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THE BOOKS OF THE BOJK 

FOREWORD 

This publication which you are about to read is the unique presentation 

of an outstanding Mason, Cla;i:;ence H. Cohen ot Augustav Georgia. As a member 

of the Education and Historical Commission of the Grand Lodg·e of Georgia, 

he volunteered to compose and submit monthly articles tu the Masonic Mess-

enger, outlining and interpreting the "Books of The Book". 

The articles published in this volume are approximately two years in 

advance of final publication in the "Masonic Messeng·er". 

Tributes and praise have been voiced by t..l-i.e families of over 95, 000 

Masons in Georgia; and Masons in other State jurisdictions. This volume 

should be considered as a real literary gem, dud acclaim given to the deep 

study and research of the Author into tl:.e "Books of The Book". 

The small part I have played in slight editing, and technical arrange-

ments was meant only to emphasize the great work of t..ri.e author. 

Elliott C. Serotta 

May 21,. 1971 

Augusta, Georgia 
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CLARENCE H. COHEN, SR. 

Biography 

Born November 23, 1901, New York city, oldest child of Adeline Levy 
Cohen of Augusta, Georgia, and Isaac Harris Cohen of Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

Educated in public school of Richmond County and graduatea at 
Apademy of Richmond County , Augusta, Georgia; and at the University of 
Georgia. 

He is married to the former Rhode Green of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
They have two married children, Clarence, Jr. of Ric5field, North Carolina 
and a daughter Betty - Mrs. Hilman Kleeman of Nashville, Tennessee. 

He is a FOURTH Generation member of Congregation Children or :rsrael 
(Founded 1846) and has served as a TRUSTEE for many years. 

He has served in various military posts in the United States and over
seas. He retired in February, 1946 with the rank of COLONEL. For many 
years, he has served as Treasurer of the Augusta u.s.o. and on its Board. 
He is also a member of the American Legion V. F.W. and D. A.V. 

He has a Distinguished record in Masonic endeavors. He was raised 
to the Sublime Degree of Mast~r Mason in We.b.bs Lodge #166, F. and A.M., 
Augusta in 1925. Serving in various officers' chairs in the Lodge, he 
served as Worshipful Master in 1932. He is a member of the Scottish Rite 
Bodies of Augusta. In 1951 he was coroneted as a 33° Honorary member; 
and has served as Almoner and Class Director for a number of years; also 
on the Executive Corrunittee. 

He is a member of the York Rite Bodies, including Past High Priest, 
Augusta Chapter #2, Royal Arch Masong, Past Illustrious Master Adoniram 
Council #1, Augusta and a member of Georgia Commandery #1, Knights Templars. 
He is a Past Thrice Illustrious Master, Silver Trowel of Georgia. He is al~o 
a member Committee of 33, National Sojourner~. 

In October, 1961, he was elected Most worshipful Grand Master of The 
Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of Georgia . On the Grand Lodge Level he is 
a Past Grand Lecturer, Past Trustee Masonic Home of Georgia, a member of 
the Educational and Historical Commission, Grand Orator and Chairman of the 
Grand Lodge of Georgia Masonic Home Fund Endowment campaign. 

He has served for twenty-five years as Trustee of Masonic Hall of 
Augusta and is a past chairman of that group. He is now a member of the 
Finance Conunittee and the Library - Museum Committee. 

He has contributed a number of Articles to the Masonic Messenger, 
including the ones on "The Books of The Book" . 
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He is a member of Elizabeth Chapter #43, Order of Eastern Star and 
Unity Court #21, Order of the Amaranth of Augusta, Georgia. 

He is a recipient of the Legion of Honor - Order of DeMolay. 

In 1963, he was singularly honored by the Grand Lodge of Germany, 
for services performed on behalf of German Free Masons. Probably, he is 
the only Jewish Mason in modern times to receive this honor. The Gramd 
Lodge of Germany bestowed upon hfurn the HONOR DECORATION of the United 
Grand Lodge of Germany. 

Jews and Non-Jews, Masons and Non-Masons have acclaimed him for out
standing Character and Personality and Integrity. 

ii 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BOOK 

GENESIS 

The first five 'books of the Old Testame~t are called the "Pentateuch" or 
the written law. Pentateuch comes from the Greek penta meaning "five" and 
teuch meaning "roll" or ""cook". 

Genesis means "beginning" or "origin" . This book is thus named not 
because it is the first in the Bible ar.d hence has the earliest stories; 
rather, it is because it answers such essential questions as: How did the 
world begin? How was man created? Why did God create mar. and give him 
"dominion over all the earth"? wny did God choose the people of Israel as 
His people? 

Israel was not chosen for her power in numbers nor for her righteousness 
as a nation, but because of God's love and promise to the Patriarchs. The 
people of Israel were not to consider this a privilege, but rather an obliga
tion. 

Historians feel certain this book was written by Moses, but at what time 
is uncertain. Many suppose it was composed while Moses kept the flocks of 
Jethro, his father-in-law, in the wilderness of Midian. Other critics are of 
the opinion Moses wrote Genesis after the departure of the Israelites from 
Egypt and the receiving of the law on Mount Sinai. This Book gives no account 
of how the world was created; but does give a history of the preparation of the 
earth for the reception of man on its surface. 

In Genesis I:l we read: "In the beginning God created the heavens and 
earth." The great controversy that exists tcday is what is meant by the be
ginning. It may have been eons before Adam was created. Maybe, the most 
important statement in the Bible is verse 2 of Chapter l: •. and God said: "let 
there be light". Without this willing of God, man would have no intellect. 
He would have only an animal existence. 

Genesis contains accounts of the original innocence and fall of man; the 
propagation of mankind; the rise of religion; the general defection and cor
ruption of the world; the deluge; the restoration of the world; the division 
and peopling of the earth . The call of Abraham, and the Divine Covenant with 
him; together with a history of the first Patrian::hs, and the death of Joseph. 

The key word in Genesis is "promise". This is primarily the record of how 
God led his chosen people in ways of righteousness . CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES



EXODUS 

Exodus is the second book of the Pentateuch. The word Exodus in Greek 
means "departure", the "going out" of the Hebrew people who for more than four 
hundred years were sojourners and slaves in Egypt. The bitter oppression of 
the Hebrew race by the Egyptians and their dramatic release under the leader
ship of Moses, is the central theme of Exodus. 

That Moses was the author of this book there can be no doubt 1 as it is a 
history of matters of fact; it was doubtless written after the giving of the law 
on Mount Sinai and the erecting of the tabernacle o 

The Book of Exodus records the cruel persecution of the Israelites in 
Egypt; the birth, exposure and preservation of Moses; his subsequent flight 
into Midian; his call and mission to Pharaoh; the miracles performed by him 
and his brother Aaron; the institution of the Passover; the passage across the 
Red Sea and the destruction of the Egyptian army; the Journeyings of the Israel
ites in the desert; their idolatry and murm~rings against God; the Promulgation 
of the law from Mount Sinai, and the erection of the tabernacle. 

One of the greatest utterances of all times is the cry of Moses to Pharaoh, 
"Let my people go" (5:1). How many times has the cry been uttered since? 

Every one who is reading this should turn to his Bible and read Exodus 20: 
1-17.. In the Decalogue are expressed the moral and religious teachings which 
governed the people of Israel " The meaning of the Covenant is given in 19: 1-6. 

As the center for their worship of God, the Tabernacle played a large part 
in the life of the Israelites. It is the model for the sanctuary part of King 
Solomon's Temple, upon which the symbols and allegories of speculative Masonry 
are fashioned. 

LEVITICUS 

Leviticus is the third Book of the five Books of Moses and most authorities 
attribute its authorship to him. 

It is probably a strange book for these modern days, for it is largely de
voted to detached rules about sacrifice. It contains detailed instructions 
concerning worship in the Tabernacle. It could be called a reference, or law. 
book, for the priests and Levites. These rules grew out of ceremonies current 
in Egypt and the countries that the Israelites came in contact with in their 
wanderings. It was common practice among the idol worshipers to offer food and 
drink to their deities to appease them. Here an attempt is made to change the 
pagan practices and by ritualistic observances and sacrifice to win God's for
giveness. 

The book is divided into five main parts. Chapters 1 to 7 contain the laws 
for different kinds of sacrifice. There was some improvement in the Hebrew Code 
over other primitive practice in that no image was allowed and the sacrifice was 
made to one unseen God. 

In chapters 8 to 10 the requirements for worship on the part of both priests 
and people are stated. The word "Holiness" is used more than eighty times in 
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reference to the Tabernacle, its furnishings, the offerings, the priests and 
the people. Leviticus describes the ceremonial offerings and moral holiness 
as that which separates man from sinful and the common use of those things 
dedicated to God. 

Chapters 11 to 22 are devoted to ritual and regulations concerning sex, 
childbirth, foods, disease, and the care of those who die. The term "unclean" 
as used in Leviticus refers to any departure from prescribed practice. The 
word "kosher" you hear so much of today merely means clean, or in accordance 
with prescribed practice. Morality is based on holiness. "You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself." (19:18) 

Chapters 23 to 26 considers the times for worship. The key to this is in 
the number seven, which denotes perfection or completeness. The Sabbath was 
the seventh day of the week . The feast of Passover was used as the date to 
determine other great feasts of the year. The Feast of Weeks was observed 
seven weeks after Passover. The Feast of Trumpeters was observed seven months 
later. After seven years the Sabbatical year was observed and after "seven 
weeks of years" the year of Jubilees. At these stated times, pledges of loyalty 
were made to God in order to receive God's promise and blessing. 

Chapters 24 to 27 contain statements concerning the value of tithes, their 
payment with money, warnings against breaking the covenant vows, and the re
wards attendant upon strict observance of "The Holiness Code" . 

NUMBERS 

This is the fourth of the "Five Books of Moses". The Book of Numbers con
tains a history of the Israelites from the beginning of the second month of the 
second year after their departure from Egypt to the beginning of the eleventh 
month of the fortieth year of their journeyings; that is a period of thirty 
eight years and about nine months . 

It is called Numbers because it contains an account of the enumerating of 
the people, or a census. The first four chapters of the Book are devoted to it. 
A second numbering was taken some thirty-eight years later at the conclusion of 
their wanderings . 

The name of the Book also means "In the Wilderness". It is the sad story 
of a people able to get out of Egypt in a few days .but never able to completely 
get Egypt out of their lives for many years. It took nearly forty years of 
wandering in the "Wilderness" before they finally threw off the yoke of bondage 
fastened on their minds and spirits by four hundred years of slavery in Egypt 
and were able to become self-reliant as a people. It takes time to train a 
people to keep the Covenant. We should .bear this in mind today when the emerg
ing nations are throwing off the yoke of a slavery. To free them without first 
preparing them only leads to slaughter. Our modern reformers should study the 
"Book of Numbers". 

It also records the rituals, laws and regulations of the people. It is a 
dark record of the struggles of the Israelites who only through trial, error 
and hardships attained spiritual growth and learned to trust in a God of mercy 
and compassion. 
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Numbers is best understood if divided into three parts. Chapters 1-10:10 
tell of the preparation for the sojourn in the "Wilderness". 

Chapters 10:11 to 18:21 relate the events that take place as the Israelites 
move to the borders of Canaan, the discontent in the Wilderness, the subsistence 
or manna and the complaints of the people, Also described is the penalty for 
gluttony and rebellion. Twelve scouts were sent to spy out the land of Promise. 
Only two reported favorably and insisted that with faith in God, victory was 
assured. The people agreed with the other ten and because of a lack of faith 
in God they were required to return to the wilderness and wander for many more 
years. 

Chapters 20 to 36 are an account of the last year of wilderness living and 
the taking of the second Census. Also recorded in this section is the famous 
story of Balaam. Chapter 20 records the death of Aaron. 

The book closes with instructions concerning the division of the land of 
Canaan, (in the Old Testament this was the name for the land between the Jordan 
and the Mediterranean, and from Egypt to Syria) the appointment of Joshua as 
Moses' successor and the designation of six cities as "Cities of refuge". 

One of the best known and most widely used blessings is found in Numbers 
6:24-26. Why not read it? 

DEUTERONOMY 

This is the fifth and final of the Books of Moses . 

Deuteronomy signifies the "Second Law" or the "Law Repeated" a r.d is so 
called because it contains a repetition of the law of God given by Moses to the 
Israelites. It appears that Moses wrote this book in the plains of Moab, a 
short time before his death. Knowing that the end was approaching, he having 
reached the age of one hundred and twenty years, he deemed it necessary to 
repeat and re-emphasize the ruling ideas and principles of the law, and to in
dicate that their observance by the Hebrews was an absolute necessity if they 
were to be adequately prepared to enter the Land of Promise. 

This Book consists of thirty-four chapters. The words of Moses appear to 
conclude with the thirty-third chapter, the thirty-fourth was added to complete 
the story and this last chapter may have been written by Joshua. Some writers 
think it is possible that the last four chapters may have been written by Samuel 
or Ezra. 

Some writers divide this book into three main parts, some four . In the 
first, Chapters 1-4, the goodness of God to the people of Israel and the whole
hearted loyalty of Israel to God is eloquently set forth. Obedience is the 
requirement needed to secure God's continued favor . Chapters 5 to 26 present 
a detailed review of the law with especial attention given to the importance of 
the Ten Commandments. The emphasis is on Justice and righteousness as it applies 
to both the private and collective life of the people of Israel . Chapters 29 to 
30 stress the importance of the Covenant and the readiness of God to bless or 
curse those who obey or disobey his laws. Choice is a perilous gift . It is this 
choice that lifts man above the animal world . Chapters 31 to 34 contain the 
personal history of Moses until his death. 
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Deuteronomy is marked with majestic language and lofty spiritual quality 
which comes from an exalted concept of God. The demand is to love God "with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might". This is the 
"SHEMA" the great watch word of Israel. This great watch word is given in 
Chapter six. It would do everyone good to read this chapter again. 

The primary teaching of Deuteronomy is that of absolute loyalty to God. 
"There is no other besides him" (4:35). This book stresses the concern of God 
for his people and the need for their response to Hirn in obedience and love. 
This idea is more lofty than that stated in any of the preceding books. 

The .book of Deuteronomy with its preceding four books make up the "Torah" 
or written law. It is hand printed on a scroll and is completely read in its 
entirety with in a space of one year. 

The founder of Christianity when asked what to him was the most important 
Commandment replied: "Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord; and ye 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your might" (Mark 12:29-30). 

The Book of the Law, long lost, now found Holiness unto the Lord. 

JOSHUA 

The Book of Joshua, in the Old Testament, follows the Pentateuch (The Five 
Books of Moses) and is so called because it narrates the achievements of Joshua, 
the son of Nun, who had .been the minister of Moses, and succeeded him in command 
of the children of Israel. 

The greater number of Biblical scholars believe this Book is the work of 
Joshua. It would seem from the vivid and detailed description of events taking 
place that it was written by one who was a witness to the events and the book 
is the work of an eminent individual. As a narrative of God's faithfulness in 
giving the Israelites possession of the promised land, this history is most val
uable in the light of happenings in Israel in the last twenty five years. For 
those interested, I would call your attention to Chapter 1 verse 6. I believe 
we would be safe in saying the Book of Joshua bears the same character as a 
sequel to the Pentateuch, that the acts of the Apostles do to the Gospels . 

The Book of Joshua comprises a history of about twenty years. This book 
relates the history of Israel under the command and government of Joshua, the 
conquest of Canaan, and its final division among the Israelites. 

The design of this Book is to demonstrate the faithfulness of God in the 
accomplishment of all his promises to the patriarchs Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and 
Moses, that the children of Israel should obtain possession of the land of 
Canaan. This is well summarized in Chapter 24, the last chapter in the Book of 
Joshua. 

JUDGES 

Judges is the title given to the seventh .book of the Old Testament. It 
contains the history of those non-regal rulers who governed the Hebrews from 
the time of Joshua to that of Eli, and whose functions in time of peace con
sisted chiefly in the administration of justice, though they often led the people 
in their wars against their enemies. 

-5-

CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES



The time of this Book is set about 1250 B.C. The period of the Judges 
ruling in Israel was about 410 years. It seems that many of the peoples and 
the same land is being fought over today. 

During this period, Israel had no national leader such as Moses or Joshua. 
Every tribe fended for itself. The exploits of these Judges makes ir.teresting 
reading. The Book of Judges is mainly the recital of heroic deeds of these 
judges; especially Gideon, Jephthah and Samson. They were the product of the 
rough and primitive time in which they lived. One of the greatest Judges was 
a woman by the name of Deborah. Her War Song is one of the best knowr pieces 
of literature of the Old Testament. (See Chapter 5) The Story of J ephthah 
is probably the most heartbreaking in the Old Testament. It certainly should 
teach us not to make rash statements. The story of Samson is well known to 
every Sunday School boy, who has imagined that some day he would grow up to be 
as strong and mighty as Samson. Gideon was probably one of the worlds shrewdest 
military tacticians. Chapters 7 and 8 tell of his mighty exploits . I wonder if 
the North Koreans might not have studied Gideon's technique! 

The stories in Judges are, on the whole, quite independent of one another 
and are based in a large measure on fragments of tribal tradition and scattered 
bits of both folklore and history. 

Judges can be divided into three parts. The first part embraces the history 
of the Elders, who ruled the Israelites after the death of Joshua . The second 
part contains the history of the Judges from the Othneil to Eli; and the third 
section narrates several memorable actions performed not long after the death of 
Joshua. I assume this is placed at the end of the Book, so that it might not 
interrupt the thread of the narrative. 

This Book testifies to the faithfulness of God in raising up leaders for 
his people who would guide them from pagan worship to fidelity to him . Sin, 
when the tribes forgot God, inevitably brought disaster. Yet God was not vin
dicitive for he heard their cry in a time of need and raised a deliverer . 

The 25'th verse of the 21st Chapter of Judges reads as follows: "In those 
days, there was no king in Israel: every man did THAT WHICH WAS right in his 
own eyes." This appears to be apropos of conditions that exist in our beloved 
Country today. We are without a "king". From what is happening in our streets 
and on our college campuses "every man is doing that which is RIGHT IN HIS OWN 
EYES". 

RUTH 

The Book of Ruth is generally considered as an appendix to that of Judges, 
and as an introduction to that of Samuel. The book derives its name from Ruth 
the Moabitess, whose history it relates . It is one of the most beloved books 
in all literature . It is a short Book and can be read in a few minutes. 

The story begins with Elimelech and Naomi and their two sons leaving 
Bethlehem and going to live in the land of Moab . After a short time Elimelech 
dies. The sons marry women of Moab; one is named Orpah and the other Ruth. 
After about ten years both sons die and Naomi makes plans to return to Bethlehem. 
She entreats her daughters-in-law to stay among their own people. It is here we 
find one of the most famous quotations from the Old Testament: "Entreat me not 
to leave you, or to return from following you; for where you go I will go; and 
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where you lodge I will lodge, your people shall be my people, and your God my 

God." (1:16) 

After Naomi and Ruth return to Bethlehem the land of Ruth's family is 
purchased by Boaz, a relative of her father-in-law. Boaz marries Ruth and they 
have a son that they name Obed. Obed became the father of Jesse who became the 
father of David. You will recall that in the New Testament the genealogy of 
Jesus is traced back to Jesse. 

Ruth is an appealing love story with a background of the traditions and 
customs of that time. This story also points up the truth that the only real 
"aristocracy in the sight of God is the aristocracy of worth, which is founded 
on devotion and loyalty to a special way of life under God." 

THE FIRST BOOK OF SAMUEL 

In Jewish Scripture, the two books of Samuel form but one, termed in Hebrew 
the Book of Samuel. In the Septuagint Version, they are called the First and 
Second Books of Kings or of the Kingdoms. In the Vulgate, they are designated 
as the First and Second Books of Kings, and by Jerome they are termed the Books 
of the Kingdoms, as being two of the four books in which the history of the kings 
of Judah and Israel are related. 

The opinion of the Talmudist is that the first twenty-four chapters of 
the First Book of Samuel were written by the prophet whose name they bear, and 
that the remainder of the book, together with the whole of the Second Book, was 
written by the prophets Gad and Nathan. 

The First Book of Samuel contains the history of the Synagogue, from the 
birth of Samuel, during the Judgeship of Eli, to the death of Saul, the first 
king of Israel - a period of about eighty years. 

Samuel, like Moses, was a prophet and a political leader. He was strong 
enough to unite the whole nation. He was important in Israels history primarily 
as a transitional figure. It was he who annointed Israels first king - Saul . 
After chapter eight, the remainder of the Book tells the story of Saul's reign 
over Israel. Saul's jealousy of David, is described in the last fourteen 
chapters. 

In Chapter 28, we find Saul demented and the story of his consultation with 
the witch of Endor should be read in the light of legend rather than history. 
The three main characters in the First Book of Samuel are: Samuel, the king
maker (1-12); Saul, Israel's first king (13-31); and David the noble ruler (1-16). 
These great men are portrayed as the spokesmen of God. 

