds in NRS Offices 
Seek Aid on New Visa Rules 

Ali9tati on 
"MORE THAN 3,000 ' REFUGEES 

will soon arrive in the United 
States or in Latin America", 
said Morris Troper, chairman 
of the European Executive Coun 
cil of the JDC on his return 
from Lisbon. Some 2,000 of 
these have already secured 
their visas to the United 
States. 

PROCEDURES FOR IMMIGRATION 
under the new regulations of 
the American State Department 
are summarized in Emigre Ser
vice Release #19, just issued 
by the National Refugee Ser
vice. Persons actively inter
ested in refugee work may se
cure copies of this service 
release by writing to the Nat~ 
ional Refugee Service. 

Every effort is being made, 
to see what can be done to 
permit applicants inside of 
Germany to reach an American 

(Continued on Page 4)' 

11Not since the crucial days of November, 1938 - not even 
excepting the days following Germany's occupation of France and 
the low countries - have the offices of the National Refugee 
Service been so crowded with anxious relatives and friends seek
ing affidavit information and help under the new governmental 
rulings", states Albert Abrahamson, executive director of the 
National Refugee Service. ============================================================ 

Al l<S 7 actJ 11 The new procedure took 
people by surprise, and thous
ands of persons came to the 
office immediately for aid and 
information. Many were bewil
dered because they had previ
ously met all immigration re
quirenents and even booked 
passage for their friends or 
relatives - all of which had 
become invalid because Ameri
can consuls had left European 
cities and there was complete 
bewilderment as to what would 
happen now. 

"It should be underscored 
that the regulations are not 
intenied to, and will not ban 
immigration of refugees. The 
ll\3asures are protective ones 
taken during a period of seri-

(Continued on Page 6) 

STUDY OF JUNE RELIEF CASES 
SHOWS THAT: 

Average age of heads of 
families receiving cash aid 
from NRS is slightly over 50. 
Only one-quarter of those re
ceiving aid were listed as ac
tive cases by the Employment 
Department • 

Relief clients had, on the 
average, been in the country 
for 21 months. 

DURING JULY THE EMPLOYMENT DE
P ARTMENT made approximately 
525 placements. Total place
ments for 1941 are 3,750, an 
average of 535 a month. This 
compares very favorably with 
the 2;663 placements made in 

• • • • 
the same period in 1940. 

OF THE DOZEN MEN WHO "GRADUA
TED" from the auto body and 
fender repair retraining 
course in July, seven bave al
ready obtained regular employ
ment, the other five have re
ceived several days work with 
good prospects of quick place
ment in permanent jobs. 

MIGRATION DEPARTMENT ACTIVI
TIES in the third week of July 
took an upward spurt to a to
tal of 2,300· services rendered 
during the week by correspond
ence, phone and interview. Ser
vices for the month were over 
8,ooo. 
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No .... nti-Alien Campaign, 
Avows Justice Dept. Official 

"THERE IS NO THOUGHT OF A 
repressive, anti-alien cam
paign" said Keith Kane, Assis
tant Chief, Special Defense 
Unit of the Department of Jus
tice, in his address at the 
recent National Conference of 
Social Work in Atlantic City. 
"The Government, while mindful 
of the technique of pre-mili
tary invasion by tourists and 
other such transients, has ac
ted only in accordance with 
the law and against none save 
those who have violated- the 
law. 

11 •••• Surely, 11 Mr. Kane con
tinued, "the decision of every 
thoughtful American, everyone 
with a deep-rooted faith in 
democracy, will be that these 
plenary powers shall be used 
with restraint and discrimina
tion, as well as with resolute 
regard for the safety of the 
nation. Surely it is right 
that while we must vigilantly 
guard against the entry of 
hostile agents or other unde
sirables, we should not be 
frightened into a policy of 
unreasoning exclusion of all 
who seek refuge here. Surely 
we must not yield to any hys
terical hue and cry for a 
round-up of aliens aimed at 
sending them all back where 
they came from. If a class of 
'enemy aliens' must, by force 
of circumstances, be created, 
you may be sure that the per
tinent statutes will be en
forced with restraint. 

"An all-inclusive program 
of detention would inevitably 
antagonize and embitter a 
large segment of the popula
tion who should at all costs 
be enlisted in our cause and 
not be permitted to drift to 
the opposition. Such a policy 
- proscribing enemy aliens as 
a group without regard to in
dividual loyal ties- would be 
repugnant to our most basic 
concepts of fair play and jus
tice. 

"It is clear that as an es
sential pre-requisite to any 
sound program, the nation -
and by that I mean governments 
as well as the public - must 
resolutely refrain from anti
alien hysteria and persecuticn. 
The citizen must not take up 
that role, must act always 
with discrimination and re
straint. If we adopt, as we 
should, the policy of detain
ing only such enemy aliens as 
are considered dangerous, let 
us not nullify that wise meas
ure by resorting to a policy 
of psychological and social 
internment for those who are 
not physically interned. 

NO WITCH HUNTS 

"It is a regrettable fact 
that already we have seen man
ifestations of the same hys
terical tendency on the part 
of the public and government 
alike. Mobs, acting on sus
picion of subversive activi
ties, have dealt severely with 
unorthodox religious groups. 
State and local governments, 
in their zeal to guard against 
saboteurs, have enacted laws 
and ordinances discriminating 
in various ways against aliens. 
Twelve or fifteen State legis
latures this year have consid
ered discriminatory legisla
tion affecting aliens. Aliens 
are being barred not only from 
public employment but one re
cent State law denies aliens 
the privilege of practicing 
dentistry. 

"This nation since its 
birth has prided itself as the 
haven of the oppressed, and 
from this tradition I believe 
we have derived great moral 
strength and refreshment. We 
should not, in this emergent 
period, repudiate that tradi
tion. On the contrary, having 
determined to stand as the ar
senal of democracy, it is all 
the more important that we re
main the asylum of democracy". 

DR. FRITZ LIEBEN, former 
professor at the University of 
Vienna, is now a member of the 
chemical research staff of the 
Department of Surgery at Wash
ington University, St. Louis. 
(Post-Dispatch Staff Photo) 

.!J nventi on 
A REVOLUTIONARY INVENTION 

in the administration of an
aesthetics has been developed 
by two German Jewish scien
tists, Dr. Kurt Mendelson and 
Dr. Hans Epstein, in London. 

The invention, known as the 
Oxford vaporizer, is an auto
matic apparatus enabling an
aesthetists to determine the 
exact amount of anaesthetic 
vapor a patient has received. 
At the same time, it permits 
the anaesthetist to control 
several instruments simultane
ously, thus making it pecu
liarly serviceable in cases 
where a mass of wounded sold
iers or civilians are involved. 
It n-0t only expedites opera
tions but makes them safer. 

Dr. Mendelson is 35 and his 
colleague 32. Both had been 
engaged in re·search on the 
problem at Berlin University 
prior to the advent of Hitler. 

. ~ 

~.IA: :1 .. .JG ~.JEW 
CLASS HISTORIAN: Charlotte 

Dreyfuss who gave the "Class 
History" at graduation from 
high school in West Point, 
Georgia, May 194l, concluded 
on a warm personal note of 
gratitude: "I who began my 
school career in a land across 
the sea stand before you to
night in more mature fcrm, ex
pressing my love for the land 
of my adoption. And thanking 
you people and teachers of 
West Point, personally, for 
the kindness and sympathy you 
have shown me. I was a stran
ger and you took me in. You 
gave me courage when courage 
was low and heart was heavy. 
You bade me hope when I was 
despairing. This gratitude 
will not be packed away with 
class memories into the book 
of Yesterdays, but it is writ
ten in blazing headlines over 
the records of Now and will 
color the volume of Tomorrows 
with a soft warm glow of love 
and appreciation for you. 

GISELA STEIN, A STUDENT AT 
Girls High School, New York, 
has won first prize in a city
wide essay contest. "Why Na
tional Unity Is Important To 
My Country" was the topic far 
a national contest in which 
students from all over the 
country competed. Gisela's 
was chosen as the best of all 
those submitted from New York 
City schools. She is a member 
of the graduating class and 
plans to go to college, having 
come to this country from Vi
enna in 1939. 

"THE DEEPER MEANING OF THIS 
holiday (July 4) 11 writes Mrs. 
Leo Sello, now of Brooklyn,NY, 
"recalls to me the time of our 
arrival here two years ago. 
Then we were foreigners in a 
foreign land ••• Now I start to 
speak English, while I, before 
that time tried to avoid any 
English word for not ridicul
ing myself. I wish at the end 
of this term to extend the 
heartiest thanks to you and 

all the other institutions 
concerned with our night 
school that you gave us the 
opportunity of learning to un
derstand and to love our new 
country. May I mention that 
we keep buying one Defense 
Stamp every week to make our 
thankfulness a little bit vis
ible. We spare that small a
mount by not going to the 
movies and so saving the car
fare. We help our new country 
even though on a small scale.11 

PRIZE WINNER: FIFTEEN YEAR 
old Lilly Blumenthal is the 
proud winner of the city-wide 
contest for an essay on 11What 
It Means to Me to Be an Ameri
can, 11 for high school child.rm. 

Lilly wrote. 11What does it 
mean to me to be an American? 
It means to me happiness, 
peace, freedom.. It means to 
me gathering breath after a 
long dreadful dream of terror, 
hate, torture, and fear, yes, 
fear of the tomorrow, fear of 
life. A dream of ever in
creasing worries, burning, 
never-healing wounds, unwept 
tears, and being buried alive. 
That was the dream -

11 And how fortunate was I, 
fortunate beyond many others 
to awaken from that dream and 
to escape from an unknown and 
terrifying fate 

"What it means to me to be 
an American? It means every
thing, everything. It me ans 
just - LIFEL 

HOW THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE HELPS TAIENTED 
foreign artists contribute to American cultural life 
is dramatically demonstrated in an exhibition of 
stage designs and model scenery of Hans A. Condell, 
currently displayed at Friendship House in New York 
City. 

He came to the United States on a visit, but 
conditions abroad dictated his decision to remain. 
Adrift in America, his fingers itching to create, he 
could not work because of his visitor's status. He 
turned to NRS, which helped him until he was able to 
secure permission to stay and to work in this coun-
try. 
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OVER 700 REFUGEE CHILDREN 
were placed this summer in 
C8Jllps and private homes in the 
mountains and at beaches, by 
the Committee for Summer Plam
ment of Refugee Children of 
the National Refugee Service. 

This is the first season of 
the Committee - which oper
ates in cooperation with Self
help of Emigres from Central 
Europe, the Jewish Vacation 
Association, and the American 
Committee for Christian Refu
gees. Last year this work was 
done by the Jewish Vacation 
Association with funds from 
NRS and Selfhelp. 

The work of registering the 
chi1dren, of contacting camps 
and private people for place
ments, of making selections, 
and ·finally of seeing that the 
children reached their destin-

(Continued from previous page) 

American business methods, ac
counting systems, or merchan
dising; they are not aware of 
the necessary business licen
ces, taxes, and credit rating;. 
The department has developed 
sources of :i.nf ormation for in
vestigating businesses for 
purchase and for expert advice 

ations safely, was a tremen
dous task. The number placed 
meant that two out of every 
five children for whom appli
cations had been filed were 
taken care of. Unfortunately 
it was not possible to secure 
facilities for them all. 

Almost half of the children 
are in organization camps; 125 
in private camps, more than 
200 in play schools, and about 
100 in private homes • WM.le 
the majority were placed free 
of charge, some of the parents 
were able to contribute toward 
the expenses of the vacation. 

Happy letters are pouring 
into the offices of the Com
mittee at NRS. In gay com
radeship with American boys 
and girls, these youngsters 
have been able to forget their 
sad experiences and recover 
physical and mental health. 

Although applications for 
this season were closed on 
June 15, efforts are still be
ing made to find more places 
for the neediest of those 
children who have not yet been 
placed. 

• • • 
on special problems whi~h a
rise in individual businesses. 
Supervision after the business 
has beeh purchased consists of 
regular inspection of the 
books, advice and suggestions 
as to the oper ation, and col
lections of loans. Anything 
more than a tent~:tive evalua
tion this early would be pre
mcture. The immediate effects 
of self support projects are 
quickly discernible, however, 
in less tangible aspects , such 
as the return of self confi
dence and the client·' s active 
and enthusiastic participation 
in working toward his own se
curity. It has been encourag
ing to note that a number of 
these families have already 
become participating members 
of the Jewish community activ
ities and have made contribu
tions to the Jewish Welfare 
Fund. 

Crowds 
in NRS 

(Continued from Page 1) 

ous national emergency. 

