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IN THE PAST .. . We Built 

A hundred and twenty years ago, Augusta Jewry consisted of five families. Yet 
this group inaugurated a religious school for the training of Jewish children in 
the faith of their fathers, and thereby laid the foundation for "Congregation 

Children of Israel". 

In the next year, 1846, for the first time, Jewish residents of Augusta and sur
rounding towns gathered to worship for Rosh Hashonah and Yorn Kippur. In 1849, 
our forefathers established a permanent congregation, B'nai Israel. Occupying 
rented quarters at Greene and Jackson Streets, the congregation grew slowly. Plans 
for the building of a synagogue were prepared, but it was not until after the Civil 
\\'ar in 1869, that the now Forty-One members went ahead with these plans. The 
cornerstone for the new Temple, dedicated by Rabbi Isaac Mayer \\'ise, American 
Founder of Reform Judaism, was laid at 525 Telfair Street. \\'ith expanded facil
ities, the congregation flourished with religious, adult, and youth education 

programs. 

Throughout our history, members of Congregation Children of Israel have dedicated 
themselves to discharging congregational and communal responsibilities with matur
ity and devotion. For more than three-quarters of a century, the classic Temple on 
Telfair Street served the Congregation. In 1949, due to an expanding membership and 
the gradual drift of our population to the "Hill", we erected our present structure. 

Our Temple is a fine tribute to the spiritual and material dedication of our leaders 
over the years whose efforts have brought us to the present state of growth. While 
we glory in the past and in our traditions, we must not neglect the visions of an 
even greater future. In the freedom of this blessed land, ours is the privilege to 
carry on brave and courageous traditions. Now, today, there is an urgent need for 
us to move forward and to provide adequate facilities for ourselves and our children 
to enhance our concept of liberal American .Judaism both in harmony with our 
American culture and faithful to the honored traditions of Israel. 
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"And it shall be an everlasting inheritance 
from thee unto thy children". 

NOTHING ENDURES BUT HONOR .. . no man or woman can earn greater 
honor than by preserving those values which make for the good life. "In loving 
memory of our parents ... ", "In honor of our children ... ", "Dedicated by ... ", or 
"the ... School, or ... Social Hall". What better place may be chosen than a house 
built to the glory of God to perpetuate the honor of a family name, to pay tribute 
to the good works of an individual, or to express love and affection for our dear 
departed? 

Our new complete Temple will contain many splendid opportunities for Living 
Tributes and Memorials in both our rebuilt school building and our New Sanctuary
Social Hall. Dedication values have been established not upon actual cost but rather 
upon desirability. All Living Tributes and Memorials will be perpetuated by suit
ably inscribed plaques placed in locations designated by the Dedications Committee 
in consultation with our architect. 
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MEMORIALS 

"For Thou wilt light my candle: 
the Lord my God 

will enlighten my darkness". 

School Building ....... . ............ . ....... . ..... . ....... . ....... S 
Social Hall .......... . . . ......... . ......... . . .. . .. .............. . 
Sanctuary ...................................................... . 
Cornerstone . . .... . ........ . ..... . ........... . .. .. .... . .......... . 
Ark ........................................................... . 
Kitchen and Equipment . . ....... . .. .. ....... . ............ . .... . .. . 
Berna .................................... . ... . . ................ . 
Reception Lounge .............................. . . . .............. . 
Youth Assembly Room and Chapel _ ............................... . . 
Eternal Light .. . ............................. . .................. . 
Library ...... . ....... . ........... . . . ......... . ................ . . 
Organ . . . . . . ............ . ........... . . . ..................... . . 
Memorial Foyer ...... . .... . ........ . .... . ............ . . . ........ . 
Berna Lecterns (2) .. . .. . ............... .. .. . ............ . .... each 
Rabbi's Study . . . . ...... . ........ . ... . ... . ... . ....... . ....... . .. . 
Main Entrance Doors (2) . . .... . .. ................... . ........ each 
Vestibule . . ................ . ................................... . . 
Reception Lounge Doors ( 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each 
Sanctuary Panels (6) .. . . . ............... .. ................... each 
Sanctuary-Social Hall Partitions (2) . . ........ . ... . ............. each 
Judaica Shop . ............................ . . . ..... . . . . . ......... . 
Social Hall Corridor ....... . .. . ....... .. . . ... . .... . ....... .. . .... . 
Landscaping ............. .. ........................... . ......... . 
Sanctuary Windows ( 5) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each 
Classrooms ( 11) .............. . . . .................... . .... each 
Principal's Office .............. . .......................... .. ..... . 
Prayer Book Cabinet .................. . ...... . ............. . .. . .. . 
Berna Chairs ( 6) ......... . . . .... . . . .. . . . . . .. . .......... . ..... each 
Choir Room ............. . .......... . .......... . ................ . 
Vestibule Doors (2) . .. . .. ................ . .......... . . each 
Main Entrance Windows ........ . ..... . . . ..... . ... . ... . .. . .... each 
Administrative Office ........... . .............. .. .... ... ... . ...... . 
Outside Bulletin Board .................. . .... . .. . ........ . ...... . . 
Vestibule Windows ............................. . ............. each 
School Building Stairway (2) . . ...... . .... . ....... . ..... . ...... each 
Sanctuary Seats - Pair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each 
Classroom Furnishings ( 11) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . each 
Sanctuary Seats (225) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ...................... . each 
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GENERAL CAMPAIGN 
CHAIRMAN 

A. A. Friedman 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 

Mose Slusky 

GENERAL CAMPAIGN 
VICE-CHAIRMEN 

Bernard Simowitz 
M. Harry Steine 
Dr. Morton Wittenberg 

CAMPAIGN CABINET 

Adrian Cohen 
Clarence Cohen 
\lax Estroff 
:\ . :\. Friedman 
Dr. Robert Greenblatt 
Isaac J oil es 
Leopold \1othner 
A 1 be rt Rosen th a I 
.Max Rubenstein 
Hy Selwyn 
:Y!ose Slusky 
1\1. Harry Steine 
Alfred \\.eiss 
Dr. Morton \\'ittenberg 

LEADERSHIP GIFT 
CHAIRMEN 

\1 ax Es troff 
Dr. Robert Greenblatt 

LEADERSHIP GIFT 
CO-CHAIRMEN 

Adrian Cohen 
Clarence Cohen 
Hyman Lipsitz 
Morris l\1 arks 
Leopold l\1othner 
Albert Rosenthal 
Max Rubenstein 

CAMPAIGN ORGANIZATION 

ADVANCE GIFT 
CHAIRMEN 

Isaac J oil es 
Abram Korn 
Hy Selwyn 

ADVANCE GIFT 
CO-CHAIRMEN 

Dr. Bernard .\goos 
\lose Dari ing 
Herman Dessauer 
Joe Dolinsky 
Joe Freedman 
Isadore Itzkow 
Dr. Gerald Loft 
Jay Pearlstein 
Dr. \lanuel \\.eisman 

ADVANCE GIFT 
COMMITTEE 

Bernard Bri-;kin 
Harry Cooper 
Dr. \laurice Dunn 
Dr. Ira Goldberg 
Sam Greenwald 
H. I. Mazursky 
Julius Mill er 
Sidney Rosen 
Allan Rosenthal 
Jack Steinberg 
M. K. Steinberg 
Edwin \\.ilensky 

GENERAL SOLICITATION 
CHAIRMEN 

Mrs. Charles Belisle 
Alfred \ \ .eiss 

GENERAL SOLICITATION 
CO-CHAIRMEN 

'.\1rs. Adrian Cohen 
'.\1rs. Clarence Cohen 
l\1 rs. \lose Dari ing 
'.\1rs. Herman Dessauer 
'.\1alcolm Estroff 
Simon Estroff 

GENERAL SOLICITATION 
CO-CHAIRMEN, Continued 

Howard J olles 
Irving Kaplan 
I>r. ::\ eil Melcher 
~idney Rattner 
~tanley Rosenthal 
\!rs. \laurice Sinsheimer 
\I rs. \I. Harry Steine 
\!rs .. \lfred \\.eiss 
\!rs. David \\'etherhorn 
Da,·id \\'etherhorn 

GENERAL SOLICITATION 
COMMITTEE 

\I rs . Bernard :\goos 
.\rt Barab 
Irwin Bregman 
Jack Burnstein 
.\lrs. S .. \lien Cohen 
Lee Cole 
\lrs . Harry Cooper 
Oscar Coplon 
'.\!rs. Jerome Cumins 
Jerome Cumins 
\1rs. Maurice Dunn 
\1rs. \lalcolm Estroff 
:\1rs. Simon Estroff 
Edwin Epstein 
Raymond Fox 
;..1 rs. Flora Funkenstein 
'.\!rs . Lewis Glasser 
'.\lrs. Benedict Goldberg 
Joe Goldberg 
\lrs. Wayne Greenberg 
\!rs. Stanley Hammer 
Stanley Hammer 
Mrs. Abram Korn 
\!rs. Hyman Lipsitz 
\!rs. James \1cN ally 
\1rs . .:\eil '.\lelcher 
\1rs. Julius l\1iller 
\liss Edith 0."achman 
\1 r-;. Ernest Olden 
\1 rs. Sidney Rattner 
\!rs .. \lbert Rosenthal 
\frs . !\lax Rubenstein 

GENERAL SOLICIT A TI ON 
COMMITTEE, Continued 

Jerome Saul 
:Vlrs. Hy Selwyn 
l\I rs. Hamid Shapiro 
Harold Shapiro 
Jack Shapiro 
Bob Sideman 
\1rs. Lou Simowitz 
!\lrs. Bernard Simowitz 
\lrs. Da,·id Siskin 
\1rs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. \lario Stone 
Stanley Sweeney 
David Veder 
111rs. Manuel \\'eisman 
:vlrs. Michael \\'eston 
Mrs. Jack \\.yland 
Jack \\'yland 

BUILDING and ARCHITECTS 
COMMITTEE 

Bernard Simowitz, 
Chairman 

Maxwell Estroff 
A. A. Friedman 
\!rs. Leopold Mothner 
Dr. Morton \\'ittenberg 

PUBLICITY and BROCHURE 
COMMITTEE 

l\lrs. Morton \\'ittenberg, 
Chairman 

.\frs. Vidor Bernstien 
l\lrs. Irwin Bregman 
.\1rs . !\1alcolm Estroff 
.\1rs. Albert Low 

CAMPAIGN CONSULTANT 

.\1ilton Hood \\·ard &: Co., Inc. 
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ST VICE PRESIDENT: 

LARENCE COHEN 

TREARURER : 

STANLEY ROSENTHAL 

SECRETARY; 

MRS. MOSE DARLING 

TRUSTEES; 

MRS . CHARLES BELISLE 
LEON B. COLE 
MALCOLM ESTROFF 

. A . FRIEDMAN 
. GERALD LOFT 

EOPOLD ~IOTHNER 

NOW ... A Time To Build Again 

\\-ith 160 families and their 130 young children o 

airy, cheerful and 

There is a NEED 
and fellowship. 

---There is a NEED for a Y 
chapel, and lounge area. =;( 

There is a NEED 
and others. 

and inspirational setting 

' nday School, bright, 

association 

auditorium, youth 

library, offices, 

There is need for a co:jfitET lfE~1PLE WO f .. ur faith, of Jewry, and 
of America, 1965. ~~~~ 

After six years of stud.J-o.a.i;i.....,"1J..s.CJ.~J..0.tl.-µL.i1.J;1.1;...i;i,..o:...QOM....,. drawn for the complete 
Temple to meet these ne~ 
tion of a new building o 
details of the new struct 
Holy Days; a Social H f1 
multipurpose room, and tional needs. The present 
building is to be reconstru~~-~~~~~1 uilding to pro\"ide for the needs 
of our children. The plans for the -n£~b-H:ri,,.,l!!w...:a n'd the reconstruction of the exist-
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FOR OURSELVES AND 
OUR CH I LOREN 

A House of Learning 

The World is sustained by the learning of the school children. Study is indelibly 
etched into the fabric of Judaism. Jewish children who grow up with the rich roots 
of their tradition have a communal and spiritual home from which they will draw 
friendship, inspiration, and happiness throughout their lifetime. Those who are 
denied this opportunity are fertile ground for self-doubt and emotional unhappiness. 
Our present classrooms are small, stuffy, and entirely inadequate for our needs. 
Classes for our children are now held in the organ loft, sanctuary, Rabbi's office, 
and even the foyer of the Temple is being used as classroom space. 