As in the days of Samuel the multitude still cry: "Give us a King." Let 
them read First Samuel well. People who refuse to think for themselves and 
surrender their rights to some rulers lose their freedom . We of today should 
remember that those who were willing to sacrifice "their lives, their fortunes 
and their sacred honor" were willing to fight for God and Country. 
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THE SECOND BOOK OF SAMUEL 

In some Bibles, this book is sometimes called the Second Book of Kings. 
It consists of twenty-four chapters. It contains the history of David the 
second king of Israel, during a period of about forty years. This book con
sists of three principal divisions, relating the troubles and triumphs of 
David, and his transactions subsequent to his recovery of the throne, whence 
he was driven for a short time by the rebellion of his son Absalom. 

This book, without pulling any punches, describes the misconduct of 
those characters who were highly revered among the people. The Books of Samuel 
connect the chain of sacred history by detailing the circumstances of an inter
esting period. In the falls of David, we behold the strength and prevalence 
of human corruption, and in his repentance and recovery the extent and efficacy 
of Divine grace. 

In the first four chapters we have an account of David's rule over the 
single tribe of Judah, and chapters five to ten describe his reign over the 
twelve tribes of Israel. This reign over all Israel was the beginning of a 
national life. This was accompanied by the cap~ure of the city of Jerusalem, 
the establishment of the national capital there, and the moving of the Ark of 
the Covenant to that city, making it the national center of worship for the 
Jewish people. 

Chapters eleven and twelve are about the sins of David and his condemna
tion by the prophet Nathan. 

Chapters thirteen through 
death of Absalom, David's son. 
(18: 33) ' 

nineteen tell of the disloyalty, rebellion and 
How well known is the father's cry of anguish 

The closing chapters (20-24) contain David's Song of Deliverance, the 
numbering of the people, an account of their vain glory, the resulting punish
ment, the obtaining of the land upon which the temple was finally built and 
the recognition that God is King. 

I believe that David would feel at home, if he were alive today and saw 
so many other parents who have been failures. He was very indulgent to his off
springs. They fought among themselves, causing David great grief. The most 
serious consequence of his method of child raising was when his son Absalom rose 
in revolt against him and tried to siege his throne. Absalom was pretty much 
of a modern "hippie". He wore his hair very long and only cut it once a year 
(2nd Samuel 14:26); whether this made him mean or he was JUSt a spoiled brat, I 
do not know. However, it was his hair that was his downfall. (Read Chapter 17). 
Maybe the hair of t'.odays hippies will become entangled in the oaks of public 
indignation. If cleanliness is next to godliness, this generation of malcontents 
is right when they say God is dead for them. 

No matter what David's faults were, he sincerely loved God. That he gave 
us the Psalms should make us forgiving of him. Do you know of anything that has 
given people any more comfort than the twenty-third Psalm? 
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FIRST KINGS 

In the ancient copies of the Hebrew Bible, the Books of Kings constitute 
one book. various titles have been given them in the Septuagint and in the 
Vulgate they are called the Third and Fourth Books of Kings. 

The two books of Kings are closely connected to those of Samuel. The 
origin and gradual increase of the United Kingdom of Israel under Saul and his 
successor David, were described in our article last month. The books of Kings 
tell of the height of glory under Solomon, the division of Israel into two 
kingdoms under his son and successor Rehobaam, the causes of that division, 
and the consequent decline of the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah until their 
final subversion, the ten tribes being carried captive into Assyria, and Judah 
and Benjamin to Babylon. 

The First Book of Kings embraces a period of one hundred and twenty-six 
years, from the annointing of Solomon to the death of Jehoshaphat. It also 
relates the latter part of David's life, his death, and the accession of Solomon. 
It tells of Solomon's erection and conscration of the temple at Jerusalem, his 
defections from true religion, the decay 0£ the Jewish Nation after his death. 

There are twenty-two chapters in the First Book of Kings, David's admon
ition to Solomon was: "Be strong, and show yourself a man." This he did in 
the first part of his reign. In his later years he was spoiled by too much 
wealth. In this we see the decline of a man. 

Solomon was charged by David his father to build the Temple (read chapters 
5 and 6 of First Kings). It took seven years to build the Temple and about 
180,000 men were employed. 

This should have satisfied any man, but Solomon, like many men, began to 
get intoxicated with power. He now set about to build a palace for himself; 
and acquired a large assortment of wives. He took thirteen more years for this 
and impoverished the people. He also impoverished himself spiritually (l Kings, 
Chapter 11) • 

In spite of all this, his fame as a wise man spread far and wide. His 
decision on the child claimed by two women is still a classic example of wisdom 
(First Kings 3: 16-27). 

After Solomon began the fall of the Hebrew empire. For the next two 
hundred years Israel and Judah existed as separate countries. 

The 17th, 18th and 19th Chapters of this book make very interesting read
ing. It is the story of one of the Bible's strongest characters - the prophet 
Elijah - and of a woman whose name has become synonymous with a wicked woman. 
Our Puritan forebears had the notion that a "painted woman" was automatically 
wanton. Jezebel, like all Phonecian noblewomen, used cosmetics. It's a good 
thing our thinking today has become modified. 

The great lesson this Book attempts to tell is that the wages of sin are 
death. 
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SECOND KINGS 

The Second Book of Kings (sometimes called the Fourth Book of Kings) con
tains the contempory history of the two kingdoms of Israel and Judah, from the 
death of Jehoshaphat, to the destruction of the city and Temple of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar, a period of three hundred years. 

The history of the two kingdoms is interwoven in this book, and presents 
a long succession of wicked kings in the kingdom of Israel from Ahaziah to 
Hoshea, in whose reign Samaria was captured by the Assyrians, and the ten tribes 
were taken captive into that country. 

The kingdom of Judah fared a little better. There were a few pious kings 
among the many that were corrupt. Sixteen kings filled the throne from Jehbram 
to Zedekiah. Under Zedekiah the kingdom of Judah was subverted, Jerusalem and 
the Temple sacked, and the people carried to Babylon for their seventy years of 
captivity. 

parts: 
This Book consists of twenty-five chapters which may be divided into two 

1. The history of the two monarchies until the end of the kingdom 
of Israel. 

2. The history of Judah alone until its subversion. This second 
book abounds with impressive and lively narrations. Its stories 
are so blood thirsty that they could hardly be presented on 
television without considerable censorship. Nevertheless, I believe 
they are a true account of conditions as they existed in that day. 

The memorable events of this book are the acts of Elijah and Elisha. 
Elijah was a fearless man and did not hesitate to call down the mightiest of 
kings. His condemnation of Ahab's crime against Naboth is similiar to Nathan's 
condemnation of David. 

In Chapter 2, verse 11, we have one of the great miracles of the Bible. 
Elijah's ascent to heaven! Like Enoch, he was translated (achieved immortality 
in the flesh) . 

In second Kings 5: 1-19 is the story of Naama~ commander of the army of 
the King of Syria. "He was a mighty man of Valor - but he was a leper." 

We see this so much today when some of our leaders in the world seem to 
be great - But they are lepers. Like Naaman they think they can buy a cure with 
worldly goods. They refuse to listen to the Elishas and bathe in the pure waters 
of sincerety. Political "expediency" seems to be their only God. 

FIRST CHRONICLES 

First and Second Chronicles originally formed one book. It has been said 
that First and Second Chronicles, Ezra and Nehemiah were originally one book. 
In this series we will consider each book separately, as they are contained in 
our modern day Bibles. The Chronicles have little additional information about 
the Kings of Israel and Judah that we have not already discussed, in our pre
vious articles on First and Second Samuel and First and Second Kings. 
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After the first nine chapters of First Chronicles, the remainder of the 
material in both books is almost identical with what is recorded in Second 
Samuel and First and Second Kings. The genealogies are recorded at the opening 
of E.iJ::.st Chronicles. ~nese were of great importance to the Jews as they enabled 
them to trace their royal lines, but after the first nine chapters no new mat
erial is introduced. 

There are thirty chapters in First Chronicles. Chapter one begins with 
Adam and chapter thirty ends with the death of David. 

The Jews called the books: "The Words of Days" or "Annals" no doubt from 
the circumstances of their being compiled out of diaries or annals in which 
were recorded the various events related in these books. The name of Chronicles 
was given to these books by Jerome, because they contained an abstract, in order 
of time, of the whole of sacred history to the time when they were written. 

These books were evidently compiled from others, which were written at 
different times, some before and others after the Babylonian captivity. It 
seems reasonably certain that the Books of Chronicles are not the original re
cords or memorials of the transactions of the sovereigns of Israel and Judah, 
which are so often referred to in the Books of Kings. These ancient registers 
were much more comprehensive than the Books of Chronicles, which Contain ample 
extracts from original documents, to which these frequently refer. 

We are not sure as to the author of the Books of Chronicles. Some believe 
he was the same who wrote the Books of Kings. There are some differences in the 
dates, narratives, genealogies, and proper names that appear to contradict this. 
Some Hebrew literature assigns the Chronicles to Ezra, who they say composed them 
after the return from the captivity. Some writers feel that there are various 
marks, about these books, which prove conclusively that Ezra did not write them. 

The principal scope of these books is to exhibit wit_h accuracy, the gene
alogies, the rank, functions and the order of the Priests and Levites 1 that after 
their captivity they might more easily assume their proper ranks and re-enter on 
their ministry. The books are also an abridgement of all the sacred history, but 
more especially from the origin of the Jewish nation to their return from the 
first captivity. The First Book traces the rise and propagation of the people of 
Israel from Adam and afterward gives a circumstantial account of the reign and 
transaction of David. 

SECOND CHRONICLES 

Second Chronicles is a continuation of the First Book of Chronicles. Our 
narrative continues and relates the progress and dissolution, of the kingdom of 
Judah to the return of the Jews from Babylonian captivity. There are thirty
six chapters in this book. 

This Second Book of Chronicles, portrays minutely, King Solomon's prepara
tions for building his great Temple at Jerusalem. The symbolism of how to build 
a "house eternal in the heavens" is contained herein if the reader would but 
open his eyes and see. I believe the only portion of King Solomon's life, given 
in detail, are those connected with the erection and dedication of that magni
ficent sanctuary, which formed the most glorious epoch of his reign. 
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Solomon asked for wisdom, but he became so engrossed in getting wealth for 
building his kingdom that he left a terrible burden on his people. His son who 
succeeded him had had a bad example set for him. He had seen too much wealth. 
In Chronicles 10:14 he says "my father chastised you with whips, but I will 
chastise you with scorpions." He harkened not unto the people. If the rulers 
in the Communist countries were smart they would read this chapter and learn. 
(They won't because they do not read this Book and above all they will not allow 
their people to.) 

There were two kingdoms in Israel. The Northern called Israel composed ten 
tribes and the Southern called Judah. 

To follow the complicated histories of these two kingdoms would occupy too 
much space. They each became captives of powerful neighbors, the prophets say, 
because they forgot God. 

Israel met its fate two centuries before Judah. They were conquered by 
the Assyrians. They were scattered among various parts of the Assyrian Empire1 
were quickly absorbed and in a few years lost their identity as Israelites; and 
left hardly a trace behind them. Some think this may account for the legend of 
the "lost tribes". 

The Kings of Judah were far more stable and continued for nearly two cen
turies longer. The downfall of Judah came in 597 B.C. at the hands of Nebucha
dnezzar, king of Babylon. 

Thus began the prophecy of the seventy years of captivity. Here the Jews 
learned the science of trading, astronomy and mathematics. Many changes occur~ed 
but they still yearned for the day they could return and rebuild their Temple. 
The captivity will be discussed in later articles. 

The Second Book of Chronicles ends with the statement by Cyrus King of 
Persia: "Who is there among you of all his people?" Can you answer this question? 

EZRA 

The Book of Ezra is a comparatively short book consisting of only ten 
chapters. Ezra is often referred to as "The Scribe". 

The first and second verses of the Book of Ezra are almost identical with 
the last two verses of the second Book of Chronicles. This has led to the opinion 
that the Book of Ezra and the Book of Nehemiah were part of Chronicles and later 
broken off. 

The Book of Ezra tells of the start of the liberation of the captives by 
a decree of Cyrus, King of Persia about the year 538 B.C. 

The first six chapters gives an account of the first group to return to 
Jerusalem under the leadership of zerubbabel, the political leader, and Joshua 
the high priest. They suffered almost twenty years of hardships. Most of their 
neighbors were unfriendly and did not want to see the walls of Jerusalem rebuilt 
as they feared the rise of a new and powerful Jewish state. A small Temple was 
finally built on the site of the old one. 
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Almost sixty years pass and Artaxerxes became King of Persia. Ezra was 
the leader of a second group to leave for Jerusalem. In Chapter 7:6, Ezra is 
described as " .a ; scribe skilled in the law of Moses". 

Chapters seven through ten tell of Ezra's dismay of the group that had 
returned under Zerubbabel. In his opinion they had become lax in observing the 
Law. They had intermarried with the neighboring peoples and Ezra rebuked them. 
He felt it was a danger to the Hebrew faith. Chapter eight gives the genealogy 
of those who returned to Jerusalem with Ezra. 

Ezra's great contribution to the Jewish culture was that he established 
synagogues where the Law was read. He emphasized a strict observance of the 
priestly laws and required obedience to it in the daily life and practice of the 
people. Ezra is known as a popularizer of the early educational religious 
systems of Judaism. 

Mary Ellen Chase in her book: "The Bible and the Common Reader", makes the 
following remarkable statement. "For upon that march to Jerusalem went the future 
of the world. Upon it depended the very existence not only of Bible as we know 
it and of the Jewish faith, but of Christianity and the long centuries of Western 
civilization. Had there been no return to Jerusalem Judah would doubtless have 
shared at least in great measure the fate of Israel, mingled with the East and, as 
a united people eventually have been lost." 

It is evidently the will of the Divine that Judah shall not be lost. It 
has existed all these centuries, through persecution and ridicule. Today it has 
again returned to Zion Qn the hope of making Jerusalem a city of hope and peace. 
May it prove lasting. 

This thought occurs to me. Had Judah been destroyed and not allowed to 
return to Jerusalem would the event that happened 1970 years ago have occured? 
It might be of interest to you to read Isiah 11: 1, 10, 11. Isiah 22: 22 through 
25. 

NEHEMIAH 

The Book of Nehemiah is really a continuation of the Book of Ezra. Some 
versions term this Book the Second Book of Ezra or Esdras. Some .believe Ezra to 
be the author of this book. A rather unusual thing occurs in this book; it seems 
to be written almost entirely in the first person. 

The Book ~s divided into four parts: 1. The departure of Nehemiah from 
Persia, with the royal command to build the walls of Jerusalem, and his first 
arrival there (Chapter 1, 2: 1-11). 2. An account of the building of the wall, 
in spite of the obstacles interposed by Sanballat (Chapter 2: 12-20, 3, 7:4). 
3. The first reformation accomplished by Nehemiah (Chapter 7: 5; 12:47). 4. The 
second reformation accomplished by Nehemiah on his second return to Jerusalem and 
his correction of the abuses which had crept in during his absence. (Chapter 13) • 

When Nehemiah arrived for the first time at Jerusalem, he was appalled at 
the condition he found. Not only was the physical condition of the city poor, but 
it was likewise spiritually. 

The first thing he did was to rebuild the walls of the city. To overcome 
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his enemies he armed every workman with a sword. He had a guard on the works 
twenty-four hours of the day. With all due respect to our modern song writers, 
I think Nehemiah should get credit for the song "Praise the Lord and pass the 
Ammunition". 

Nehemiah not only had to fight the enemy with-out, but also the eneny with
in. There were many influential families against him. He called an assembly, 
told them the law, administered an oath to the rich, finding them to carry out 
their promises. He gained a victory over selfishness, overcame difficulties and 
brought order to the community. 

In fifty two days he completed the rebuilding of the walls. A remarkable 
feat. Now that this portion of the work was completed, he set about his second 
mission. 

Ezr~ who had been in the background, now reappeared upon the scene. There 
was a great assembly and when Ezra unrolled the Book of the Law, all the people 
arose and recited a blessing. Indeed it was the Book of the Law, long lost, now 
found. With out Nehemiah, Ezra could not have succeeded in renewing the religious 
consciousness of the exiles. 

When Nehemiah left to return to Persia, a counter current set in under the 
influence of the high priest Eliashib. Discord was prevalent, families divided. 

Suddenly Nehemiah reappeared in Jerusalem. He cleansed the community of 
its impure elements. Eliashib was dismissed from his office. He caused land 
reforms and caused the Levites to return to their service in the Temple. 

Never until this time had Israel wholly lived according to the codes of 
law throughout the Pentateuch. In Ezra and Nehemiah, we see the minister and 
layman working side by side. Ezra and Nehemiah created a spiritual current which 
has become an irresistible force in the Jewish world. 

Nehemiah was a name easy for me to remember from my Sunday school days, 
because the question was asked "Who is the shortest man in the Bible"? Answer: 
Knee-hi-mier. 

ESTHER 

The Book of Esther has only ten short chapters. The story of Esther be
longs to Israel's Persian period. Esther must have lived a little earlier than 
Ezra, since she became the Queen of Ahasuerus, whose Greek name was Xerxes, (about 
485 B.C.) the predecessor of Ataxerxes to whom Nehemiah was cup-bearer. 

The King was having a great feast and had many dignitaries visiting him. 
He was very proud of his queen whose name was Vashti and he sent for her in order 
to show her off to the visitors. When she refused his order, he became indig
nant and banished her. 

He told his ministers to search his empire for the fairest virgins and bring 
them to his palace. One of those chosen was a beautiful Jewish girl whose Hebrew 
name was Hadassah, but whose Persian name was Esther. 

-14-

CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES



Esther had an uncle by the name of Mordecai who had raised her because 
her parents had died when she was very young. Mordecai was a very proud man 
and bent his knee to no man. 

Esther found favor in the sight of the king, and he made her his wife and 
queen. Mordecai heard of a plot to harm the king. He told Esther and she warn
ed the king telling him it was Mordecai who had issued the warning. 

The king had a favorite officer named Haman, who was a very proud prince 
and insisted every one must kneel or bow low when he appeared. Mordecai refused 
and Haman became very angry. He was told Mordecai was a Jew and so he resolved 
to punish all Jews. He got into the king's good graces and asked permission that 
on a certain day he be allowed to kill all of the Jews in the kingdom because of 
Mordecai's stubbornness. When Mordecai heard the decree, he told Esther she must 
go to the king at once and plead for her people. Esther knew no one could approach 
the king without first being called. She felt the great responsibility that the 
lives of all her people depended upon her actions. Casting aside all precautions 
she approached the king. He was so pleased with her he held out his golden sceptre. 
He told her she could have anything she wished even to half his kingdom (5:3). She 
invited the king and Haman to a banquet. At the second banquet she presented her 
request. She told of Haman's plot, and that she was a Jewess. 

The King realized that Haman's treachery would involve his queen and he 
ordered Haman hanged on the gallows he had prepared for Mordecai. Mordecai was 
given Haman's place at Court. The fate threatening the Jews of Persia was happily 
averted. 

To commemorate this happy delivery, the Jews instituted an annual feast of 
gladness. This feast is called Purim. Purim comes from the word Pur which means 
to cast "lots". The Book of Esther is read during the Purim Holidays. 

The great courage shown by Esther in approaching the king has been enshrined 
in the hearts of Jewish women all over the world. They have an organization de
voted to charity and good works. It's name is Hadassah. 

The question is often asked how did the Book of Esther ever get into the 
Bible, because the name of God is never mentioned. It does, however, stress that 
one cannot escape from responsibility. "And who knows whether you have not come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?" (4:14). 

Yes, indeed who knows? 

In the Apocrypha are six additional chapters of the Book of Esther. very 
little additional information can be gained from reading them. 

THE BOOK OF JOB 

The Book of Job consist of forty-two chapters. Job is one of the books 
of "The Wisdom Literature". 

The Book falls into five parts, the first and last of which are in prose 
and the rest, the maJO£ity, of the book in poetry. 
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Part 1 - Introduction, Chapters one and two. 

Part 2 - Discussion between Job and his three friends, Eliphaz, Bildad 
and Zophar, chapters Three through Thirty-one. 

Part 3 - The argument of a fourth person - Elihu, chapters thirty-two 
through thirty-seven. 

Part 4 - God's reply to Job, Chapters thirty-eight through forty-two, 
verse six. 

Part 5 - Epilogue, Return of Job's good fortune, chapter forty-two 
verse six through seventeen. 

The Book of Job undoubtly contains the history of a real character, the 
point to be considered is the age in which he lived - a question concerning 
which there is as great a diversity of opinion as upon any other subject con
nected with this venerable monument of antiquity. 

I have been told that this book is one of the most difficult of all studies 
in Rabbinical schools. There are so many deep and difficult questions that Job 
poses. There are many answers. We shall discuss a number of them later on in 
this paper. The name of the author of the book of Job is unknown. Most scholars 
believe he was a Hebrew, who lived in Jerusalem. Some contend he may have been 
an Arabian or Edomite. The time of the book has been variously placed from the 
time of Jeremiah in the seventh century to three hundred years later. Some place 
it between 500 and 400 B.C. The author certainly sheds light upon the darkness 
of the minds of men. 