"The National Refugee Ser
vice is doing everything in 
its power to assist persons in 
connection with the new regu
lations", Mr. Abrahamson con
t inued. 11Representatives of 
the agency have been holding a 
series of conferences with 
State Department officials to 
obtain clarific,, tion of new 
procedures and to make special 
arrangements for the admission 
of certain categories of r efu
gees .11 

Over a four-day period ap
proximately 500 telephone 
calls had to be handled by the 
affidavit workers, while at 
the same time approximately 
400 persons were in the office 
for interviews, and 850 ap
pointments made. After a veI71 
short time 10 interviewers 
were completely booked up for 
a period of three weeks. Be
cause there were two distinct 
problems - one for refugees 
in unoccupied territory and 
one for those in occupied ter
ritory -- it was neceSSaI7f to 
segregate those in the occu
pied lands for whom it was ~b

solutely impossible to do any
thing immediately, and to make 
these appointments at a l ater 
time. Help was to be given at 
once for those for whom there 
was a reasonable chance of 
leaving soon. 

Because of the specialized 
nature of the problem, it was 
impossible to take on and 
train emergency people from 
the outside. Therefore workers 
had to be transferred from o
ther places in the agency to 
do the job. Other aspects of 
the agency's service bore the 
brunt of deferment while the 
crisis was met. 

-0-

I 

• 

'//oan9 Afan 
on 7'a~loa9lz 

"ELEVEN WHOLE DAYS TO SPEND 
in New York, and so I am back 
again to visit the National 
Refugee Service, 11 said William 
Osten in a recent visit to the 
agency's offices. The young 
man, not quite 21, was trim 
and tall in his summer uniform 
"At Fort Bragg in North Caro
lina, where I'm stationed, 
there are 67,000 men - and 
not one of them can eat as 
much as I do, 11 ' he stated with 
obvious pride. 

Soldier Osten is a musi
cian - 11A concert pianist and 
bass baritone singer, u he said. 
11 I played many concerts in Vi
enna, and once the Haydn Piano 
Concerto in D Major with the 
Vienna Symphony Orchestra. I 
studied with Gerty Strauss, 
the teacher of Rudolf Serkin, 
until Hitler stopped my les
sons in 1938. 

11 Then I decided to come to 
America. I arrived in 1 38 
with my musical knowledge, a 
sense of humor, a bicycle, and 
no English. I had a room at 
8Jrd Street in Manhattan, and 
three days after arrival took 
my bicycle and rode down to 
Tim.es Square to see a friend. 
A taxi driver hit me and I 
shouted 'Please-be more care
ful. 1 He said, 1 Shut-up 1 and 
went on. When I got to my 
friend's building I left the 
bicycle downstairs with the 
door man. In the elevator I 
accidentally pushed a man. He 
turned around and yelled, and 
I said poll tely 'Shut-up.' 
When I got upstairs I learned 
to my surprise tm t it didn 1 t 
mean 'excuse me' as I'd cer
tainly thought." 

Mr. Osten1 s first job was 
in a bakery, but he had a ner
vous breakdown and had to have 
hospital treatment for six 
months. "Then NRS was my 

guardian angel 11
, he said, 

helping me over a very hard 
time. I got various small 
jobs, but always my thought 
and my heart were in music. I 
began to play concerts for 
Jewish organizations and after 
a while hitch-hiked to Mil
waukee, Chicago, Peoria, Min
neapolis, St. Louis, Washing
ton, D.C., Cleveland, Buffalo, 
giving concerts in each city. 
And slowly I began to make my 
way as a musician. 

"But this year there seemed 
only one thing a fellow should 
do - join the United States 
Army. So I enlisted and was 
inducted in March, 1941. And 
now I am in Fort Bragg. 

11 Since being in the army I 
ha..ve broadcast many times on 
the radio, given concerts for 
the cf"ficers of my regiment on 
special occasions, and sing 
regularly on the radio from 
Fayetteville eveI71 Saturday 
afternoon. 

"This is my first leave 11 ,he 
said, 11 so I had to come up 
right away and say a good 
'hello' to NRS. 11 

150 REFUGEE RABBIS 
PLACED BY NRS 

MORE THAN 150 REFUGEE RAB
BIS have been placed through
out the United States by the 
National Committee on Refugee 
Jewish ~inisters of the Na
tional Refugee Service. These 
are in addition to numerous 
cantors, religious teachers, 
and schochatim, who have been 
able to continue work in their 
own fields in this country 
through the efforts of the 
committee. 

Mostly the rabbis have gone 
to small communities where 
there had never been a Rabbi 
before - places too rural and 
too small to interest Ameri
can trained men - and where 
the people welcomed the oppor
tunity to hold services and 
have their children taught by 
able religious leaders. 

All/IJ 
DESPITE THE CURRENT PREOCCU

PATION of the National Youth 
Administration with national 
defense problems, NYA in Wash
ington, D.C. and in various 
states has taken the time to 
review the refugee program in 
favorable terms, and proposed 
expansion of this valuable vo
ca tional training in several 
areas. The State Youth Admin
istrations in North Carolina 
and Kansas have recently deci
ded to admit , refugee enrollees 
for the first time; and the 
State Youth Administrations in 
Wisconsin and Ohio to expand 
their existing programs to in
clude girl newcomers as well 
as boys. The NRS is prepared 
to meet this extension of fac
ilities, and to assign youth
ful newcomers to all of these 
states. 

To establish the program in 
North Carolina, the state has 
adopted a unique type of com
mi ttee organization. The pro
ject has been made an exclu
sively North Carolina venture, 
and is to be sponsored by the 
North Carolina Association of 
Jewish Men. The NRS will 
function only as a liaison a
gency between the NCAJM and 
the NYA in Washington, with 
the privilege of assigning 
refugees from New York for 
training. These enrollees 
will be accepted immediately 
for resettlement in North Car
ol~na. 

Mr. E. J. Evans of Durham, 
N. C., President of the NCAJM, 
is chairman of this project 
committee, and Mr. Mike Josefh
son of Weldon, N. C. treasurer. 
Local supervisory committees 
are headed by Mr. Ernest Nei
man of Raleigh, Mrs. Joe Dave 
of Asheville and Mr. Ben Rose 
of Durham. 

MAURICE KRINSKY IS NOW EXECU
TIVE Secretary of the Boston 
Committee for Refugees, having 
replaced Mr. Leo L. Jacobs 
(now with the Jewish Welfare 
Board in San Antonio, Texas). 

3 
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ENGLISH GUIDE 
AVAILABLE 

A GUIDE TO MATERIALS FOR 
Teaching English to Refugees 
has been prepared by the Com
mit tee for Refugee :Education 
containing a wealth of materi
al for the use of English 
classes for the foreign born. 
Free and inexpensive material 
available to teachers covers 
history, geography, manners 
and customs, social problems, 
commerce and industry, govern
ment and citizenship, as well 
as providing maps, pictures 
and other visual aids avail
able at little or no cost. In
formally written, very easy to 
handle and use, the book is 
practical in every way for the 
volunteer teaching of a small 
class as well as for profes
sional teachers of larger 
classes. 

Single copies of the Guide 
cost fifty cents. In quanti
ties of 10 to 24 the price is 
forty-five cents, for 25 to 99 
forty cents and for 100 copies 
or more thirty cents. Copies 
may be obtained from the Divi
sion for Social Adjustment of 
the NRS. 

MIGRATION 
(Continued from Page 1) 

consulate and secure visas. 
American consulates now func
tioning in Europe are in Bul
garia, Great Britain, Hungary, 
Portugal, Roumania, Spain, 
Sweden, Switzerland, Turkey, 
and Unoccupied France. 

SEPTEMBER ISSUE OF "SURVEY 
Graphic" will feature three 
articles on "Immigrants to 
Freedomn. Joseph Rosen writes 
on "Laboratory in Santo Domin
go"; Viola Paradise on "The 
Schools and Immigrants of 
1941"; Dr. Martin Gumpert, re
fugee physician, discusses the 
question, "Would You Go Back 
If-". The magazine will also 
carry a discussion by Earl G. 
Harrison offering a construc
tive program for the handling 
of immigration from Axis-con
trolled countries. 

Busy & Happy 
Are These 
Refugee Businessmen 

Above and below are pic
tures of refugee businesses in 
Chicago; enterprises founded 
with the aid of the Self-S~ 
port Department of the Jewish 
Social Service Bureau. Under 
the guidance of Virginia Frank 
head of the JSSB, and Florence 
Bobinsky, supervisor of the 

Self-Support Department , Chi
cago has done a fine job of 
helping refugees to win inde
pendence through hard and in
telligent work. On the next 
page the Community Bulletin 
presents the first of two ar
ticles outlining t he self-sup
port program of Chicago. 

l2'1.ica90 .9nve~t~ in l'<eja9ee~ 
SELf-SUPPORT VENTURES PAY IN SOUNDER ADJUSTMENTS 

By FLORENCE R. BOBINSKY, Supervisor, Self-Support Department, Jewish Social Service Bureau, Chicago 

NOTE: This is the first of two articles discussing in 
detail the successful v.ork Chicago has done in aiding refu
gees to establish self-support projects. The second arti
cle, to appear in the September Community Bulletin, will 
cite several typical businesses founded by refugees in Chi
cago. 

The Selfsupport Department of the Chicago Jewish Social Ser
vice Bureau is one of the special services established to as
sist in the processes of adjustrrent . Since 19ll this depart
ment has granted loans of various amounts to establish heads of 
families in business. With the growth of the agency the depart
ment has widened its field to include other services. 

The department supervises 1 cattle business; 5 salesmen 
some 86 businesses established (hosiery, movies, gloves, cut
with agency funds as well as lery, and furniture); 1 chil
from 75 to 90 service cases a dren's wear shop; and 1 currEn
month. The activities of the cy exchange. The total capi
department are guided by a tal represents an investment 
special committee selected of $28,151 with individual 
from members of the Board of loans ranging from $50 to 
Directors of the JSSB. Through $41,100. Of this amount, $18, 
their efforts the ex~rience 500 was supplied by the Self
and services of a wide group support Department, $5,550 by 
of business men are made avail- the NRS, and $41,100 from o-
able to the departrrent. ther sources. 

Up to June 1941 26 refuge6 
families have been established 
in business and are being su
pervised by this Department. 
The funds used to finance 
these businesses have been re
ceived from the Jewish Welfare 
Fund of Chicago and from the 
Capital Loan Fund of the Na
tional Refugee Service. The 
26 refugees are engaged in the 
following businesses: 1 corset 
business; 4 food shops; 5 news 
stands; 1 elevated station 
stand; 1 sausage manufacturer; 
1 cosmetic laboratory; 1 con
fectionery stare; 1 hardware 
store; 1 apron manufacturer; 1 
photo studio; l rooming house; 

REPAYMENT RATE GOOD 

Repayments on loans have 
been hig}.'.lly satisfactory. To
tal repayments amounted to $7, 
722 as of May 1, 1941. It must 
be remembered that of the 26 
loans, 2 are less than four 
years old, 2 less than three 
years old, 5 less than two 
years old, and 17 were granted 
one year ago or less. 

Selection of refugee f ami
lies for self support is on 
the same basis as for all ell~ 
en ts. There are many refugees 
who have had years of success
ful business experience, many 
in executive capacities. Some 
are placed in positions com
mensurate with their experi
ence and ability . A few find 
jobs in which they might event
ually make permanent adjust
ments. Many go from one un
skilled job to another, with a 
gradual loss of confidence and 
hope. Some remain unemployed. 
It is these latter groups 

which concern us particularly 
and some of our most success
ful businesses were purchased 
for men in their early fifties 
who might have worked at un
skilled labor for the next 
three or four years with in
creasingly long periods of de
pendency between each job. 
While in general Selfsupport 
has been used for families 
with dependents, in our refu
gee group we have granted bus
iness loans to older couples 
without children. In these 
small family groups the finan
cial needs are low and as a 
result the loan repayments are 
unusually high. 

Most investments have been 
made in small retail business
es, where the risks are at a 
minimum. The size of invest
ment is determined first by 
the needs and abilities of the 
persons who are to operate the 
business,and then by the needs 
of the business itself. Ade
quate capital is one of the 
primary factors in ultimate 
success. Clients should de
rive sufficient incomes to be
come self supporting on a de
cent level and to repay their 
loans within a reasonable per
iod of time. 