The time has come to build a HOUSE of LEARNING with modern cheerful class
rooms as well as a multipurpose Youth Center designed to be the focal point of 

their social and religious activities. 

All of the HOUSE of LEARNING must stimulate and encourage our children to 
delve more deeply into the values and traditions of our Jewish \Vay of Life. 

The Library \\'ith outstanding works of literature written by our forefathers will 
do much to cultiYate an understanding of our Jewish ways and traditions. 

'ION 

Jerome Saul 
Mrs. Hy Selwyn 
Mrs. Harold Shapiro 
Harold Shapiro 
Jack Shapiro 
Bob Sideman 
.\1rs. Lou Simowitz 
Mrs. Bernard Simowitz 
Mrs. DaYid Siskin 
l\I rs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. Mario Stone 
Stanley Sweeney 
David Veder 
Mrs. Manuel \\'eism;> 
Mrs. Michael \\'estr 
Mrs. Jack \\"ylar 
Jack \\'ylarv' 
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TREARURER: 

STANLEY ROSENTHAL 

SECRETARY : 

MRS. MOSE DARLING 

TRUSTEES : 

MRS. CHARLES BELISLE 
LEON B. COLE 
MALCOLM ESTROFF 

. A. FRIEDMAN 
GERALD LOFT 

EOPOLD ~fOTHNER 
YN 

"Thou shall teach them 
diligently unto Thy children". 
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FOR OURSELVES AND 
OUR CHILDREN 

A House of Worship 
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Jerome Saul 
Mrs. Hy Selwyn 
Mrs. Harold Shapiro 
Harold Shapiro 
Jack Shapiro 
Bob Sideman 
Mrs. Lou Simowitz 
Mrs. Bernard Simowitz 
Mrs. Da\'id Siskin 
Mrs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. Mario Stone 
Stanley Sweeney 
David Veder 
J\1rs. Manuel \\' eism~ 
Mrs. Michael \Vestr 
Mrs. Jack \Vyl~r 
Jack \Vylarir' 

In our new Sanctuary you will 
find new dignity and new beauty 
-all related to meaningful wor
ship and instruction. The Sanctu
ary may be used in conjunction 
with the Reception Lounge and 
Social Hall so that with the use 
of partitions it is an intimate 
House of Worship expandable to 
accommodate an entire Congrega
tion, their families and friends on 
the High Holy Days and special 
occasions. It will serve us more 
than adequately for many years 
to come. 

--
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TON WITTENBERG 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT: 

ISAAC JOLLES 

TREARURER: 

STANLEY ROSENTHAL 

SECRETARY: 

MRS. MOSE DARLING 

TRUSTEES: 

MRS. CHARLES BELISLE 
LEON B. COLE 
MALCOLM ESTROFF 
\. A. FRIEDMAN 

. GERALD LOFT 
EOPOLD :l!OTHNER 

Mrs. Anna 
Mr. and M 
Mr. and M 
Mr. and Mr 
Mrs. Herm 

"Behold how good and pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity". 

A House of Assembly 

FOR OURSELVES AND 
OUR CHILDREN 

Throughout the ages, the Temple has been the place of communal, social, and 
family celebrations. The proper place to celebrate a wedding, Confirmation, or Bar 
Mitzvah, is in the Temple. The numerous and varied social events of the Congre
gation and its arms all belong in the Temple. 

Until now, we at Congregation Children of Israel have been unable to meet the 
social NEEDS of our Congregation. Our one "all purpose" room is not suitable 
for Bar Mitzvah receptions, Confirmation receptions, and Wedding receptions. 
Frequently, we are forced to look elsewhere to celebrate a ''simcha". The time has 
come to build a beautiful Auditorium Social Hall which will enable us to observe 
all joyous occasions within the confines of our Temple. 

The Reception Lounge separated by movable partitions from the Social Hall on 
one side and the Sanctuary on the other, may be used on occasion to enlarge either. 
With partitions in place the Reception Lounge provides a much needed multiple 
use facility as a meeting and small party room, and as a reception and lounge area. 
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Congregation C 
A House of Learning . .. A House of ' 
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Jerome Saul 
Mrs. Hy Selwyn 
Mrs. Harold Shapiro 
Harold Shapiro 
Jack Shapiro 
Bob Sideman 
Mrs. Lou Simowitz 
Mrs. Bernard Simowitz 
Mrs. David Siskin 
Mrs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. Mario Stone 
Stanley Sweeney 
David Veder 
Mrs. Manuel \Veism<1 
Mrs. Michael \Vest' 
Mrs. Jack Wyl;ir 
Tack \\'ylarv' 
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TEMPLE 
ADMINISTRATION 

RABBI: 
DR .• ·oR:l-!A •• GOLD BURG 

CONGREGATION OFFICERS 

PRE.<IDENT: 
DR. MORTON WITTENBERG 

FIRST VICE PRFSIDENT: 
CLARENCE COHL.. 

SECOND VICE PRESIDFST· 
IS \AC JOLLES 

TRFa\RUR.ER; 
STANLEY ROSENTIL\L 

SECRETARY: 
;\IRS. :l-10SE DARLI. G 

TRUSTEES: 
:I-IRS. CHARLES HELI .. LE 
LEO:-! B. COLE 
1\IALCOLM ESTROFF 
A A. FRIED:VL\"° 
llR GERALD LOFT 
;\IRS. LEOPOLD :1-!0TI!NER 
HY SEL\\'Y:\ 
BERNARD SIMO\\ ITZ 
HARRY STI·:Il "E 
DAVID WETHERHOR,. 
J \CK WYLAND 

SISTERHOOD OFFICERS 

I' RESIDENT: 
:\IRS. HER\!AN DE'>SAuER 

F1RST VICE l'RESIDFNT: 
MRS. ALFRED WEISS 

SFCOSD VICE l'RF.SIDF.'IT: 
MRS. ABRAM KORN 

THIRD VICE l'RFSIDF"'IT 
MRS. JFRO\IF CUM1 'S 

RECORDl'/Ci SE<.RETARY: 
:\IRS. :1-!A. UFL \\'LIS:llAN 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY: 
MRS. JACK SHAPIRO 

TRF.ASURF.R: 
MRS. GERALD LOFT 

AUDITOR: 
:I-IRS. SID. 'EY RA.TT. "ER 

I· 1NASCIAL SECRETARY: 
MRS. IRWIN BREG:\1 \'\! 

TRUSTEES: 
MRS r\DRIAX COHE. '. SR. 
:I-IRS. LEOPOLD :1-10TI!. ER 
MRS. MORTON \\'J'ITE. "BERG 

MEMBERS 

Mrs. Charles Abraham 
Dr. and Mrs. B. S. Agoas 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Agress 
Mr. Oscar Allen 
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur S. Barab 
Mrs. Rose S. Baron 
Dr. and Mrs. Charles Belisle 
Mrs. Bill Benjamin 
Dr. and Mrs. Vidor Berl's'ien 
Mrs. Anna Blum 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Blum 
Mr. and Mrs. Irwin Bregman 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Briskin 
Mrs. Herman Brown 
Miss Delio Burns 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Burnstein 
Mrs. Anne Coburn 
Mr and Mrs. Adrian Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Adrian Cohen, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Cohen 
Miss Essie Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. S. Allen Cohen 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Cole 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Cook 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cooper 
Mr. and Mrs. Oscar Coplan 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerome Cumins 
Mr. and Mrs. Mase Darling 
Mrs. Rachael M. Davis 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Dessauer 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin Dolin 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Dolin 
Mr and Mrs. Joe Dolinsky 
Mr. and Mrs. lsbert Dre1fuss 
Dr. and Mrs. Maurice Dunn 
Mr. Edwin Epstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Estraff 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Estroff 
Mr. and Mrs. Simon Estroff 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Ferst 
Miss Hattie Fleishman 
Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Fox 
Mrs. Goldie Freedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Freedman 
Mr. and Mrs. A. A. Friedman 
Mrs, Flora Funkenstein 
Mrs. Anne Furst 
Mr. Yale Garber 
Mrs. Lewis Glasser 
Mr. and Mrs. Benedict Goldberg 
Dr. and Mrs. Ira Goldberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Goldberg 
Mrs. Mike Goldberg 

Our Family and Friends 

Rabbi and Mrs. Norman Goldburg 
Dr. a~d Mrs. J. L. Goodman 
Mr. L. Judd Gaodmal' 
Mrs. Simeon Goodmen 
Dr. and Mrs. Wayne Greenberg 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Greenblatt 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Greenfield 
Mr. and Mrs. Sam Greenwald 
Mr and Mrs. Stanley Hammer 
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Harkins 
Mrs. Herbert Herman 
Mr. and Mrs. Isadore ltzkow 
Mrs. Pat Ivey 
Mr. and Mrs. R. J. Jacobson 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jolles 
Mr. Isaac Jolles 
Mrs. R. E. Jossman 
Mr. and Mrs. David Kaplan 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving Kaplan 
Mrs. Esther Klein 
Mr. and Mrs. Abram Karn 
Mrs. Leo Krumbein 
Mrs. Ruben Kunnes 
Miss Pearl Kunnes 
Mr. and Mrs. Manuel Letawsky 
Dr. Jack Levy 
Mrs. Moses Levy 
Dr. and Mrs. Gerald Loft 
Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Lipsitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Low 
Mr. Ike Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. H. I. Mazursky 
Dr. and Mrs. Nei, Melcher 
Sgt. and Mrs. Jos. F. McNally 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Phil Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Al Mintz 
Misses Moag 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Moog 
Mrs. Corinne Mothner 
Mr. and Mrs. Leopold Mothner 
Miss Edith Nachman 
Mr. and Mrs. Ernest F. Olden 
Mr. and Mrs L. Ostrow 
Miss Gertie Parille 
Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Pearlstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pi~•chuck 
Mrs. Jack Platzblatt 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Pomerance 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Rattner 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Robin 
Mr. and Mrs Sidney Rosen 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Rosenthal 

Mr. and Mrs. Albert Rosenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Rosenthal 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Rubenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Julius Rubnitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Saul 
Mrs. Jake Schneider 
Dr. and Mrs Louis Scharff 
Mr. Jake Schrameck 
Miss Pearl Schrameck 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Schwartz 
Mr. and Mrs Max L. Segall 
Mr. and Mrs. Hy Selwyn 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Shapiro 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack M. Shapiro 
Mrs. L. Shapiro 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sideman 
Mr. and Mrs, Charles Silbert 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Silver 
Mr. and Mrs. Isaac Simmons, Jr. 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Simon 
Mr. and Mrs. I. Simon 
Mr. and Mrs. Leon Simon 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Simawitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Simowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Simowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Simowitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris B. Sinsheimer 
Mr. and Mrs. David L. Siskin 
Mr. and Mrs. Mose Slusky 
Mrs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. Mascot Steinau 
Mrs. A. K. Steinberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Steinberg 
Mrs. Joseph Steinberg 
Mr. and Mrs. M. K. Steinberg 
Mr. Ben Steine 
Mr. and Mrs. M. Harry Steine 
Dr. and Mrs Mario Stone 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Surasky 
Mr. Ralph Surasky 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley Sweeney 
Mr. Doughty Sylvester 
Mrs . Rose Sylvester 
Mr. and Mrs. T. Taxier 
Mrs. Max Tunkle 
Mr. and Mrs. David Veder 
Mr. William Wallace 
Mr. and Mrs. David We!herhorn 
Dr. and Mrs. Manuel I. Weisman 
Mr. and Mrs. Alfred Weiss 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Weston 
Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Wilensky 
Dr. and Mrs. Morton Wittenberg 
Mrs. Sadie C. Woodring 
Mr. and Mrs Jack Wyland 
CWO and Mrs Jesse Yerman 