Linguists have said the Book of Job contains more unique, unusual and varied 
Hebrew words than any other book of the Old Testament. 

Job was a wealthy and happy man in the land of Uz. He was wise and good 
and served God with a perfect heart. However, God decided to try him and see if 
he would remain faithful in adversity. Job suffered the loss of his live-stock, 
grain crops, his servants; and finally his children were killed by a whirlwind. 

It took a person with the strength of Job not to lose faith. He fell to 
the ground and worshipped . He said: "The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken 
away, blessed be the name of the Lord." God tested him further. He was smitten 
with disease from head to foot. He did not lose faith. He sinned not. "Re
nounce God and die" said his wife. "What shall we receive good from the hand of 
God and shall we not receive evil?" His trust was still in God and he stood firm. 

Three friends now came to comfort him and Part 2 of this book is taken up 
with their a~guments about the ways of God with man and the relations of sin to 
misfortune. The names of his friends are: Eliphaz, Bildad and Zophar. I be
lieve the purpose of this dialogue is to teach us that we must not look upon 
life's reverses as direct punishment, for wickedness. Maybe the ways of the 
Almighty are beyond the knowledge of mortals . 

Job poses many questions to his three friends. Many of them will give vou 
quite a jolt, if you will take the time to read them, and make you do some head 
scratching. Consider the age-old questions: "Why do the righteous and innocent 
suffer? and How can one believe that God is good in the face of disaster? Job 
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never lost faith because in Chapter 19 verse 25 he says: "For I know t h at my 
Redeemer liveth". 

The most intriguing question people everywhere are asking is the one Job 
asks in Chapter 14 verse 14. During the conversation between Job and h is three 
friends, a young man by the name of Elihu had been listening. His anger agains t 
all of them had been kindled because Job had justified himself rather t h a n God 
and against the three friends because they had found no answers and yet had 
condemned Job. In Chapter 32 verse 9 Elihu makes a very profound statement . Job 
had asked the question: "What profit shall I have, if I be cleansed from sin? " 
Elihu answers him in Chapters 35, 36 and 37. 

In Chapters 38, 39 and 40 and 41, God comes out of a whirlwind and answers 
Job. 

In Chapter 42, Job replies to God: "I know thou canst do everything, a nd 
no thought can be withholden from thee. " Because of Job's patience a nd con f ide nc"! 
in him, God restored Job to health and made him richer than he had been befor e. 

In studying the Book of Job, I believe we have here the beginning of 
psychoanalysis. Here is a dynamic interplay of conflicting drives and processe s 
originating in the unconscious. 

Looking about us today, we wonder if we have made much progress as human 
beings, in spite of the marvels of scientific advancement. Are men any les s 
selfish? Are they less cruel? Do they have any more compassion? 

When you look about you and see the disorder, disturbances and malcon tent
ment in times of the most affluent society in history, it makes you pause a nd 
think and turn again to Job's questions and the Lord's answers. It would s e em 
that we still build monuments to our scoundrels and cannonize our knaves, a nd 
yet there are a few fleeting shadows here and the re that give us a ·ray o f h ope . 
I hope mankind as a whole will not have to become a collective Job to discover 
that "which was lost". 

Let us look around us. The evil seem to prosper; the good do not s eem t o 
be rewarded. 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BOOK 

PSALMS 

The Book of Psalms consist of one hundred and fifty stirring hymns. The 
word Psalms is derived from the Greek version of the Bible, the Septuagint, 
where it is used in the sense of songs accompanied by the playing of musical 
instruments. The keynote of the psalms is simplicity of heart, faith in God 
and good conduct. 

In Hebrew, this book is entitled "Sepher Tehillium", which signifies 
the Book of Hymns or Praises, because the greater part of them treats of the 
praises of God, while the remainder consist either of the complaints of an 
afflicted soul, or the prayers of a heart overwhelmed with grief. 

The Psalms are generally termed "The Psalms of David", he being their 
chief author. Many of the ancient fathers were of the opinion he was the 
sole author, while others, equally eminent, held contrary views. A close 
examination of the Psalms will prove some of them to be more ancient than the 
time of David. Some writers contend a few of the Psalms were written years 
before the time of David; · others composed during the Babylonian captivity. 
At what time and by whom the Psalms were collected into one volume, we have no 
certain information. That they were collected together at different times and 
by different persons is very evident from an examination of their contents. 
People in all faiths and in all ages have felt the value of the Psalms as helps 
to devotion and many have labored for expression in which to set forth their 
praise. No book of the Bible contains a wider variety of expression or mood. 
There are Psalms to fit every temperament and feeling in the human breast. 

When you consider the differences of language, culture and civilization 
that separate our world from that of the ancient Hebrews, it is quite startling 
that their songs are still being used in public worship as well as private 
devotions, not only by Jews, but also by Protestants, Roman Catholics, and 
Eastern Orthodox Christians. One of the really important things that all branches 
of the Judea-Christian family have in common is the custom of reciting Psalms 
at every regular worship service as well as at special occasions such as weddings, 
funerals, baptisms and bar mitzvahs. 

There are Psalms of praise and adoration. Psalms of thanksgiving and 
trust. Psalms of repentances. Psalms of pleas for help or deliverance from 
troubles. A prayer for brotherhood and unity (133). A song of pure joy (108). 
The 133rd Psalm is the corner stone upon which the brotherhood of mankind is 
built. 

with 
They 

Many writers divide the Psalms into four 
Psalm 4. The second book with Psalm 72. 
then make a final anthology starting with 
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The longest Psalm is Psalm 119. The shortest is Psalm 117. I know of 
no book in the Bible that is more widely read than the Book of Psalms today 
or in ages gone by. It was a favorite of Jesus and his Disciples. The last 
words Jesus spoke were those of the first verse of the 22nd Psalm. The Jews 
have used the same verse as their plaintive cry in their great song "Eli Eli". 
The first Christian martyrs went to their death in the Roman Coliseum singing 
Psalms, Martin Luther preferred his "old and ragged Psalter" to all other 
books in the Bible. One of the first books printed in America was a translation 
of the Psalms, made and used by the Puritans of the Massachusetts Bay Colony. 
I know of no one piece of writing that has brought to suffering humanity the 
solace as the 23rd Psalm. 

Louis Cassels in his book "Your Bible" has prepared an Index of Psalms, 
and I present it below in the hope it may be of help to you when you need con
solation. Psalms of praise and adoration: 2, 8, 18, 19, 24, 29, 42, 48, 50, 
63, 65, 66, 76, 81, 84, 89, 90, 93, 113, 115, 135, 139, 145, 146, 147, 148, 149 
and 150. 

Psalms of thanksgiving and trust: 3, 4, 5, 9, 16, 18, 23, 27, 30, 34, 40, 
46, 62, 75, 91, 92, 95, 96, 100, 103, 121, 136. 

Psalms of repentance: 6, 2S, 38, 51, and 79. 

Pleas for help or deliverance from trouble: 7, 12, 13, 17, 20, 22, 28, 
31, 42, 43, 44, SS, S7, 61, 69, 70, 71, 77, 88, 102, 130, 140, 141, 142 and 143. 

A prayer for brotherhood and Unity : 133. 

A song of pure joy: 108. 

PROVERBS 

The Book of Proverbs is ascribed by most writers to King Solomon. From 
the frequent repetition of the same sentences, as well as some variations in 
style which have been discovered, some doubts have been entertained as to whether 
he really was the author of every maxim it comprises. Dr. Mason Good says: 
"The latter part of it, from the beginning of the twenty-fifth chapter, evidently 
forming an appendix, was collected after his death, and added to what appears to 
have been more immediately arranged by himself." The proverbs of the thirteenth 
chapter was expressly called "The words of Agur, the son of Jakeh," and the thirty 
first chapter is entitled "The words of King Lemuel." It seems certain that the 
collection called Proverbs of Solomon was arranged in the order we now have it, 
by different hands; but it is not therefore to be concluded that they are not the 
production of Solomon, who, we ar e informed, spoke no less than three thousand 
proverbs. (1 Kings 4:32) 

The scope of this book is "to instruct men in the deepest mysteries of true 
wisdom and understanding, the height and perfection of which is the true know
ledge of the Divine will and the s incere fear of the Lord." This book contains 
distinct doctrines, the duties of piety towards God, of equity and benevolence 
toward man, and of temperance in all things; together with precepts for the right 
education of children, and for relative situations of subJects, magistrates and 
soverigns. 
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Proverbs represent not only the general wisdom of the Hebrew people, 
but also those ancient civilizations with which they came in contact. It 
seems passing strange to me that they should have been included in the Bible 
as they have only a few references to God and none to the future life, of 
which so much of the Old and New Testaments are devoted. Another observation 
is that the teachings of the Proverbs are individual and universal - not nat
ional - they seem to apply to every age and every country. 

A proverb has been described as a pithy sentence, concisely expressing 
some well established truth, susceptible of various illustrations and appli
cations. Proverb is of Latin derivation, literally meaning "for a word, 
speech, or discourse, one expression for many". The Hebrew word for proverb 
is Moshal and means a comparison. Most of the proverbs are in couplets or 
triplets, or some modification of them. Someone has said in the Book of Pro
verbs is embodied "the wisdom of many and the wit of one". 

Chapters one through nine inclusive, glorify wisdom as the secret and 
source of good life. Here wisdom is defined as "the fear of the Lord". 

Chapter eight devotes itself entirely to wisdom. I suggest you give 
close attention to verses 22 - 31 inclusive. 

In Chapter 30 Verse 18, Agur says: "There are three things which are 
too wonderful for me, yea, four which I know not". Read verse 19 and see if 
you have found the answer, especially the fcurth one. I think it would be 
good if some of our "liberal" young people would turn to Chapter 30 and study 
over and over verses 11 through 14. 

I have been told there are a large number of women who read these 
articles. If they would like a description of the ideal housewife, they may 
like to read Chapter 31 verses 10 through 31. 

ECCLESIASTES 

The title of this book in our Bibles is derived from the Septuagint 
version, (Greek); Ecclesiastes meaning a preacher or one who harangues a 
public congregation. The Jews call it "Koheleth". In English we call it 
"The Preacher". 

The Book consists of twelve chapters. It was written by Koheleth about 
the year 200 B.C. Some scholars contend it was written by Solomon, because 
of some of the proverbs contained in the writings. If this is true, the writ
ings must have been lost a long time for Solomon lived more than 800 years 
before Koheleth. 

This book is a reflection on human life, its Joys, its woes and its 
mysteries. The general tone of the book is sad as of one disappointed with 
life, yet the mood changes from time to time. This shows that the writings 
covered a long period of time and as he grew older he grew wiser. He exempli
fied this when he said "Remember now thy creator in the days of thy youth, 

etc." (Chapter 12: 1-7). 

The book ope11s with a description of the sorrows of life. The world 
appears to have no purpose. All is vanity. Knowledge can not alter destiny; 
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we soon tire of pleasure; even our labors do not satisfy. Misery is our lot, 
and virtue does not always prevail . 

The book then develops a more hopeful tone. Things are not what they 
seem. He states wisdom is better than folly; and toil lessens the burden of 
the humblest; a good name is the most desirable thing, while sorrow also brings 
its blessings. 

This book then returns to its despondent tone; the lot of the good and 
the evil appear to be equal, but the better thought of life prevails. Good 
deeds bring lasting satisfaction. 

The design of this book is to contrast the vanity of all mere human pur
suits, when made the chief end, as contrasted with the real blessedness of true 
wisdom. 

Some writers consider it an inquiry into that most important and disputed 
question, what is the sovereign good of man, that which is ultimately good, and 
which, in all its bearings and relations, is conducive to the best interest of 
man? This is the object of the preachers, and after discussing various erron
eous opinions, he finally determines that it consists in true wisdom. 

In some ways this is a very strange book. I think it one of the most 
thought provoking Books of the Book. It will require much rereading and careful 
study. If you will take the time you may be richly rewarded. 

In Chapter 4 verses 8 through 12, I believe he is trying to tell us that 
one can not live unto himself. It suggests that a man should be married for if 
one falls he should have someone at hand to help him. 

Passages from Ecclesiastes are frequently quoted, especially chapter 3 -
"A Time." 

To many readers this book appears topsy-turvy, a sort of Alice in Wonder
land looking glass, where right is no better than wrong and the evil get as 
much out of life as the good. 

In spite of the many doubts and apparent contradictions in his writings, 
Koheleth concludes his work with a strong injunction as to man's duty to God. 
(12:13) 

THE SONG OF SOLOMON 

This Book is sometimes called the Song of Songs. Chapter 1 verse 1 reads: 
"The song of songs, which is Solomon's". For this reason many writers believe 
Solomon wrote it. In 1 Kings 32, Solomon's songs are listed as one thousand 
and five. 

This is a short book of only eight short chapters. It is a rather strange 
book to be found in the Bible, because of its sensuous love songs. The lyrics 
contain detailed descriptions of the love and longings of a maiden for her 
lover, the shepherd, and of the shepherd and the king for the maiden. The name 
of Cod is mentio!led o!lly o!".e time in this book. 

We can divide this book as follows: Part one (1:2 through 2:7). It tells 
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of a maid from the country who professes ardent attachment for her shepherd 
lover. Part two (2: 8-17) the maiden describes her lover and desire for him. 
Part three (Chapter 3) tells of her nightly dream in which she searches for 
her lover. Part four (Chapter 4) the king and the shepherd describes the 
maiden. Part five (Chapter 5) tells of the dreams and disappointments of the 
maiden. She further describes the shepherd. Part Six (Chapter 6) the king 
praises her charms and declares his love for her. Part 7 (Chapter 7) the maid 
declares her love for the shepherd. The king desires to be gallant and sets 
her free to return to her lover. 

I suppose the moral of this book is the devoted love of the maiden and the 
shepherd for each other despite the desires of the king. 

Many writers consider this book a short anthology of love poems; however, 
they are not arranged with a definite plan. The early Christian scholars inter
preted the Song of Solomon as an allegory signifying the love of Christ for the 
church. 

In an effort to explain how this sexy poetry found its way into the Bible, 
Jewish scholars interpreted the song as an allegory of God's love for Israel. 
The Talmud says "anyone who takes the Song of Solomon literally is a blasphemer". 

In all this confusion as to who may have written this book there is some 
doubt as to its Hebrew background. The term "my sister" used in addressing the 
bride is an Egyptian expression. The admiration for birds, animals, fruits and 
spices and many images suggest Egyptian or Persian origin . 

Even after it was canonized, it was still sung in wine houses. This in
censed Rabbi AKIBA so much that he decided that "he who sings from the Song of 
Songs in the wine shop and makes a secular song of it, has no part in the world 
to come". 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BOOK 

THE PROPHETS 

we have now come to a section of the Old Testament that deals with what 
is commonly known as the Prophets. 

I am going to devote one issue of this volume to a general discussion of 
the Prophets in order to prepare the way for a more detailed discussion of the 
work of the individual Prophets in future issues. 

There have been many Prophets among the Jewish people, but I am going to 
limit my discussion to the "Later Prophets" consisting of Isaiah,-, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Daniel and the so-called twelve "minor Prophets". This distinction is 
based not on their relative importance but on the extent or size of the book. 

The Prophets were not what we would call today a "fortune teller" or a 
"diviner". The Hebrew word NABI which is translated "prophet" in English Bibles 
has the meaning of "Message bearer". The prophets were men called by God to 
serve as His messengers to a stubborn and unheeding people. They were always 
careful to point out they were not voicing their own wisdom. They always used 
the expression: "Thus says the Lord". 

Who were the Prophets? What did they preach? They were from all walks 
of life. Some were educated and came from distinguished families. Some were 
city dwellers and some were from the country. Some were farmers and shepherds 
and Artisian. They were probably the first of the "hell fire and damnation" 
type of preachers. There were several things in common they all possessed. 
They sincerely believed that what they did was the inspiration of God and they 
were absolutely fearless. They defied Kings, Priests and Judges. Their interest 
was for the people. They kept the "holy fire" so intensely, they forgot they 
were dealing with human beings. They felt all people should be like they were. 
They erred in not realizing the people had human faults. 

Their views often ran counter to public opinion, so that at times they 
were opposed not only by the nobility but even by the people, With this in 
view, I do not believe our ancestors were as wicked as reading the Book of the 
Prophets might lead us to suppose. They were morally better than the people 
around them in that far-off age. 

Their sphere of activity was very wide. They were the teachers, the 
patriots, the writers, the historians, the orators, the statesmen, as well as 
the ministers of their time. 

Their faith was so great that at the darkest moments of their people's 
history, at those critical moments when the salvation of the nation hung in the 
balance, they doubted not the survival of "the remnant" who would preserve the 
truth of God and righ-ceousness and take it down to ages . 
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This faith must have been transmitted into the blood of succeeding gen
erations or they could not have survived the Inquisition, the Pogrom of Russia 
and Eastern Europe and the extermination by the Nazi. This faith of the Pro
phets is the survival of a people. 

The Prophet seldom tells a story, but casts events. He is a preacher whose 
purpose is communication. His images must not only shine, they must burn. His 
words are often horrid, they are designed to shock rather than to edify. 

The Prophet is human yet his tone is much to high for most mortal ears. 
You could hardly call him a saint or a moralizer. A better definition would 
be an assau1 ter of the mind. 

The Prophet found fault at times with religiono He cited instances where 
the priest had committed perjury by bearing false witness, condoning violence, 
tolerating hatred and calling for ceremonies instead of bursting forth with 
wrath at cruelty, deceit, idolatry and violence. 

In the articles to follow, I will discuss each of the Prophets, giving 
some details of the men, the times in which they lived and the particular duty 
they felt they were called upon by God to render to their people. 

we know that the voice of the Prophets still is heard by many today. How 
many sermons, speeches and admonitions given today are said to have a "prophetic 
ring?" 

ISAIAH 

The Prophet Isaiah is probably the best known of the Hebrew Prophets. In 
the Bible, his book is the first in order of selection of the books of the Pro
phets. 

we believe Isaiah was born around 770-760 B.C. and that he died shortly 
after 700 B.C. He received his prophetic call the year King uzziah died (740 
B.C.) and preached during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah. 

Isaiah was a versatile individual. He was neither a peasant nor a herds
man. He belonged to the aristocracy of his day. He was a poet, philosopher, 
historian, ~ great patriot, statesman and a prophetic spiritual leader. 

The Book of Isaiah consists of 66 Chapters. The book~is generally divided 
into three parts; chapters 1 to 39 contains prophecies of deliverance and pre
dicts the fall and exile of Judah. This part is called by many "First Isaiah". 

Chapters 40 to 48 are called Second Isaiah. These chapters depict a time 
much later than that of First Isaiah. They tell of the new hope of Israel and 
of her deliverance through the power and goodness of the one God. He explains 
that God is near and ready to help. He tells man to be lifted up in hope because 
his "Redeemer" has come (44:6). In Second Isaiah, the people are made aware they 
are to become God's "suffering servant". The servants of God suffer in a wicked 
world because of the iniquity of man, but God through His redemptive love restores 
them. (Chapter 53). 

In Chapters 56 to 66, Third Isaiah speaks of a different situation at 
what appears to be a later time than that of Second Isaiah. This is after the 
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exile and the return to Jerusalem to rebuild the city and Temple of God. They 
are no longer captives in a strange land, but a people of hope. The Third Isaiah 
believes that to be a worthy prophet demands sacrifices and dedication on the 
part of both prophet and the people. He promises that God will look with favor 
on their loyal and good works and there will be a new and better day. 

we are very fortunate in knowing that the Book of Isaiah is accurate. In 
1947, one of the greatest discoveries of any time was the finding of the "Dead 
Sea Scrolls" in a cave near the Dead Sea. It took several years to decipher 
these scrolls and the most valuable of them all proved to be the complete book 
of Isaiah in its original Hebrew and written sometimes in the second century B.C. 
The earliest Hebrew manuscripts of the Old Testament date only as far back as the 
modern tenth century. This ancient manuscript is identical with those later 
Isaiahs upon which our English versions are based and proves conclusively that 
the Isaiah which we read today is true to its original. For further information 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls, I refer you to the book of this name by Miller Burrows. 

Isaiah starts his book with a great sermon. Verses 1 through 10 sounds 
like a preacher of today. One of the most quoted and hoped for, among all 
peoples, is verse 4 of Chapter 2. 

Shortly after Isaiah had his first vision, he was shaken by a great fear, 
He seemed to hear God, Himself, saying to him: "Whom shall I send , and who will 
go for us?" Isaiah was full of the "holy fire" and he cried, "Here am I, send 
me !" Never did he fail to do his duty. He knew his great purpose in life was 
to make clear to the people the will of God. 

Isaiah is a man of determination and forceful in his denunciation of the 
wrongs of his time. So many of the things he warns the people about, and the 
things he condemns, seem to exist today. Listen to what he says. 