SUPERVISION NEEDED 
Refugee clients perform 

sati sfactorily in business. As 
a rule they are well organized 
keep excellent books, are good 
merchants, and particularly 
good housekeepers in their 
businesses. With almost no 
exception repayments are re
ceived regularly in amounts 
varying with seasonal fluctua
tion in business. Despite 
previous business experience, 
the need of professional in
vestigation and su~rvision is 
continually evident. Many re
fugees are not familiar with 

(Continued on next page) 
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A Letter 
From The West 

I DID NOT REGRET IT A BIT THAT 
I left New York. Living is so 
much pleasanter out here . We 
are living in a very small but 
lovely apartment in a one 
family house • We have all we 
need and even more. I don't 
think we could have half as 
much in New York where the con
petition is so great. I can't 
understand why everybody wants 
to stay in New York. Are the 
people afraid and thinking the 
Indians are still running a
round here? I only can give 
them the good advice to move 
away and go to smaller places 
where you can enjoy life . 
Everybody is s omebody and in 
New York only a number . There 
are possibilities for work . I 
don't think there is any Ger
man refugee without a job and 
a decent one with new possi
bilities and chances to go a
head. Rent is cheap and the 
living facilitie s ar e so much 
more beautiful and comfortable 
than In New York. Everybody 
is living in nice apartments 
and even small houses and 
where . ever you live is lo ts of 
green and gardens around and 
the most gorgeous view from 
every window over the city 
which I think is the nicest I 
ever could imagine . As , you 
see we are extremely happy 
here and I did not regret my 
decision to go west for half a 
minute. 

A Mother Writes 
I RECEIVE REGULARLY MAIL FROM 
my child E. From what I can 
judge from her lett ers, she i s 
getting along very well with 
the assistance of your Commit
tee. She is very grat eful for 
all that one does for her, and 
we sincerely hope that she 
will apprecia te i t because she 
was always a good girl. 

I thank the dear Committee 

• • • 
from the bottom of my heart 
for its great eff orts and may 
God compensate the good people 
who are t aking care of our 
children . 

Mrs. G. w. (Vienna) 

A Brother Found 
THIS WILL ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT 
of your letter of August 5 re
garding my brother who has 
been l oca ted by the NRS in Tel 
Aviv , for which kindly accept 
my sincere thanks. Words can
not express the joy which I 
felt when word reached me that 
my brother was alive . 

I am now convinced that the 
National Refugee Service is 
the only agency of its kind in 
the United States tha t can 
r eally aid people in every man
ner possible. 

In conclusion may I again ex
press my gratitude to your 
agency for its fine work it 
has done. 

"Your Splendid 
Services" 

I WOULD LIKE TO EXPRESS MY GRA
TITUDE for the splendid s er
vices which your organization 
has r endered in many instances. 
I feel specially indebted to 
your Mrs. F. who has been so 
kind to help me with her bril
liant advice, and her perse
verance and great skill made 
it possible for me to solve 
many difficult problems. 

Please find enclos ed check a
mounting to $100 which send 

you as a gift for your organ
ization. 

"On A Happy Island" 

I AM GOING TO REPORT TO YOU A
BOUT my experience here. Be
fore however I want express my 
sincere gratitude for your 
kindness and care of us. We 
are always grateful and we ap
precia te very much all kind of 
help which is given to us for 
the purpose of improving our 
moral e and our material condi
tions . 

I feel we have disembarked at 
a happy island. I can not 
find the proper words t o ex
press the kindness and good
ness of Mr. I and his friends 
nor can I omit to pr aise the 
care that he and his friends 
are t aking of us. They all 
make greatest effort to find 
some job for us and as far as 
I can judge their effort will 
be successful sooner or later . 
For t he first time since I 
have been in this country I 
feel confident and cheerful 
because of having good reason 
to expe ct t hat I shall get the 
opportunity to work and to 
earn a living . 

A. W. 
(We're glad to report that A. 
W. now has a good job in a 
large chemical firm.) 

AWARDED TO PROFESSOR PHILIP C. 
JESSUP , professor of interna
tional l aw at Columbia , and a 
member of t he Board of Direc
t ors of the National Refugee 
Service, was Brazil's highest 
honor, the Order of the South
ern Cross . Professor J essup 
was the hero of an air line 
crash on August 18 near Sao 
Paulo. Following the disaster 
Professor J essup struggled 
through the jungles for a full 
night to bring aid to the five 
injured survivors. 

,r 

' . 
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"We Are Wise Enough To Be Just 
To Aliens," Says Earl Harrison 
FOUR INTENSELY INTERESTING AR
TICLES on "Newcomers" are fea
tures in the September Survey 
Graphic. The excerpt quoted 
here is from "Axis Aliens in 
an Emergency" by Earl G. Harri
son, former director of alien 
registration . 

not with the impetuous philos
ophy of the inexperienced t hat 
it is better that ninety-nine 
innocent persons be harmed 
than that one guilty should 
not be apprehended ." 
THE OTHER THREE ARTICLES ARE 
"Immigrants by Conviction" by 
Martin Gumpert, "Schools for 

"OUR NATIONAL POLICY TOWARD New Citizens of the U.S.A. 11 by 
Axis aliens should be a dis- Viola Paradise, and "New Nei@r
crimina ting one--the obj ective bar s in the Dominican Republic' 
being to separate the loyal by Joseph Rosen . 
and l aw- abiding from the dis- --~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ .... 
loyal, and eschewing any as
sumption, or action based 
thereon, that all must f all 
within the latter class. It 
may be easier and quicker to 
use the 'round-up' but it is 
also more dangerous in a coun
try made up as ours is. We 
ought now to be, and I believe 
we are , old enough and wise e

INQUIRIES FROM SEVERAL EDITORS 
are behind this statement of 
policy, to wit: The Community 
Bulletin offers all its con
tents freely for r eprinting. 
We' d like to see a credit line 
accompanying such reprints 
"From the Community Bulletin 
of the National Refugee Ser
vice". 

nough to proceed justly and L.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-' 

"GOD BLESS AMERICA", SAY. THESE 
city-living refugee children 
each night as they watch the 
flag with loving eyes in the 
evening ceremony at camp. One 
thousand and five of them--be
wildered and forlorn little 
newcomers--were able to spend 
a vacation in happy comrade
ship with American boys and 
girls through the Summer Place
ment for Refugee Children of 
the National Refugee Service. 
In private homes, in camps and 
farms and play schools, they 
have spent from two to eight 
weeks. Here they played in 
sun and wind, worked at crafts, 
learned to swim , and learned 
again !fhat childho~d is like. 

And when the summer is over, 
these children will no longer 
be Dutch and French and Czech 
and German but they will have 
left the past and merged into 

(Continued on next page) 
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Al Rg gend~ 1005 ReJu.9ee K;J~ 7 o 
(Continued from previous page) 

the present. They will be 
Americans allt 

Camps, farms, play schools, 
and private individuals co
operated warmly and generously 
in offering placements . Typi
cal is the Children's Colony, 
which is run by two women who 
are themselves refugees, and 
where special attention and 
affection is given the boys 
and girls who know only a lit
tle English, and who must ad
just so much to the new en
vironment. 

Or Camp Sheldrake where 28 
refugee children from NRS were 
placed, of whom it was said--
11they looked healthy and tan, 
and seemed better adjusted 
within themselves. They are 
on the way to becoming well
balanced children again 11 . 

At first some of the children 
were frightened and nervous. 
Carl, whose doctor-mother is 
studying for medica l examina
tions in the f ace of every 
difficulty. His father is 
still in a German concentra
tion camp. Mother and child 
had fled to France, and when 
the war caught up with them , 
spent many weeks sleeping in a 
different place each night--in 
barns, or hidden in fields. 
Here in New York they have 
only one tiny room. The 
mother requested a placement 
hoping to get her boy out of 
the city heat. Stubbornly the 
child said he would not go . 

"I can't leave my bed 11 , he 
said over and over, 11 I want to 
sleep in the same bed every 
single night. I was in the 
fields and .now I want the high 
buildings where it's safe. You 
can't be found so easy in the 
high buildings. 11 

He was assured that he could 
have his same bed when he re-

turned, and agreed to go du
biously. Now after six weeks 
Carl has changed . The woods 
held no terror--only wonderful 
nature secrets . The trees and 
sky and sunlight were his 
friends. He has become tanned 
and dreams of the time when 
he and his mother can 11 live 
forever on a f arm 11 • 

Flaxen-haired Greta s eemed in
consolable on being separated 
from her f amily. She had come 
to America in a children's 
group. It was decided that a 
country vacation on a farm 
would be good for her. 

As they went into the farm 

yard, a little girl about 
Greta 's own age came running 
fr0m the fields. 

"Hello 11
, she called gaily. 

Then with shrieks of hysteric
al j oy the two little girls 
fell into each other's arms . 
They were from the same neigh
borhood in Europe and had 
played together in the parks 
nearly every day. 
The change in Greta too was 
miraculous. She had a friend 
from home with whom she could 
share memories and new experi
ences. She returned to her 
foster home eager to share her 
happy vacation with the family. 

THE SUMMER'S STATISTICS------
THE REPORT OF SUMMER PLACEMENT FOR REFUGEE CHILDREN, A COM
MITTEE headed by NRS in cooperation with Self-Help, the Am
erican Committee for Christian Refugees, and the J ewish Va
cation Association, presents an impressive picture of the 
summer's work. The Report shows~--
.•• that of applications received on behalf of 2 ,197 childrEn, 
the committee was able to place 1,005 in camps & playschools. 
••• that these placements represented a total of 2,736 camp 
weeks (one child at camp for one week). 
•.• that 23 nationalities were represented. 
.•• that nearly two-thirds of the placements were on free 
scholarships. 
••• that placements were made in more than 150 camps, homes, 
and play schools. 

r 
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l/ello 
New 
Americans! 
THE YOUNG LADY PICTURED LEAV
ING the offices of the Nation
al Refugee Service with her 
husband is wearing borrowed 
clothes. Her sun tan was not 
acquired on a summer holiday 
or on the beach. It is the 
result of imprisonment in a 
French internment camp at 
Casablanca, Morocco, where 

shade does not exist and the 
tropical sun reaches 115 de
grees. Her name is Anna, and 
three years ago she was study
ing in Vienna to be an English 
teacher. Hitler disrupted her 
pl ans. For those three years 
she has been trying to reach 
the United States . 

Anna and her husband are but 
two of the 7,000 refugees who 

arrived in the United States 
in the 10 weeks between June 1 
and August 15. Their story of 
hardship, of flight, of weeks 
and months of endless waiting, 
of concentration camps, of ma
laria epidemics, of bombings, 
is typical . 

These two are now safe and 
happy in America, even though 
oellliJ eAA . 'l'hA rJ ;:nr t.hev land-

THESE 
ages from eleven to sixteen, 
have just reached America un
der the auspices of German
J ewish Children's Aid, an af
filiate of the National Refu
gee Service . The youngsters, 
all of whom came from Germany, 
will be placed in foster homes 
in America until their parents 
are able to reach this coun
try--and if. There 's a big 
question behind each pair of 
these sad eyes. They're hap
py to be in America but they 
wonder if a loved mother or 
f ather will ever see them 
again. 

ed they went to the National 
Refugee Service for help--and 
they got it. 
"Of course, we must find work 
fir st , 11 Anna> who speaks per
fect English, said at the NRS. 
11 But most of all we want to do 
something to help this great 
country, the last stronghold 
of freedom in the world. And 
we don't care whether it is in 
New York or in Sauk Center, 
Minnesota. In a way, despite 
the past, we are lucky people. 
Not every one can live two 
lives. We have finished one, 
and we are eager to begin the 
new one. 11 
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Friendship House 
Closes 
AFTER MORE THAN A YEAR OF USE
FUL service to the refugee 
community since its opening on 
May 21, 1940, Friendship House 
closed its doors as a non-sec
tarian cultural and recrea
tional center in mid-August . 
During the time it was open, 
more than fifty thousand vis
its wer e paid to Friendship 
House. Refugees came to at
tend concerts, parties, lec
tures, discussions, classes , 
meetings, or just to visit the 
library or coffee corner and 

(Continued from previous page) 

a small monthly fee provides 
wide-spread advertising, dis
play services, advantageous 
group buying, etc . 

The purchase price was $1 ,900 
but with the additional money 
necessary for rent, insurance, 
store licenses, utility de
posits, and operating capital, 
the final loan reached a total 
of $2 , 300 of which $750 came 
from National Refugee Service 
funds. 

The store has been a phenomen
al success. The sales for De
cember, 1940, the first month 
of their operation of the 
store , were $1,500 and for the 
month of June, 1941, $2 ,3$9. 
Repayments on the loan have 
been made at the r ate of $100 
a month since their second 
month in business. 

This increase in business was 
not due just to "good luck". 
The entire family has exerted 
all their energy to develop
ing the business to its utmost 
capacity. Hans, who is now 
sixteen years old, is an ex
tremely bright boy with good 
possibilities for his future. 
He is still in high school and 
assists his parents in the 
store, where he has been a 
real asset. 

talk with their friends . 

Not the least of t he values of 
Friendship House was its 
steady flow of American visit
ors who came to a new appreci
ation of refugee contributions 
through their visits to con
certs, exhibits, and other e
vents arranged by the manage
ment, as well as through in
formal conversation with emi
gre guests. 

The center was forced to close 
because of the s ale of the pro
perty occupied a t 1010 Park 
Avenue. This building, occu
pied rent free, was loaned to 
Friendship House by the Board 
of Managers of the Brick Pres
byterian Church. Efforts ar e 
being made to find a new loca
tion for Friendship House so 
that it can continue its work, 
according to Mrs. Eva Sander
son Child, executive secretary. 