FRIENDS 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Blank 
Dr. and Mrs. Ben Bolgla 
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Bolnick 
Mr. and Mrs. Max Brett 
Mr. and Mrs. M. H. Broudy 
Mr. and Mrs. Sydney Carter 
Mrs. Birdie Clein 
Mrs. Sara Deitz 
Mrs. Jack Denenfeld 
Mrs. Mary G. Edelstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Estroff 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Fink 
Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Fishman 
Mr. and Mrs. Erwin Fleischner 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Friedman 
Mr. and Mrs. Abe Garten 
Mr. and Mrs. Alton Gillman 
Mr. and Mrs. James Glasser 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Goldberg 
Mr. and Mrs. Joe Goldman 
Mr. and Mrs. Mose Goldstein 
Mr. and Mrs. I. Galdwasser 
Mrs. Roger Hurwitz 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Jacobs 
Mrs. Gary Kaufman 
Mr. and Mrs. Hyman Litchenstein 
Mrs. Nathan Levine 
Mrs. Jennie Lubow 
Mrs. Dave Pomerance 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Pomerance 
Dr. and Mrs. Cecil Ram 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Raynes 
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Ruben 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul Ruben 
Mr. and Mrs. James Sawilawsky 
Dr. and Mrs. Leopold Schneider 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Schulman 
Dr. and Mrs. Joseph Seldin 
Mr. and Mrs. Elliot Serotta 
Mr. and Mrs. I. D. Shapiro 
Mrs. Jerome Shapiro 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Silverstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Marty Silverstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Samuel Silverstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Steinberg 
Mrs. M. Tarlyn 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Wilensky 
Dr. Leonard Wilensky 

---··· 
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Congregation Children of Israel, Bransford Road and Walton Way, 
Augusta, Georgia 

There are Two Seas 

There are two seas in the Land of Israel. One 
is fresh, and fish abound in it. Splashes of green 

adorn its banks. Trees spread their branches 
over it, and stretch out their thirsty roots to sip 

of its sparkling waters. Along its shores children 
play. It is the Sea of Galilee. 

The River Jordan fills this sea with cool water 
from the northern hills. And so it laughs in the 
sunshine. Men build their homes near it, birds 

their nests; every kind of life is happier 
because it is there. 

The River Jordan flows on southward for many 
miles and spills into another sea. Here there 

are no fish or splash of green, no fluttering leaf, 
no song of birds, no children's laughter. The air 

hangs heavy above its waters and neither man nor 
beast nor fowl will drink. 

What makes the mighty difference in these seas? 
Not the River Jordan! It empties the same good 

water into both Not the soil in which they lie, 
nor the country 'round about. 

This is the difference! The Sea of Galilee receives 
but does not keep the waters Jordan. For every 

drop that flows into it another drop flows out. 
The giving and receiving go on in equal measure. 

The other Sea is shrewder, hoarding its income 
jealously. It will not be tempted into any 

generous impulse. Every drop it gets-it keeps. 
The Sea of Galilee gives and lives. This other sea 

gives nothing and is dead. It is named
the Dead Sea. 

There are two seas in the land of Israel. 

There are two kinds of people in the world l 
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October 17 , 1985 

Childr en of Is rael 
J005 Wal ton Way Extension 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 

Dear Fr iends , 

!'"RA N K N. SUNOH ICI M , 

JO AN GLAZIR 

•S11 1ST• N T 111 ... ... 

I have learned recently that your Congrega tio:-_ -.vill 
soon ce lebr a te its 140th anniver sar y year. 

On behalf of the Board of Trustees and membership of 
Temple Schaarai Zedek, I would l ike to extend to your 
leader s and congregants our heartfelt best wishes :or a 
joyous ce l ebr ation and many year s of continued pr os;erity. 

We will be celebrating our centennial year in the 
near futur e and can share t he excitement that you all 
must fee l on reaching this milestone . We join in ::our 
pr ayers that your congregation will continue f r om strength 
to strength in service to its membershio and Refor= 
Judaism . -

MJA/nf 

Faithfully , 

-:Yi~ GJ G:Jd;.~J~ 
Martin J . Adelman, M. D. 
President 
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~!~~ 
C OMIT• UCTIV I 

D•r•M1I 

PROGRAM 

140th Anniversary Services 

Congregation Children of Israel 
3005 Walton Way 

Augusta, Georgia 30909 

Friday, November 22, 1985 - 8:15 p.m. 

Saturday, November 23, 1985 - 10:30 a.m. 
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THE TEMPLE 

Congregation Schaarai Zedek 

3303 SWANN AVCNUI!: • TAMPA, FLORIDA 3.3809 

RABBI FRANK N SUNOHEIM, 0 . 0 . 

October 11, 1985 

Rabbi Chaim J. Wender 
Congregation Children/Israel 
Walton Way Temple 
3005 Walton Way 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 

Dear Chaim, 

Tl!'1.EPHONI!' 1 8 13) 

876-2377 • 875-2379 

I understand that your Congregation is celebrating its 140th 
Anniversary in the very near future. Please accept my own 
congratulations and those of our Temple on this very signi
ficant occasion. 

Your Congregation has been a pillar of Reform Judaism for 
many generations. 

I know that my predecessor, David Zielonka, was a very close 
friend of your predecessor, Norman Goldburg, and so there is a 
personal bond between the Congregations also. 

Please convey our greetings to the Congregation . 

Shalom, 

Rabbi Frank N. Sundheim 

FNS/sl 

cc: Martin J. Adelman, M.D., President 
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SAM NUNN 
G E O R G IA 

WASHINGTON . 0 C. 20510 

October 11, 1985 

My Dear Rabbi Wende r: 

I am delighted t o Jo i n the members and f r iend s 
o f t he Congregation Children of Israel in extending 
my p e rso na l c o ngra t u l ations on the occasion o f yo ur 
140th anniversary ce l ebration. 

As you mark this important milestone in your 
Congregation's history, it is appropriate that your 
members set aside this special time to give thanks 
to God and pray for His continued blessing on their 
labors. 

Best wishes as you seek to continue a long and 
proud tradition of worship and community service 

_z=·L 
Sam Nunn 

Rabbi Joseph Wender, M.A. 
Senior Rabbi 
Congregation Children of Israel 
Walton Way Temple 
3005 Walton Way Extension 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 
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CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

CHAIM JOSEPH WENDER, RABBI 

DR. NORMAN M. GOLDBURG, RABBI EMERITUS 

OFFICERS AND BOARD MEMBERS 

President ..... .. . . ............. . ... . .. . ..... . Mrs. David Wetherhorn 
First Vice President ......... . . .. ........ . ........... Mr. Jon Simowitz 
Second Vice President ..... . ........ . ............ . Dr. Sumner Fishbein 
Secretary ...... .. ....... . . . ... . . .. .... . ........... Mr. Charles Blair 
Treasurer .. . ............................. . .... Mr. Stephen Friedman 

Board Members: Mr. Mark Abelman, Mr. David Alalof, Mr. Charles Blair, 
Mr. Joel Cohen, Mr. Elliot Corn, Dr. Sumner Fishbein, Dr. Lowell Green
baum, Mr. Harry Kuniansky, Mr. Burton Kunkel, Mr. Joseph Korn, Dr. 
Neil Melcher, Dr. Leon Meyer, Dr. Louis Scharff III , Mrs. George Schuster, 
Mr. Jon Simowitz, Mr. M. Harry Steine, Mrs. David Wetherhorn, Dr. 
Morton Wittenberg. 

TEMPLE SISTERHOOD 

President . ........... . .. . ...... . ... . ...... Mrs. Neil (Maxine) Melcher 
First Vice President ........ . . . .... . ....... Mrs. Leopold (Jane) Mothner 
Co-Second Vice President ..... . ... . ........ Mrs. Charles (Marion) Blair 

Mrs. Damon (Johanna) Davis 
Third Vice President ........ . . . .. . .... .. Mrs. Harold (Suzanne) Shapiro 
Recording Secretary . .. .. . ... ... ........... Mrs. Barry (Gail) Goldstein 
Financial Secretary ... . .... .. ............ .. . . . . .... Mrs. Betty Padilla 
Corresponding Secretary . . . ... . . . . . ... . ......... Mrs. Sid (Jean) Brody 
Treasurer ... . . .. . . ....... . ... . ...... . . .. . . .. . . Mrs. Gerald (Bea) Loft 
Auditor .. .... ... .. ... ... . .. .. .... . .. .. Mrs. Stanley (Sonya) Sweeney 

Trustees: Mrs. Mose Darling, Mrs. Abe Feiler, Mrs. David Wetherhorn, 
Mrs. Peter Smith 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

FRIDAY EVENING, NOVEMBER 20, 1985 

1. Lighting of Sabbath Candles by Jody Kuniansky, President of Temple 
Youth Group. 

2. Sabbath Kiddush by Scott Alalof of Temple Youth Group. 

3. Union Prayer Book Service led by Rabbi Chaim Joseph Wender and 
the Temple Choir. 

4. Greetings from Abe Friedman, President of Congregation Children of 
Israel at it's lOOth Anniversary, observed in 1945. 

5. Greetings from U. S. Representative Douglas Barnard, Congressman 
of the 10th District of Georgia. 

6. Greetings from Mayor Charles A. DeVaney, Mayor of Augusta. 

7. Greetings from Mr. Abram Serotta, President of Adas Yeshurun 
Synagogue, Augusta, Georgia. 

8. Greetings from Rabbi Norman Goldburg, Rabbi Emeritus of Con
gregation Children of Israel. 

9. Poem: "Has It Really Been That Long?," read by Helen Darling. 

10. Greetings from Rabbi Lewis Littman, Southeastern Director of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations. 

11. Greetings from Rabbi Chaim Joseph Wender, Rabbi of Congregation 
Children of Israel. 

12. Greetings from Maxine Melcher, President of the Sisterhood of Con
gregation Children of Israel. 

13. Greetings from Jackie Wetherhorn, President of Congregation 
Children of Israel. 

14. Sermon: By Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman, Former Rabbi of Con-
gregation Children of Israel and noted Professor and Author. 

15. Prayer for Government and Song, "America." 

16. Conclusion of Services and Announcements. 

17. Final Hymn and Benediction. 

An Oneg Shabbat will be served by the Temple Sisterhood. 
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MACK MATTINGLY 
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UNITED STATES SENATE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

Auzust 22, 1935 

The Congregation Children of Israel 
Walton ~ay Tenple 
3005 ~alton Yay Exte~sion 
Au~usta, Georgia 3090? 

To the Congregation Children of Israel, 

It is QY pleasure to send my best 
wishes and prayers for the 140th 
Anniversary of the Congregation Children 
of Israel of the Walton Nay Tenple. 

Over the past 140 years, Walton ~ay 
Temple has been a positive force in t~e 
Augusta co~Llunity. I am confident that 
you will continue to raeet the spiritual, 
educational, and social needs of your 
r.1emb er s. 

A;ain, my sincere con;ratu:ations on 
this special anniversary. 
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Joe Frank Harris 
OOVEllNOA 

GREETINGS: 

STATE OF GEORGIA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR 

ATLANTA 30334 

November 22, 1985 

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you my sincere 
congratulations upon the 140th anniversary of the founding 
of the Congregation Children of Israel. 

You continue to play a vital role in the community. Our 
state is far richer in its moral development because of your 
commitment to serving God and your fellowman. 

I welcome this opportunity to share this special day 
with you. You have my best wishes for a joyful celebration, 
and may God continue to bless and guide you in your service 
to Him. 

With kindest regards, I remain 

Q}:~ 
Joe Frank Harris 

JFH:bw 
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1. 

2. 

ORDER OF SERVICE 

SATURDAY MORNING, NOVEMBER 23, 1985 

Gates of Prayer, Service led by Rabbi Chaim Joseph Wender. 