Princes (elected officials of today) are scoundrels (1:23); Judges are 
corrupt, acquitting the guilty and depriving the innocent of his right (5:23). 
The people are being crushed by the elders and princes (3:14); In spite of all 
this apathy of the people · let the knave be called noble, and the churl is said 
to be honorable (32:5). 

Isaiah was distressed with the attitude of his people towards God. He 
knew that while they may forsake God, that the Lord would not forsake his 
people. He would not forsake them but he had to cleanse them. There is no 
redemption without affliction. When the Lord smites a people, He is both "Smit
ing and Healing". (19: 22) 

Like Isaiah, I cannot believe in a just God and at the same time believe 
in total destruction. God doe s not make man do anything. His rules are im
mutable; YOU cannot break them. I f you live in conformity with them you are "at 
ease". If you do not, you have "disease". Isaiah says: "A remnant will return". 
Yes , no matter how .bad the crop may turn out, there will be a little "seed corn" 
left for the new planting. It was ever thus and always will be. 

Isaiah so firmly believed this that he named one of his sons Shear Jashub, 
which means "a remnant will return", as God's living sign for a supreme hope 
(8: 18) • 
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According to Isaiah, the covenant that God made with the people is also 
with the land-with Jerusalem-with Zion. All hopes and visions of things to 
come are connected with these places (31:5). Zion is his chosen place, "and 
in her the afflicted of his people find refuge" (14:32). Zion is where at the 
end of days all the nations shall go to learn the way s of God (2:3; 4:5; 33:20). 
Is modern Israel to be the fulfillment of Isaiah's prophecy concerning Jerusalem 
and Zion? 

The words of Isaiah form the corner stone upon which Christian Theology 
can be raised. Note the following: "For unto us a child is born, unto us a 
son is given; and the government shall be upon his shoulder; and his name shall 
be called Wonderful, eounsellor, The Mighty God, The Bverlasting Father, The 
Prince of Peace" (Isaiah 9:6). "and in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, 
which shall stand for an ensign of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek; 
and his rest shall be glorious" (11:10). "Therefore the Lord, Himself, shall 
give you a sign; Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call 
his name Imaniel" (7:14). See also Chapter 22: 22, 23. 

To those of you who would like to compare the writings of Isaiah concerning 
the Messiah, I suggest you compare the following from the New Testament. (Isaiah 
is here called Esaias) Matthew 3:3; 4:14; 8:17; 12:19; 13:14; 15:7. Mark 1:2. 
Luke 3:4; 4:17. John 1:23; 12:38. Acts 8:32; 28:25. Romans 9:27; 10:16; 15:12. 

Faith was to Isaiah the eternal foundation. To him those that believed 
would not be removed. Careful study of this great Prophet might restore to the 
reader a great faith in Divine Law. 

Isaiah's influence upon his people formed a turning point in their national 
history, as Samuel and EliJah, in a lesser degree had done before him. His pro
phetic view went beyond the boundary of his own country and encompassed the 
countries of Assyria and Egypt. He knew that soon these countries would be cast
ing their shadows over Israel and Judah. 

JEREMIAH 

Jeremiah was born about 645 B.C., in the village of Anathoth, three miles 
north of Jerusalem. He came from a wealthy upper class family. His call to 
prophesy came when he was nineteen and is recorded in the first chapter of 
Jeremiah. 

Jeremiah served under six successive kings of Judah. He offered sound 
advice to all of them and about the only reward given him was public humiliation, 
imprisonment and exile. He prophesied during the darkest hours of Judah's his
tory - from 627 B.C. to the sack of Jerusalem in 587 B.C. 

The book of Jeremiah is the second longest book of the Bible, exceeded only 
by the Psalms. It consists of fifty-two chapters. 

Jeremiah has often been called the "weeping prophet" (8:22; 9:1) partly 
because he is considered the author of Lamentations and partly because of his 
tearful concern for the sins of Israel . 

In chapter twelve, Jeremiah poses a question that has vexed many thoughtful 
people. "Why does the way of the wicked pro:sper?" He openly complains to God, 
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yet he acknowledges that there must be some explanation for he exclaims "right
eous art thou, 0 Lord." 

He concludes that each person becomes responsible for his own acts (31:29-
30). It makes us ponder if today's parents have eaten sour grapes? 

The long book of Jeremiah is divided by many writers into three parts. 
Chapters 'lthrough 25 record his addresses and exhortations, his laments and his 
own confessions, his denunciations of kings and his dark warnings. Chapters 
26 to 45, his .biography that he dictated to his faithful companion and secretary. 
Chapters 46 to 51 comprise various oracles against foreign nations. Chapter 52 
is a sort of historical appendix. It restates the reign of king Zedekiah, the 
s~ege of Jerusalem and its final day, including the complete destruction of the 
great Temple of Solomon. Jeremiah was indeed fortunate in having so faithful 
a friend as Baruch who stuck to him when others detested and deserted him. Had 
it not been for Baruch much of the writings of Jeremiah would be lost to us. 

What kind of man was Jeremiah? A good man, but far beyond his day, as all 
peophets are. He was fearless and did not hesitate to say what he thought was 
best for the people and so expressed himself to the kings ar-d priest as well as 
to the nobility. He was a dynamic man, a man of fire. He was a man capable of 
great pathos and great anger. He felt the dQvine wrath of God and to him it 
could become a physical that would consume his people. He preached and prophesied 
to save his people. He expressed God's love for Israel in 13:1-11. 

The purpose of the above story of the waistcloth is to let Jeremiah see in 
a symbolic way the punishment of the people. That is why he was told to put it 
on his loins. He must learn to feel for himself God's attachment for Israel. 
Jeremiah learns the grief of God in having to spoil what is intimately precious 
to him. 

In chapter 9, verses 17 through 19, Jeremiah has a peculiar dirge. I wonder 
if the modern cry about ecology could have been taken from verse 19? 

In reading Jeremiah 20: 7-8 it would appear that he did not relish his job 
as a prophet. He was so full of love for his people, he had to carry out God's 
directive to him. Those whom he loved he was ' called upon to condemn (~:18; 

9: 1). 

For many years, Jeremiah had predicted gloom , famine and captivity; when 
the time arrived and panic and terror gripped everyone Jeremiah came to instill 
hope and comfort (30: 7; 10:11). 

After the downfall of Assyria and the rise of Babylon and during the reign 
of king Jehoiakim over Judah, Jeremiah fell into disfavor. After his prophecy 
was read in the Temple, Jehoiakim had the scroll torn and burned and sought out. 
Jeremiah and his scribe Baruch. After some time, they returned to Jerusalem 
and Jeremiah wrote a blistering attack upon the king. (22: 13-19). 

In 597 B.C., Zedekiah came to the throne of Judah. He was the last king 
of Judah. Jeremiah warned him of impending disaster . Many of the Judean leaders 
urged the king to join the Egyptians in a fight against Babylon. Jeremiah was 
against such a move. He told them it was the desliny uf I::;rael, .because of 
their sins, to be carried into Babylon as captives. He dramatizes his plea in 
chapter 27, verses 4 through 11. 
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Despite all the warnings of Jeremiah, Zedekiah yielded to the clamor of 
the people, renouncing his allegiance to Nebuchadnezzar. The Babylonian army 
set out to attack Jerusalem. Meanwhile, an Egyptian army arrived and forced 
the Babylonians to lift the siege of Jerusalem. Jeremiah still appealed for 
the surrender of Jerusalem, to save lives and the Holy city of Zion. He con
tinued to preach that it was the will of God. 

The Egyptians were defeated and Jerusalem held out for another one and 
one-half years. Famine was the deciding issue. Jerusalem fell to Babylon in 
the year 587 B.C. The Temple of Solomon was burned, the holy vessels carried 
to Babylon, and Jerusalem became a waste land. The prophet who had riled 
against the people now became their voice (10: 19-20). 

The question now arises-why did God allow the Temple to be destroyed and 
the city of Zion to become a wasteland? If the Jews were God's chosen people, 
why should they be punished? 

When Jeremiah went to Jerusalem, he found things very corrupt. Everyone 
should get out his Bible and read chapter 5, verse 1. If we substituted the 
word "America" for !'Jerusalem" perhaps we would be "running to and fro through 
our streets" to see if we could find a MAN. Is that why the mobs are running 
through our streets? Is this what all the strikes and demonstrations are about? 
I only pray that we find a leader before they do, then maybe our great country 
will be pardoned and we will not have to put the yoke of captivity upon our 
necks. I am not a Jeremiah, but I would like to see our children receive from 
us some of the legacy we received from our fathers. Where and when shall we find 
such a man? 

Jeremiah tried to impress upon the people that the God of Israel was not 
a God who wanted blood and animal sacrifices, but obedience to the moral law 
(6:20). In 6:16, Jeremiah uses the expression "and ye f shall rest for your 
souls". Centuries later, Jesus used these same words (Matthew 11:29). 

During the reign of King Josiah, an event took place that I am sure will 
be of particular interest to all. 

Jeremiah was finally able to interest King Josiah not only in repairing 
the physicial part of the great Temple, but to cleaning out the idols and bring 
back the true worship of one God. 

In 621 B.C., he commissioned three of his chief officers, Shaphan, 
Masseiah-the governor of the city, and Joah -the chancellor to summon the high 
priest to surrender the funds collected under his supervision, that they might 
be employed in the purchase of building material and the pay of workmen. When 
the high priest, Hilkiah, gave the money, he also handed to Shaphan a large 
scroll, saying "I have found the book of the Law in the Temple". The Book of 
the Law which Hilkiah gave to Shaphan was the last testament of the prophet 
Moses, which before his death he recommended to his people. 

LAMENTATIONS 

The Book of Lamentations is a very short book consisting of only five 
chapters. 

From the language, character and contents of the Book, most writers conclude 
it must have been written by Jeremiah and possibly should have been included in 
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the Book of Jeremiah. It consists of five separate dirges and gives a heart
rending account of the grief of the Jews. This grief was caused by the desol
ation of Jerusalem after the destruction of the Temple by the Babylonians in 
587 B.C. and the humiliating captivity of the people. 

The first lamentation was written immediately after the capture of Jeru
salem. The city still stood, the walls and Temple had not been destroyed, but 
it was deprived of its people and its joys. This is typified in Chapter 1, verse 
1: "How lonely sits the city that was full of people." 

The second chapter deplores the destruction of the city and its walls and 
the fall of the Sanctuary. "The Lord has destroyed without mercy all the inhabitC 
ants of Jacob" (2:2). 

The third chapter bemoans the destruction of all that was noble by the 
lingering famine, and the despair which fell upon the survivors on the capture 
of the King. This chapter identifies the prophet with the suffering of the 
people and the petitioning of God's mercy and help. "I am the man who has seen 
affliction under the rod of his wrath" (3:1). 

The fourth chapter portrays the utter desolation of Jerusalem after its 
destruction. It depicts the hardships and suffering of the people in contrast to 
their former splendor. The sins of the priest and false prophets that Jeremiah 
had warned against have caused this sorrowful condition. "This was for the sins 
of her prophets and the inequities of her priests, who shed in the midst of her 
the blood of the righteous" (4:13). 

Chapter five is a prayer for confession and a plea for mercy (5: 20-21). 

The people have undergone great physical and mental torture. This they 
feel they have because of Israel's disobedience to God. Their petition for 
deliverance contains a ray of hope in God's eventual mercy. 

I would like to refer the reader to Second Chronicles 35:25. This was 
supposed to have been composed by Jeremiah upon the death of King Josiah. Here 
it is said the lamentations were made an ordinance in Israel. It is not certain 
what became of these "lamentations". The Book of Lamentations was not composed 
until after the destruction of Jerusalem - many years later. 

EZEKIEL 

Ezekiel was one of the prophets of Israel. He was born about 620 B.C. 
and was a priest in Jerusalem. He had come to Babylon with the first trans
portation with King Jehoiachin, in 597 B.C. He became the teacher and religious 
authority to his fellow exiles on the banks of the Chebar. He had been there for 
five years before he felt the divine call. 

Ezekiel felt it his duty to preach to his people and to explain to them, 
as best he could, the reason for their present condition, and to assure them if 
they reformed their ways, salvation would yet be theirs. 

He denounced sL1 as the earlier prophets had. Some of the people tried to 
do right, but despaired. Many could not throw off the old belief that they were 
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suffering for the sins of their fathers. Perhaps the most important lesson 
Ezekiel taught was that the responsibility of the individuals. God would not 
make all Israel answerable for the sins of some. This is also true in life 
that the wickedness of a few may often bring calamity upon innocent persons. 
That calamity is not a punishment from God, only an unfortunate consequence of 
evil. (See chapter 18 - equity of God's dealings). 

In the light of certain groups that refer to America as "a sick nation" 
they should read and study Ezekiel. Should all Americans be responsible for 
the sins of a few? Will God make all of us answerable for the sins of our 
fathers a hundred years ago? This thought is not in accordance with Ezekiel's 
reasoning. I believe Ezekiel was a better and more divinely inspired prophet 
than the modern ones who beguile and befuddle their people. 

The Book of Ezekiel consists of forty-eight chapters. To many, this book 
is lengthy and may become tiresome reading. In my research on this book, I was 
surprised how little space is devoted to Ezekiel by authors 6n Biblical history. 
It does depict the value of maintaining morale in the midst of discouragement 
and defeat. I wish we could find a modern Ezekiel. How our morale needs a 
boost in the face of so much lack of faith in our country. There is one thing 
Ezekiel prized above all else - that was the Glory of God. 

The Book of Ezekiel is divided into three major prophecies: 

1. The prophecy of judgement (Chapters 1-24). This foretells the ultimate 
fall of Jerusalem. The dreaded story is related through imagery and sym
bolism, an example of which is the wheels. (Ez. 1: 15-21). 

2. The prophecy of hope (Chapters 25-32). It pronounces the Judgement of 
Wrath on the seven surrounding pagan nations. 

3. The prophecy of restoration (Chapters 33-48). It consoles the people 
with the prophecy of restoration of Jerusalem when a better and purer 
Israel shall be founded. Israel is to be resurrected as pictured in the 
famous vision of the Valley of Dry Bones (Chapter 37) • He pictures a 
change in the Dead Sea and the Wilderness of Judah. Modern Israel seems 
to be making this prophecy come true. He believed that the sanctuary of 
God shall 6oreve~ be in Israel (37:25). 

While Ezekiel foretold that Jerusalem must be destroyed, in order to purify 
it, it could not be done as long as God dwelt therein. In order to accomplish 
this mission, Ezekiel has God to withdraw from Jerusalem (11:23). Only after its 
purification could Jerusalem qualify as the eternal resting place for the Spirit 
of God. Ezekiel based his hope for the future entirely upon the exiles. Through 
the hardships of exile, they would become purified. They would go through the 
sevent¥- years of fire and be tempered by adversity into a strong people, that is 
those who survived and would renew the strength of Israel. I believe that is 
true today. I do not believe in total destruction; not even by atomic warfare. 
Enough of the "seed corn" of humanity will survive for the rebuilding of mankind 
in God's own time and place. Ezekiel is one of the least read of the prophets. 
Those who do not study him are missing a great deal. Many good sermons could be 
derived from a careful study of this man's writings. So many of the things he 
wrote about are prevalent in our country today. 

Our country could be easily compared to conditions existing in Palestine in 
Ezekiel's day. Crime in the land is talked about in chapters 7 and 8. Note also 
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7:23. If you want to do the "hippies" a good turn, read them chapter 5:1. You 
will have to read it for them - they do not believe in God. In one of the above 
paragraphs, I referred to the fact that it was necessary to get God out of Jeru
salem before it could be destroyed. Are we rapidly approaching this climactic 
event? God has been taken out of the schools; and if certain groups prevail we 
will no longer be able to say "in God we trust". Morality in theatre and arts 
have sunk to an all time low. Disrespect for the law and order and respect for 
our flag have gone with the wind. If "cleanliness is next to Godliness", from 
the looks of some of our population, God is a long way off from them. Certainly 
the drug abuse is an abomination into the Lord. It seems to me with a few more 
years of this and God will certainly want to go some other place until we can 
become purified. If God is in His Holy Temple, we certainly need to do a lot of 
cleaning to make it fit for Him. 

In Chapter 37: 5-12, Ezekiel speaks of the resurrection; see also John 5: 
28, 29. Compare Ezekiel's New Jerusalem with John's in the Book of Revelation 
(chapter 21). It may be that Plato and Sir Thomas Moore were students of Ezekiel. 
Plato's Republic and Sir Thomas Moore's Eutopia were ideal lands. 

DANIEL 

Daniel is the story of a royal youth, taken into exile among the Jewish 
captives by Nebuchanezzar, remaining true to his faith under all privations and 
perils and providentially saved from the Jaws of death - a witness to the living 
God. 

He was carried a captive to Babylon at an early age, in the fourth year 
of Jehoiachim, king of Juday in the year 606 B.C. He was instructed in the 
language and literature of the Chaldeans, which at that time were greatly superior 
to the learning of the ancient Egyptians . Afterward, he held a distinguished 
office in the Babylonian empire. He was a contemporary with Ezekiel, who mentions 
his extraordinary piety and wisdom (Ez. 14: 14, 20). 

Daniel lived throughout the captivity, but it does not appear that he 
returned to his own country when Cyrus permitted the Jews to revisit their native 
land. It is probable that Daniel died in Babylon, as the last of his visions, 
of which we have an account, took place in the third year of Cyrus, about 534 
B.C., when he was about ninety-four years of age. At this time, he was living 
at Susa on the Tigris. 

Many authors consider the Book of Daniel a fascinating book comprised of 
stirring narratives, of prophetic history, and a series of visions. The Book 
of Daniel displays an unassailable belief in God's mighty power of salvation. 

This Book of Daniel first came to light about 168 B.C. during the perse
cution of the Jews by the Syrian king, Antiochus Epiphanes to whom they were 
subject. Its purpose was to encourage the sufferers to remain fast to Judaism 
under terrible trials and dangers by presenting the inspiring example of Daniel 
and his assurance of Israel's eventual salvation. 

The Book of Daniel is divided into two parts . The first six chapters 
form a collection of stories about Daniel and his friends; the last six chapters 
record visions and revelations given to Daniel by God. 
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Most people remember the Book of Daniel because of the story of Daniel 
being thrown in the lions den because of praying to God, in defiance of the 
king's orders (chapter 6). The hand writing on the wall and its interpretations 
(chapter 5) and the miracle of his three friends who were cast into a furnace 
so hot it destroyed the guards who threw them in, but who came out not even 
smelling of fire (chapter 3). I would like to call your attention to verse 
25 of chapter three. 

There are other interesting things in the Book of Daniel. I believe here 
for the first time in the Old Testament the names of angels are mentioned. Gabriel 
and Michael are called by name. 

For the first time in Hebrew literature, the doctrine of resurrection is 
stated as dogma. Chapter 12 verse 3 contain the most complete statement of life 
after death in the Old Testament, maybe in both Testaments. 

In this hour of terror and persecution, by the Syrians, the prophet must 
have concluded that unless God was guilty of injustice, He must, by a promise 
of life to come, recompense his saints and martyrs, who had given their lives 
for his cause. How well this thought has been ingrained in the Jew throughout 
the ages of persecution, including the age of Hitler. No people could have 
survived so long without such a strong faith. Indeed "Whom the Lord loveth, he 
chasteneth." 

Many years later, St. John must have been influenced in his vision of the 
New Jerusalem, the City of God, by Daniel's description of the "voice of a multi
tude"; the lightning and the lamps of fire; the presence of angels; the "glorious 
holy mountains"; and the opening of the books of Judgement. 

That Daniel was a man of prophecy is illustrated in 
He talks of what I believe is the first heart transplant. 
medicine is about twenty-four hundred years late. 

chapter 4: 16 and 7:4. 
Looks like modern 

With fear of getting the anger of many children, but in the hope of winning 
the applause of their mothers, I am going to suggest to Mommy that she read 
chapter ~ Here we see that vegetables are good for children. They may even 
eat their spinach and carrots if they know "their countenances appear fairer" 
than the other dhildren, and this occurred after only ten days . 

We should all read chapter 5, especially verses 24 through 30. Some day 
on our individual wall, the fingers of the hand of fate shall appear and write 
what is written for us. Only the candlestick of our intelligence will serve 
as the illumination. We will have no Daniel to interpret for us. Each message 
will be different. Each must make his own interpretation. Will you be weighed 
in the balance and found wanting? Will your kingdom be divided between the 
Medes and Persians? 

These strange words were not Hebrew. If they had been Chaldean, the King's 
ministers could have read them. It must have been in Aramaic. 

THE BOOK OF HOSEA 

In the Old Testament, the book of Hosea is the first of the "Minor 
Prophets". There are twelve of the "Minor Prophets". The distinguishing point 
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between the Major and Minor Prophets is the length of the book. The twelve 
books of the "Minor Prophets" were so short they were gathered into a single 
collection to safeguard their preservation. 

Chronologically, the book of Hosea should come after the book of Amos, 
but it is placed first because of its length. 

The style of Hosea is highly poetic and not always easy to follow. Some 
passages may be difficult to comprehend. This may be due to the fact that we 
are no longer fully acquainted with certain events to which they allude. 