Rhode 
Island 
Reports 
THAT AMONG ITS MANY OTHER SER
VICES the R.I. Refugee Service 

•.• has placed one of the men 
who graduated from the NRS 
auto body and fender repair 
course in a Providence shop. 

... accepted for 
of the "orphans 
who reached the 

placement two 
of the storm" 
United States 

on the Mouzinho in June. 

.•. sent all refugee children 
of camp age to the Beach PondJ 
camp for a two week va cation. 

.•. sent many emigre kids to 
Camp Centerland, a day camp 
sponsored by the Jewish com
munity center of Providence. 

BUILDING A NEW FUTURE 
(Continued from page 3) 

everything is so tiny. When 
he first came t o this country 
he worked in a f actory and 
then as a gardner . But this 
work was not steady. 35 years 
ago he learned upholstery in 
Germany--so he turned back to 
this old skill, and though he 
did not remember much in the 
beginning, he sa id, it has 
come back quickly . He was 
asked , 11 Isn 1 t it a pity that 
you had not continued your 
trade in Germany instead of 
becoming a cattle dealer?" 
"Well, 11 he sighed in r esponse, 
"that was the way we thought 
35 years ago. We did not es
timate artisanship very high 
in those days. 11 

Heinrich Mayer, very intel
lectual looking with his glas
ses and high forehead, was a 
salesman in Germany. He said 
he chose upholstering because 
his f ather was an upholsterer. 

"All my brothers and sis ters 
learned a trade--dressmaking, 
millinery, upholstering, and 
so on. But my father thought 
I should become something 1bet-

ter 1--therefore I went into 
business . I shall be happy to 
be able to support my family 
by an honest trade and think I 
have to thank NRS for th~ 
splendid opportunity they are 
giving us •.• 11 

Joseph Weizenkorn had been 
manager of one of the biggest 
chain department stores in 
Germany, and was buyer of 2 to 
3 million marks worth of furni
ture every year . 11 I knew how 
the chairs and couches should 
look," he said smiling, "but 
of course I never had anything 
to do with making them. It 1 s 
fun now to learn how they are 
made and I really like the 
work. Maybe l ater on, once 
one has got enough experience 
one can establish a little 
workshop." 

A man must work to be happy. 
And in the skill of their 
hands, in the s atisfaction of 
jobs well done, these men are 
building, too, a whole new fu
ture for themselves. 

. 
• 

fiailt:lin9 I/ Alew 7'atarce 
Hopeful Refugees Are Learning In NRS Upholstery Retraining Course 

THE BIG ROOM LITERALLY HUMMED 
with activity. Not so much 
the little hammers tapping 
busily; not so much the buzz
ing planes, and scrunching 
saws. It was the concentra
tion of the men working; the 
painstaking effort, and the 
eager thirst to learn and do 
as well as possible. 

This was the Upholstery Class, 
conducted by the National Refil
gee Service, retraining refu
gees in this useful trade so 
that they might once more t ake 
an independent and productive 
place in society. In this 
class there are men from every 
walk of life, of every age . 
There is a very young former 
student, a cattle dealer of $, 
a textile merchant of 56, · 

others--13 students in all . 
They are learning the essen
tials of upholstering and ca
binet making. They have re
paired broken chairs and 
couches. They took pieces a
part and reassembled them; re
placed missing feet and arms. 

"I am continually amazed, 11 

said the young instructor, 
"that these men are able to 
learn so much in such a short 
time. Of course they 1ll have 
to work as helpers a while to 
get experience, but l ater on 
they will be good mechanics in 
their own right. 11 

Donald Bernath, whom the in
structor introduced as his 
best student, is 40 years old, 
from Czechoslovakia. He was 
working on a big chair . 11 I 
like America, 11 he sa id, "and I 
am happy that I have the 

11!"!-';;.7'!~ 

chance to learn this. For a 
year and a half I 1 ve tried 
everything--peddling vacuum 
cleaners and other things. I 
had never handled tools before 
and am happy to be able to do 
this. The National Refugee 
Service has done a fine job 

giving us this opportunity and 
we are more than thankful to 
it. 11 

Tall, elderly Martin Sternberg 
was in the textile business in 
Berlin. When his business was 
closed by the Nazis in Novem
ber, 193$, he was glad thathi.s 
mother had persuaded him to 
r egister for emigration. His 
mother, $0 years old, is with 
him . "Two years ago we ar
rived here , 11 he said, while 
threading his needle, "and I 
tried since to make my living 
as a peddler. But that was 

not for me. When I was a 
schoolboy I carved wood the 
way children do. But since 
that time I never even had a 
hammer in my hands. Well , I 
did not believe I could ever 
learn this when I was confron
ted with a broken chair the 
first day--but I managed . I 
managed with the. wonderful sup
port of our instructor, who 
fought our despair and showed 
us how to use not only our 
hands but our brains also •.. 11 

Leo Frost, former cattle deal
er, was working on a small 
cosychair for a child. A tidc
lish thing , he said, because 

(Continued on page 6) 
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eh.ica90 .!lnveJtJ in .ne5u.9eeJ 
By Florence Bobinsky, Supervisor, Self-Support Department, 

Jewish Social Service Bureau of Chicago 

This is the second and con
cluding section of an ar
ticle describing what the 
Jewish Social Service Bureau 
of Chicago has done in aid
ing refugees to establish 
self-support projects . The 
first section appeared in 
the August Community Bul
letin. 

HERE ARE SUMMARIES OF JUST A 
few of the situations which 
illustrate the planning and 
functioning of the Self-Sup
port Department and the value 
of its program . 

THE COSMETIC LABORATORY OF THE 
B. brothers . These two young 
men, in their twenties, were 
resettled in Chicago early in 
1940. Minor health difficul
ties prevented their immediate 
employment so financial assis
tance was necessary. 

In Vienna, both boys h~d work
ed in their father's cosmetic 
business and had gained an ex
ceilent knowledge of the manu
f acturing of beauty parlor 

supplies. 
t o le ave 

They were reluctant 
the lucrative field 

in which they were experience:l, 
but attempts to place them in 
this line were unsuccessful . 
After a short time they used a 
dollar or two of their relief 
allowance to purchase supplies 
and make up small quantities 
of merchandise, according t o 
formulas brought with them 
from Europe. They disposed of 
their merchandise immediately 
at a profit, their first week 
showing a cash surplus of 70 
cents. In a few weeks they 
had acquired a list of 100 CU5-

tomers and had s ales of up to 
$50 a week . Even though these 
two young men were employable 
and under ordinary circumstan
ces would not be considered 
for a self-support investment, 
the profitable aspects of 
their business, their excel
lent background, and their 
r eal initiative, all pointed 
to the f act that with some ad
ditional capital the B. Broth
ers might have the nucleus of 
a successful business. For 
these reasons, a loan of $500 

was granted in February, 1941, 
to be used for an inexpensive 
car for sales purposes, and 
for stock in larger quantities. 
The business has developed 
even beyond our expectations. 
Sales for June approximated 
$800, and the brothers are ccrn
pletely self-supporting. They 
started their repayments in 
May and have gradually increa& 
ed them up t o the present time. 
NRS shared equally with the 
Self-Support Department in the 
loan, and is receiving half of 
the repayments. 

THE F. FAMILY WERE AMONG THE 
earlier newcomers arriving in 
the United States in 19J6. Mr. 
F. had had 23 years of experi
ence as a cattle dealer in Get'
many , where his family had 
been engaged in the same busi
ness for generations . He 
tried to make some connections 
in this country in his own 
field but found that there 
were few cattle dealers who en
ployed assistants. Mr. F. 
came to the agency extremely 
discouraged about his possibil
ities for vocational adjust
ment in the United States . 

A STORY OF SELF SUPPORT AND SUCCESSFUL ADJUSTMENT 

Through one of the sources ccn
tacted by the agency , Mr. F. 
l earned of a cattle business 
that was for sale. It was 
just the type of business 
which he felt he was best fit
ted for, as it involved the 
buying and selling of cattle 
among farmers in country dist
ricts, and the assembling of 
cattle loads destined for ship
ment to the stock yards . After 
a ·great deal of careful inves
tigation, made more complica
ted because the business was 
located more than 100 miles 
from Chicago, the enterprise 
was finally purchased in J anu
ary , 1938, for $2 ,500, $1,000 

WE'RE SORRY THAT A TYPO
GRAPHICAL error caused a ta-
rific infla tion of statis
tics in 1 st month 's section 
of "Chicago Invests in Refu
gees". Corrected, figures 
are; individual lo....ns range 
from $50 to $4,100. Of the 
total loaned, $18,500 was 
supplied by the Self-Support 
Department, $5 , 500 by . NRS, 
$4,100 wa s obtained from 
other sources. 

of which was supplied by the 
National Refugee Service. The 
family moved to the community 
in February, 1938, and was 
housed in r ather primitive 
quarters, since it was neces
sary f or them to live on the 
premises . One month after Mr . 
F . started the business , he l:&
gan repayments at the r ate of 
$100 per month, and in 27 
months had completely repaid 
his loan . Since then, he has 
also r epaid all relief which 
the family had received . The 
family has made a r emarkable 
adjus tment socially and eco
nomically, to all phases of 
American life, in this small 
farming community, which they 
seem happy to think of as 
their permanent home. 

MR. A. HAD BEEN EMPLOYED AS A 
buyer of rugs and draperies in 
a Berlin department store for 
20 years, but the only job he 
h din a year's time in Chi
cago was selling rugs and dra
peries for one month before 
Christmas, in one of our de
partment stores. During this 
time , t he family made valiant 
efforts to become independent. 
Mrs. A. worked in a shoe f ac
tory during the busy season 

and their son, Hans, tried sel
ling candy from house to house 
after school . Mrs. A. had t a
ken a course in salad making 
just before leaving Berlin and 
during the summer of 1939, she 
made up some sample merchan
dise which Mr . A. and Hans 
took around to various delica
tes sen stores . Although they 
managed to earn a few dollars, 
the nature of the business 
made it very difficult for 
them, because the salads had 
to be made up and delivered :im
mediately to pr event spoiling . 

The entire family worked very 
hard and our observations of 
them led us to approve an in
vestment preferably for a deli
catessen business. 

The store finally purchased 
is a combination grocery and 
delic atessen in a section of 
the city which is fifty per 
cent Jewish and the remainder 
of the population a mixture of 
Irish, Bohemian and na tive A
mericans. Competition is at a 
minimum and the neighborhood a 
desir able one in which to live. 
The store is a unit of a large 
buying organization which for 

(Continued on next page) 
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Job Discussion 
IN OCTOBER NRS INITIATED TWO 
Job Discussion Groups , teach
ing r efugees the answer to the 
all i mportant question "How 
can I get a job?" The opening 
sessions wer e each attended by 
20 r efugee job-seekers , rang
ing in age f r om 20 to 50 , r e
presenting a variety of occu
pations . 

The discussion groups , con
ducted by Mortimer Karpp of 
NRS Employment Division , are 
experimental . If they prove 
successful in aiding r efugees 
to get jobs the groups will be 
expanded . Refugees attending 
the discussions will learn how 
to apply for a job, how to 
write a letter, study l abor 
laws , the role of trade unions 
and self-analysis and job-ana
l ysi s . High spot of the ser
i es will be a pract ice i nter
view with a prospective em
ployer. 

Refugees attending the first 
discussions saw two films, 
"Yesterday ' s Over Your Shoul
der , " a short showi ng t he 
transition f rom clerk to fac
tory worker, and "This is New 
England, 11 a documentary movie 
depicting the varied indus
tries and jobs in the r egion . 
Following a discussion period 
the r efugees went energetic
ally to work on t heir f irst 
assignment, writing a let ter 
of application in answer to a 
newspaper ad . 

J.T. Likes Boston 
Dear Mrs. G: 

We arrived in Boston Friday 
and you are right , we are very 
happy to be here. Boston is 
simply wonderfult Parks, trees, 
meadows, t hings we had never 
seen i n New York, unless we 
went in Central Park . But it 
took many hours and was too 
expensive for us. We are li v
ing downtown, near my school , 
so I am able to save money , 

for I am walking t o school . 

In consequence of the bet
ter climate in Boston , my wife 
is fe eling better than in New 
Yor k . She starts her new j ob 
within a few days and we hope 
i t will be a steady one . 

Thanking you for your kind-
ness and 
which you 
remain, 

willingness with 
have helped us, I 

Yours, 
J. T. 