Sabbath Torah Service, Genesis 18:1-22:24 Haftorah - II Kings 
4:1-37. 

3. Sermon by Rabbi Lewis Littman, Southeastern Director of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations. 

4. Conclusion of Services and Announcements. 

5. Closing Hymn and Benediction. 

A Sabbath Kiddush will be served by the Temple Sisterhood, and a Pro
gram featuring the former Presidents of the Congregation will be presented 
at the Kiddush. 

140TH ANNIVERSARY COMMITTEE 

Chairman: Jack Steinberg 

Members: Helen Darling, Lowell Greenbaum, Harry Steine, Buddy Jolles, 
Sara B. Dessauer, Betty Friedman, Joel Cohen, Jackie Wetherhorn, Mort 
Wittenberg, Maxine Melcher, Neil Melcher. 
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HISTORY OF CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

It was the year 1845 and the Jewish population of Augusta had grown 
since Isaac Hendricks arrived in Augusta in 1802 and became the first Jewish 
person to reside in Augusta. He came from Charleston as did so many of the 
early Jews in Augusta. Around 1844, the Jewish population was augmented 
by an influx of Jews from Germany. In 1845, the Jews of Augusta recogniz
ed the need for Jewish training for their children and a religious school was 
founded under the direction of Miss S. A. Moise and Miss Rosina Hen
dricks. With its original enrollment of ten to fifteen children, this religious 
school represented the beginning of Congregation Children of Israel. 

On September 12, 1846, a meeting was called to plan for the High 
HolyDays that were fast approaching. This meeting was so well attended 
that those in attendance founded a Society to be known as "B'nai Israel" or 
"Children of Israel." A constitution was adopted and its preamble stated, 
"The scattered Israelites of Augusta, Georgia and Hamburg, S.C., desirous 
of uniting as a band of brothers, with a view of publicly worshipping the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of extending charity toward our 
needy brethren, so agree to form ourselves into a society with that object." 
There were twenty charter members, two thirds from Augusta and Ham
burg, and the other third from surrounding towns. The High HolyDays of 
1846 were observed in a rented room and Lewis Carr of Madison, Georgia 
served as cantor. A mixed Portuguese and Ashkenazic service was used then 
and until 1869. It is also known that some services were held on Tisha Bov 
in 1846 and even earlier since the beginning of the Religious School. John J. 
Cohen became the first President of the Congregation. 

In November, 1846, city officials of Augusta presented the Congregation 
with a section of land in Magnolia Cemetery to be used as a Jewish Burial 
Ground. Isaac Hendricks was the first to be buried there in 1847. This was 
the first of several burial grounds used by Congregation Children of Israel. 

In 1847, Isaac Henry, who was to be a President of the Congregation, 
donated to and fitted out for the Congregation a building to be used for 
worship. This building was used until 1852. 

In June 1849, the Congregation was granted an official Georgia Charter 
by Judge Holt, and was first incorporated as a religious corporation on 
January 16, 1880. 

In 1851, the Congregation employed its first Rabbi, Reverend Mr. Mar
cusson. He remained as Rabbi until the end of that year, when he moved to 
Montgomery. 
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November, 1985 

Ms. Jackie Wetherhorn, President 
Congregati on Children of Israel 
3005 Walton Way Extension 
Augusta, Georgia 30909 

Dear Ms. Wetherhorn: 

(212) c 19-0100 

For myself personally, and for the Union of American Hebre1~ Congregations, 
I extend a very warm and hearty mazal tov on the milestone occasion of the 
140th Anniversary of the founding of your great and historic congregation. 
This is truly a time for rejoicing and I assure you that Congregation Chil
dren of Israel is a precious I ink in the chain of congregations which make
up our Union and your joy is shared by our Reform fami ly. 

The special Sabbath services which have been planned for the Anniversary 
will, I am certain, be meaningful and beautiful. I much regret that I can
not be with you for the celebration but I shall be present in heart and 
thought and spirit. I pray that Congregation Children of Israel will con
tinue to be a stronghold of Jewish 1 ife and thought in Augusta and that many 
more generations of Jews will have their lives enriched and enhanced Je•.'1ishl y 
by their association with your congregation. 

May the beautiful promise of this 140th Anniversary continue to be fulfilled 
in the days and years ahead. 

With every good wish and kindest greetings, I am 

~ I c ___ _ 

Alexander M. Schindler 
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SISTERHOOD PRESIDENTS 
CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

Mrs. Joseph Meyers 
Mrs. Simon Lesser 
Mrs. Jake Schneider 
Mrs. C. Cert Strauss 
Mrs. Benedict Goldberg 
Mrs. H. Rosenberg 
Mrs. Louis Josephson 
Mrs. Anne Furst 
Mrs. J. Ben Shapiro 
Mrs. Herbert Nachman 
Mrs. Anne Furst 
Mrs. Adrian Cohen, Sr. 
Mrs. Elmore Solomon 
Mrs. Charles Belisle 
Mrs. Morton Wittenberg 
Mrs. Abram Korn 
Mrs. Malcolm Estroff 
Mrs. David Alalof 
Mrs. Burton Kunkel 
Mrs. Stanley Fuchs 
Mrs. David Wetherhorn 
Mrs. Abe Feiler 
Mrs. Neil Melcher 
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Mrs. I. C. Levy 
Mrs. David Nachman 
Mrs. Benedict Goldberg 
Mrs. Charles Sylvester 
Mrs. Adrian Cohen, Sr. 
Mrs. I. C. Levy 
Mrs. Leopold Cohen 
Mrs. Leopold Cohen 
Mrs. Clarence Cohen 
Mrs. Leopold Mothner 
Mrs. Herman S. Selwyn 
Mrs. Sidney Rattner 
Mrs. Irwin Bregman 
Mrs. M. H. Broudy 
Mrs. Sara B. Dessauer 
Mrs. David Wetherhorn 
Mrs. Betty Padilla 
Mrs. James McNally 
Mrs. Damon Davis 
Mrs. Lawrence Lewis 
Mrs. Damon Davis 
Mrs. Peter Smith 

In 1852, the Congregation had grown large enough to need more 
quarters, and it rented the former Unitarian Church which stood at the cor
ner of Greene and Jackson (8th) Streets. This building would later be called 
Douglas Hall and still later be the site of the Old Opera House. It eventually 
became the headquarters of the Georgia and Florida Railroad and Phillips 
Business College is located on this site today. In 1854, Reverend Isaac Shatz 
became the second Rabbi of the Congregation. 

The War Between the States saw many members enroll in the cause of the 
Confederacy. At least four members gave their lives in the war. Former 
President Jacob J. Jacobus was killed at Vicksburg. Captain George W. 
Rush and Lt. N. Elcan Levy were killed at the Crater Battle in Virginia and 
Lt. Levy's brother, Lt. Jake R. Levy, was killed at Hatcher Run. Many other 
members of this Congregation of around 40 families served in the war and 
Mrs. John J. Cohen worked in hospitals throughout the war. She was large
ly responsible for the erection of the Confederate Monument on Broad 
Street 

By the year 1869, Augusta had begun to rebuild after the War Between 
the States and the Congregation had grown to 44 families. The need for a 
larger and permanent home was evident and work began on the Telfair 
Street Temple in October of that year. The laying of the Cornerstone took 
place on the afternoon of October 28, 1869. There were many articles in the 
Augusta Chronicle on both October 28 and October 29, 1869 concerning 
the laying of the Cornerstone and the history of Congregation Children of 
Israel until that date. A large parade formed at 2:00 P.M. at the corner of 
Jackson and Greene Streets (the site of the former Temple), proceeded to 
Campbell (9th) Street on Greene, went to Broad on Campbell and down 
Broad to Centre (5th) Street, turned South on Centre to Telfair Street, and 
thence to the site of the New Temple whose outside walls had already been 
completed. The parade was led by Mr. John J. Cohen, first President of the 
Congregation, and members of the Congregation and the local B'nai B'rith 
participated as well as the Mayor and members of Council and members of 
the Old Fellows Lodge and Masonic Lodges. The corner stone, that was cap
ped by the Masons, can today be seen in the lobby of the present sanctuary 
on Walton Way. The principal address was made by Dr. Isaac Mayer Wise, 
the founder of Reform Judaism in the United States. The Telfair Street Tem
ple was completed in 1870, and this Congregation which had been Or
thodox from its inception until the opening of the Telfair Street Sanctuary 
now began to take on leanings toward the new Reform movement. The 
Congregation now had family pews, an organ, a choir (which it had from 
the beginning) and now used the Jastrow Prayer Book. 
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The year 1869 also marked the year of the founding of the local B'nai 
B'rith Lodge, Obadiah Lodge, which remains until this day a vital part of 
the community. Leaders of Congregation Children of Israel were also 
leaders of this lodge, as they are today. 

In 1873, Reform Congregations began to unite as the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations and Congregation Children of Israel was the fourth 
Congregation to enroll in this organization. Only two Congregations in 
Cincinatti and one in Louisville can claim membership in this organization 
longer than Congregation Children of Israel of Augusta. We are also the 
twenty second oldest Reform Congregation in America still in existence and 
the second oldest Jewish Congregation in Georgia. 

A Hebrew Ladies Aid Society was formed by the ladies of the Congrega
tion in 1879 and this organization became the Temple Sisterhood in 1919. 
Mrs. Joseph Myers was the first President. 

During the 1880's, many Jews from Russia and Poland immigrated to 
Augusta and in 1890, a second Jewish Congregation was formed. The Or
thodox Adas Yeshurun Synagogue was formed in that year and there still 
remains two viable Jewish Congregations in Augusta. There are many 
families in Augusta that have for many years been members of both Con
gregation Children of Israel and of Adas Yeshurun Synagogue. 

For thirty three of its years of existence, the Congregation could not af
ford the services of a Rabbi. This occurred both before and after the 
building of the Telfair Street Temple and at times during both the 19th and 
20th Centuries. During these periods, lay people very ably conducted the 
services of the Congregation. These lay people even conducted funeral ser
vices when necessary. The first to do so was Judge Samuel Levy during the 
very earliest years of the Congregation's existence. Since 1919 the Con
gregation has been fortunate to at all times have the services of an excellent 
Rabbi. 

Many members of the Congregation served in the Armed Forces during 
the first World War. 

In 1919, the National Federation of Temple Sisterhoods was formed and 
the local Hebrew Ladies Aid Society was changed to the Temple Sisterhood. 
The first president of the Sisterhood was Mrs. David Nachman. Mrs. Simon 
Lesser had served as President of the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society for many 
of its years of existence. 
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RABBIS OF CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

Rev. Mr. Marcussohn 
Rabbi Fisher-Fux 
Rabbi Levinson 
Rabbi Edward S. Levy 
Rabbi Bloch 
Rabbi H. J. Elkins 
Rabbi Cahan 
Dr. Leo Reich (returned) 
Rabbi Israel J. Sarasohn 
Rabbi Adolph Rosenberg 
Dr. Joseph Leiser 
Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman 
Dr. Norman Goldburg 
Rabbi H. Richard White 

Rev. Isaac Shatz 
Rabbi A. Blum 
Rabbi Bloom 
Dr. Leo Reich 
Rabbi J. H. M. Chumaceiro 
Rabbi J. Feverlicht 
Rabbi Michnicht 
Rabbi G. H. Lowenstein 
Rabbi H. Cert Strauss 
Rabbi Nathan E. Barasch 
Rabbi Louis A. Josephson 
Rabbi Joseph Buchler 
Rabbi Benjamin Rosayn 
Rabbi Chaim J. Wender 

PRESIDENTS OF CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 

John J. Cohen 
Isac Levy 
Isaac Meyer 
Isaac Henry 
Bernard Phillips 
Simon Lesser 
Abram Levy 
Louis Scharff 
I. H. Coehn 
Benedict S. Goldberg 
Moses Slusky 
Harry Steine 
Abe Friedman 
Alex Furst 
Murray Silverman 
Harry Steine 
Harry Steine 
Albert Lowe 
Dr. Morton Wittenberg 
Isaac Jolles 
David Alalof 
Joe Goldberg 
Mrs. David (Jackie) Wetherhorn 
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Samuel Levy 
J. J. Jacobus 
Henri Meyers 
Joseph Meyers 
Lt. Col. I. Clarence Levy 
David Slusky 
Jake Schneider 
C. H. Schneider 
Adrian Cohen, Sr. 
Lee Blum 
Herman Dessauer 
Herbert Nachman 
I. D. Shapiro 
Harry Stein 
Abe Friedman 
Bernard Simowitz 
Abe Friedman 
Harry Steine 
Harry Steine 
Dr. Leon Meyer 
Dr. Louis Scharff III 
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judges and even sheriffs come from this Congregation. To name all of those 
that have excelled in so many ways would be unfair as some would acciden
tally be left out. But we must say that only in America and only in Augusta, 
Georgia could this have happened. Congregation Children of Israel has 
been a vital part of this community for its entire 140 years and the spirit of 
brotherhood evident in Augusta would be hard to duplicate. Our people 
have taken the opportunities available to them and made the best of them. 
Their faith and beliefs in their religion have helped them along this path . 
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The depression years of the 1930's were very hard ones for the Congrega
tion, but it managed to hold together despite a drop in membership and 
great financial hardships. A few of the members somehow took care of most 
of the financial burdens of the Congregation. 