We do not have definite information as to the family of Hosea, except 
what is furnished to us by the first verse of his prophecy, which states that 
he was the son of Beeri, whom some Jewish commentators confound with Beerah, 
a prince of the Reubenites who was carried into captivity with the ten tribes 
by the king of Assyria. Hosea prophesied during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham 
and Ahaz, and in the third year Hezekiah, kings of Judah and during the reign 
of Jereboam II, king of Israel. He was probably an Israelite, as his predic
tions are chiefly directed against their wickedness and idolatry; its religion, 
morals and politics. His role in the Northern Kingdom was similar to that of 
Jeremiah who foretold of Judah one hundred and fifty years later. He began his 
prophetic activities in the reign of Jereboam II (786 - 746 B.C.). 

Hosea likened Israel as the bride of God, (later religions likened the 
Church to be the bride of Christ). In a prophetic vision, he said, he received 
the command to take to himself an adulterous wife. This was symbolical of the 
introduction of the worship of Baal in the Ten TrLbes. Hosea married a woman 
of evil repute who bore him three children: a son, Jezreal - meaning that God 
would visit on the house of Jehu the blood their forefathers had shet in Jezereel, 
and further it denoted that God would destroy the armies of Israel in the Valley 
of Jezreel. The name of the daughter was Lo-Ruchamah meaning "unloved". The 
name of the second son was Lo-Ammi meaning "not-my-nation". The name of the 
daughter meant that God would no longer care for the house of Israel; and that of 
the second son, that the God of Israel had deserted the nation, and would no 
longer be its God. 

He likened his marriage and its failure to the people of Israel and their 
failure in their marriage to the God of their fathers. Like his return to his 
wife after her unfaithfulness, Israel would return to God after her unfaithful
ness to Him. As he would forgive his wife, so would God forgive Israel. Hosea 
was intensely interested in his own people. He wanted to bind Israel to God. His 
thought was God alone for Israel and Israel alone for God. 

In Hosea 4:14 he says: "A people without understanding shall come to ruin". 
Certain groups in the world today are certainly without understanding. Will they 
not come to ruin? 

Verse 4, Chapter 13 is a verse that you should read. It is a verse that 
should be given serious thought. It is a verse not to be taken lightly. 

For people who despair or feel that they live under a shadow will find a 
warm glow in reading verse 4, chapter 14. 

(As an aside, I would call your attention to the name of Hosea's wife -
Gomer. It is an unusual name. It is a woman's name. It seems passing strange 

-33-

CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES



- -- - ---------------- -

to me that a recent popular television series should name its star, a man, 
Gomer. Stranger still, this star portrays an innocent young man who seeks 
only to help and do what is right). 

THE BOOK OF JOEL 

very little is known about the Prophet Joel, except what is contained in 
the title of his predictions (Chapter 1, verse 1) that he was the son of Pethuel. 

This is a little book of three chapters. It opens with a picture of a 
locust plague accompanied by drought. The general subject of Joel is divine 
judgement. The last chapter describes the future glory of Judah. 

Joel's mission differed from Amos'. His mission was to raise and cheer 
up the despondent. He did not denounce, merely hinted at sins and errors. He 
had great oratorical powers. He told the people God had sent the plagues as 
forerunners of a day, great and fearful, destined to punish them and lead to a 
higher moral order (3: 1,2). 

One of the most quoted passages of Joel is 2:28. I wonder if our old men 
of today are just dreaming dreams and are our young men really seeing visions? 

Verse 3, chapter ten is very strange. You never hear it quoted. You 
hear the opposite of it quoted very often, (see Isaiah 2:4 and Micah 4:3). 

The militants and campus destroyers should ponder verse 3, chapter 2. 
Our country is a garden of Eden before them; if they continue their policy, 
unchecked, it will be a desolate wilderness behind them. 

THE BOOK OF AMOS 

The Book of Amos consists of only nine rather short chapters. 

Chapters 1 & 2 are introductory, surveying all the nations around Israel 
and Judah and declaring that each will suffer for its individual sins. 

Chapters 3 & 4 contain three discourses: (1) Reminder to Israel that 
God's choice of them brings added responsibility; (2) Plea for the spirit of 
religion as against its forms; (3) The coming of Judgement. 

Chapters 6 through 9, Amos presents his lessons in symbolic pictures. 
These begin with gloomy forboding, but close with promise of salvation to the 
faithful remnant. 

Amos is the third of the minor prophets, according to the order adopted 
in our modern bibles. The best information we have places him as a native 
Tekoah, a small town in the kingdom of Judah, not too far south of Jerusalem. 
In the first verse of his book, he states that he prophesied in Israel during 
the reigns uzziah, king of Judah and Jeroboam, the son of Joash, king of Israel. 

During the reign of Jeroboam, villages had grown into cities and evil 
stalked the land. The rich became r~cher and the poor poorer. The poor even 
sold themselves as slaves to pay their aebts or to be maintained. "Ill fares 
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the land to hastening ills a prey, when wealth accumulates and men decay." How 
symtomatic is this of our country today. 

When Amos first appeared in Israel, at the call of the Lord, he found the 
king's court at Bethel a place devoted to idol worship. He saw that the teach
ings of Elijah were forgotten. Amos tried to impress upon the people that the 
Lord was not only the God of Israel but of the universe; that all people were 
God's children. 

To Amos, God was not "a still small voice". His roar was as a lion. He 
was angry because the people of Judah had rejected the Torah and did not keep 
his statutes (2: 4) and the people of Israel "sell the righteous for silver". 
(2: 6, 7) 

The high priest became alarmed at Amos' teachings and told him to go to 
his own land and prophesy. Amos' famous reply is contained in chapter 7, verses 
14 and 15. 

I would like to point out a distinction between Amos and the prophets 
who preceeded him. Amos lived about 750 B.C. We have heard a great deal about 
the deeds of the prophets Samuel, Nathan and Elisa. Very few of their words are 
preserved. Amos wrote down his prophecies, so that they could not only be heard 
by the people, but could be read and preserved to inspire future generations. 

One thing puzzles me. Why did not Amos preach in Juday? The answer may be 
in the last phrase of 7:15. 

THE BOOK OF OBADIAH 

The Book of Obadiah is the shortest of all the prophetical books. It con
tains only one chapter of twenty-one verses. we know almost nothing of Obadiah 
except that he prophesied about the year 586 B.C. 

He predicted the destruction of Edom, one of Israel's neighboring countries 
that was often at war with Israel. Obadiah predicted that the Edomites would be 
treated measure for measure as they treated Israel when they helped Babylon bring 
about the downfall of Jerusalem. 

Compare Obadiah's prophecy with Psalm 137 , verse seven. 

Compare verse 15 with Luke 6:31. 

THE BOOK OF JONAH 

The Book of Jonah consists of four chapters. Jonah, the prophet lived in 
the reign of Jeroboam II about the middle of the 8th century B.C. He was the 
son of Amittai and is mentioned in 2nd Kings 14:25. 

None of Jonah's prophecies have been preserved. The Book of Jonah is a 
story about the prophet's life. 

The design of the book is to show that kindness of heart and readiness to 
repent may be found everywhere among men. 
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Almost everyone is acquainted with the story of Jonah, especially the 
part of Jonah being swallowed by the large fish, after being thrown overboard, 
by the angry crew of the boat during a storm. Jonah had taken passage on the 
ship to Tarshish to escape God's anger. The moral of the story is that one 
cannot escape from God or from duty. 

The second part of the story is that we are taught that God loves not one 
nation only, but all mankind and every living thing. 

This lesson is of such importance that the Jews have chosen the Book of 
Jonah for the prophetic lesson for the afternoon services on the Day of 
Atonement. 

Our Ship of State, today, is sailing upon stormy seas. Is there a "Jonah" 
among us? Yes! the "Jonah" of apathy and indolent contentment that causes us 
"to go down into the sides of the ship". When will we as Americans have the 
courage to cast the "Jonahs" of apathy, indifference and permissiveness over
board and restore calm to the great sea of our national existence? 

Jonah said unto God: "I am cast out of thy sight". Is that what we have 
done to God? Will we also be cast into the belly of darkness? 

THE BOOK OF MICAH 

Micah was a native of Moresheth; a small town in the southern part of the 
territory of Judah. He was probably born about 720 B.C. and was a younger 
contempory of Isaiah. Unlike Isaiah he was "a man of the people". He appears 
to have exerted a great influence in his age! 

The book of Micah may be divided into two parts: 

1. Chapters 1 through 5: The first three chapters depict the sins of 
Israel and Judah, which eventually bring about their fall. He speaks on the 
avarice of those in power and oppression of the poor. Chapters 4 and 5 become a 
little more cheerful. One day Zion shall become the religious center of the 
world. (Is this prophecy being fulfilled today? Jerusalem is the focal point 
for the worlds three leading religions. Each claims it as its own.) Micah 
believed that in the happy future war and idolatry would vanish altogether. (War 
never seems to cease and idolatry is merely transferred from one image to an
other.) 

2. Chapters 6 and 7: This second part opens with a rebuke, not only to 
the princes and nobility, but to the whole people. It is presented in a series 
of dialogues. The ;first a controversy between "God and Israel", in which occurs 
the famous summary of religion, Justice, mercy, humility. (6: 6-8). The second 
between "Israel and the Prophet", in which Micah promises the penitent people 
that their banished will be gathered and their land restored. (The Arab world 
seems prepared today to contest this fulfillment.) In the last part, "the 
Prophet and his God", Micah prays for the forgiveness of his people and for the 
fulfillment of God's promise. 

In Chapter 5, verse 2 one may well find some very nourishing food for 
thought. In chapter 4, verse 7 the statement is made "her that was cast far 
off a mighty nation; And the Lord shall reign over them in mount Zion from 
thenceforth even for ever." 
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THE BOOK OF NAHUM 

The Book of Nahum is a very short Book, consisting of only three chapters. 
Nahum was born sometime before the year 600 B.C. He was a native of Elkosh, a 
small village in Galilee. His name signifies consolation. His message is a cry 
for justice for the oppressed masses by a tyrannical autocracy. 

A rather different view point is expressed by Nahum as contrasted by the 
other Prophets - he does not talk about the sins of his own people. He speaks 
only about the evils of the Assyrians. 

Nineveh was overthrown by the Babylonians and Medes about 607 B.C. It was 
so completely destroyed that no trace of it was found until about the middle of 
the 19th century. 

THE BOOK OF HABAKKUK 

The Book of Habakkuk consist of only three chapters. 

Not too much is known of his early life. He is believed to be of the 
tribe of Simeon and was born at Bethcazar. Some writers place him in Judea 
during the reign of King Manesseh, others during the reign of King Jehoiakim. 
The conclusion is that he wrote about 600 B.C. 

His prophecy consists of two parts: L. A dialogue between God and 
Habakkuk. 2. A hymn or ode probably intended to be used in public service. 
Like Jo.b, he asked questions and received answers from God. His writings are 
similar to those of Jeremiah because he foretold the destruction of Judea, by 
the Chaldeans, for their sins. 

Habakkuk complains against the cruelties of the oppressors. He seeks 
justice by placing himself upon a symbolical watchtower. What does he see? 
that evil shall some day perish from the earth and the upright shall live by 
their faithfulness. 

He prays, "How long?" He cries "Why?" His answer come in Habakkuk 1: 
5 - 11. 

THE BOOK OF ZEPHANIAH 

Most of the minor prophets are generally known .because so many men have 
been given many of the Prophets name s . I don't believe I have ever met a man 
named Zephaniah. I am sure few people know of him as an Old Testament Prophet. 

He attempts to give you his genealogy in the first verse of the first 
chapter. He was of noble descent, being descended from King Hezekiah. He 
must have .been an older contempory of Jeremiah. He lived in Jerusalem during 
the reign of king Josiah. 

This is a small Book consisting of only three chapters. From his accounts 
of the disorders prevailing in Judah, he must have made his prophecy before the 
eighteen years of Josiah's reign. 
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The first chapter tells of the nation's sin and the retribution that 
shall be visited upon them. 

The second chapter dooms the persecuting states in the neighborhood, 
as well as Judea itself. 

The third chapter denounces Jerusalem; but concluded with the promise of 
her joyful re-establishment. 

His main purpose was to arouse the moral senses of his people, who had 
adopted the religion and customs of the Assyrians. 

There is a theme running through this book that suffering has a dis
ciplinary value. Many of our modern religions of the present day stress this 
idea. 

In Chapter 1 verse 8 he speaks of the Lord's punishment "and all such as 
are clothed with strange apparel". This I am sure, will apply to some of our 
moderns who are "clothed with strange apparel". I am sure this will apply not 
only to the physical dress, but to some of the people with their farout thoughts 
on permissiveness with sex morals, drugs and complete welfare states. A study 
of the Prophets seems to place our Country almost on a parallel with conditions 
existing in Judea before its fall. Will we listen to the modern day Prophets or 
will we have to pay the price of our ancient brethren? 

Those trying to settle the affairs in the Middle East may find one of the 
answers in 2: 4-7. See also 3:20. 

THE BOOK OF HAGGAI 

Haggai was probably born in Babylon. Upon the edict of Cyrus, King of 
Persia, he and Zerubbabel were ordered to return to Jerusalem and start the 
rebuilding of the Temple. 

The Book of Haggai consist of only two short chapters. Haggai's style 
is plain and lacks some of the power of the great prophets. This lack of power 
causes one to wonder if the time had now come when prophecy might be on the wane? 

Cyrus, the benefactor of the Hebrews, died in 629 B.C. Cambyses, his 
successor, was not so generous. He made the Hebrews bear their share of the 
cost of the war with the Egyptians. Cambyses was succeeded by Darius in 520 
B.C. Darius was ready to help the Hebrews, but this was a year of famine and 
help was slow in coming. The people were discouraged. 

It was at this time that Haggai appeared upon the scene to stimulate and 
encourage the people in their great undertaking. The stimulus he gave to the 
people was in his prophecy that "the glory of the latter house would exceed the 
glory of the former" (2:9). The new Temple was completed in 4 years and de
dicated in 516 B.C. 

In 1:4, Habbai chastises the people for living in fine houses, but being 
unwilling to build a ±it material dwelling plocc of worship. This condition 
still seems to exist. About the only time they seem willing to contribute their 
share to their place of worship is when calamity overtakes them. They might 
heed 1:6. 
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In 2:23 he tells Zerubbabel that he will make him as a signet. The 
signet of zerubbabel means truth. We need a lot of Zerubbabel today. 

THE BOOK OF ZECHARIAH 

According to the words of Zechariah contained in 1:7, he was the son of 
Berechiah, the son of Iddo the prophet. We do not know where he was born but 
that he was one of the captives returned after the decree of Cyrus and a con
temporary of Haggai. 

The Book of Zechariah consists of fourteen chapters. It is generally 
considered in two parts. The first eight chapters deal with his eight visions. 
Part two is the last six chapters and these deal with prophecies concerning the 
advent of a Messiah, deliverance of the people, God's reign forever in Jerusalem 
and the reign of peace. 

Zechariah must have lived under Darius, King of Persia, about 520 B.C. 
He was a witness to the rebuilding of the Temple after the "seventy years of 
captivity". He saw Joshua become High Priest; Zerubbabel, Kin~ and Haggi , 
Scribe. These three composed the "Grand Council". 

In the thoughts he had for a Messiah, he thinks less of a trillinphant King 
than a King who will deepen the moral tone of the people and enrich their 
religious life. From this time on the hoped-for Messiah is given more and more 
of this religious character. Zechariah seems to have acquired some of the 
spirit of the great prophets and often repeats their words. 

we have an interesting development occuring in the Haggai-Zechariah era. 
Haggai hoped Zerubbabel would become Judah's king (Messiah). See last sentence 
o f Haggai 2:23. First came the idea of a king, next a king who would be a 
religious regenerator of Israel; next the messenger of God who will bring know
ledge of Him and His law to all the world. 

There is a strange parallel in Zechariah 9:9 and Matthew 21:5 concerning 
the Messiah. 

Maybe those who are trying to settle the Middle East controversy should 
give diligent thought to Zechariah 1:16; 2:12; 8:7;8; 12:9. Maybe the pro
phecies are being fulfilled today. 

THE BOOK OF MALACHI 

We do not know Malachi's real name. It is a title meaning "messenger " . 
He was a contemporary of Bara and Nehemiah and lived after the restoration. 
The conditions about which he contends place his preachings about the year 
460 B.C. 

The Book of Malachi consists of four chapters. His style is not like any 
of the preceding prophets. First he utters his charge, then states the questioned 
objection of the people and then answers their questions by proving his charge. 
This is called a dialectic method. 

Malachi began his work by rebuking the half-hearted priest (1:7,8). If 
the spiritual guides are not conscientious, what can we expect of the people? 
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Looking at conditions around us today, I think a modern Malachi would have a 
stupendous task. 

He next considers the greatest evil of his time - the people~ lack of 
faith (2:17). Many conditions exist today that have destroyed, not only the 
lack of faith by the people in their spiritual leaders but especially their 
faith in the political leaders. Every day crime and corruption in high places 
is revealed. 

He speaks of a day of retribution to come (3: 1-2). Is this also a pro
phecy of the Messianic Age? ' The last words of Malachi ring with this promise 
(4: 5-6). Maybe if we could all practice the precept contained in chapter two, 
verse ten, we might really see the reign of the Prince of Peace on Earth. 

Malachi is the last of the Prophets and the last Book normally considered 
in the Old Testament from a chronological viewpoint. I ponder this question: 
Why did the order of prophets cease at this time? 

This concludes the Books of the Old Testament as most of us know it. I 
have been asked by many to do a series on the Apocrypha. This is non-canonical 
Jewish literature written during the period of the Second Temple and until 135 
A.D. They will follow this series. 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BOOK 

APOCRYPll/\ 

The wo1d 11pocrypha comes from the Greek and means "hidden". 'rhc 
term apocrypha is normally applied to the non-biblical books incorporated 
in the Septuagint (Greek) which were canonized by the Roman Catholic 
Church, while other noncanonical works were called Pseudeographa. 

The books of the Apocryphu represent a substantial and remarkable 
religious-ethical JJt.eJature compiled and written during the period of 
the Second Temple. They reflect the developments of social and religious 
life among the Jewish people and the foreign influence they were subjected 
to during the last three centuries before the Christian Era. 

The Apocrypha formed an integral part of the King James Version of 
1611, as they had of all the preceding English versions from their begin
ning in 1382. Seldom are they printed as part of it any longer and the 
English Revised Version seldom has it. They were not included in the 
American Revision. 

The general thinking of most writers is that the Puritans disapproved 
of them, as they had begun to drop them from printings of their Geneva 
Bible by 1600, and began to demand copies of the King James version omitt
ing them, as early as 1629. 

They were part of the Bible of the early church. for it used the 
Greek version of the Jewish Bible, called the Septuagint. They passed 
from it into Latin and the great Latin Bible, edited by St. Jerome about 
400 A.O., the Vulgate, which became the Authorized Bible of western Europe 
and England and remained so for a thousand years. Jerome found they were 
not in the Hebrew Bible, and so he called them Apocrypha, the hidden or 
secret books. 

We must not suppose that Jerome gathered them into a group and placed 
them at the end of his Old Testament. They are scattered here and there 
through the Vulgate. Many other translators did likewise. Eleven hundred 
years after Jerome, Martin Luther separated them in his German Bible of 
1534 from the rest of the Old Testament and put them after it, In 1827, 
the Protestant, British and American Bible Societies took a definite stand 
against their publication and they have since almost disappeared except in 
the more expensive books. 

The Books of the Apocrypha were composed by and for Jews, yet they 
were completely unknown to scholars of the Middle Ages. They were pre
served in the books of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The works included in the Apocrypha are akin to those which constitute 
the Bible, but were not admitted to the Scriptures because they were not 
included in the Canon, or were composed after the closing of the Bible or 
were written in Greek. The Roman Catholic Church refers to the Apocrypha 
as deutero-canonical books (deutero meaning "second or later"). 
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The Apocrypha is important as forming a necessary link between the 
Old and New Testaments. Some writers claim that if we had no Old Testa
ment at all, the Apocrypha would still be indispensable to the student 
of the New Testament, of which it forms the preluae. The Apocrypha con
tains fourteen books. 

I ESDR..l\S 

Both Ezra and Nehemiah established places of worship, later called 
synagogues, throughout the land. Here the people could meet and listen 
to the readings and explanation of the Law. Ezra collected all the 
sacred writings then in existence and arranged the m in one parchment "book" 
or scroll and a copy was p l aced in every synagogue where possible. 

Most of the translations of the Books of Esdras (Apocryphal Additions 
To Ezra) have been done by Christian authors and published from a Christian 
viewpoint. The original Hebrew differs slightly. Not being a Hebrew 
Scholar, I was fortunate enough to have Rabbi Benjamin Rosayn translate a 
commentary from the original. It is mainly the source of my material for 
these articles on the 1st and 2nd Books of Esdras. 