Job for Succahbuilder 

MR . L., WHO MIGHT BE CONS IDER.ED 
a gener al handyman , filled the 
bill fo r an unusual job in a 
local synagogue . He was placed 
by the Employment Division of 
the National Refugee Service 
as a "succahbuilder" t (Evi
dence, the Employment Division 
r eports, that the Occupational 
Dictionary of 22 ,000 job names 
is still not altogether com
plete t) 

English a First Need 

THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE 
placed 561 persons in English 
classes in September, a record 
month for this service . It i s 
a remarkable fact that of the 
8 ,382 refugee students in Eng
lish classes in New Yor k City 
last year , not a single one 
was illiterate . 

Rabbis Placed 
DURING THE THIRD QUARTER OF 
1941, 54 rabbis and religious 
functionaries were placed th
rough NRS . Of t his gratifying 
number , 42 were permanent pla
cements, all at adequate sala
ries. 

Repayments Rise 
IMPROVED BUSINESS CONDITIONS 
were r efl ected in the increas
ed r epayments made to the Cap
ital Loan Committee dur i ng the 
third quart er . Repayments to
talled $16 , 180 and would have 
been even larger had not many 
of these refugee businessmen 
and professionals been spend
ing money in an effort t o r e
scue r el atives in Europe . 

GEE! GENE AUTRY IS REAL! 
"GEE, I THOUGHT A RODEO WAS A 
bull fightt" s aid an 11-year
old r efugee boy, turning a 
handspring , when he was asked 
how he liked :t_he rodeo. "I 
never in my l ife expected t o 
see anything like i t . " 
I t was a riotously happy group 
of 30 refugee children who 
l eft Madison Square Garden 
after seeing the special per
formanc e for underprivileged 
children of the 16th Annual 
World's Championship Rodeo , to 
which they had been invited 
through the National Refugee 
Service. 
As the wonderful acts pro
gres sed one after another, the 
r efugee youngsters became more 
and more excited . One shy lit
tle boy put his fingers in his 
ears and said he did not like 
noise. After a few moments, 

he was cheering at the top of 
his voice . Soon all in the 
group were yelling . 

Most of them were very skepti
cal . "These acts are not 
r eally real," 
all tricks . 
do them . " 

one said , "it's 
But how do they 

The big moment of the after
noon came when Gene Autry ap
peared on his beautiful beige
colored horse . Only a few 
years ago these youngsters had 
never heard of Gene Autry, but 
today he was an important part 
of their America . One thing 
surprised them ~ they hadn't 
thought he was "really real" 
either t Now they che_ered them
selves hoarse along with t he 
15, 000 others. 

issued each month by the National Refugee 
Service, a beneficiary of the United Jew

ish Appeal . 
November , 1941 

28 Percent of Refugees of Polish 
Origin NRS Survey Shows 
REFUGEES OF POLISH BIRTH BEING 
aided by the National Refugee 
Service are almost equal in 
number to those of German ori
gin, a recently completed 
study of NRS relief cases in 
September shows . Of the total. 
30 percent are German, while 
28 percent are Polish . 

of families, or 6 , ooo indivi
dual s , all aided by NRS during 
the one month . It gives the 
following countries of birth: 
Germany 30.5 percent , Pol and 
28 .4 percent , Austria 23 . 5 
percent, Czechoslovakia 4.8 
percent , Hungary ~-7 percent . 

6500 REFUGEES 
COME IN 3 MONTHS 

CAREFUL ESTIMATES OF REFUGEE 
immigration dw:·ing the months 
of July, August , and September 
indicate that 6 , 500 Jewish r e
fugee s r eached this country 
during the period. 

Third in the group are refu
gees from Austria, with the 
r emaining percentage composed 
of refugees from countries of 
Eastern Europe and Central 
Europe , incl uding Czechoslo
vakia , Rumani a , and Hungary . A 
large proportion of the Aus
trian group , it was pointed 
out , were born in Galicia . 

UJA GRANTS ADDITIONAL 
FUNDS FOR REFUGEE AID 

These figures show that the 
r efugee problem is neither a 
German problem nor a Western 
European problem, but a broad 
problem of Continental Jewry . 
The survey cover ed 2 , 398 heads 

THE ALLOTMENT COMJVIITTEE OF THE 
united Jewish Appeal meeting 
in October granted an addi
tional $725 , OOO to the National 
Refugee Service , making the 
total 1941 allotment to the 
NRS $2 , 725,000. Included in 
the new allotment is a contin
gent fund of $50,000 especial
ly designated for "change-of
status" expenditures . 

Despite thi s additional grant 
NRS will end the year wi t h a 

cash deficit and will enter 
1942 without operat ing funds . 
Expendit ures of NRS f or the 
firs t nine months of 1941 , 
which have been on a mini mum 
basis , total $2 ,299,036 . 

Additional allotments were al
so made to other agencies re
presented in the UJA, bringing 
the total 1941 grants to 
$5 ,440 , 000 f or the Joint Dis
tribution Committee , and 
$3 , 325 , 000 for t he United Pal
estine Appeal. 
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Death of Herbert Mallinson Grave 
Loss to Refugee Work in Americ·a 
THE UNTIMELY DEATH OF HERBERT 
MALLINSON , Dallas, Texas 
leader in communal activity, 
was mourned as "a great loss 
to refugee work in the United 
States in which he was so vi
tally interested , " by William 
Rosenwald, president of the 
NRS on behalf of the Board of 
Directors . 
In a statement, Mr. Rosenwald 
said , "Mr. Mallinson was a 
member of the Board of Direc
tors of the National Refugee 
Service. From the very begin7 
ning he recognized the vital 
i~portance of the planned, con
structive program of the NRS , 
and worked untiringly in its 
behalf . He was the moving 
force behind refugee work in 
Texas, and the establishment 
of t he Texas Emigre Service . 
He spent many days making per
sonal visits from community to 
community in the state, inter
preting the resettlement pro
gram, and building up local 
committees. 

"Mr. Mallinson was interested 
not only in the general refu
gee problem, but in the indi-

vidual r efugees who came to 
Dallas, taking time from his 
own pr essing affairs to be 
friendly , to help in employ
ment placement , and in adjust
ment in the community . 11 

Herbert Mallinson 

"Serpa Pinto" Brings Precious Cargo of Children 
TAGGED AND NUMBERED, OF MANY 
nationalities, fair and dark, 
big and small -- 51 children , 
six to 15 years of age,reached 
New York on the "Serpa Pinto" 
September 24 from Lisbon. This 
is one more group happily res
cued from Europe, to be placed 
through the German - Jewish 
Children 1 E Aid in selected 
foster homes where they will 
learn to be children again -
loved and cared for until they 
can once more Join their own 
families. The children were 
brought here by the U. S . Com
mittee, cooperating with other 
organizations. 
Some of the children have had 
dreadful experiences; some 
have been hunted through Eur
ope from Germany from Austria 

from Czechoslovakia from Pol
and . Through camps and homes , 
over highways and seas. They 
carry small bundles ~ a sec
ond pair of shoes, a f ew rags. 
It is all they have in the 
world. Their parent s are dead 
or interned in camps or they 
know not where . 
The children are younger and 
more confused than other re
cent arrivals . They have lived 
a longer time t hrough bitter 
days in France. Some of them 
actually saw the Battle of 
Paris. 

CHARLES JORDAN,FOR~ERLY DIREC
tor of NRS Central Reception 
and Central Intake, has been' 
grant ed a leave of absence to 
direct JDC work in Cuba . 

"ALL OF US ENGAGED IN REFUGEE 
work have an especially grave 
responsibility t oday. In the 
critical situation facing our 
count ry , ours is the duty of 
seeing that the ne\·1comers in 
America add to the strength of 
America," said Miss Ethel Wise, 
member of the Executive Board 
of the National Refugee Ser
vice , addressing the third an
nual meeting of the Rhode 
Island Refugee Service , held 
at Providence, R.I., on Octo
ber 26. "We must interpret 
t he r efugee to America," Miss 
Wise said , "helping people to 
understand that the emigre can 
be among the staunchest defen
ders of democracy . There is 
every reason why the refugee 
today people who know by 
bitter experience what Hitler
ism means ~ should be treated 
with intelligence and under
s tanding . We who really know 
the r efugees can all help im
measurably in seeing that this 
result is achieved ." 

The meeting was under the 
chairmanship of Walter Adler, 
president of the R. I. Refugee 
Service . It was reported that 
t he 300 refugees in the com
munity are all employed • Many 
of them, however , are working 
in seasonal industries or in 
trades likely to be affected 
by priority shortages. The 
meeting discussed the possibi
lities of a capital loan pro
gram to establish , emigres in 
self - supporting enterprises, 
as suring a more st able econo
mic future f or them . 

JOBS------------
NRS EMPLOYMENT PLACEMENTS 
reached a new high in the 
month of September . Total num
ber of jobs secured by the Em
ployment 'Division in that 
month was 634. 

THIS IS A STORY WITHOUT AN ENDING 
-- as yet. The mother of this 
young refugee soldier has not yet 
reached America . But NRS is bend
ing every eff o~t in this case as 
in thousands of others, t o ha~ten 
the granting of a visa , to find 
some route to America through a 
war torn world, to make the end
ing a happy one. 

out, carefully 
The day's work of NRS Migration Division. 
Mieration documents must be handled ra
pidly -- a day's delay may mean the dif
ference between life and death . 

The centralization of visa con
trol in Washington, effective last 
July, and the more complex pro
cedures . now required in applying 
for a visa, have t r ememdously in
creased the demands upon NRS. The 
Migration Division is now render
ing 9 ,000 services each month. 

lo Vt:eedom 
from South Turkey in a tiny 
boat powered by an outboard 
motor~ The 17 passengers and 
crew slept on tobacco bags 
carried as freight on the boat . 
They sailed for three long 
days and nights to reach Haifa . 
They spent 14 days in Haifa 
and Jerusalem before going by 
train to Port Said, Egypt: 
then on to Suez where with 250 
Americans and 80 other refu
gees, most of them coming from 
Palestine, they embarked on 
the Egyptian liner "Kawsar. 11 

After a delay of several days 
in port , the boat sailed from 
Suez stopping in Capetown. 
Here another delay and another 
complication~ The crew of the 
"Kawsar," Portuguese Indians , 
were dissatisfied with their 
quarters and provisions, and 
they refused to finish the 
voyage. But after two days the 
strike was called off and once 
more the ship sailedr 
The "Kawsar" crossed the South 
Atlantic and stopped again in 
Pernambuco , Brazil , then in 
British Trinidad, and finally 
on the 69th day -- New York. 

NEW NRS MIGRATION 
RELEASE AVAILABLE 
(Emigre Service Release #21 
just issued by NRS, gives de
tails on Visa Applicat ion pro
cedures, and Overseas Migra
tion Information, and discus
ses a number of other techni
cal migration matters . This 
release will be sent to inter
ested persons on request . ) 

ASSURANCES FROM WASHINGTON ARE 
t hat technical difficulties 
and staff shortages which have 
slowed up the issuance of vi
sas in the last four months 

QUOTE-----------
"The emergency requires na
tional unity through mutual 
understanding between native 
Americans. and aliens. An at
mosphere of distrust will pre
vent us from understanding the 
contribution they have made. 
On the other hand the aliens 
t hemselves have an obligation 
to accept not only the bene
fits but the responsibilities 
common to us all . We want no 
feeble or divided loyalty." 

Raymond Moley ________________________ __, 

have now been overcome and 
that at least a thousand ap
plications will be examined 
each week . The State Depart
ment says i t expects to issue 
two to t hree thousand immigra
tion visas each month. 

The principal bottleneck in 
the clearance of applications 
haa been the delay in reports 
from various bureaus which 
must be on hand before the ap
plication goes to one of the 
five Interdepartmental Commit
tees for decision. One bureau 
recently had a backlog of 700 
unanswered cases . 

A new consolidated form for 
the filing of visa applica
tions has just been issued. 
Known as Form BC it r eplaces 
the three forms (B, C and D) 
previously required. However , 
cases filed on Forms B, C and 
D are still valid and no re
application need be filed. The 
new form may be obtained from 
the Visa Division of the De
partment of State , or from the 
National Refugee Service. 
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ERVICE. INC. 

:TION D'EP't 

This refugee, now serving in 
Uncle Sam's army, wants his 
mother t o join him in the 
l and he is learning to defend. 

An NRS migration worker ex
plains all the thousand and 
one procedures that must be 
followed in applying for a 
visa. 