Despite the Depression, many members of the Congregation and of the 
rest of the Jewish Community began to realize that a Jewish Community 
Center was needed in Augusta. The YMHA built in 1935 in the 1200 block 
of Greene Streets was the inspiration of Rabbi Joseph Leiser of Congrega
tion Childen of Israel, and of Mr. David Slusky, a prominent members of 
this Congregation. Mr. Slusky was named honorary chairman of the 
Building Committee and Board of Directors and received the honor of open
ing the doors of the Community Building at its dedication on April 12, 
1935. The YMHA was the forerunner of the present Jewish Community 
Center. 

When Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman arrived to take the pulpit in 1941, he 
found that the size of the Congregation had dwindled to some 60 to 65 
members during the depression years. Under his dynamic leadership and the 
leadership of those that followed, Congregation Children of Israel has 
grown to where it is today. 

Forty three members of the Congregation served in the Armed Forces 
during World War II and one of those, Lt. Herman Brown, Jr., gave his life 
for his country. 

On February 11, 1942, the Sisterhood marked it's Golden Anniversary. A 
formal banquet was held at the Bon Air Hotel and Mrs. Julian Hennig, Vice 
President of the Federation of Temple Sisterhoods, was the principal 
speaker. Also participating in this program was Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman 
of Congregation Children of Israel and Rabbi Sidney Ballon of Tree of Life 
Congregation in Columbia. Golden Jubilee services were held on Friday, 
February 13, 1942 and the participants included Rabbi Schwartzman, Mrs. 
Herman Dessauer, Mr. Mose Slusky, Mrs. Leopold Cohen, Judge A. L. 
Franklin, Mr. Hugh Kinchley of the Catholic Bulletin, and Mr. Guy 
Hurlbutt, Minister of Beech Island Baptist Church. 

On the evening of Friday, May 11, 1945, the Centennial Service of Con
gregation Children of Israel was held at the Telfair Street sanctuary. Over 
300 people attended this magnificent event and the main address was given 
by Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, then director of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations and an outstanding leader of American Jewry. Par
ticipating in that service, in addition to Rabbi Schwartzman, were Rabbi 
Henry Goldberger of Adas Yeshurun Synagogue, Mr. James Harbin, 
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representing the Mayor of Augusta, Rev. Cary N. Wisinger, President of 
the Protestant Ministirial Association of Augusta, Abe Friedman, President 
of the Congregation, Mrs. Heline Cohen, President of Sisterhood, and Mrs. 
Sylvan Schwartzman. Letters of greeting were received from President 
Roosevelt, the Governor, both Georgia Senators, and others. 

At the Centennial annual meeting, plans began to formulate for the erec
tion of a new Temple as soon as possible after the end of the War in which 
the country was engaged. The first monies were raised on June 4, 1945. 

By the year 1945, the Congregation had grown to a membership of 
around 190 individual members. 

Rabbi Norman Goldburg assumed the pulpit in 1949 and remained as 
Rabbi of Congregation Children of Israel until 1968. During his tenure, the 
Congregation grew and grew and two new Sanctuaries were constructed. 

It took until 1950 to raise the necessary funds to build the first Walton 
Way Temple. On June 14, 1950, the ground breaking took place, and the 
building was ready for occupancy some 18 months later. In the meantime, it 
became necessary to vacate the Telfair Street building before the new 
building was ready, and the members of the Trinity on the Hill Methodist 
Church allowed the Congregation to use their facilities for services for a 
period in excess of six months. The spirit of Brotherhood thus once again 
prevailed in Augusta as it always had in the past. 

The dedicatory service of the first Walton Way building was held on 
November 16, 1961 and those participating were former and future Presi
dent Harry Steine, Rev. J. Hambry Barton of Trinity on the Hill Methodist 
Church, Rabbi Starrells of Savannah and Rabbi Glaasner of Athens, Abe 
Friedman, Rabbi Goldburg and others. The principal address was made by 
Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman, former Rabbi of Congregation Children of 

Israel. 

The Congregation continued to grow and in 1964, it was noted that a new 
sanctuary, social hall, and kitchen were needed to keep up with the growth 
of the Congregation. Thus a new campaign began for the building of the 
present Sanctuary. 

On March 16th and 17th, 1967, the dedication of the new Sanctuary and 
other facilities took place. Participating in that service were The Rev. 
William H. Gardner of Trinity on the Hill Methodist Church, Rev. Daniel 
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Churton of the VA Hospital, Rev. Dr. R. J. Robinson of First Baptist 
Church, Msgr. Daniel J. Bourke of St. Mary's on the Hill Church, Dr. E. 
Clayton Calhoun of Paine College, Mayor George Sancken, Former Gover
nor Carl Sanders, Rabbi Norman Goldburg of Congregation Children of 
Israel, and Dr. Ariel L. Goldburg, brother of Rabbi Goldburg of Augusta 
and Rabbi of Temple Beth Ahabah of Richmond, Virginia. The main ad
dress was given by Dr. Ariel Goldburg and Morton Wittenberg, the Con
gregation President and Harry Steine, as Program Chairman also par
ticipated. 

Rabbi Goldburg retired as active Rabbi in 1968, and he was succeeded by 
Rabbi H. Richard White, who served as Rabbi for over ten years. Rabbi 
White was succeeded by Rabbi Chaim Joseph Wender, who remains as Rab
bi of the Congregation. 

In 1984, Jackie Wetherhorn became the first female President of the Con
gregation. 

Since it's inception in 1879 as the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society and it's 
change to the Sisterhood in 1919, this organization has been a vital part of 
Congregation Children of Israel. The ladies have funded the religious 
school, done much for the upkeep of the physical facilities, and worked and 
raised money for many charities in Augusta. The annual Calendar of the 
sisterhood is always eagerly awaited by the entire community. Their work 
in the areas of administration, human relations, religious education and ad
vancement of Judaism is vital to the well being of this Congregation. 
Without them, this Congregation would be lacking much. 

In 1953, a volunteer choir was formed under the leadership of Mrs. Harry 
Steine. The choir has continued to grow and bring the best of music to the 
Temple services and in 1982, an organization known as "Friends of the 
Temple Choir" was formed to bring to the Temple a choir of professionals 
and amateurs unequalled in the history of the Congregation. 

The people of Congregation Children of Israel are what has made it grow 
and prosper. So many have worked so hard to make this Congregation 
what it is today. Not only have the members worked hard in behalf of the 
Congregation, they have also worked hard for the betterment of the Jewish 
Community and of this city and nation. They have excelled in Jewish and 
secular charities. So many have served their country in times of war and 
peace. They have been successful business men. They have been prominent 
attorneys. They have given much to the medical community. They have 
served in City Council and on the County Commission and there have been 
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Our 
Temple 

Heritage 

Telfair Street Temple circa I 869 

Though your beginning be small, 
In the end you will grow very great." 

Job 8:6,7 TJB 

Walton Way Temple At Bransford Road -- I 95 I 

In 1733, General James Oglethorpe landed in 
Savannah. Two years later he travelled up river and found
ed Augusta. In 1802, the first recorded member of the 
Augusta Jewish community, Issac Hendricks, arrived from 
Charleston, South Carolina to trade hides and furs with 
Native Americans. His death and burial in 1847 marked the 
opening of the Jewish section of Magnolia Cemetery, 
owned and operated by the city. 

By 1845 the Jewish community in the Central 
Savannah River Area had expanded to approximately 20 
people who felt the need to form a Religious School. This 
was the core of what became Congregation B'Nai Israel, 
The Children of Israel in 1846. Tish-ah Be-Av and High 
Holy Day services were held that year in a rented room with 
a temporary ark, and in 1849 the congregation was granted 
a corporate charter ... 

Walton Way Temple Dedicated March 17, 1967 
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.. . After a growth spurt to 44, temple members decided to construct a place of worship on Telfair Street in 1869. 
Construction contributions came from both Jews and non-Jews in a cooperative effort. When the building's cornerstone 
was laid, the Mayor, City Council members, Masons and other prominent Augustans participated in the festivities . 
Rabbi Issac Mayer Wise, the principle architect of American Reform Judaism, delivered the keynote address. The 
Telfair Street temple was completed in 1870, and in 1873 it became the third affiliate of The Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations founded by Rabbi Wise. 

Congregation women established the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society in 1879. In 1919, The National Federation of 
Temple Sisterhoods was created. The Society joined and became a Sisterhood. On February 11, 1942 the Sisterhood 
commemorated its Golden Jubilee with a black tie affair at the Bon Air Hotel. The temple Brotherhood was born in 
the l 920's. Revamped in 1992, the Brotherhood is a vital component of our social, educational, and civic life. 

During the tenure of Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman, Congregation Children of Israel held its 1 OOth anniversary in 
1945. Rabbi Maurice Eisendrath, head of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations spoke at this gala and 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt sent a telegram. At the time of the centennial, temple members numbered 190, 
and it was clear that the Telfair Street edifice was not large enough. A building fund was started and in 1946 a site was 
selected at the corner of Bransford Road and Walton Way. However, before the new temple was finished, the old one 
had to be vacated. For six months services were conducted at Trinity-On-The-Hill Methodist Church where both 
Jewish and Christian symbols were displayed on the altar in a show of interfaith solidarity. The new building was dedi
cated on November 16, 1951. 

In September 1949, Rabbi Norman Goldburg, his wife Rose and their two children were welcomed to Augusta. 
Rabbi Goldburg guided our congregation longer than any other spiritual leader. He retired in 1968. Together Rabbi 
and Rose, as they were known affectionately, fostered family involvement and an atmosphere of intellectual curiosity. 
While they were active, a volunteer choir and temple youth group made their debuts. In addition, the Rabbi played an 
important part in the local civil rights movement. 

By 1964 the congregation was experiencing growing pains again so members voted to erect a new sanctuary, 
social hall and kitchen at the Walton Way location. This building was dedicated on the weekend of March 17th, 1967. 

To honor Rabbi Goldburg's 90th birthday, the upstairs sanctuary, stage, library and foyer in the original Walton 
Way building were renovated. They retain their endowed names but are now known collectively at the Rabbi Norman 
M. Goldburg Center for Living Judaism. Constantly used for meetings, exhibits and cultural activities, these rooms 
provide a lasting tribute to the memory of Rabbi Goldburg and his wife. 

In 1971 H. Richard White took over as Rabbi and remained until 1981. While he was here, the temple Board was 
enlarged to 15 members including representatives from the Sisterhood and youth group. Weekday Hebrew School was 
started, yarmulkes could be worn, and women could recite aliyot. To help meet the temple's financial needs, the annual 
benefit raffie evening began. 