The 1st and 2nd Books of Esdras (The Greek form of Ezra) have never 
been accepted as genuine scripture by Jews and Protestants in the past. 
They are accepted as canonical by the Greek Church and the Roman Catholic 
Church. These works are called by the Roman Catholics 3rd and 4th Esdras 
- the Canonical books of Ezra and Nehemiah are known to them as 1st and 2nd 
Esdras. 

First Esdras is an imaginative account of the rebuilding of the Temple. 
It parallels closely 2nd Chronicles, Chapters 35 and 36; Ezra chapters 1-10 
and Nehemiah Chapter 8. First Esdras mentions Kings Josiah , Jehoahaz, 
Jehoiachim and Zedekiah as well as the Persian rulers Cyrus and Darius. 

Mention is made of the fall of Jerusalem, the beginning of the Baby
lonian captivity and the proclamation of Cyrus, under which the Jews were 
allowed to return to their homeland and rebuild their Temple. This was 
the fulfilment of the 70 year prophecy. The Book further relates that 
Esdras (Ezra), a priest of the family of Aaron, came from Babylon with a 
commission from the Persian ruler to look after the affairs of his people 
in Judah. It states further that Esdras gathered the people together, 
after which he stood upon a wooden pulpit and read to them the Laws of 
Moses. (See my previous article of the Book of Ezra). 

The principal addition to this book is the third chapter, which may be 
considered original . It may have only been a fable. I have read two 
versions of it. In the original Hebrew, it is a contest of wits between 
the King's three bodyguards. They were trying to keep awake by asking each 
other questions; as to what was the strongest thing in the world. One said 
wine, another the King and the third, woman. The King decided that "Truth" 
was strongest of all; and then all ~ proclaimed that "Truth is great and 
supremely strong". The third guardsman was asked what he wanted for his 
reward and he requested to be allowed to rebuild the Temple; he turned out 
to be Zerubbabel. "Trust is mighty and will prevail" is a somewhat loose 
quotation from 1 Esdras 4:41. 
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Another version of this story is that the king has a banquet and 
asked these same questions. The answers were given by the guests as 
above, but that Zerubbabel arose and told the king about truth and was 
rewarded with a commission to return to Jerusalem and rebuild the Temple. 

In 1 Esdras 2: 10-15 is a most interesting account of the sacred 
treasures of the Templeo 

II ESDRAS 

The second Book of Esdras is a series of apocalyptic visions. It 
coMers periods between 66 A.D. and 270 A.D. Chapters one and two appear 
to have been written about 150 A.D. Chapters 3 - 10, about 100 A.D. 
They discuss religious and after death problems o Chapters 11 and 12 cover 
the period about the time of Emperor Domitian (Eagle Vision), Chapter 13 
(man from sea) about the time of the Jewish wars - 66 - 70 A.D., Chapter 
14 about 200 A.D. and Chapters 15 and 16 middle of 3rd Century. 

Some writers even content that Chapters 1, 2 , (2:45-48), 15 and 16 are 
Christian works. Most of us will agree that this Book is a collection of 
apocalypses of the first three centuries of the Christian Era. 

There are several translations of the Apocrypha . My family Bible, 
edition of 1881 is complete. The apocrypha portion is in the King James 
style. The translation I prefer is the one by Dr. Edgar J. Goodspeed. 
Its form is simpler and more readable. It is called "An American Trans
lation". It is the one I am using for this short lesson. 

In Esdras 4:5, the angel says unto Esdras, "Come, weigh me the weight 
of fire, or measure me a measure of wind, or call back for me the day that 
is past". Who can answer all these questions today? 

In 8: 12 - 14, Esdras asks this question of the Most High. "If then 
you lightly destroy him who was formed with such pains, at your Command, 
why was he made at all?" Mankind is still asking that question. 

While Esdras (Ezra) was in exile, during the Babylonian captivity, he 
had a series of seven visions which constitute a major portion of his work. 
He depicts the desolation of Zion, followed by the final triumph of Jud
aism; portrays the fourth world - Empire (Rome) under the figure of an 
eagle rising from t.he sea; and tells of the coming of the Messiah. ("Look 
for your Shepherd; he shall give you everlasting rest; for he is right 
at hand, that shall come in the end of the world"). 

The first vision, tells how Ezra, being in Babylon, in the 30th year 
after the destruction of the Temple, complains to God of the suffering of 
Israel, while the Pagan nations prosper. The angel, Uriel, reproves him 
for his complai~t~ and informs him that wickedness has an appointed time 
and the end will soon be announced .by definite signs. Ezra fasts seven 
days and then comes the second revelation. 

In the secoPd vision, Ezra again rails over the bitter fate of Israel. 
Again he is rebuked and promised the end of suffering is near. The angel 
enumerates the signs of the approaching end more fully. 
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In the third vision, Ezra propounds the problem in its final form; 
it contains discussions on the ele~tion of Israel and on the savings of 
the righteous. 

In the fourth vision, Ezra sees a woman weeping, and on being asked 
for the cause of her tears, she tells hiw that it is because of the loss 
of a son. He chides her for that and tells her to mourn for Jerusalem. 
The woman disappears and her place is taken by a built city. The inter
pretation is the~ offered by the angel, the wo~an is Zien, the son, the 
Temple of Solomon, ar:d the built city, the new Jerusalem. 

The fifth vision relate.;; how Ezra sees the rise of an eagle from the 
sea, with 12 wings a:td 3 heads and from these grew more wings. The eagle 
flew and ruled over the land. The ruling however, was done successively 
by each wing and head, a~d as soon as the wing had completed its time of 
ruling, it disappeared and the next wing or head stood up to rule; as the 
series of changes draws towards the end, a lion rushed forth from the 
woods, and roars at the eagle from whose body are left ~>nly two heads, 
foretelling it doom. As he roared, the entire body of the eagle was con
sumed by fire. This is the interpretation. The eagle is the Roman Empire, 
the wings and heads f the various kings and emperors, and the lion who fore
told the doom of the eagle is the Messiah. 

The sixtt, vLsion contains a description of the coming of the Messiah. 
It tells how Ezra sees a m3n rising froP1 the sea and at his sight, nations 
tremble and ri.:ish to attack him, - he ascends a mo1Jntain, and from there he 
subdues them, not by weapons, but cy the breath of his mouth. 

Multitudes tilen surrcn.:.nd him, reJoicing at his coming. It is thus 
interpreted: the man is the Messiah ard the reJoicing multitudes are the 
returning ten tribes. 

In the sever:th vision Ezra is told to prepare for his death, and 
before that to write the books of wisdom. Accordingly, he writes ninety
four books, of which he is told to publish only twenty-four. (This refers 
to the original nllIT'ber in the Old Testament.) The other seventy he was told 
to hide. These were the Apocryphal and Apocalyptic books. Ezra, with the 
aid of assistar:ts, accompJ..ishes the task assigned to h'.ur and th.is completes 
his mission in the world. 

It is quite possible that this vision is intended as an apology for 
the Apocryphal and Aposalyptic literature and endeavors to prove their 
sacred origin. 

The author of this book was probably a Pharisee, one who was careful 
of observances a d of ar. ascetic nature. The answers to the problem of 
the sufferinq Israel are as follows: 

1. God's ways are i~scrutable. 
2. Human intelligence is finite and we can not comprehend them. 
3. Evil must run its course, but God loves hiS children and the 
future Messianic age will ~olve all diffi~~lties. 

Is Lt not prophetic that this book was written in the perLod JUSt 
preceeding the Christian Era literature? 
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Ezra is shown the new Zion. John saw the New Jerusalem. Compare 
Revalations 21:10 to Ezra's vision. 

THE BOOK OF TOBIT 

The book of Tobit consists of 14 rather short chapters. It was 
written sometime between 200 and 175 B.C. and gives a fairly accurate de
scription of the Jewish people at that time, showing their ideals and 
their devotion to the Law and t..~e Temple. The introduction of angels 
and demons into the story shows the strong influence the Babylonian 
captivity had made upon them. A few hundred years later, this influence 
played an important part in the New Testament times. 

The Book of Tobit is the story of a pious Jew, whose steadfast devo
tion to alms, prayer, tithes and the observance of the LAW was, after a 
bitter experience of blindness, poverty and humilation, finally rewarded. 

The details of this book are related by Tobit. He says that he is 
the son of Tobiel, the son of Hananiel, the son of Aduel, the son of Gabael, 
of the tribe of Naphtali. 

Tobit's father had not been faithful to the faith of his fathers, but 
along with others, had often offered sacrifices to the idol Baal. Tobit 
states that many times he went alone to Jerusalem for the festivals. He 
became a very religious man in the faith of Judaism. He tithed regularly 
- that is he gave a tenth part of all he produced to the priest at Jerusa
lem. Another tenth he would sell and spend the proceeds in Jerusalem. The 
third tenth he would give to those to whom it was fitting to give. 

When Tobit became a man, he married Hannah, who was of his same tribe. 
By her he had one son whom he called Tobias. Some years later, they were 
carried into captivity to the city of Nineveh. While there, he remained 
true to his religion, never eating the food of the heathens. He felt God 
would reward him by his faithfulness. He found favor with king Shalmaneser, 
who made Tobit his buyer. He was sent on a journey to Media and while there 
deposited ten talents of silver with a man by the name of Gabael. This act 
becomes the basis for the latter part of the story of Tobit. 

The good deeds of burying the dead by Tobit was told to the king 
Sennacherib, by one of the Ninevites and Tobit had to flee for his life. 

Some time later a new king ascended t..~e throne and Tobit's nephew 
became the king's administrator. Tobit was able to return to Nineveh and 
also his wife and son. He resumed his burying of the dead that night upon 
returning home. He was so disturbed, he lay down in his courtyard looking 
upward to heaven. He did not know birds were in the trees. The birds 
droopings fell into his eyes, blinding him. Doctors could not help him. 
He could no longer work. His wife went to work. Tobit could no longer 
perform his acts of charity. He prayed to God to take him. 

In Ecbatana, a town in Media, a man by the name of Raguel had a 
daughter by the 11ame of Sarah. She had been married to seven husbands, 
and the wicked demon Asmodeus had killed them before Sarah and any 
husband had had time to live together. She prayed to God to release 
her from this demon. 
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God heard her prayers and sent the angel Raphael to cure her and 
Tobit . 

About this time, Tobit remembered the ten talents of silver he had 
deposited in Media. Be called his son Tobias and told him of the deposit 
and asked him to go to Media and get the money. As there w01.::ld be danger 
on the Journey, he told Tobias to seek out a man to go with him and he 
would pay the man wages. The man he sought was Raphael, the angel in human 
form. He told Tobias he knew the way and also that he knew Gabael. 

When they came to Raguel's house, his companion said to Tobias that 
they would stop here. He told Tobias of the daughter called Sarah and that 
he would ask her father to give her to him in marriage. He tells his com
panion that he knows about Sarah's seven marriages and as he is his father's 
only son, he does not want to take the chance of dying. Raphael tells him 
not to worry, everything will be all right. He tells Tobias what measures 
to take for his safety. 

After the marriage, when they had retired, he performed the ritual 
Raphael had instructed hi~ in. The demon smelled the smoke and disappeared 
into Egypt, where the angel Raphael bound him there. 

The next mor~ing when Raguel found Tobias still lived, he prayed to 
God and ordered a fourteen day feast.. 'I'obias then asked Raphael to take a 
servant and go to Gabael and qet the money. When the mission was accomp
lished, he returned to Tobias. 

On the return trip home, the angel said to Tobias; "Take the gall of a 
fish in your hand. I know that your father will open his eyes; so you rub 
the gall on his eyes, and he will feel the sti:-1g and will rub therr, and re
move the white film, and he will see you." 

After telling his father of his marriage and good fortune, he states 
that he should give at least half to his companion. 

Raphael tells them he is one of the seven holy angels and has been 
with Tobit in all his charitable works ar.d that God had sent him to cure 
Tobit and Sarah. They were confounded and afraid and fell upon their 
faces. Raphae] told them not to be afraid but that th8y should give thanks 
to God and write down all that had happened to them. When they arose, 
Raphael was no longer there. 

Tobit was fifty-eight years old when he lost his sight. He was blind 
for eight years. 

When Tobit had grown old, he called Tobias and the sons and grandsons 
of Tobias and requested they all leave for Media because he knew of Joi1ah's 
prophecy about Nineveh and also the destruction of Jerusalem. 

Tobit was one hundred and fifty-eight years oid when he died. Hannah 
died later and was buriP.d besides To"tit. Tobias returned with his family 
to Media and died at the age of one hundred and twenty-seven. Before he 
died, he heard of the destruction of Nin<:::veh. 

I think the story of Tobit again proves that God moves in a mysterious 
way his wonders to perform. 
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THE BOOK OF JUDITH 

The Book of Judith consists of sixteen chapters. It was probably 
written about the year 150 B.C. 

There seems to be some historical inaccuracies in this Book. The 
author states that Nebuchadnazzar ruled over the Assyrians in the city of 
Ninevah. Nebuchadnazzar was king of Babylon and was the king who destroyed 
Jerusalem and carried the Jews into the "seventy years of captivity". The 
historical value of the Book of Judith is that it gives us a picture of the 
early Pharisaic ideals. 

The Book of Judith is the story of a beautiful Jewish woman who was 
willing to sacrifice everything she possessed, body and soul, to save the 
land and her people from a very superior physical force. Only by the help 
of God and a firm belief in the spiritual power, was she able to accomplish 
that which she set out to do. 

The purpose of the story is to impress upon the people the necessity 
of strict observance of the Jewish law. Upon every occasion, Judith 
observed the fasts, feasts, food laws and ablutions insisted upon by the 
Pharisees. 

Nebuchadnazzar decided he wanted to own all the lands west of his 
country. He sent word to all these countries to join his empire, even as 
far south as Egypt. However, none of his messengers were successful. The 
various rulers did not appear to be afraid of him. They thought of him 
only as a single individual in whom they could place no trust. His mess
engers returned to him in disgrace and disappointment. 

To have his vanity thus mocked, threw Nebuc~adnazzar into a violent 
rage and he swore everlasting vengeance upon all who would resist him. 

He then called into conference all his ministers, nobles and advisors 
and told them of his plans. He placed at the head of his army Holofernes, 
a great military man, and made him second only to the king. 

He gave Holofernes orders to raise an enormous army of infantry and 
cavalry. It was said the host was so large, that "like the dust of the 
earth, they could not be counted". He instructed Holofernes to take all the 
frontiers in advance and that at a later date, he would follow. 

Holofernes destroyed everything in his path. The recounting of his 
advance is a story of terrible destruction of lives and property. He, like 
General Sherman, many centuries later could indeed have said "war is hell". 
Those who resisted were destroyed. Those who surrendered without resistance 
became Holofernes' slaves and their cities his property. Those who were 
capable of being soldiers, he pressed into lns army to swell its ranks. 

Holofernes was told before he reached the borders of Israel that the 
Israelites were prepared to fight. He called Achior, the commander of the 
Ammonite army and asked him who the Israelites were and who was their leader. 
Achior gives a detailed history of the Israelites from the days of Abraham 
to date. He tells about the God of Heaven that they worship. He states that 
as long as the Israelites obeyed God, they prospered. When they did not, 
they were punished. Achior knew the Israelites as his people had had many 
years of contact with them. He said that several years ago they had re-
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turned from captivity, cleansed their holy vessels, were rebuilding Jerusalem, 
and had defended all the mountain passes leading to it and were determined 
to defend it at all cost. 

Holofernes beca~e so outraged at Achior for suggesting that there was 
anyone greater than Nebuchadnazzar, that he ordered Achior bound and told 
his guards to turn him over to the Israelites. He told Achier that when he 
captured Bethulia, he would kill him with the Israelites. The guards 
attempting to carry Achior up the mountain to Bethulia were driven off. 
They left him bound at the foot of the mountain where he was captured by the 
Israelites. He told the Israelites of Holofernes intentions. 

In the meantime, the forces of Holofernes had captured the springs that 
furnished water to the city of Bethulia. 

When the water supply was down to one full days supply, the people of 
the town demanded of Uzziah, their leader, that he surrender. Uzziah said 
they would hold out for five more days and if God did not send them help, 
he would do as they asked. 

Judith, the widow of Manasseh, heard of this. She was a rich and beau
tiful woman. She called the leaders and told them they were wrong. That 
they were trying to be God. She reminds them that if their city is taken, 
all Judea will be taken. She then tells them of her plan to save the city. 

Judith 
clothes and 
slave girl, 

then prays for guidance. 
jewels. She prepared food 
slips out of the city gate 

She clothed herself in her finest 
and wine for herself and taking a 
at night and goes down the mountain. 

She meets the Assyrian outpost and is intercepted. They ask who she 
is and where she is going. She tells them she wants to see Holofernes and 
that she can show him how to capture the heights without losing a man. 

She is carried to Holofernes who is interested in her story. She tells 
him that the Israelites are so desperate for food and water that they are 
going to violate God's food laws and that when they do, God will deliver 
them into Holofernes hands.. Holofernes was impressed with her words and 
her beauty. 

On the fourth day, Holofernes had a banquet and invited Judith. She 
came and would only eat the food she had brought. Holofernes was delighted 
with her and began to drink a great deal of wine, more than he had ever 
drunk. The guest soon retired, leaving Judith and Holofernes alone. By now 
Holofernes was so drunk, he was insensible. Judith knew her time had come. 
Taking Holofernes sword, she asked God to give her strength to perform her 
task. She severed Holofernes head, placed it in the bag she had brought 
her food in and with her slave girl, returned to Bethulia. 

When the townspeople had assembled, she told them what had happened 
and that Holofernes head should be placed upon the wail of the city. When 
Holofernes troops would see it, they would flee. She said the soldiers of 
Israel should persue them. The next morning when the advance guard saw the 
head of Holofernes on the city walls, they sent word to the rear, Investi
gation showed it to .be t.rue dud a 1_;umple Le Luu Le folluwed and th1..1s Israel 
was saved. 
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Because Judith observed all God's laws, she came through this ordeal 
undefiled. She remained a widow the rest of her life, and died at the age 
of one hundred and five. She is one of the great heroines of Israel. 

One of Ruben's famous paintings is that of Judith exhibiting the head 
of Holofernes. 

THE ADDITIONS TO THE BOOK OF ESTHER 

I would like to refer the reader to the Book of Esther which was 
published somewhat earlier in this series, and especially to my concluding 
paragraph. "In the Apocrypha are six additional chapters of the Book of 
Esther. Very little additional information can be gained from reading 
them." I feel this is still true. 

Techinically speaking, there are more than six chapters in this 
book, as part of chapter 10 is included in Chapter 10 in the Kings James 
Version beginning with 10:4. It ends with 16:24. 

The Book was written about 150 B.C. to explain the origin of the 
festival of Purim. The Book of Esther is a romantic story of a Jewish 
girl who became the wife and queen of King Xerxes of Persia. When the 
Jews were in danger of being exterminated by the king's favorite officer, 
named Haman, she declared her nationality to the king and saved her people. 

The essential difference I find in these last six chapters is that 
Mordecai (Esther's Uncle) appears to have these dreams. Whereas, in the 
original book, he over-hears the plots. 

A very interesting thing appears in chapter 13, and that is the letter 
the king sends out to destroy the Jews. In chapter 14, we have a beautiful 
prayer by Esther for herself and her people, 

In chapter 15, Esther faints when approaching the king. This does not 
appear in the earlier chapters. It appears in her favour, for it arouses 
the pity and love of the king. 

In chapter 16, is the letter the king sends out, another letter re
voking his first, after he learns of Haman's treachery. This is a most 
interesting letter and commands that the day of deliverance of the Jews to 
be kept as a Holy day. 

THE WISDOM OF SOLOMON 

This Book consis-tsof nineteen chapters. It was originally written in 
sometime between the years 50 B.C. and 40 A.D . Some writers think it may 
have been written during the reign of Caligula (A.D. 37-41). Some authors 
contend it was written by two writers. The Jewish Encyclopedia claims it 
is the work of an Alexandrian Jew. No matter who it was written by, it 
shows a strong influence of Greek philosophy. 

Others contend this work was written for the Jews in Egyp~ to protect 
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them from the perils of -1oubt, materiali sm, ido l atry and persecution. 
This may have been one o f the reasons it was thought to have been 
written by a native of Alexandria. This Book appears to have been well 
known to various write r s of the New Testament. 

It would appear that the essential theme of this Book is to teach 
the folly of idol worship (in all forms) and the immortality of the 
human soul. 

Another lesson taught is that God is not instant and total in his 
judgments. He judges little by little and gives man another chance. He 
sends plagues and hopes man will learn. He waits a while and if there is 
no response, there are floods, or pestilences, or earthquakes. If man 
still refuse s to repent, then there must be death - such as Sodom, or 
the Tower of Babel. God gave the Egyptians several chances and they would 
not heed the words of Moses. Finally, it was the Angel of Death to take 
the first born of the Egyptians. This chance to repent. i ::: the beginning 
of Salvation. 

verse 19 of chapter three well describes the fate of some of our "way 
out" generation. 

I would like to paraphase 6:24. "The multitude of the wi s e is the 
salvation of the world, and a prudent elected official is the stability 
of his people." 