GEORGIA TAKES A LOOK 
AT THE RECORD 
''A LOOK AT THE RECORD" IS THE 
subtitle of the second annual 
report of t he Georgia Farm 
School and Resettlement Bureau, 
and indeed i t is a record well 
wor th the looking. Facts from 
the record of a yec:.r of r efu
gee service in Georgia show 
that 103 job placements were 
made; 100 percent employment 
was achieved for every refugee 
under Bureau sponsorship; 
"Gateways," a self - support 
project for r efugee women, was 
established, enabling them to 
supplement family incomes 
through the manufacture and 
sale of aprons, infants' ap
parel, underwear, gloves, etc . 
Provision was made for ade
quate medical and hospital 
service for refugees, and a 
fine record was made in Citi
zenship and Educational work, 
especially in the founding of 
the Monday Night Discussion 
Group, a forum for educating 
r efugees in the history and 
institutions of our country. 
The group also publishes a 
neat little bulletin, "The 
Monday Nigh ter • " 

In addition , the Bureau car
ried on its important r egular 
activities of r elief , reset
tlemen~ and agricultural 
training. In paying tribute to 
the men and women who per
f ormed these services, Eugene 
Oberdorfer, president of t he 
organization, said, "It would 
be necessary to read the en
tire list of our officers and 
committee chairmen, if I un
dertook to cite those indivi
duals who have entirely disre
garded all consideration of 
themselves, in their enthusi
astic and generous desire to 
serve the purposes for which 
we are organized." 

Commenting on possibilities of 
the days to come, Mr . Oberdor
fer said, "May I observe that 
the futur e of refugee entry 
and resettlement in our coun
try is bolLDd up in a maze of 
complicated movements and af
fairs which no man can foresee. 
It is recommended that the ac
tive development of our pro
gram be continued, to the end 
that we may be prepared to 

Forms--forms--forms . All must be filled 
checked, notari zed, sent to Washington. 

IT TAKES A PERSISTENT AND IN
GENIOUS man to find a way out 
of war-circled Europe today . 
Eric N. is such a man . He came 
to t he National Refugee Ser
vice last week for help in 
finding a job, in making a new 
home for himsel f, in becoming 
an American citi zen . He had 
just arrived on the Egyptian 
lj ner "Kawsar ." His route t o 
the United St ates lay through 
a do zen countries and seas , 
along the coasts of four con
tinents , and took 69 days -
only a little let's time than 
Jules Verne's fabled trip 
a.round the war ld t 
A native of Czechoslovakia, Mr. 
N. fled to Turkey. Haunted by 
f ear that the Nazis would 
march into this country, too, 
he turned all his hopes to 
emigrating to America. 

Overcoming every restriction 
and obstacle, he left with his 
wife and 68-year old mother 

cope with whatever r easonable 
requirements with which, in 
the unpredictable future, we 
may be confronted . " 

Deinhard Stresses Influence of Refugee Work Today 
On Immigration Policy of Future at Omaha Meeting 

THAT THE MANNER IN WHICH THE 
national and local r efugee 
program is carried out todqy 
i s of vast importance because 
of the influence it will have 
on the immigration policies of 
tomorrow was emphasized by 
Amos S. Deinhard, president of 
the West Central Regi on of the 
Council of Jewish Federations 
and Welfare Funds, in his ad
dress on "The State of t he 
Region 11 opening the conference 
held at Omaha , Neb., on Oct. 
25 and 26. 

Mr. Deinha.rd pointed out to 
t he 500 community leaders at
tending the sessions that the 
present period of national 
emergency brings new problems 
to the American Jewish commun
ity which must be faced and 
solved. The fate of the r efu
gees, Mr. Deinhard said, de
pends largely upon how well 
organized Jewry does its job 
of making them a living part 
of American democracy and of 
interpreting the refugee's 
fundamental love of liberty to 
the r est of the nation. 

"The National Refugee Service 
is today providing increased 
service to t he community in 
several of t he divisions of 
i ~s activity, and the same 
volume as last year in the ma
jority of its other service," 
said Arthur Greenleigh, Assis
tant Ex8cutive Director of NRS, 
speaking at the conference 
panel discussion on Overseas 
and Refugee Needs . "Today, in 
a single month , the National 
Refugee Service is providing 
more than 6,000 persons with 
financial assistance, finds 
jobs for more than 600 , helps 
over 75 professionals, includ
ing doctors, r abbis , musicians 
and others to re-establish 
themselves, and is resettling 
mo::-e than 300 refugees." 

Mr. Greenleigh said t hat near
ly eleven thousand refugees 
had arrived in the l ast four 
months. In September, he add
ed, more than 2,600 entered 
our country. 

In connection with t he confer
ence a "Refugee Clinic" was 
held, attended by 40 lay 
leaders and professional wor
kers from 16 communities. 
Frieda Romalis, Executive Di
rector of the Jewish Social 
Service Bureau of St. Louis, 
served as chairman, with George 
Wolfe, NRS Director of Reset
tlement and Field Service, 
acting as discussion leader. 
The clinic discussion centered 
around changing aspects of the 
refugee program, both from the 
point of view of organization
al changes in community handl
ing of the r efugee problem, 
and from a consideration of 

t he changing status of t he r e
fugee in the Jewish and non
J ewish community. Mr. Wolfe 
noted that refugee immigration 
was continuing and that reset
tlement was still going on al
though at a lower rate than 
t hat of a year ago. In the 
first nine months of 1941, he 
said, 263 refugees had been 
resettled into the West Cen
tral region by NRS . 

Major discussion of the clinic 
was centered on the proposal 
t hat refugee committees apply 
tD community chests for funds 
on the principle that the par
t icipation of the entire com
munity would be enlisted in 
emigre absorption. The opin
ion of the clinic was that no 
single answer could be given 
to the question; that it was 
one which must be decided by 
each community on t he basis of 
local situations. 

Doctor-Author Urges Resettlement 
At Meeting of Emigre Physicians 

(Left to right) Dr. Tracy J. 
Putnam, outstanding neurolo
gist and vice-chairman of the 
National Committee for the Re
settlement of Foreign Physi
cians; Dr. Martin Gumpert, 
writer and dermatologist, Harry 
Biele, executive Secretary of 
the National Committee, and Dr. 
- -
Ernst Boas, Chairman of the 
N;:i t ional Committee, at a re
cent meeting of emigre doctors 
at Mt. Sinai Hospital. 

Dr. Gumpert , whose newly-pub
lished book "First Papers" 
tells the story of a refugee's 
reaction to America, was the 
principal speaker at the meet
ing. Dr. Gumpert s aid, "If I 
could live the past five years 
again, I would never stay in a 
large city. I would serve an 
internship and then I would go 
outside of New York where 
there is room to live a good 
life." 
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1. FIRST IS THE NEED FOR THE 
essentials -- f ood, clothing , 
shelter. On a budgetary grant 
from NRS t he family is able to 
live while l ong range plans 
are maturing . Each year 15 ,000 
r efugees are aided by NRS re
lief . 
2. THE LITTLE REFUGEE GIRL 
will grow up a free American, 
the shame and degradation of 
the swastika only a dim rremory. 
NRS renders many special ser
vices for children--sends t hem 
to nursery and play schools, 
to camps in the summer, arrang
es circus parties, tries to 
erase the past . 

3 . I N COOPERATION WITH NRS THE 
family has decided the.t reset
tlement offer s the happiest 
solution to t heir needs . They 
leave New York for a new home 
in a New England town. There 
they will be met by a local 
refugee committee, which will 
help the f ather to find work, 
help the mother to set up a 
home , help the child to know 
and love America. 

THREE REFUGEES--FATHER, MOTHER, DAUGHTER-
wait in the offices of NRS. Like thou
sands of other refugees, adrift amid the 
complexities of this new homeland, they 
turn to NRS for the necessities of life 
and f or guidance in planning the f uture. 
The "refugee problem 11 is expressed in sta
tistical t erms of thousands of people, 
thousands of dollars, thousands of ser
vices. But behind these s t atistics are in
dividuals like these three ; men, women,. 
children, all asking 11 How can we be good 
Americans? 11 

I 
II 

Dorothy Kahn Heads New 
Famlly Service Department of NRS 

DOROTHY C. KAHN, OUTSTANDING 
l eader in the social service 
field, and As sistant Execut ive 
Secretary of the American As
sociation of Social Workers, 
joined the staff of the Na
tional Refugee Service as Di
rector of the Family Service 
Department on November 1st, i t 
was announced by Albert Abra
hamson, NRS Executive Director. 

Commenting on the appoint ment, 
Mr. Abrahamson stated, "We are 
extremely gratified t hat it 
was possibl e for Miss Kahn to 
arrange for a leave of absence 
from the Amer ican Association 
of Social Workers to assume 
this new post at NRS . We feel 
that her rich background of 
experience in public and pri
vate welfare work will be of 
great value in her work with 
refugee problems.'' 

As Director of the Family Ser
vice Department , Mis s Kahn is 
in charge of a major unit of 
t he National Refugee Service , 
granting financial aid to , and 
active in the rehabilitation 
of 15,000 r efugees each year . 

Dorothy C. Kahn was educated 
at Wellesley College , and did 
graduate work at several other 
universities . For approximate
l y twelve years she was in 
Jewish family agencies in Chi
cago, Baltimore and Philadel
phia. 

She later served as Executive 
Director of the Philadelphia 
County Relief Board. She has 
been Resident Consult ant at 
Western Res erve University , 
and Research Associate for the 
Americarl Association of Schools 
of Social Work . In 1939 Miss 
Kahn became Assistant Execu
t ive Secretary of the American 
Association of Social Workers. 

Among other important appoint
ments Miss Kahn served as 
Chairman of the Advisory Com
mittee on Employment and Re-

lief of President Roosevelt's 
Committee on Economic Security, 
1934-35 , and as Rapporteur on 
unemployment for the United 
States at t he Third Inter na
t ional Conference of Social 
Work, held in London, England, 
in 1936. 

Miss Kahn is a member of vari
ous welfare and social work 
organizations and the author 
of numerous publications deal
ing with unemployment and 
f3.Jnily relief and welfare. 

Af eetin9j - --. 
THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SERVICE 
will participate in the fol
lowing meetings during the 
next three weeks : 

November 16. JDC zone meeting, 
Peoria , Ill. Speakers, Joseph 
Galkin and Samuel Goldsmith. 

lfovember 16. CJ?WF State meet
ing, Tampa , Fla . E.R. Gomberg 
will speak at the refugee clin
ic. 

November 23. CJFWF State meet
ing, Greensboro, N. C. Robert 
K. Straus will speak. 

November 23 . New Jersey Emigre 
Bureau meeting, Newark , N. J. 
Carlos L. Israels will speak. 

November 30. CJFWF State meet
ing , Birmingham, Ala. William 
Haber will speak. 

N RS c°1L[TIN 
published each month by the 
National Refugee Service, 165 
West 46th Street , New York 
City. Contents may be r eprint
ed. Please credit the NRS Com
munity Bulletin . 

Vol . II November, 1941 No . 11 

T<eOu9ee 
~oolcJ at 
l/me~ica 
FIRST PAPERS By Martin Gumpert 
Duell, Sloan & Pearce, October, 
1941. $2.75. 

• Martin Gumpert, emigre physi-
cian and author, has been in 
America f or five years. Within 
a few months he will become a 
citizen. In 11First Papers " he 
tells the story of America as 
he has grown to know i t in 
t hose five years; essentially 
this is the tale of his period 
of apprenticeship as an Ameri
can. 

"First Papers" would make a 
useful handbook for any refu
gee , anxious to interpret the 
American scene in terms of fa
miliar background. Bu t it is 
scarcely less valuable as a 
handbook for Americans. This 
cultured and discerning Euro
pean doctor has discovered 
this country with an objecti
vity that no American can 
match. Other Europeans have 
written about America, usually 
after flying visits and cur
sory r esearch. But few have 
lived here, absorbed t he fla
vor of a culture they intend 
to make their own, and then 
analysed our folkways with 
such charm and understanding. 

In times when we are re - exa
mining the fundamental s of our 
democracy and our national 
character, when we are asking 
a little tremulously, ''Can it 
happen here?" -- in such times 
Gumpert's book is salutary . 
His basic t hesis is t hat Amer
ica and Americans are differ
ent--tha t generations of Euro
pean immigrants, bringing with 
them the cultures of thirty 
lands have creat ed, in America, 
~ new people and a new culture. 
How Gumpert came to know , to 
understand, to merge himself 
with these new people is the 
story of 11 First Papers. 11 
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NRS BUDGET SUMMARY FOR 1942 
(Continued from Page 1) 

gency is faced with t he pros
pect of a seriousl y increased 
relief load as a result of 
priorit ies unemployment and of 
discrimination against aliens 
by employers. For continuation 
of financial assistance to 
refugees in 1942 the NRS will 
need a minimum of $1,569 ,640. 

tinue in 1942 t he work of re
establishing prof essionals ~ 
physicians, r abbis, musicians 
~ in their vocations and re
claiming their skills for A
merica , a minimum will be 
needed of $83,460. 

OTHER NRS SERVICES: In 1942 
direct aid t o r efugees to help 
establish them in small busi
nesses or farms will r equire a 
minimum of $84,000. 

Direct aid to physicians and 
dentists f or the completion of 
their studies, t o set them up 
in practice in rural areas, 

and to help them in purchasing 
equipment, will require a min
imum of $84,000 . 