Rabbi Chaim Wender, a graduate of The Leo Baeck School in London, assumed the pulpit in 1981 . Under his 
auspices the emphasis was on education. Brunch With The Rabbi was inaugurated as was a Beginning Hebrew Course 
for Adults. Programming was developed to include The Round Table Supper Club and Introduction to Judaism Class. 
Temple membership increased and land was purchased for a supplemental parking lot adjacent to The Forest Hills 
Elementary School. 

In our 150th anniversary year, Jordan M Parr is the congregation's 29th Rabbi. He has served since 1990. There 
are 225 families who belong to our temple and 140 children attend Religious School. Rabbi Parr and his wife, 
Cynthia, have been instrumental in instituting Tot Shabbat and overseeing the renovation of the Judaica Shop. There 
are numerous outreach programs, adult bar and bat mitzvah classes, and a Caring Congregation Committee to aid the 
sick. 

In January 1995, we commemorated the continuity of our congregation with a Sesquicentennial Weekend. Rabbi 
Alexander Schindler, President of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations, followed in his predecessors' foot
steps and spoke at Shabbat services. Mayor Charles De Yaney proclaimed Friday, January 20th "Congregation Children 
on Israel Day." On Saturday a dinner dance and cabaret review of our history was held at the temple. Sunday featured 
the singing of our youth choir trained by Music Director David Neches, the burying of a time capsule, and the planting 
of a special magnolia tree. Coming anniversary events range from a dessert concert of contemporary and popular 
music by Jewish composers to services honoring confirmands and our founding families . 

At the midpoint of our birthday year The Union of American Hebrew Congregations Small Congregations 
Conference was held in Augusta for the first time. Over 350 people representing 200 congregations from the United 
States and Canada studied with noted scholars, shared ideas and socialized form March 30th through April 2nd. The 
theme of the conference, "The Future Is In Our Hands," set the appropriate tone for challenge that faces us in our next 
150 years. 
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A Message From Our Rabbi 

Dear Friends: 

I am thrilled to introduce you to the Temple's yearbook. In commemoration of our congregation's 
l 50th anniversary, our Sisterhood has put together this wonderful collection of photographs and reminis
cences. This yearbook provides a priceless encapsulation of our congregation in 1995. 

I especially want to thank the Sisterhood, and in particular Elyse Kronowski, for their valuable work in 
bringing this project to fruition. Elyse has worked for countless hours, and this wonderful book is a tribute 
to her efforts. 

I am personally thrilled to be your Rabbi during this, the 150th anniversary of our congregation. Fate 
has dealt me a good hand. Cynthia, Rebecca and Sarah join me in wishing you a hearty Maza! Tov! May 
the next 150 years be as terrific as these have been! 

B'Shalom, 

~~??~~L, 
Rabbi Jordan M. Parr 
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A Message From Our Congregation's President 

As President of the congregation it is a privilege 

and a pleasure to offer greetings in the 

Congregation Children of Israel photographic 

directory. This inaugural directory is commemo

rating the l 50th anniversary of our congregation. 

It is hoped that the next 150 years is as successful 

as the previous 150 years. 

Success is measured in our commitment to 

Judaism, for the individual, for the family, for the 

congregation and for the community at large. 

Congregation Children of Israel has worked to 

strengthen the Jewish fabric of our community 

through our worship services, education for chil

dren and adults, life cycle celebrations, youth 

activities and multiple other programs. 

It is the sum total of the contribution of all who have preceded us that have created our 

unique history and it will be the contributions of each one of us now that will make the future 
successful. 

Chazak chazak venitchazek. May we go from strength to strength. 

Monroe I. Levine 

President 
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A Message From Our Sisterhood President 

Congregation Children of Israel is celebrating the 150th anniversary of its founding. Even 
though the times and society have undergone many changes, our challenge as Jewish women remains 
basically the same. We must look towards the future, but take with us lessons learned from the past. 
During all of these years the women of the congregation have always been in the forefront of service 
to our families, our Temple and our community. 

Let's rededicate ourselves to planting the seeds which foster pride in our heritage, help Judaism 
grow and encourage our children and friends to increase their participation in Temple activities. 
Children learn by what they see us do; thus, it is important for us to strive to be good role-models. 

Judaism and our Temple will continue to grow with a strong commitment by all. May it be G-D's 
will that our children and Grandchildren just as joyously celebrate the bicentennial of Congregation 
Children of Israel in 2045. 

Heartfelt thanks to all who worked so hard to bring about such a resounding success on the 
150th's year. 

On behalf of the Sisterhood Board, let me take this opportunity to wish the Temple a Happy 
Birthday! 

Fondly, 

Ila Abramovitz 
President -- 1993-95 
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A Message 
From Our 

Brotherhood 

Few people have an opportunity to take part in important moments in history. We, however, are 
fortunate to have such an opportunity. It is a real honor to say on behalf of the Temple 
Brotherhood: Happy 150th Anniversary to Congregation Children of Israel!! 
During this year we have remembered our founders who gave so much to see this religious institu
tion endure. For as with any organization it is the membership linked by a common doctrine that 
binds us into a meaningful entity. This was certainly true with the Temple Brotherhood which was 
recently rejuvenated after a long period of inactivity. Ralph Abramovitz will be remembered for 
his efforts to this end. His dedication to the Temple and our Men's Club was unparalleled. He 
understood that united, the men of our Congregation could make a positive contribution to our 
Children and the Temple. We will always strive to measure up to that vision. 
The Brotherhood sponsors the annual Sukkot Picnic, tree planting for Tu B' Shevat, the community 
dinner for Purim, in addition to providing lay services and ushering. We provide a myriad of social 
activities designed to bring our congregants together. In this Anniversary year, the Brotherhood 
passed another important milestone of service, affiliation with the National Federation of Temple 
Brotherhoods. 
We only hope that the Brotherhood withstands the test of time and endures with the Temple for 
another 150 years. May the inspiration of these past years enable us to better serve our Youth, 
Community and Faith in the future. Again, from us all, MAZEL TOY on this momentous anniver
sary!!!! 

Jack P. Goldenberg 
President 
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Activities 

Passover 

Festival Singers 

1 .; ··-

Youth Choir 
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David Neches -- Music Director Jewish Festival 
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Bart D. Wittenberg Religious School 

The Barton David Wittenberg building and religious school was established in June 
1975 as a memorial to "Bart" who died in a tragic scuba diving accident on April 7, 1975 
at the age of 19. 

Bart was the son of Mort and Boots Wittenberg and the brother of Robyn 
Wittenberg Dudley and Jonathan Stewart Wittenberg. Bart's family and friends chose 
this memorial as a remembrance of his devotion to the temple in Augusta and the Reform 
Judaism youth groups in the area. 

Bart was born in Augusta on December 25, 1955. He attended the Temple 
Kindergarten and the Religious School. Bart celebrated his Bar Mitzvah in 1969 and was 
a member of the confirmation Class of 1971. Bart serve in many leadership roles in the 
Temple Youth Group and was a senior advisor while serving on the Regional Board of 
Temple Youth Groups. He spent most of his summers, after the age of 10, at the UAHC 
Camp Coleman in Cleveland, Georgia and traveled to Kibbutz Kfar Menachem in Israel 
during the summer of 1973. 

Bart devoted time to other community service projects including the CB Radio Club 
of Augusta and the CSRA Rescue Squad. His foremost love, though, was the Temple, 
and he tried to encourage as many as possible to delve more deeply into the values and 
traditions of our Jewish way of life through their involvement in Temple activities . 

Rabbi White, Jonathan, Mort and Bart 
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ABRAMOVITZ, Ralph & Ila 

ALPERIN, Dr. Henry & Annie 

BAYLOR, Lewis & Debra 
Rebecca 

BOERCKEL, Ralph Ill 

AGRESS, Joyce L. 

ANNIS, Jeff & Lisa 
Jennifer, Leslie 

BERGER, Michael & Jennifer 

BRODY, Jeanie 

ALALOF, David & Meryl 

BAREFIELD, Mickey & Tracy 

BISSELL, Rob & Helen 
Ellie, Ben 

BRUCKNER, Dr. Howard & Dr. Ziva 

ALBRECHT, Bill & Nettie 
Zachary, Benjamin 

BASHINSKI, Ben Ill & Deborah 
Alexis, Ben IV 

BLANCK, Ilse 

BURNSTEIN, Doris 
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BYRNE, Bruce & Janet 
Alyson, Casey 

COHEN, Lois 

DAVID, George & Sandra 
Meta, Julianne 

ENTIN, Harold & Rena 

COHEN, Doris 

COHEN, Dr. Morris & Lisa 
Melissa, Jessica 

DAVIS, Steven & Julie 
Benjamin 

FEIERTAG, Rick & Bobbi 
Rachel 

COHEN, Howard & Faith COHEN, Joel & Paulette 
Daniel, Michelle, Beth, Jamie 

COPENHAVER, William & Karel DARLING, Helen 

DUBIN, Dr. Stevin & Dr. Holly Jense EIRING, Jim & Cynthia 
Madelaine Adam, Erica 

FISHBEIN, Summer & Joan FREEDMAN, Dr. Murray & Dr. Sandra 
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FRIEDHEIM, Steve & Mary 
Erica 

GOLDBERG, Peter & Lynn 
Todd, Keith 

GROSSMAN, Peter & Kim 
Aaron, Jordan 

HERRELL, Rodger & Nan 
Jessica, Brittany, Jordanna 

FRIEDMAN, Stephan & Mary 

GOLDSTEN, Barry & Gail 
Melissa, Beth, Lori 

HAAS, Ruth 

JAMES, Lori 
Rachael 

FURST-KWIS, Bob & Anne 

GREENBERG, Martin & Linda 
Caroline, Lily 

HARKINS, Bobby & Karen 
Ave-Rose, David Lee 

JOLLES, Bernice 
Nathan, Alan, Steven 

GOLDBERG, Joe & Barbara 

GREENE, Joanne 

HARRELL, Dr. Dean & Lori 
Marc, Sean 

JOLLES, Isaac S. & Myra 
Marcy, Jonathan 
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KATZ, Jay & Allen 
Jason, Elaine 

KRONOWSKI, Kent & Elyse 
Adam 

LEVINE, Mo & Cindy 
Scott, Emily, Sarabeth, David 

LOWENSTEIN, Manfred & Dr. Arie 

KAUFMANN, Rob & Susan 
David, Danny, Andrew 

KUNIANSKY, Harry & Marcia 

LEVINSON, Ernie & Kathy 
Ira, Rachel 

KORN, Jack & Linda 
Rebekah, Alexander 

KUNKEL, Burt & June 

LOFT, Gerald & Bea 

MANN, Michael 

KORN, Joey & Jill 
Jason, Jana, Julia 

LASKY, Hal 

LOW, Leona Jane 

MARKS, Dr. Stuart & Susan 
Rachel, Geoffrey 
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MELCHER, Richard & Nan 
Evan, Erin 

MINTZ, Barbara 
Christopher Tullis, Jonathan Mintz 

NECHES, David & Michelle Bannon 
Jeremy 

PHILLIPS, William & Marjorie 
Scooter 

MELDRUM, Cliff & Ronni 

MOTHNER, Jane 

NIMIROVSKI, lakov & Guenrieta 

POUSMAN, Mike & Cynthia 
Zachary, Barry 

MESSING, Mark & Terri 
Rachel, Aaron 

MOYER, Beverly 
Megan, Kristen, Brentt 

PARR, Rabbi Jordan & Cynthia 
Rebecca, Sarah 

PRICE, Elliot & Bonnie 
Amy, Mara, Jay 

MEYER, Leon & Anita 
Kenneth 

NATHAN, Steven 

PEARLSTEIN, Jay & Agnes 

PRINSKY, Dr. Norman 
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RAYBON, Clay & Bonnie 
Traci, Lesley 

ROSENBLUM, Fred & Kathy 
Amy, Tracy 

SCHARFF, Michael & Robin 
Jacob, David, Melody 

SHAPIRO, Harold & Marian 

REED, Ronald & Lynn 
Brook, Forrest 

ROSENTHAL, Albert & Alice 
Theresa, Beth, Bert, Fred 

SCHEER, Henry & Donna 
Mallary, Anna 

SHAPIRO, Harold & Suzanne 

RIFKIN, Marvin & Eileen 

SAUL, Jerome & Suzie 

SCHWARTZ, Dr. Paul & Jane 
Jennifer, David 

SHAPIRO, Jack & Jackie 

ROSEN, Richard & Judi 
Brett, Andrew, Lindsay 

SCHARFF, Louis & Dot 

SCHWARTZ, Seth & Jean 
Amanda, Heather 

SHLAER, Dr. Michael & Marsha 
Tessa Avi 
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SIEGELSON, Alan & Randy 

SIMOWITZ, Jon & Susan 

STEIN, Sid 

THOMASON, Dr. David & Karen 
Tiffany, Lindsey, Michael 

SILVER, David M. & Mollie P. 
David B., Daniel A. 