Chapter 8 extols wisdom. Part of verse 21 reads: "And that was a 
point of wisdom also to know whose gift she was." 

Chapter 11 tells how God keeps all things in balance. Verse 5 explains 
that for the Israelites, the means by which their enemies were punished 
benefited them in their time of need. 

Chapters 17 and 18 reiterate the deliverance of God's people from 
Egypt. The punishment of those who failed to heed God's laws after the 
deliverance is shown. It is made known to them that with one accord that 
they are bound by the divine law that they should alike share the same 
blessings and dangers. 
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THE BOOK OF ECCLESIASTICUS 

Ecclesiast i cus i~ the Gree k name of one Ben Si r a ch , also known as Ben
sira. He flouri s h ed about 170 B. C . His first name Simeon; in Greek he was 
called Jeshua or J e s u s. The Book is som etimes referred to as: The Wisdom 
of Jesus the Son 0f Sir ach . 

Little is kr•own concerning his life except from the facts that he lived 
in Jerusalem, belor.ged to the class of l e arned men and s c ribes; he travelled 
widely and taught his own s c hool. 

The book contains wise axioms, similiar to the Book of Proverbs. It 
lays down moral precepts, advises against extremism and advocates moderation. 
The work was translated i nto Gre e k by Sirach's grandson about 132 B.C. and 
incorporated in the Apocryph a. Th e original Hebrew text was lost for centu
ries but a manuscript covering most of the work was found in Cairo about 1896 
A.D. The complete work with tr'e missing sections was published in 1943. 

The Book of Ec c lesiastic us is the long est work in Jewish Wisdom liter
ature. It is almo s t twice as long as the Book of Proverbs . 

Sirach was prompted by the wrong-doings he wi t nessed in Jerusalem to 
write this book of pithy s a y ings applicable to the evils of the age which 
might prove of benefit t o his Judean readers. (I believe they are very 
relevant to us today ). He was familiar with the Law, the prophets and other 
instructive works. He must have been an avid reader of the Book of Proverbs 
because he imitates it's style. 

Some of the over-pious Jews o f that day condemned the use of all medical 
aid and skill. They insisted all maladies were sent from God and that he 
alone could cure them. In Chapter 38, he says that the skill of the physician 
and medicine are also the gifts of God. 

He endeavored t o c all attention to the people of their social and 
religious backslidings . He denounced the rich Greek Jews who worshipped 
Mammon. 

He declared t h at the root of all evil was the indifference of the Jews 
to their sacred Law. His aim was to reinstate it in the heart of the people. 
By various examples , he endeavore d to show that obediance to Law and to 
established rule would entail happy consequences, but that disobedience must 
lead to fatal results. (This is a lesson we all need to learn today or we 
will suffer the fate of our ancie nt brethren.) 

This Book is too long to gu into details. It is a book that should be 
read several times to be appreciated. I would like to give a few brief 
suggestions. 
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There are sume ... r,i ei: es ling thu 1ghts in C.hapcer l.5, Vt: rse::; 15 thru 26. 

Chapter 16 - Soroe reflection::> un today's children. 
Chapter 26 - Blessir1gs of a good wife. 
Chapte.r 30 - 'l'he moder.n educator wi 11 lake exception to the advice 

y1ven on how to raise children. 
Chapter 38 - .In this chapter he praisc>s the physician, the laborer, 

and the art~ficer. 

The closing pait of his buok is a grand revjew of the great men of 
Jewish religious history, ending with Simoll, the High Priest, who died in 
199 B.C. 

His last chapter in the Bouk is a prayer. This is a prayer for 
unity. 

THE BOOK OF BARUCH 

The Book of Bar Lwh is composed of six chapters. Baruch is no 
stranger to the readers of this series of articles. We met him in the 
Book of Jeremiah. Baruch was not only Jeremiah's close friend, but was also 
his faithful secretary and to him we are indebted for the faithful recording 
of Jeremiah's works. Baruch suffered with Jeremiah his trials and tribula
tions as well as his joys. 

It is thought that about 555 B.C. Baruch wrote a comprehensive his
torical work relating the events from the creation of the world and the 
commencement of Israel as a nation down to the time when Jehoiachin was 
released from prison. This collection embraced the Torah (five books of 
Moses), the Book of Joshua, the histories of the Judges, of Samuel, Saul 
and David. To these Baruch added his own redaction of the history of the 
Kings from Solomon to Jehoiachin, whose downfall he had witnessed. 

The historical works that Baruch compiled has no equal. It is simple, 
yet rich in matter; unaffected yet artistic. It was the second national 
work of the Babylonian exiles, and they not only read it with interest, 
but took it to heart, and listened to its lessons. It was copied by the 
scribes with a great deal of zest. It gave new heart to the people and 
breathed a new spirit into them. Graetz in his Hi~tory of the Jews says: 
"What Ezekiel had cormnenced, Jeremiah's disciple, Baruch, continued". 

The Book of Baruch, contained in the Apocrypha was probably written 
in Hebrew, but was preserved in Greek. The book could hardly be called a 
unit. It is written partly in prose and partly in poetry. 

The prose section relates how Baruch wrote the work in Babylon. As 
stated above, it caused such a rejuvenation among the exiles, that they 
confessed their transgressions and sent money to Jerusalem to purchase 
sacrifices for the altar. The lyrical part is a hymn to the wisdom of 
the Law, lamentations and consolation. 

The Book can be broken into 4 parts. Chapter 1: l through 3:8 is a 
praise of God, a confession of sin, and a prayer for God's mercy. The 
second pa ·:t 3: 9 - 4: 4 revives the counsel of the sages and shows that 
wisdom iE what is needed. The third part, 4:5 - 5:9 consists two odes of 
comfort and cheer. The fourth part, Chapter 6 is the "Letter of Jeremiah". 
It seeks to keep the Jews from falling into idolatry. It is said to have 
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had a strong influence on early Christ1.an thought. 

THE STORY OF SUSANNA 

The scene of this Book is in Babylon during the time of Daniel. It 
consists of only one chapter. 

There is disagreement among scholars as to whether this book was 
originally written in Hebrew or Greek. In the leading Greek manuscripts, 
the Story of Susanna is found at the beginning of the Book of Daniel. 
In the Old Testament publications, it forms part of the Apocrypha. 

The Story of Susanua is an account of two evil-minded Jewish elders 
to take advantage of a fine and virtuous woman. Susanna was the wife of 
Joakim. He was a very rich and influential man among the Israelites. 

These two men had hidden in her garden and on a very hot dry day, 
when she was bathing in her pool, they accosted her and told her that 
unless she had relations with them, they would sWt:ar they had found her 
there with a young man. She refused them and screamed. When her servants 
answered, the two men accused her of having an affair with a young man. 

She was hailed in to the local court and convicted on the testimony 
of the two witnesses. 

At that time Jewish law was such that two witnesses was all that 
was necessary to convict and swear away the life of a third. 

Susanna's trust was in God and as she was led away to be executed, 
Daniel appeared and demanded that the two witnesses be examined separately. 
They contradicted each other's statements that they rendered. Susanna 
was acquitted and released. The two elders who had borne false witness 
against her were put to death. If we had such a rule in our country today, 
it would not be so easy for the rich criminals to hire so many false 
witnesses. 

I would like to call your attention to Verse 5 of this Book: 
"Lawlessness came forth from Babylon, from elders who were judges, who 
were supposed to guide the people". We have a lot of lawlessness in our 
country, we have elders who are judges and are supposed to guide the 
people. Do you think they are performing in the best interest of the 
people? 

While the story of Susanna is short, its dramatic appeal has given 
it much fame. It points up the fact that our judicial procedures must 
constantly be brought up-to-date so that all may receive justice at the 
hands of our courts. 

No doubt the story of Susanna relates to the controversy between 
the Pharisees and the Sadducees on the subject of conspiring witnesses. 
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'IHE SuN-.; OF '.PHE 'rHHEJ:!: CHILDREN 

This book is one t U1e three add1t-l0ns made in the Greek form of the 
Book of Daniel. Lt also cc,n• :is+-s of unly one chapter. 

The Song and thE> 1,Layt;r of A.&ar i.ah ls associated wl th the deliverance 
of Daniel's thr e friends trom the fjer:~ ft .. rnace. (See Daniel 3:17-26). 

In this Book the thn,•e ctre known by treir J-Tebrew names. Almost every
one remembers the three who were cast into the fiery furnace by their 
Babylonian names. (Daniel 1:7) 

The Book consists of a Prayer: and a Hymn 0£ Thanksgiving. The Prayer 
reflects the dark days pr:ior t.o the Maccabean uprising. (About 170 B.C.) 
The Hymn reflects the triumph of the Maccabees. (About 150 B.C.) The hymn, 
starting with verse 29 is a very beautiful praise to God. 

'l'HE STORY OE· BLL & THE DRAGON 

This book is the third of the additions to the Book of Daniel. 

Bel was the name ot the Babylonian deity. The name is related to the 

Phoenician word Baal. 

The setting of this story is during the reign of Cyrus, the Persian 
King who had succeeded to the kingdom of Babylon. He and Daniel were 

close friends. 

flour 
Bel. 

It was the custom to bestow on this idol twelve bushels of fine 
and forty sheep and fifty gallons of wine every day. Cyrus worshipped 
Daniel worshipped his own God. 

When Cyrus asked Daniel why he did not worship Bel, Daniel replied: 
"Because I do not revEcre artificial idols, but the living God" . 

Cyrus then said: "Do you not think that Bel is a living God? Do you 
not see how much he eats and drinks every day?" 

When Daniel laughed, the king became very angry and called the priest 
of Bel and told them what Daniel had said. The priest asked the king to 
place the food and wine as usual in the temple and then seal the doors on 
the outside. They then departed. Daniel had his servants scatter ashes 
all over the floor with the King as a witness. The priest had a secret 
passage under the table by which they and their families entered and con
sumed the food. When the king entered the temple the following morning, 
he found the food gone and the footprints of the priest and their families 
on the floor. He knew their duplicity and executed them. 

There was also a serpent in the Temple that the king worshiped . He 
told Daniel that he could not deny this was a "living God". Daniel told 
the king that he would kill the serpent without sword or stick. He cooked 
a mixture of pitch, fat and hair and fed it to the serpent. When the 
serpent had eaten, he burst open and died. Daniel said: "See the object 

of your worship?" 
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When the pc)ple heard this, they became very angry and demanded Daniel 
be given up to them. You may read the story of Daniel in the lions den in 
the Book of DaLiel. 

This Book, written about 100 B.C., was for the purpose of ridiculing 
idolatry. 

THE PRAYER OF MANASSEH 

This small book consis~s of one short chapter and so short that the 
verses are not even numbered. It is a fine prayer of penitence and has 
the flavor of the Pharisees. It is thought to have been written in Greek 
sometime between 150 and 50 B.C. It was later identified with the prayer 
said in II Chronicles 33: 12-13. 

This prayer is attributed to Manasseh, king of Judah, while captive 
in Babylon. It praises God's compassion for the repentant, with whom the 
petitioner begs to be numbered. 

To know the possible reason for this prayer, we should understand 
some of the background of the person to whom it is attributed. 

Manasseh became king of Judah 692-638 B.C. He succeeded his father 
Hezekiah when he was only 12 years old, and is depicted in the Bible as 
one of the worst of the Jewish Kings. He cancelled his father's reforms, 
reintroduced pagan practices and so shocked the faithful that the destruction 
of the Temple was attributed to his wickedness. (II Kings 21:11-17) 

When Manasseh died, he was not buried in the city of David, as his 
predecessors had been, but in the garden of Uzza, attached to the royal 
palace in the suburb of Milla. He had selected this spot for himself, 
and thereby tacitly acknowledged himself unworthy to rest with his forebears. 

I am intrigued with this line of his prayer: "Do not destroy me in the 
midst of my transgression!" If God destroyed in the midst of transgression, 
what chance would we have to repent? 
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THE BOOK OF THE BOOKS 
by Clarence H. Cohen, P.G.M. 

M• .i.l>c•r Edu,· at ional & Historical Comrnis~ ~on 

I\; RODC'2TTON TO THE BOOKS OF THE MACCABEES 

'Irt' p1..~ 1 ; ied Apocrypha contains only 1st and 2r d Moc abees. 

Trei (• an• two other Books of the Maccabees k•1own in Jewish literature. 
3rd Maccabees 'u u~conrected with the Hasmoneans, (the fam1l' of the Maccabees), 
it describes the ulle~ed persecution of the Jews by Pto'emy IV Prilopator of 
Egypt. Some sd ola.rs date this work about the beginninq o~ the Christian Era. 
Others believ8 it records the c ~nts in Egypt under Caligula. 4th Maccabees is 
a philosophical essay on the power of reason over the paE iors. 

Our JiJ ussions in these series will deal o~ly w1t1' the two Books 
contained in tnP Apocryp'1a. 

The Events pr t'Ceeding the uprising of the .., ews t,;ndPr the Maccabees 
should be known in order to understand why they revolted and Lhc results it 
was to have on 1E'l1Pic! ions yet unborn. 

For ~ary years before the advent of the Maccabees, tne Greeks 
controlled this par cf the world and were attemptin'] to t'ell••nize all people 
and all ways Gf life They had succeeded to some exten• wi•r a certain faction 
of the people of Jucic_i. Many had adopted Greek dress, accepted the ways of life 
of the Greeks and ,_heir language. They were opposed by 't'lE flas dim (rious). 

Tht.•re. ,w appeared on the scene the principal c.:.1..irac• E::r who set in 
motion the 8Ven 5 f t rYdVE' impetus to the rise Of the t-!asrror l'an family to 
an immortal place i· Jewish history . His name is Antiochus Epiphanes. Graetz , 
in his History of ~l e Jews, describes him as follows: "He belonged to a class 
of men who have a '3"ublE' nature . He was a mixture of malice. and noble impulses; 
he was cunnirq a1.d calculating, yet capricous, petty in great enterprises , and 
great in trivialLties. :ris contemporaries even could not c'lt~.0.1 his character , 
nor understand whE.>ther a naturally crippled intellect. or sinu1c1t .._on was the 
cause of the absurd' ties by which he made himself rid;culous in the eyes of 
the people. HP SP reel to covet the name of "Epimanes, or t nE Madman". His 
persecution of PP, ews, if one believed in reincar'1a,ion, W'">L.ld make you 
wonder if f• it l0r W< rp t 1:0 reincarnation of Antiochus. 

his defLleme~t of the Temple 
given rise to a most important holiday 
the Feast of Lich•s or Re-dedication. 
Kislev (coirciJ1nr w::_rh ~ov.-Dec.) 

and his defeat by J1..dac. Mac..cabaeus has 
in Judasim - the celPl:rat1on of Hanukkah , 
It is celebrat d or, t lE 2Sth day of 

WLen ~:.f. '" -nplE was cleansed and rededicatf'd, 1t was "'oJnd that only 
enough oil was rm ~ana for one night. By a miracle, it b_Yrf'd for eight nights. 
It is not pass; r J ~ t ·...1r f_ that Christmas is celebratE'd ':lr +hr> ~C..th of December 
and that thE' ,....!'lr is rks liqbts form such an importa'lt pct t >f t l s celebration? 
The symbolism of cl(c..nS1'1q and rededication of botl. Ph.br,-,t ~o'1s is so similar. 
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Page 2 

IN rRODUl ION TO THE BOOKS OF THE MN C AB I -, 

One of t lE' rE:dsons for so much of the sla.J + ' 'INS Up 

E'd o r dt this period wa~ their refusal to wage war on the Sabndt'1. 
day , they wen sla· r ke so many helpless sheep . Tht. Ha rr 

two important pain s . (l) They abolished the prohib~t ior cf 
the Sabbath and (2) lhE'y qavE' ll lhe liberation movemtn+- i s' 
2 : 39-41) 

f'l' lffc.>c.t d 
t Jeff.I'S(' 0'1 
c. !er . <L Mace . 

Judah's army was quite different from that of the SyriilnS . Judah ' s 
army was never a prrfessional force; in periods of peacE. ~te 
to their villagf:'s and resumed their vocations . 

>ld1f:'rs returned 

I would l • ke to direC"t the readers attentior to t hE fat t that he ,e 
events occured less t:1an two nu.1dred years before tnE' Chr s+- un Era nd tht' 
take over and dominat•or of the world by Rome . The pr prP s ana reliqio.JS 
leaders of 1sra8l wf.'rE' becorring enamored with the "Me::; a'1 c" ·d a . 'T'rcy 
preached far awl w· dE' it wo.Jld soon happen . Every Passov -r t E' .., w Ll)r)kS 

forward to the fact that this year it may happen Jesu" ara n s [11 iple> 
were hoping tn1s would OC" ·•1r when they celebrated the "La,+ ;:,ui:.p r" 

Let us 1ow advanre the tlock two thousand years a"! 'Jarp evf>nf-s . 

The TE'mplE >f HJ.:riani<:y had been desecrated, t'1e rE.1 car11at-1 Jr of 
Antiochus t.ad appeared in the form of Hitler . (Tt e Mad Md. i l • A t r i time 
the Temple was "E' ,tort'u and after many delays the Stat o I<, l a';)aLr 
became a reality . Many riations said they would destroy h ~ tli.e :::,aPle 

ones who would dE> roy them during he days of the Mac abc.>E< . 

Leaders . im1 lar to the Maccabees arose and u1 <, x d 1 
their enemies to flight in one of the greatest mil 'tary tl'. ump 
They had no professional army and when the fighting w1s C>VEr, 
to their vocations, still alert for signs of danger . 

··"Y p•1+-

i. n history. 
1ey returnea 

They 11.avf:' taken a barren land and made a ~arad' f> 
For the first time ln h~story, all the great religions hat 
as its fou'1 Hnhead have a guaranteed stabi l ity of it':::; pLy 

T11ey ,dl 1 >ok f" JrwarJ to the "Messianic A II 

missed the forest for ~ 1€.' t reec,_ The "Messiah " lci P'At t L l 

Fatherhood of God and the Brotherhood of Man . Jerusulem 
that direct ion. rt ' s name mears the "p l ace of PeacE" . 

d Wl Lderrn:.•ss" 
c lcl m JE'r i. dlem 
1 ·a 1 I ::>SE'SS 1or. 

w have 
r-ra.ct c tl c.> 

rn t i p nt 
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THE BC,OKS OF THE BOOK 
By c iarence H. Cohen P . ( •• M. 

MemJ:.,Er Educal-ion & H1stor1cal C'omr.-:. 

fHE APC<. _ 'IA 

Hl.E FIRST BOOJ< OF THE MAC'C'ABt~U, 

The F''r"'r Bc.ok of tne Maccabees cons1sts r,f 'X hJ.IIEr,, . It 

covers a period in history from about 17S to 132 B. L . • 

Bible scholar::. are generally in agreemenr tha+- 1 ~ "1.tC' ab(ec> has a 
sound basis in hist')r1,al fact . It is essentially a true de. our.t of 'Jne of 
the most critical periods in Jewish history . 

This Book records the ~truqcle of the Jews t wiri 1 dEpenderce 
from the Hellen:stic pract Ct'ci SO rtVOlting to •re JEwl r >f'>' PrC.E. 't Wct.., 

a great event for all ma.,..O(·nd. As a result of tht• hPro·,.,rr ,f •n1 bravE.. band 
of zealous men, thE..: c.ause Jf JJdaism was saved and a- c.t rE u"r t0 dest 1 ny of 
two great religious fa~tl'1s wen:_ de•crm1ned . For <>J of'" 1;:;: bctVl ·l (li Judaism 
came the well spr1n~s of rhr1stia1:ty and Islam . 

In C'hapt E..r l st o.rtinq w1 tr vt.rse 20, we seP h >w Ar1t 1c>r·h 1·; ::-;tarted 
spoiling the Temple a'1d ther the people . Those who wt E> we...ik Lil hE faith 
of Judaism he C;aUSE'd to commit abom1nat:ions in the S~-Jnt of •h· Halwart . 
He destroyed the wall~ and dwellings and built a. strcnq 1'1DEr c ty f1lled 
wi th many s0Ld1ers arJ prrv1sic.ris a.rd a place of areat w1 ·,H 

C1'apU•r 2 tells ot a pr1E.sl ,f a small triwr 1.ll l M• L arc1 nis 
five sons . Whe1 Arr1·io,hus ,)fl'::.c.Pr<:; 2.f!peared in Modi• nc.. d "Th'1..iHi •rat i-re 
people make paga1 sacrLfiCE .. Mattatl.1as refused and 1P c. Jtr , EW "ht• k:rq ' s 
commissioner and cr::.ed: "Whosoever is zealous of the 1 iW c.trh· mct.• ra rcth t'.1e 
covenant, let him follow me" . (ist Mace . 2 : 27 . Se~ ai. > ~-Htt . 16:24). Tt 
was necessary for Mattath1as and his :-;ons to flee V> t lE m• 1ir a.P.., f)r safety . 
Many followed and they formed ar1 army and harrassed th ,.r JOp, )f A'1" ichus . 