To provide for the setting up 
of courses and loans for re
t rainees will r equire a mini
mum of $100,000. 

For general administration, 
including executive , account
ing , statistical division and 
unallocated office expenses, 
the agency will require a min
imum of $179,930 . 

For subventions to ot her or
gani zations aiding refugees 
the agency will require a min
imum of $120 , 250 . 

NATIONAL RESETTLEMENT, FIELD 
SERVICE AND COMMUNITY RELA
TIONS: Bearing in mind war
time restrictions, resettle
ment cont inues with Government 
approval and remains an impor
tant part of t he agency 's pro
gram. I n 1942 effort s will be 
made to resettle 2,000 indi 
viduals . The NRS Field Service 
provides expert advice and as
sistance to communities on re
settlement and other mat t ers , 
including enemy alien regula
tions. In the field of com
munity relations , the agency 
maintains close contact wit h 
Washington and keeps the com
munities immediately informed 
on enemy alien problems through 
its "Special Information Bul
letin. 11 To meet the needs of 
this work, t he NRS will need a 
minimum of $220,105. 

RECENT ENEMY ALIEN RULINGS 

EMPLOYMENT AND RETRAINING SER
VI CE : The challenge presented 
by priorities unemployment and 
anti-alien sentiment must be 
met by increased emphasis on 
employment and retraining ser
vices. In 1942 the NRS will 
attempt to better its splendid 
r ecord of 6,565 placements 
l ast year. Through its re
training program t he NRS ex
pected to enroll 1 , 500 indi
viduals as compared with the 
1,000 individuals it helped to 
fit for jobs in 1941 . A con
tinuance of these services will 
require a minimum of $106,.660. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEES SERVICING 
PROFESSIONAL AND OTHER GROUPS: 
In 1941 the NRS made 1,600 
professional placements , of 
which 482 were physicians and 
medical scientists . To con-

(Continued from Page 1) 
after registering at post of
fices between February 9th and 
February 28th for their certi
ficates of identification , will 
receive small pink booklets 
containing their photographs , 
fingerprints and information 
about their physical appear
ance , birth and r esidence and 
citizenship status. They will 
be required to carry the book
let s, which are about the si ze 
of passport books, wherever 
they go as certificates of i
dentification. 

Re gistration forms are avail
able at NRS offices and work
ers have been as signed to as
s i st r efugees i n filling out 
the applications. The NRS ad
vised refugees t hat special 
attention will be given to 
Question 15, in which aliens 
are asked for explanations of 
t he circumstances under which 
they left their native country, 
since this ques t ion may be the 
basis for reclassification. 

ENEMY ALIENS AND U.S. ARMY 

In a memorandum to Selective 
Service State direct ors, Di
rect or Lewis B. Hershey stated 
on January 5th, "Unt il arrange
ments are made by the War De
partment for the reception of 
non-declarant aliens , all non
declarant aliens and all enemy 

aliens , both declarant and 
non- declarant , will be cont in
ued in Class IV-C . A later 
directive will be issued cov
ering the reclassification of 
these registrants . " 

ENEMY ALJENS HAVE RIGHT TO SUE 

The right of aliens of enemy 
nationality who are r esidents 
of t he Unit ed St ates to insti
tute and prosecute suits in 
Federal and St a t e courts was 
emphasized by Attorney General 
Francis Biddle on January 31st . 

AUSTRIANS EXEMPT UNDER RULES 
Although Austrians are consid
ered aliens of enemy national
ity they are not subject to 
the Attorney General's regul
ations and need not apply for 
certificates of identificat
ions unless they have volunt
arily become citizens or sub
jects of Germany, Italy or 
Japan, or were registered as 
such in the Alien Registration 
of 1940 . 
ALIEN RECEIPT CARDS 

All aliens of enemy nationali
t y mus t bring their Alien Reg
istrat ion Receipt Cards when 
applying f or certificates of 
identification. Alien Receipt 
Cards were issued to non-citi
zens who complied with the 
Alien Registration Act of 1940. 

. . Issued monthly by the National Refugee Service , a beneficiary of the United Jewish Appeal 
Volume III February, 1942 Number 2 

Head United Jewish Appeal Drive 

Elected chairmen for the 1942 United Jewish Appeal drive are 
(left to right) William Rosenwald , President of the NRS, Rabbi 
Abba Hillel Silver , National Chairman of the United Palestine 
Appeal , and Rabbi Jonah B. Wise , fund raising chairman of the 
Joint Distribution Committee . 

RECENT ENEMY ALIEN RULINGS 
A TOTAL OF 135 SPECIFIED AREAS 
on the West Coast have been 
prohibited to enemy aliens, 
and the entire coastline of 
California f rom the Oregon 
border to north of Los Angeles , 
ext ending inland from 30 to 
15Q miles, including 11 areas 
surrounding certain hydro
electric generating plants, 
have been declared restricted 
for enemy aliens. The regula
tions became effective Febru
ary 24th. 

Arthur D. Greenleigh) Assist
ant Executive Director of t he 
NRS , returned t o New York af
ter a ten-day trip on the West 
Coast where he met with gov-

ernment officials, agency rep
resentatives and local lead
ers . He extended the assist
ance of the NRS to local 
emigre groups helping refugees 
meet their wartime obligat
ions. The NRS has 9ffered its 
services to the government in 

. meet ing problems raised by the 
new measures . An NRS field man 
remains on the West Coast to 
assist in the work. A summary 
of enemy alien regulations and 
developments of the past month 
are as follows: 

ENEMY ALIEN REGISTRATION 

Enemy aliens of J apanese , Ger
(Cont inued on Page 8) 

MINIMUM FOR YEAR 
SET AT $2,618,725 

THE NATIONAL REFUGEE SER.VICE 
will need a minimum budget of 
$2,618 , 725 to meet the needs 
of t he agency in 1942, it was 
announced by the Executive 
Committ ee following adoption 
of the budget . 

No financial provision has 
been made in the budget for 
unusual emergency demands, 
such as may be occasioned by 
r ecent r estrictions of enemy 
aliens in prohibited areas. 
Major war services and normal 
obligations facing the agency 
this year are summari zed as 
follows : 

IMMIGRATION : War has impeded 
but not halte~ immigration. It 
is still possible for refugees 
to secure visas, under condi
tions imposed by the State De
partment . These conditions 
vary with changes in the in
ternational scene and the a
vailability of shipping . In 
1942, it will take all of the 
agency's skill in migration 
work to help effect the rescue 
of those who are eligible to 
come. For its migration and 
allied services, the NRS will 
need a minimum of $70,680. 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 
SONAL SERVICES: In 

AND PER-
1941 the 

NRS provided cash assistance 
for a monthly average of 6 , 650 
individuals . In 1942 the a-

(Continued on Page 8) 
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Death Of Solomon Lowenstein 
A Profound Loss To America 

THE SUDDEN DEATH ON JANUARY 20 
of Dr. Solomon Lowenstein, a 
member of the Executive Com
mittee of the National Refugee 
Service , who was Executive 
Vice President of the Federa
tion for the Support of Jewish 
Philanthropic Soci eties, ended 
the career of one of America's 
most distinguished social 
workers . He was 65 years old. 

"Solomon Lowenstein was a 
leader from the very first in 
American efforts to aid the 
oppressed people who sought 
haven here," said William 
Rosenwald, President of the 
National Refugee Service. "His 
wise and inspiring council 
represents an enduring contri
bution to the refugee cause. 
All of us associated wjth him 
in the work of the National 
Refugee Service, where he was 
a member of the Executive Com
mittee, have suffered a pro
found personal loss. 11 

Dr. Solomon Lowenstein 1 s death 
is an especially grievous blow 
to tbe German-Jewish Children 1 s 
Aid, Inc., of which he was 

93 "Guine" Refugees 
Apply At NRS Offices 
WITHIN TWO WEEKS AFTER THE 
refugee ship, "Guine, 11 had 
docked in New York on January 
14th, ninety three Jewish ref
ugees applied for assistance 
to the NRS . The "Guine" 
brought to the United States 
250 refugees from Lisbon and 
Casablanca, many of whom had 
suffered years of confinement 
in Nazi concentration camps. 

The majority of refugees ap
plying at NRS offices were in 
dire need and applied for im
mediate financial assistance. 
Others were registered for 
work with the agency's employ
ment department. 

founder and first chairman, 
said Alan M. Stroock , present 
chairman of the organization. 

Dr. Lowenstein was chairman of 
the German-Jewish Children's 
Aid between 1934 and 1936. His 
interest in the organization 
continued even after his re
tirement from that post and 
its officers frequently called 
upon him for guidance . The or
ganization is under the admin
istrative direction of the Na-
tional Refugee Service 
part of that agency 's 
Service Division . 

and is 
Family 

NRS Special 

Bulletins Available 
SINCE OUR ENTRANCE INTO THE 
war, the National Refugee Ser
vice has published 11 issues 
of a Special Information Bul
letin which reports develop
ments in Washington and else
where as they affect the situ
ation of ref ugees, especially 
aliens of enemy nationalit y. 

Copies of these Bulletins are 
available at NRS offices. 
The Bulletins are issued to 
community leaders and over 900 
local emigre aid groups in the 
country. 

1,500 lo fie 

T<.ettalnetl. 

.!Jn 1942 
THE RETRAINING PROGR.AJ\1 OF THE 
National Refugee Service will 
be increased considerably in 
1942. Plans are being made to 
retrain 1, 500 refugees as com- . 
pared with 1,000 individuals 
who were taught usable skills 
in 1941. 

Under the retraining program 
of the National Refugee Ser
vice, refugees who have no 
prospects for earning their 
livelihood in fields they for
merly pursued are retrained 
for jobs where opportunities 
are available. 

Last year, 1,000 individuals 
were entered in more than 75 
retraining courses both in New 
York City and a number of com
munities throughout the coun
try. Courses in other cities 
were set up with NRS guidance 
and often with the agency's 
financial assistance. 

Some of the group courses con
ducted by the National Refugee 
Service last year included: 
accounting and income tax , A
merican methods in architec
ture, auto body and fender 
work, baking, dental mechanics, 
furniture finishing, millin
ery, quantity cooking , uphol
stery, waitress training and 
welding. Refugees who were 
sent to private schools by the 
agency learned such trades as 
cutting and fitting surgical 
belts, dental as sistance , die
tetics , electric wiring , elec
trolysis, embroidery machine 
operating, diamond polishing, 
fashion designing, laboratory 
t echnique, linotyping, machine 
shop practice, medical assist
ance , power sewing machine op
erating, practical nursing, 
watchmaking and x-ray tech
nique. 

' I 

ST. LOUIS 
the articles, such as folding 
table tops, original couch covers, 
copper articles, linens, etc., 
are in demand all over the coun
try. 

About $22,000 has been given to 
the refugees, which in a city the 
size of St. Louis has been a tre
mendous satisfaction, not only to 
the Committee, but to the Welfare 
Fund as well. Many refugees 
trained by the Committee have 
been able to secure employment in 
other fields . 

Buy-Ways has now become so well 
known for the attractiveness of 
its shop and the originality and 
beauty of its merchandise, that 
its list of customers is wide
spread. This helps to disseminate 
the information as to how we are 
handling our refugee problem, and 
has won us the respect and co
operation of all groups. 

Mrs. Irvin Bettman 

Making 

and Naturalization WPA project in 
ied on by the WPA Education Depart
wish Community. (Photo , courtesy WPA) 

COMMUNITIES MEET 
PROBLEMS; LAUD 

WARTIME 
NRS HELP 

LOCAL COMMUNITIES THROUGHOUT 
the country have taken prompt 
action in transmitting to ref
ugees information supplied by 
the National Refugee Service 
on regulations affecting the 
status and conduct of aliens 
of enemy nationality. 

A preliminary survey of 97 
communities of all sizes vis
ited by NRS field men in the 
past two months revealed that 
70 communities have taken def
inite steps to reach every 
refugee in the community and 
inform him of government rul
ings. 

Twenty-four of the communities 
sent out a letter or a special 
bulletin; 20 called a special 
meeting 6f refugee residents, 
12 sent out a letter and 
called a meeting, and four 
sent out a letter and person
ally contacted all refugees. 

Forty of the communities had 
sent out some kind of written 
communication to all refugees 
in the community and 45 cov
ered their entire resident 
group by special meetings or 
by personal visits. 

Communities were aided in 
dealing with government war
time measures by the NRS Field 
Service and the NRS Special 
Information Bulletin. The Bul
letin kept the community a
breast of the regulations af
fecting refugees, and the 
field men assisted local com
mittees in dealing with their 
problems. 

Several hundred inquiries were 
received bythe NRS in the two
months period. Questions of a 
difficult and knotty nature 
were cleared with Washington 
by the NRS and the answers 
transmitted to the local com
munities. NRS anticipated many 
of these inquiries by issuing 
the Bulletin on a spot news 
basis. 