SINSHEIMER, Lee 

STEINE, Harry 

WALPERT, Norma 

SIL VER, Myrna F. 

SISKIN, Heline 

STEINSAPIR, Jaime 

WEINSTEIN, Richard & Phyllis; Joshua Weinstein, 

Julia Farr, Gordon Farr, Jason Weinstein 

SIMON, Henry & Doris 

SOLURSH, Dr. Lionel & Dr. Diar 
Lia, Jamine 

SURASKY, Stephen & Peppy 
Aaron, Jared 

WEISS, Arnold & Joan 
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WETHERHORN, Jackie 

WOLF, Jeff & Vicki 
Sarah 

:j:DOLIN, Martin & Harriet 

WIGGINS, Phyllis 

ZIPPERER, Jane 

:j:HAMMER, Ruth 

WllTENBERG, Dr. Morton & Boots 

:j:COHEN, Hal & Tracy 
Halye, Alexandra 

:j:LEVY, Beatrice 

WOLEN, Ralph & Betsy 
Aaron, Laura Ashley 

:j:DAVIS, Damon & Johanna 
Michelle, Heather 

:j:FRIEDMANN, Betty 

:j:denotes submitted photographs 
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73txi148 ... ABELMAN, Harris & Gloria; Taylor 

3104 Shelley Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-5734 ... ABRAMOVITZ, Ila 
2911 Mayfair Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-1865 ... AGRESS, Joyce 
827 Milledge Rd. #F-3 
Augusta, GA 30904 

863-1200 ... ALALOF, David & Meryl 
3570 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

855-9303 ... ALBRECHT, Bill & Nettie 
Zachary, Benjamin 
3703 El Cordero Ranch Springs 
Martinez, GA 30907 

738-7317 ... ALPERIN, Henry & Annie 
1 Eagleton Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-5601 ... ANNIS, Jeff & Lisa 
Jennifer, Leslie 
1323 Glenn Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

736-0037 ... ARAZIE, Sam & Joan 
Jeri , Ryan, Alison 
3124 Sussex Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-8720 ... ARONOW, Ron & Louise 
2605 Bellevue Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

-8-
706-
359-1076 ... BALL, George & Penne 

Marissa, David, Cassie, Maggie 
R.R. 2, 4B Plantation Ci r. 
Lincolnton, GA 3081 7 

860-9585 ... BAREFIELD, Mickey & Tracy 
214 Stonington Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733-2640 ... BARTON, R.O. & Annette 
7 Shadowbrook Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733~7 ... BASHINSKI, Ben & Deborah 
Alexis, Ben 
14 Summerville Ln. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

279-4688 ... BAYLOR, Lewis & Debra; Rebecca 
226 Longstreet Crossing 
North Augusta, SC 29841 

CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
3005 Walton Way 

Augusta, Georgia 30909 
706-736-3140 

Photographed August 1994 

BENJAMIN, Rosina 
1180 Haywood Rd., Apt. 228 
Greenville, SC 29615-2253 

863-0229 ... BENNETT, Bill & Carol; Lee 
46 Plantation Hills Dr. 
Evans, GA 30809 

481-8321 ... BERGER, Michael & Jennifer 
2440 McDowell St. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

863 4475 ... BISSELL, Helen & Rob 
Ellie, Ben 
705 Michaels Creek 
Evans, GA 30809 

736-3947 ... BLANCK, Ilse 
2000 Townevue Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

860-6626 ... BOERCKEL, Ralph 
3630 Old Ferry Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

803-
648-0451 ... BOTSCH, Robert & Carol 

David, Matthew 
120 Gyles Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

803-
642-2966 ... BOYD, Pam 

Jacob, Jessica 
P.O. Box 228 
Aiken, SC 29802 

278-3306 ... BRIGMON, Robin & Lelia 
Matthew, Nathan 
512 San Salvador Dr. 
North Augusta, SC 29841 

868-0021 ... BRODER, Jeffrey 
751 Deerwood Pl. 
Evans, GA 30809 

738-8661 ... BRODY, Jean 
3016 Sussex Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-8960 ... BRUCKNER, Howard & Ziva 
8 Bransford Pl. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

736-9855 ... BUDENSTEIN, Sam & Robyn; Daniel 
750 Lancaster Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

737-5791 ... BURNSTEIN, Doris 
1709 Wood hill T r1. 
Augusta. GA 30909 

863-0659 ... BYRNE, Bruce & Janet 
Alyson, Casey 
4054 Oregon Tr1. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

-C-
863-4753 ... CAMPBELL, Chuck & Harriet 

Hope, Heather 
3657 Bay Point 
Martinez, GA 30907 

868-5191 ... CAREY, Kelley & Shelley 
Lauren, David 
37 45 W. Lake Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

278-0715 ... CHAPLIN, Audrey & Robert 
Eric, David 
2011 Pisgah Rd. 
North Augusta, SC 29841 

863-0284 ..• CLIFTON, David & Minam; Rebecca 
388 Leitz Ct. 
Grovetown, GA 30813 

733-5615 ... COHEN, Doris 
302 Valleyvue Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-0727 ... COHEN, Hal & Tracy 
Alexandra, Hayle 
2707 Kipling Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

737-0488 ... COHEN, Howard & Farth 
Daniel, Michelle, Beth, Jamie 
509 Regent Pl. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-0225 ... COHEN, Joel & Paulette 
3418 Walton Way 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-7210 ... COHEN, Lois 
3106 Ramsgate Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-1650 ... COHEN, Morris & Lisa 
Melissa, Jessica 
2963 Foxhall Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733-8946 ... COLE, Lees 
2549 Walton Way, E-4 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-2316 ... CONNUCK, David 
2305 Middleton Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-4255 ... COPENHAVER, Bill & Karel 
3531 Interlachen Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

CRISTAL, Teri 
P.O. Box 2847 
Augusta, GA 30914 Cuba Family Archives



Congregation Children of Israel 

-D-
863-9566 ... DANIELS, Lisa; Jonathan 

4430 Whisperwood Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

736-5177 •.. DARLING, Helen 
500 Norwich Rd ., Apt. 34 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-00S6 ... DAVID, George & Sandy 
Meta, Julianne 

404-

449 Waverly Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

48~018 ... DAVIS, Damon & Johanna 
393 Stanton Ridge Way SE 
Conyers, GA 30208 

44:2-9940 ... DAVIS, Martin & Sharon 
Sarah Perry, Julie 
1899 Green Forest Dr. 
North Augusta, SC 29841 

736-6365 ... DAVIS, Steve & Julie 
3603 Bimini Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

404-
233-1519 ... DESSAUER, Sara 

3755 Peachtree Rd. NE 
Atlanta, GA 30319 

736-3913 ..• DIAMANT, Gert 

706-

827 Milledge Rd., E-4 
Augusta, GA 30904 

554-3470 ... DOLIN, Martin & Harriet 
P.O. Box477 
Waynesboro, GA 30830 

736-2097 ... DOLINSKY, Joe & Lenny 
2814 Peachtree Pl. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

868-9625 ... DUBIN, Steve & Holly Jense 
Madelaine 
3468 Stallings Island Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733-6116 ... DUNN, Frances 
3012 Park Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

-E-
855-6020 ... EIRING, Jim & Cynthia 

Erica, Adam 
520 McKinnes Park 
Evans, GA 30809 

855-1962 ... ENTIN, Harold & Rena 
468 Creekwalk Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

803-
642-9113 ... EPSTEIN, Franklin & Maryann 

Austen, Dryden, Larkin, Marlowe, 
Nathaniel 
120 Dupree Pl. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

738-5191 ... ESTROFF, Brian & Heidi 
1542 Whitney St. 
Augusta , GA 30904 

733-4842 .•• ESTROFF, Naomi 
1002 Katherine St. #7 
Augusta, GA 30904 

736-3566 ... ETERSQUE, Stanley 
1001 Y2 Red Bird Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

-F-
855-1391 •.. FEIERTAG, Rick & Bobbi; Rachel 

3716 W. Lake Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

73~28 ..• FEILER, Abe & Bonnie; Risa 
522 Henderson Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

855-6557 ... FELDMAN, David & Mary; Alex 
3093 Parrish Rd., Apt. G 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733-9851 ... FELDMAN, Jack & Barbara 
Stuart, Nancy 
812 Quail Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

279-3036 ... FELDMAN, Stuart & Amanda; Larry 
515 Lucy Ave. 
Belvedere, SC 29841 

733-4131 ... FISHBEIN, Sumner & Joan 
11 Tall Pine Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

803-
275-4220 •.. FOX, Raymond & Golda 

P.O. Box 155 
Johnston, SC 29832 

736-0288 ... FREEDMAN, Murray & Sandra 
7 Retreat Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

860-6500 ... FRIEDHEIM, Steve & Mary; Erica 
3702 Inverness Way 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733-4488 ... FRIEDMAN, Betty 
3040 Bransford Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-8575 ... FRIEDMAN, Steve & Mary 
3108 Vassar 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-0810 ... FURST-KWIS, Bob & Anne 
2920 Arrowhead Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

-G-
738-5070 ... GINSBURG, Jack & Patty 

501 Amiee Way 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-1428 ... GOLDBERG, Joe & Barbara 
511 Regent Pl. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

860-9156 ... GOLDBERG, Peter & Lynn Jaffe 
Todd, Keith 
4522 Vickie Ct. 
Evans, GA 30809 

868-5471 ... GOLDENBERG, Gloria 
2354 Spring House Ln., Apt. B 
Augusta, GA 30907 

Augusta, GA 

738-4278 ... GOLDENBERG, Jack & Cathy 
Stacy, Josh 

912-

3342 Wheeler Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

233-9371 ... GOLDMAN, Jenny 
314 E. 45th St. 
Savannah, GA 31405 

860-2289 ... GOLDSTEIN, Barry & Gail 
Melissa, Beth, Lori 
308 Gloucester Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

863-6110 ... GOODRICH, Allen & Martha 
Amanda 

803-

170 McBride Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

642-0061 •.. GREENBERG, Martin & Linda 
Caroline, Lily 
3406 Richland Ave. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

722-7024 ... GREENE, Joanne & 
George Westafer 
243 Greene St. 
Augusta, GA 30901 

863-3350 •.. GROSSMAN, Peter & Kim 
Aaron, Jordan 
3807 High Hampton Ct. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

-H-
733-6459 ... HAAS, Ruth 

2911 Mayfair Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-3957 ... HAMMER, Ruth 
602 Norwich Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-7767 ... HANDFINGER, Harvey & Alaine 
Aimee 
4212 Knollcrest Cir. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

736-8626 ... HARKINS, Bobby & Karen 
Ava-Rose, David 

803-

3219 Ramsgate Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

449-3279 ... HARPER, Paul & Linda 
117 Sassafras Rd. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

868-9437 .•. HARRELL, Dean & Lori 
Sean, Marc 
4586 Mallard Ct. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

733-4049 ••. HERRELL, Rodger & Nan 
Jessica, Brittany, Jordana 
2708 Wicklow Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

HERSKOWITZ, Ian 
1103 Woodruff Way 
Evans, GA 30809 
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736-7592 ... HEYMAN, Kenny & Theresa 
P.O. Box446 
Augusta, GA 30903 

278-4362 ... HILLMAN, Dan & Jan; Hannah 
807 Shawnee Dr. 