Mat tathias soon d f"d ar d hE made his sor s ple..i JE +- o E c. t .;i..dan a<, 

commander . He was a ra~ural iYrr m1l1tary leader . HP 1 r r·r.-d Jrc.a+- C'onfi
dence among •Le pel.f:Jlt.•. He bt.''"..lmE so f~erce 1'1 his cltt hk, ",t L' was 
called the "HammE'r0r", bEcau 0 of hi~ sledgehanuner 
Antiochus. (see c:ha.pttr b for his qreat vic~ory). 
Judah was "a warrior .,;uch as thE. tousP of l,,rael h 
time of Dav d and Joab" . 

1 >w<, a a::. ·st 
• t- 1d'-> E f '1 '-'d l d t .. d 1:. 

d r i• k · w' 

About th1"' time An iochus died and was ~ucdc ]( 1 ~v i 
was soon slair by DE..mE..tr· us, whr i'1 lL rn became ki1 q . 
wicked Alcimus .1.:.qh pri• st . JJd..lh de.-termined to iet rt I >' w. 
appealed ro •he I< l'HJ w c1 SP'l .. a irec.tt force aqa1n. Judu.h . u cl i 

them and the C'luntry was a pt>ac.E frn a. while . 

"' )I 1 w·h 
m<.lc!E t-hE 

Al mus 
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It was about this time that Judah heard o~ L1e :_ireat victories that 
Rome had been scoring. He sent two ~~V~J"' to Rome t0 mdke a trtaty with them . 
(see chapter 8) 

In chapter 9 we read of the death of Judas Mac~db~<. ~his was a 
great blow to the Jews. Alcimus led the wicked and ~t looked al~ost like the 
end for the Jews. Jonathan and Simon, two of Juda~'s brothers, gathered an 
army and defeated the forces of Alcimus and Baccaides. For a whLle peace 
reigned in Israel. 

The tides of war seemed to ebb and flow. In chapter 12 Jonathan 
again sends envoys to Rome . The Romans favored them . Also recorded here is 
the trea chery of Tryphon and the death of Jonathan. 

Simon was elected to succeed his brother Jonathan. Simon was 
renowned for his good deeds and the land of Judea was qui£t -i=or tre balance 
of his days . 

In Chapter 15 starting with verse 15 is an interestLng statement. 
The Romans sent letters to kings and countries praising the Jews calling 
them " our friends and confederates". How they changed in about one hundred 
years . 

Chapter 16 deals with treachery and the death of S~mon . 

the whole of the lst Book of U-.e Maccabees is a story o-i= intrigue 
battles . It was a constant struggle for survival ot Judaism bo~t. 
and from without 

It seems 
and bloody 
from within 

Recorded in 1st Maccabees, for the first time ~'1 JPwish histo!y, 
is the merging of high priesthood with the political heaa of Stat£. Simon 
occupied both positions. In the years to come the Rabbis would regret ir. 
Al l mankind would come to know that unless we have a separation of church 
and state , we have neither political or religious freedom. 
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'I 1-. E BUOYS OF THE B()OK 
By Cl&YE.'1Ce H. Cohen , P . r..M. 

Member Educ.at1n'1aL and Hist or cal C >IlT' , ;; >'1 

THE APOCRYPHA 

I~ "11\CCABEES 

The second book of Maccab~es consists of f1ft ~n lnapttr, It might 
be called a retold tale as it re Lt•'' t~e events c.o"l'ULnEJ in 1st Mac.cabees . 
It is written by a different author ,rnd condensed by t1~l l t.11rd au.t11or . It 
is somewhat like he Gospels . ThE> story about tne s..imt' E V•'n'" ,, tiut SPen from 
the eyes of four different persons. There is really rothinc1 wrong in this as 
we get a well rounded story and events that one autn,Jr ray hctVt .nissed .LS 
furnished by another . 

Most bible writers are aqreed that 2nd Mc tlLee, ~u, written by one 
Jason of Cyrer.e, about wbom 11 t t Le s known . We do ,.. ct knc w the name 0f the 
wr iter of 2nd Maccabees as contain~J in the Apocryphc In chapter 2. verse 
23 , the author says: "All tbese tnL•,gs, 1 say, b~inc df dr d by C-ason of 
Cyrene in five books , we w'll E.Ssay to abridge in o"le V'>L.I .. t'" . 

I I Maccabees omits some of the events recorded r i Maccabees . 
2nd Maccabees does not record the death of Judat tht: Mac dbP.e nd ends with 
an account of the victory of Judah over Nicanor . I"l L'e cln it describes the 
events of tbe Maccabern upris.:.ng, a period of fiftee>n 't ..ir.,, fr<!"', 175 tc, lbO 
B.C . The book i l >d wLt'1 stoi es 'Jf martyrdor.i, cmJ lea.de 1.-, t.l:.r i.ah t:he 
heroic struggle of t11e Jews a iainst d pagan force . Tri .,t.ru..:i 1 E was a 
potent factor Lr forrr.-:.nq <:11e c'1cl'"dcter of the JE:w1sr r _ pl rid bds e""!J.blecl 
many to face pC'rsecution with couraqc . (It seems tn. iu< llwctyc bee. the lot 
of the Jewish people . When Cod nPedE·d to prepare thE'm f r <l cifcperdtC' struggle 
it was necessary for them to undergo such pr1vat1on~) . 

The Book starts off with a letter to the uE'~S in &ypt telling them 
of the death of Antiochus and now greatful to God tL»y c 10uld be and that t~1ey 

should observe the feasts . 

Chapter seven is a description of t.he unust.a: c t!tci Jt of .:: mother 
and her seven sons who prefered deatr to violat ~on of r U'"'J- ~) God . 

c:1apter 9:4 Antoicb·1s scud: "That he wo...i >m > .;t -...isdlf!l'l, ar.d 
make it a C".ommon buryin1 plac:t' 0f t-rP Jews " o Ot.h._>r tJ.y-' trcl.V• <ce1d t'1e .,a.me 
in other ages and all 11ave bPEn tr<at 'd and all rdVl ut lr •dell'!, t,, 
that described in 9 : S . 

':'his is the end >f hE Aprr-rypha. CUBA FAMILY ARCHIVES



When I started tr1s seres of the "Books ft lE floc,k" five yea1s ago 
it was to write the first f1vF books of the Old 1estamen+. The many requests 
the editor of the Masonic Me;se~ger received, requec i~q ~ore was the encourage
ment for me to continue these articles. 

In all, I have wr1 tter. or. all the booi<s of t F Old "estament, The 
Four Gospels and the books o The Apocrypha . It bas bt en a m'l , .. r ewa,...ding 
experience for me. To t..1et:1ousands ofMasons and la:.:ttts wno 11ave told me 
how much they have enjoyed thes0 articles in the Mes~e~qer, ~o my thanks. 

The Educational and Historical Commiss::.on o~ +he C~rand Lodge of 
Georgia is going to publish the entire series in book form. For those who 
have written me requesting the entire series, you may get the book by contacting 
the Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of Georgia. 

No finer complimer.t could be paid to me tha 1 +bc...t ..it tl-ie hundreds 
of Sunday School teachers who have told me they havE' usEd thE'!:;e articles in 
preparing Sunday School lessons. 

I want to close by quoting verses 38 and 3CJ of chapter l'.:i. They 
are the last two verses of U.e Apocrypha . 

38. "And if I have done well, and as is fitt inu +-he s 0ry, it 
is tl'at which I desired: but if slende ly ind meanly, l t 

is that wnLc.i I (Ould attain unt...i." 

39. "For as Lt , s hurtful to drink wir.e or wa t Y .1 me; and as 
wine mirgled w1t'1 wa+-er is pleasanr, c:i.rJ cl< l rt +-}: +-be 
tastP, ever' so peech finely framed de. l t•th tnt. ears of 

them that rectd t ie tory. And here s11ct 11 be cu erd." 

ClarE 1 c E I . C )hen 

l 
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THE BOOKS OF THE BOOK 

THE GOSPELS 

The four Gospels are the f irst four books of the New Testament. They 
relate to the life and teachings of Jesus. 

The first three books (Matthew, Mark and Luke) are c alled the Synoptic 
Gospels and deal with the narrative material from similiar viewpoints; 
Mark is regarded as the most authentic while the fourth book, John, is the 
latest. 

The Synoptic Gospels present a synopsis or general view of the same 
series of events. In St. John's Gospel, the narrative and discourses are 
different. The Synoptic Gospels present more of the human side of Christ's 
life, St. John's Gospel more of the Divine . 

The Gospels throw much light on Palestinian Jewish conditions in 1st 
Century A.D. 

The word gospel comes from Greek as godspell, and means good tidings 
or good news. A narrative of the birth, life, actions and doctrines of 
Jesus Christ. The word "gospe l" has become an integral part of our common 
language~ when we desire to emphasize something, we refer to it as the 
"gospel truth." 

ST. MATTHEW 

The Gospel according to St. Matthew appears to have been recorded by 
himself. He was previously a publican, or collector of taxes, at Capernaum, 
and his name, according to Mark and Luke, was Levi, son of Alphaeus. It is 
uncertain whether the Evangeli s t bore two names originally, or took that of 
Matthew when he relinquished hi s previous occupation. Little is known of 
his after life; he is said to have preached the gospel in Macedonia, Greece 
and Tehiopia, and to have died at an advanced age. 

He seems to have kept an accurate record of Jesus•s public discourses, 
which he relates far more full y than the other Evangelists; such as, the 
Sermon on the Mount, several parables, the discourses of John the Baptist, 
the denunciations against the Pharisees, and the prophecies concerning the 
destruction of Jerusalem and the second advent. These discourses form the 
most important portion of the Gospel; to which the narrative is generally 
subordinate, presenting more briefly, the substance of fuller accounts in 
the other Gospels, especially that of Mark. This accounts for some strik
ing deviations from the chronological sequence of events observed by the 
other Evangelists. 

This Gospel is remarkable for its frequent citations from -che Old 
Testament, especially the Messianic prophecies. It appears that he wanted 
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to prove to his countrymen, in the first place, that Christianity was the 
perfect development of Judaism, and that the announcements on which the 
national hopes of a deliverer rested were fulfilled in Jesus, as foretold 
in their Scriptureso At the same time he is careful to show that this ful
fillment included the conversion of the Gentiles and the communication of 
all religious blessings and privileges to the whole race of man. 

The date of publication, of this Gospel, is not certain: the narrative 
has expressions which indicate an interval of some years after the re
surrection; but there appears to be no doubt that the entire Gospel was 
published long before the overthrow of the Temple and final dispersion of 
the Jewish nationo Irenaeous states that St. Matthew published his Gospel 
while St. Peter and St. Paul were founding the Church at Rome. 

The contents of the First Gospel is as follows: 

1. The Nativity (Chapters 1 - 2) 
2. Preparation for the Ministry (Chapters 3 - 4:11) 
3. The Galilean Ministry (Chapters 4:12 - 15:20) 
4. Ministry in the neighborhood of Galilee (Chapters 15:21 - 18:35) 
5. Journey to Jerusalem (Chapters 19 - 20:34) 
6. The Last week in Jerusalem (Chapters 21 - 28:10) 
7. The Appearance 

I have a few references I would like to call your attention to: 

Read Matthew 3:3 (compare with Isa. 40:3) and Matthew 5:17 - 18. Of 
the four Gospels only Matthew mentions the word "church" and then in only 
two passages (Matthew 16:18; 18:17). It would seem from Matthew 18:19, He 
gave the other discipJ.es the same power in the "Church" He did to Peter in 
Matthew 16:19. 

The writer of Matthew had groupings of three, five and seven. In 
Matthew 6: 1-18, occur three examples of ways in which one should avoid 
outward parade in religious life. There are three temptations of Jesus 
(Matthew 4: 1-11), three prayers in Gethsemane (Matthew 26:39-44) and 
three denials by Peter (Matthew 26: 69-75). 

There are five great discourses in which most of the teachings of 
Jesus is gathered: Sermon on the Mount (Chapters 5 to 7), the Charge to 
the Twelve Apostles (chapter 10), the Parables concerning the Kingdom 
(Chapter 13), the Teaching Concerning Greatness and Forgiveness (Chapter 
18), the Teaching concerning the End of the Age (Chapter 24 & 25.) 

There are seven parables in Chapter 13 and seven woes against the 
Scribes and Pharisees in Matthew Chapter 23. 

GOSPEL OF ST. MARK 

This is the second book Qn the Synoptic Gospels. 

Markswas not like Matthew and John, an Apostle of Jesus, but he had 
the advantage of the friendship and knowledge of Peter, who called him son. 
Peter was probably responsible for the conversion of Mark to the Christian 
faith. 
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He also knew other well known Christian leaders. He was a cousin of 
Barnabas. When Barnabas and Paul went to Antioch, they took Mark with 
them. (Acts 12: 25) 

Mark's Hebrew name was John. He must have adopted t11e surname of 
Mark when he left Judea to preach the gospel in foreign countries. This 
was a custom among Jews, to adopt a name more familiar to the Gentiles. 

The Gospel itself does not say who wrote it, nor does it state when, 
where or why it was written. The ancient and trustworthy tradition is that 
Mark wrote it after Peter had been put to death, in a persecution of the 
Christians at Rome by the emperor Nero. He saw the need for replacing the 
oral teachings of the Apostles by a written record of what Jesus had done 
and said. This places the writing at Rome about 65 to 70 A.D. 

Mark was a Christian teacher. He was anxious to win as many as 
possible to his faith. He also wanted to instruct poorly informed Christ
ians and give all believers, e s pecially the leaders, a written record to 
use in the work of the Church. 

The unified story of the last days of Jesus' life, is more detailed in 
Mark than in the rest of the Gospels (Mark 4:1 to 16:8). His main source 
of information was the oral teac hing of great Christian leaders he knew. 

Mark kept his eyes fixed steadily on the preaching message of the 
Church. His story was used to arouse men to faith. This was the story 
he told as well. 

Mark begins his Gospel with the ministry of John the Baptist and the 
baptism of Jesus, and ends with the resurrection. 

Notable features of Mark' s Gospel: 

1. It tells a compact and effective story. 
2. A simple and clear outline. 
3. The independence, courage, and power that Jesus showed in 

His ministry. 
4. The constant concern of Jesus for human needs, His interest 

was in people. 

I suggest you note Mark 2:27 and compare 
5:14. Read Mark 11: 25, 26 and hope you can. 
students good to study Mark 8:12 and then get 
which they have come to college. 

LUKE 

with Exed. 23:12 and Deut. 
It ' would do our college 

on with the purpose for 

The Gospel according to St. Luke is the third and last of the Synoptic 
Gospels. 

Luke is known as the "Beloved Physician". He was a companion of Paul 
and in Col. 4:14, Paul refers to him as above. 

Some authors refer to Luke as a Gentile Christian. In my old family 
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Bible (90 yrs old) one of the authors states that Luke was descended from 
Gentile parents, and in his youth embraced Judaism, from which he was con
verted to Christianity. The Hebraic - Greek style of writing and the 
accurate knowledge of Jewish doctrines, ceremonies and usages, which chara
cterize him in his Gospels and in the Acts of the Apostles give evidence of 
the author being a Jew. 

Luke's Gospel has been divided into five divisions: 

1. Birth of Christ, with the circumstances that preceded, attended 
and followed it (Chapters 1:2 - 1~40). 

2. Christ's infancy and youth (Chapters 2: 41-52). 
3. Preaching of John and baptism and genealogy of Christ (Chapter 3). 
4. Discourses, miracles and actions of Christ during his Ministry. 

(Chapters 4, 9:50). 
5. Christ's last journey to Jerusalem; his passion, death, resurrect

ion and ascension (Chapters 9: 51-62; lO:through 24). 

The Gospel of Luke was written sometime between 80 and 85 A.D. Luke 
had not been a companion of Jesus. He could not speak as an eyewitness, 
his purpose was to tell clearly, accurately, and in order the story that 
eyewitnesses had delivered to the Church. 

Great emphasis is placed on the attention paid by Luke to social rela
tionships, especially those between the wealthy and the poor. Let us con
trast the first Beatitudes as given in Matthew and Luke. 

Matthew 5:3 
How blest are those who know that 
they are poor; the kingdom of 
Heaven is theirs. 

Luke 6:20 
Then turning to his disciples, 
he began to speak: "How blest 
are you who are poor; the king
dom of God is yours." 

To the Beatitudes of Matthew, Luke has a list of woes - 6:24-26. Luke 
also emphasizes the gracious attitude of Jesus to the outcast and the sinner. 
Luke includes in Jesus' mercy the Samaritans who had no dealings with the 
Jews. 

I believe that in Luke 23: 32-34, that we find something that does not 
appear in the other Gospels. "Father Forgive them; they do not know what 
they are doing". 

Luke pays special attention to women. In those days, women did not 
have the rights of the modern woman and especially those given to women 
today in the United States. For references see Chapters 7, 8, 10, 13, 15 
and 18. 

Luke's Gospel has been revered for its concern for all people. "All 
flesh are to see the salvation of God." (3:6) I do not believe that there 
are parallel passages in Mark and Matthew. In Luke 13:29 he adds to 
Matthew's "east and west", the phrase "and from north and south". 

The three Gospels have presented three pictures of Jesus. Mark sees 
Him through the glare of Nero's persecution and presents Him as the suffering 
leader of Christians under going fiery trial in first century Rome. 
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Matthew sets Jesus fcrth as the One who fulfills the hope of Judaism so 
as to win the allegiance of Israel - a sort of new Moses to challange the 
Gentile world. The picture presented by Luke is that of a gentle, warm, 
humane and "human" Saviour of the Gentiles, even as He retains His glory. 
This, I believ~ is the most accepted picture of today . 

The question may be asked - which picture is correct? Let us also 
ask the question - if there had been only one Gospel, how many aspects of 
Jesus' ministry would have been lost to us? I think the three Gospels 
supplement each other and give us a clearer picture of Jesus. The three 
writers shared a common theme, and a common experience. By living with 
the three Gospels, we may discover that Jesus comes to be more and more 
recognizable as the same in all three. 

S'l'. JOHN 

The Gospel of St. John is the last of the four Gospels. It is pre
sumed to have been written by St. John about 85 or 90 A.D. That he was a 
companion of Jesus is certain and therefore could speak from eye witness 
accounts. John was the son of Zebedee, a fisherman of the town of Bethsaida 
and the younger brother of James, the elder. 

Ecclesiastical history informs us that after the death of Mary, the 
mother of Jesus, John proceeded to Asia Minor, where he founded and pre
sided over seven Churches in as many c ities, but resided chiefly at 
Ephesus. From thence he was banished to the Isle of Patmos where he wrote 
his Revelations. (Rev. 1:9). On his liberation from exile, he wrote his 
Gospel and Epistles, and died in the hundredth year of his life. 

John's Gospel consist of twenty-one chapters. Some historians feel 
that chapter twenty should conclude this Gospel and that chapter twenty
one was added after his death. Yet in John 21:24, states he is a disciple 
and knows his testimony to be true. 

The Fourth Gospel differs somewhat from the Synoptics. 

First John opens differently. 
birth in Bethlehem, as Mark begins 
of Jesus in the light of eternity, 
was the word." 

Matthew and Luke begin with Jesus' 
at Jordan. John sees the whole story 
begins it in heaven. "In the beginning 

Secondly the first three Gospels all record that Jesus wrought mightly 
works and miracles. John records seven but calls them "signs". He takes 
pains to bring out the deeper meanings. 

One of the greatest difference in John's Gospel and the Synoptics is 
the account of the Last Supper. In the Synoptics, we learn little beyond 
the fact that they held their Last Supper together. In John Chapters 13-
17, we hear Jesus speaking on his own. In the fourteenth chapter, the first 
half of verse one should comfort many. In chapter seventeen, the disciples 
receive a prayer such as is not recorded for them elsewhere. In chapter 
thirteen, emphasis is placed on the washing of the feet. 
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John attempts to show Jesus beyond the physical sense. He shows him 
in a spiritual and divine sense. 

Many writers have agreed that no book in the Bible has influenced the 
life and faith of Christians like John's Gospel. 

John's Gospel also omits many important things that the other three 
Gospels contain. Many incidents of Jesus' life and teachings he does not 
take time to report. He centers his attention from the start on the heart 
of the Christian message. He selects the events and teachings best fitted 
to make his message clear. He chose those events which would best achieve 
his purpose, which was to tell who Jesus was, what man should therefore 
do, and what the results of man's re.sponse will be. 

John generally avoids parables, in favor of allegories, and introduces 
long discourses where the Synoptics have none. It has been said that only 
about eight per cent of John's Gospel has any parallel in the other three. 
Almost all of the first seventeen chapters is new material. 

The style of John is different from the other three. In the Fourth 
Gospel, the ministry lasted about three years; in the Synoptics about one 
year. In the Gospel of John, Jerusalem is mentioned often from chapter 
two onward. In the Synoptics, Jesus visits it only in the last week of 
his ministry. 

The word "truth" appears twenty-five times in John. In Matthew once. 
In Mark and Luke three times. 
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