The interpretations published 
in the Bulletin have been 
based on authoritative infor
mation received by NRS, which 
is maintaining close contact 
with Washington in this emer
gency period. Many loclil com
mittees were able to transmit 
to their local refugee popula
tion significant events as 
they occurred. 

Many communities have written 
in praising the NRS for this 
wartime service. Some of the 
letters follow: 

St. Paul Refugee Service Divi
sion: "I want to take this op
portuni ty of transmitting our 
appreciation for your prompt
ness in getting important in
formation to us by means of 
the Special Information Bulle
tin." 

United Jewish Community of 
Harrisburg, Pa.: "We have been 
using your regular bulletins 
on aliens of any nationality 
to very great advantage here. 11 

Washington State Defense Coun
cil: "I have found the materi
al in your bulletins the most 
comprehensive and correct of 
any I have received and I have 
been amazed at the promptness 
with which you have made the 
material available." 

Rockford, Ill., Emigre Commit
tee: "The bulletins which you 
have issued since the outbreak 
of the war have been very 
helpful in the work here with 
the refugees." 

NR5c~L£TIN 
published each month by the 
National Refugee Service, 139 
Centre Street, New York City. 
Contents may be reprinted. 
Please credit the NRS Commu
nity Bulletin. 

February, 1942 
Volume III Number 2 
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JOIJR COR~ERS 

II 

7'ou.t 
~ ,, 
C" otnetJ CINCINNATI 

UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE WO
MEN 1 S Division of the Cincin
nati Committee for Refugees, 
Four Corners, a refugee self
support project, had its in
ception about three years ago. 
It arose out of the need for a 
unified effort to aid those 
women newly arrived in this 
country who had some skill at 
needlework, and who were at
tempting to market the prod
ucts of this skill. From ten 
refugee ~eedleworkers, a small 
group of volunteers, and an 
initial sale in a private 
home, Four Corners has grown 
into a business of respectable 
size. Between 20 and 40 women 
are now employed at various 
times. During the year ending 
last June, its receipts to
taled about $9,500, of which 
about $5,000 was paid to the 
workers. Last October, at the 
beginning of another fiscal 
year, an annual two-day Autumn 
Sale brought in a total of al
most $2 ,700. 

Four Corners is now operated 
by a Volunteer Committee of 65 

--
members. It has a permanent 
salesroom in the building used 
by the Bake Shop -- a project 
of the United Jewish Social A
gencies. It has the use of 
several large rooms for stor
age and work space at the Jew
ish Hospital. The members of 
the Production Committee, a 
division of the Volunteer Com
mittee, meet with the workers 
once a week. Materials are 
brought by the committee, and 
the refugee women are in
structed in the manufacture of 
the desired item. Pay for the 
workers, calculated on a stand
ard basis for similar work, is 
made at regular intervals whe
ther or not their pro.ducts 
have been soltl. 

Four Corners has become an ac
cepted part of the Jewish com
munity organization of Cincin
nati. It has won recogp.ition 
of its importance not only in 
aiding refugees toward finan
cial independence, but also in 
the vital work or keeping up 
their morale. 

Mrs . Julian G. Schwab 

--
~ 

A FINE EXAMPLE OF RETRAINING REF- ~ 
UGEES by building up their morale 
and enabling them t o be independ-
ent is Buy-Ways , a St . Louis 
project . Buy-Ways was organized 
in 1939 to train refugee women in 

• sewing, handicrafts and cooking. 
At its first meeting, about 30 
women attended; and it was dis
covered that practically all of 
them were untrained. The Commit
tee (all volunteers) went into 
the homes of the workers, study
ing their needs, discovering 
their abilities, and helping them 
in every way to utilize their 
talents . 

On a donation of $500 from the 
Welfare Fund, materials were 
brought and after several montns, 
the first display of work was 
held at a private home. In Octo
ber 1939, a display room was 
opened and a year later a regular 
shop was established in the West 
End shopping district. Some of 

Americans In The 

Refugees attending an Americanization 
Peoria, Illinois. The project is carr 
ment in conjunction with the Peoria Je 

Press Calls For Use 
LEADING NEWSPAPERS THROUGHOUT 
the country are urging that 
emigre physicians be used in 
areas faced with a shortage of 
doctors. The shortage has been 
aggravated in recent months by 
the calling up of medical men 
for service in the armed 
forces . 

•• 
Of Emigre Physicians 

In a signed editorial headed, 
"Refugee Physicians Could Aid 
in U. S. Doctor Shortage," the 
Philadelphia "Bulletin" on 
Jan. 22 praised the report of 
the National Committee for the 
Resettlement of Foreign Physi
cians, an affiliate of the Na
tional Refugee Service, which 
stressed the acute need of the 
United States for more physi
cians, especially in rural 
areas. 
In recent weeks the New York 
"Times" and the Boston "Herald" 
strongly urged that the U. S . 
make use of emigre physicians. 

Two refugee doctors who were placed by the National Committee 
as internes in an American hospital. 

Boston 

"Herald" 

1-25-42 

Below are editorials from the New York "Times" and the Boston 
"Herald" which agree with the Committee's report on the use 
of refugee doctors. 

p;;,~:.n~J) 
L. Edsall of the Harvard Medical School , 
published originally In the Journal of the 
American Medical Association and now re
produced 1n a pamphlet, wlll bring comfort 1 
to those whu have worr1ea abouo ,he 
"iuvasion" o! emigre doctors. Relatively 
few have come, and they have done extra
ordlnarlly well, fuijy justifying the hope of 
!.Jr. Edsall and his distinguished group. They I 
have made substantial contributions al
ready to medical and surgical science. They 
have become first-class Americans. They · 
are respected and valued members of their 
communities. They have not displaced the 
native-born. They Include men and women, 
Catholics, Protestants and Jews, from whom 
we may reasonably expect further service 
to the American way of ll!e. 

They should be especially welcome here 
1n New England, I! only because of the de
cline in the number of doctors during the 

I 
last twenty-five years. The ratio of physi
cians to the population has decreased 37 
per cent. 1n Maine, 19 In New Hampshire, 36 
In Vermoat, 2 In Massachusetts and 8 1n 
Rhode !.!land. The percentage has gone up l 
In Connecticut, perhaps because that had 
been the most under-doctored of the six 
states. 

I 

The so-called ass!mllab!Uty of these 
refugees ls remarkable. Tht Edsall com- ~ 
mittee tells of their sklll and their social 
adjustmen~s . On the basis of experience 
with 1200-1500 such doctors over a period l 
of two years and a ha!! the committee says 
that "no serious complaints or maladjust
ments have occurred among 95 to 98 per 
cent. or such placements." 

Strangely enough, according to the com
mittee, "asslmllatlon Is nearest complete In 
the vlllages, less so in the towns and less sc l 
In the cities.'' May we Infer from these 
meagre .Premises that our rural friends are 
more hospitable, broader-minded and more 
thoroughly devoted to old-fashioned Amer- ) 
lcanism than. city folks? \ 
~......._...., r 

New York "Times" 1-31-42 
.......... ~------...,,-~--....... ~.....-'"-~~~""'-... ...... ..__~----..... __,..~ 

l 
~omm1:;si~~ in the medical corps if he J 

THE EMIGRE PHYSICIAN is not a c1t1zen, but drafts him as a pri-
Since 1933, the fatal year of Hitler's vate if he is of the right agp and 

ascent to dictatorship, some .5,600 :vhy· pbvsically sound. 'Norse still-wol'se 
sicians have tied to this country from because of its binding effect on many 
persecution abroad. Now that the hospitals- is what the report cans "the ~ 
armed forces are draining the universl· deplorable effort in some county med· 
ties, hospitals and private offices of the ical societies to deny membership to 
younger doctors, we need these men. Yet foreign physicians who are licensed." 
from their first appearance obstacles The National Committee infers that 
have been put in their way, especially tn "the only reason behind such rulings 
rural communities where there have must be fear of competition and rank 
never been physicians enough. The prejudice." 
plight ot these exiles has been consid- It is estimated that at lea!\t fifteen 
ered in a report issued after two and a hundred fnedical emigr~s have not yet 
half years of investigation by the Na- been placed. The States should relax. 
tional Committee for Resettlement or their rules so that they may practice 
Foreign Physicians . This report ts dis- in rural communities. Tests of ..:om
tlnguished by a fine objectivity and a Petence should be reaRonable and uni
firm grasp on a situation. form, with the possess'ion of first 

Because of the economic problems papers one of them. Whether intern
presented by the emtgre physician ships must be served l!ihould be deter
some States make full citizenship a mined in the light of the applicant's 
prerequisite to a licensing examination: past experience. Largely because of 
others exclude him from practice, os- medical hostility in small communities, 
tensibly for lack of information about the foreign physicians have been forced 
the school from which he graduated, to congregate in large cities ( 2,000 in 
though it may have been a fB.mous in- New York alone), where many of them 
stitution in pre-Hitler days; in stjU simply vegetate and hope against hope 
others he must be a graduate of ap- for the dawn of a better da'.?. These 
proved American schools. California unfortunates should be distributed 
goes so far as to refuse a license if the among States in which there has been 
foreign school from which the emtgre a me rked decline of recent years in the 
came has not established reciprocal re- ratio of physicians to population. The 
lations here. New York and a few National Committee's carefully consid
other States have generously and ered report should become the b~sis or 
wisely insisted only on first papers be- a comprehensive program of reform ) 

\fore licensure. The Army lllogk~lly de- which the Federal Government might 
' clines to give tile toreign physician a well in.i.Liate. 

,.~~...._____~ 

3 

Mss 2, The Georgia Farm School and Resettlement Bureau Records, The Cuba Family Archives for Southern Jewish History at The Breman MuseumCuba Family Archives



4 

Migration In 1942 it will take all of the agency's 
skill in migration work to help effect the rescue of 
those who are eligible to come . 

Job Placement An NRS job solicitor visits 
an employer about jobs for refugees. In 1942 
NRS is increasing its emphasis on job place
ments. In 1941 NRS made 6,565 placements. 

Americanization NRS in 1942 must con
tinue to make it possible for refugees to 
lea rn English or to take part in related 
cultura l and educational activities. In 
1941, 29,769 such services were given . 

Wartime Services The NRS in 1942 must continue to 
inform community leaders of vital officia l information 
affecting the sta tus of refugees in wartime. NRS main
tains close contact with Washington authorities. In 
this way the refugee is helped to fulfill his wartime 
obligations . 

Department of 
RECEPTION and INFORMATION 

General Information 
Applica tions for Service 
D1v1 s1on for Social Adjustment 
English Classes 
Recreationa l Opportunities 
Housing Information 
Apa rtments 
Furn 1 shed Rooms 
America on Display 

ROOM 101-110 

Room 100 
Room 100 
Room 101 
Room IOI 
Room IOI 
Room IOI 
Room 101 
Room IOI 
Room IOI 

1N!I .iJl"J"'~=1N 

D':SN.:'11\.:JrN 
"\JI/)':!; - [11)~jJ1N jlN 

Anmeldungs 
und 

Auskunfrs-Abteil u ng 

IOI • • llltl;\l"b 

I(\) \:'')_i,!,. '.\ ·::i~.,, 

FN ;11 '""'~i1~:·"mt i«; 
k.11 .n:1 .. :~ .. ~, 
t01 '21' _·:,:-~y_·1:· .., :1.u.."< ;;~rx· 

KM "':)i:::!" .. ' ""'!t~!t 
IOI -~ j .. ":·:i·-:; ~·::i.,..,;;ri 

l(lj; • ~--=- ... ~ :n.' i1 :.:ii:j';it: 

Zimmer 101 110 

Help To All Refugees of all nationalitiei; and all c ountries a r e 
helped by NRS . In a r ecent survey of 6 , 000 NRS relief cases, one
third German-born, and next in the group Austrian -- including many 
born in Galicia. The rest ca me from almost all the other countries 
of Europe. 

r 

1942 

Capital Loans NRS in 1942 must continue to 
grant refugees small capital loans for the estab
lishment of small business enterprises and farms. 
In 1941, 1,895 loans were granted through central 
loan service . 

Resettlement Though the resettlemen-c progr a m of tne agency i s 
faced with wart ime r estrictions, i t continues with government ap
proval. In 1942 efforts will be made to resettle 2 , 000 individu
a ls. 

Professional Assistance Special commit t ees of 
the NRS in 1942 will continue to aid refugee pro
fessionals whose skills can be utilized in America. 
In 1941, NRS made 1,583 professiona l pla cements. 

Flnanclal Assistance NRS may be fac e d 
with a n inc r e a sed r e lief loa d i n 1942 be 
cause of pri ori t i es depressi on and a n t i
a lien d i scriminat i on . In 1941, NRS relief 
a id aver aged 6 , 6 50 indiv idua l s monthly. 

New Skills Plans are being made by the 
NRS to retrain 1,500 refugees in 1942 . 
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