706-

North Augusta, SC 29841 

HYDRICK, Kar1 & Stacey 
682 Clinton Way W. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

-1-

595-1885 .. JTZKOW, Ida 
202 Lee St. 
Thomson, GA 30824 

-J-
863-6611 ... JOLLES, Bernice 

8128 Sir Galahad Dr. 
Evans, GA 30809 

736-2274 ... JOLLES, Buddy & Myra 
Marcy, Jonathan 
402 Sheffield Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-3766 ... JOLLES, Nathan 
2463 River1ook Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

-K-
736-8992 ... KAPLAN, Steve 

2406 Wilkshire Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

863-5531 ..• KATZ, Jay & Allen 
Jason, Elaine 
753 Bradberry Creek 
Evans, GA 30809 

733-0808 ... KAUFMANN, Rob & Susan 
David, Daniel, Andrew 
2239 Kings Way 
Augusta, GA 30904 

706-
554-6087 ... KINTISCH, Brian 

P.O. Box 1213 
Waynesboro, GA 30830 

738-4209 ... KORN, Jack & Linda 
Rebekah, Alex 
302 Fra-Nal Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-9573 ... KORN, Joey & Jill 
Jason, Jana, Julia 
2436 Camelot Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

803-
995-3524 ... KRAMER, Martha 

P.O. Box 6073 
Chappells, SC 29037 

650-2156 ... KRONOWSKI, Kent & Elyse; Adam 
512 Ihnen Ct. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

481-9657 ... KUNIANSKY, Harry & Marcia; Eric 
2712 Kipling Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-7029 ... KUNKEL, Burt & June 
3101 Shelley Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

650-9588 ... KUPFERBERG, Steve & Marcia Liu 
539 Oak Chase Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

-L-
855-8366 ... LASKY, Hal 

1000 Ster1ing Ridge Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

860-6657 ... LEVINE, Cliff & Liz 
Stephanie, Allison 
3552 Stevens Way 
Martinez, GA 30907 

736-5178 ... LEVINE, Moe & Cindy 

803-

Emily, Scott, Sara Beth, David 
2717 Wellington Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

649-9029 ... LEVINSON, Ernie & Kathryn 
Ira, Rachel 

803-

3013 Champagne Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

649-3936 ... LEVINSON-TAYLOR, Linda; Jennifer 
735 Banks Terr. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

650-1018 ... LEVY, Bea 

305-

4275 Owens Rd. #211 , Colonade 
Evans, GA 30809 

823..:3174 ... LEVY, Elizabeth 
525 S. Flagler Dr., Apt. 27D 
West Palm Beach, FL 33401 

736-8865 ... LEVY, Marilyn 
3062 Hillsdale Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-4512 ... LIPSITZ, Rosie 
3213 Montpelier Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-8249 ... LOFT, Jerry & Bea 
2609 Henry St. #B-5 
Augusta, GA 30904 

733..:3892 .•. LOW, Leona Jane 
2334 Overton Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

738-4651 ... LOWENSTEIN, Fred & Ar1ene 
2905 Westchester Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

650-8831 ... LUTIN, Bill & Kerry Kline 
Michael, Amanda 
3758 W. Lake Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

-M-
733-5615 ... MC DANIEL, Ginelle 

Corey, Jeremy 
302 Valleyvue Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

Augusta, C 

855--8208 •.. MANN, Michael 
3122 Village Ct S. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

736-2196 ... MARKS, Brian & Carol 
Phillip, Jonathan 
9 Highgate Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-2817 ... MARKS, Morris & Henrietta 
3025 Park Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-8404 ... MARKS, Stuart & Susan 
Rachel, Geoffrey 

803-

481 Cambridge Way 
Augusta, GA 30907 

259-5336 ... MAZURSKY, Barnett 
P.O. Box453 
Barnwell, SC 29812 

738-3583 •.. MELCHER, Neil & Maxine 
521 Winchester Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

868-6819 ... MELCHER, Richard & Nan 
Evan, Erin 
3594 Pebble Beach Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

738-7668 ... MELDRUM, Cliff & Ronni 
3029 Park Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

868-6239 ... MESSING, Mark & Terri 
Rachel, Aaron 
628 Stevens Crossing 
Martinez, GA 30907 

MEYER, David 
R.D. #5, Box 144-B 
Upper Stella Island Rd. 
Binghamton, NY 13905 

855-6306 ... MEYER, Kenneth 
3704 Wexford Pl. S. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

733-0190 ... MEYER, Leon & Anita 
2219 Dartmouth Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

854-8924 ... MILLER, Arthur & Jacquelyn 
4012 Dowling Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

733-6n9 ... MILLER, Yvonne 
2301 Glendale Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

855-8394 ... MINTZ, Barbara 
Chris Tullis, Jonathan Mintz 
321 Fair Oaks Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

733..:3903 ... MOOG, Joe & Catherine 
818 Poindexter Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-7831 ... MOTHNER, Jane 
3033 Lake Forest Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 Cuba Family Archives



Congregation Children of Israel 

706-
595-7406 ... MOYER, Beverly 

Kristen, Megan, Brett 
5977 Hobbs Rd. 
Dearing, GA 30808 

-N-
733-4849 ... NATHAN, Steve 

11 Mulberry Ln. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-4056 ... NECHES, David & Michelle Bannon 
Jeremy 
609 Cambridge Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-8563 ... NECK, Raymond & Ruth 
417 Creekwalk Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

738-6827 ..• NIMIROVSKI, lakov & Genrietta 
Inna 
1508 Wylds Ct., Apt. E 
Augusta, GA 30909 

650-0431 ..• NOTO, Mark & Penny; Lauren 
902 Sturbridge Dr. 
Evans, GA 30809 

-0-
736-1144 •.. ORUCH, Tobin & Trisha 

2509 Henry 
Augusta, GA 30904 

-P-
27S-3109 ... PARILLE, Gertrude 

1423 Wapoo Dr. 
North Augusta, SC 29841 

731-9726 ... PARR, Jordan & Cynthia 
Rebecca, Sarah 
705 Westminster Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-3750 ... PEARLSTEIN, Jay & Agnes 
2226 Huntington Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

737-3161 ... PERLMAN, Scott & Caroline Kohn 
2216 Kimberly Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

868-1134 .•. PHILLIPS, Bill & Ma~orie 
436 Cambridge Way 
Martinez, GA 30907 

803-
637--5439 ... PITTMAN, Winston & Kay; Ashley 

Rt. 1, Box 109 
Clarks Hill, SC 29821 

736-6171 ... POMERANCE, Mabel 
2911 Henry St. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-7178 ... POUSMAN, Michael & Cynthia 
Zack, Barry 
3408 Wheeler Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-2720 ... PRICE, Elliot & Bonnie 
Amy, Mara, Jay 
3508 Wakefield Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

860-7403 ... PRINSKY, Norman 
2932 Foxhall Cir. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

868-8434 ... PRISANT, Michael & Rose Trincher 
Michelle, Mike 
617 Brae Burn Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

-R-
868-0313 ... RAEZ, Eduardo & Artynn 

Samantha, Ezra 
199 Kestwick Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

736-1715 ... RATTNER, Lillian 
3151 Lake Forest Dr. #50 
Augusta, GA 30909 

855-8686 ... RAYBON, Clay & Bonnie 
Tracy, Lesley 
3970 Fairfax St. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

868-5666 .•. REED, Ron & Lynn 
Brook, Forrest 
3124 Greensboro Way 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-5856 ... RIFKIN, Marvin & Eileen 
647 Center Court Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

738-3613 ... ROBIN, Dorothy 
2822 Lombardy Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

650-9548 ... ROSEN, Rick & Judi 
Brett, Andrew, Lindsay 
3649 Foxfire Pl. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

863-7240 ... ROSENBLUM, Fred & Kathy 
Amy, Tracy 
596 Links Ln. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

736-1855 ... ROSENTHAL, Al & Alice 
Bert, Fred 
2931 Stratford Dr. 
Evans, GA 30809 

860-5139 ... ROSENTHAL, Theresa 
4275 Owens Rd. #2124 
Evans, GA 30809 

803-

RUBENSTEIN, Nell 
409 Pleasant Home Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

648-3131 ... RUDNICK, Herbert & Harriet 
P.O. Box 2222 
Aiken, SC 29802 

-S-
860-5611 ... SAUL, Jerry & Sue 

409 Shallowford Cir. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

722-8853 ... SAWILOWSKY, Jay & Mary 
699 Broad St. , Suite 1212 
Augusta, GA 30901 

Augusta, GA 

7334512 •.. SCHARFF, Lou & Dot 
3213 Montpelier Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-2898 ... SCHARFF, Michael & Robin 
Jacob, David, Melody 
3979 Willowood Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

736-5772 ... SCHEER, Henry & Donna 
Mallary, Anna 

803-

2411 Camelot Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

649-7626 ... SCHOER, Jack & Nancy 
Josh, Ben 
2114 Casaba Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

738-5295 ... SCHUSTER, George & Betty 
Jennifer 
3003 Park Ave. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

868-0496 •.. SCHWARTZ, Paul & Jane 
Jennifer, David 
631 High Hampton Dr. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

733-6470 ... SCHWARTZ, Chip & Paula 
3120 Chelsea Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

592-5827 ... SCHWARTZ, Seth & Jean 
Amanda, Heather 
152 County Une Rd. 
Hephzibah, GA 30815 

SCHWARZ, Henny 
Stadionkade 14 hs, 1077 VJ 
Amsterdam, Holland 

SEGALL, Sara 
347 S. College St. 
Metter, GA 30439 

650-0766 ... SELWYN, Hy & Blanche 
4275 Owens Rd. #2218 
Evans, GA 30809 

733-7579 ... SHAPIRO, Harold & Suzanne 
2912 Westchester Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-5467 ••. SHAPIRO, Harold & Marian 
812 Windsor Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-2528 ... SHAPIRO, Jack & Jackie 
543 Whitehead Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

737-8204 ... SHLAER, Michael & Marsha; Tess 
2423 Walton Way 
Augusta, GA 30904 

733-26n .. .SIDEMAN, Frances 
606 Aumond Rd. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-8267 •.• SEGELSON, Alan & Randy 
3137 Edinburgh Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

737-0383 ... SILBERT, Charlie 
2237 Lee St. 
Augusta, GA 30904 
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736-3948 ... SILVER, Allan & Lea 
3151 Lake Forest Dr., Apt. 41 
Augusta, GA 30909 

65(}.9972 ... SILVER, David & Mollie 
David Benjamin, Daniel 
3514 Wakefield Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

736-5621 ... SILVER, Myrna 
500 Norwich Rd., Apt. 10 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-4264 ... SIMON, Henry & Doris 
2214 Edgewood Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

724-7068 ... SIMON, Max 
1002 Greene St. #616 
Augusta, GA 30901 

651-0500 ... SIMON, David & Sharron 
Michael, Katie 

407-

4715 Oakley Pirkle Rd. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

483-5150 ... SIMOWITZ, Ann 
19747 Boca Greens Dr. 
Boca Raton, FL 33498 

736-0725 ... SIMOWITZ, Jon & Susan 
5 Summerville Ln. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-4420 ... SINSHEIMER, Lee 
444 Sheffield Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-8388 ... SISKIN, Heline 
500 Norwich Rd., Apt. 36 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-4377 ... SMITH, Anna 
2010 Townvue Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30904 

733-2026 ... SNAPPERMAN, Milton & Yolande 
3118 Chelsea Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

863-6164 ... SOLURSH, Lionel & Diane 
Lia, Janine 
3526 W. Lake Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

731-9469 ... STEIN, Peter & Barbara Rapaport 
Carly, Hannah, Jeremy 
3205 Montpelier Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

65(}.9106 ... STEIN, Sid 
722 Magruder Ct. 
Evans, GA 30809 

733-3052 ... STEINBERG, Jack & Sue 
2542 Commons Trace 
Augusta, GA 30909 

733-2831 ... STEINE, Harry 
2801 Walton Way #405 
Augusta, GA 30909 

731-9465 ... STEINSAPIR, Jaime 
565 High Court Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

803-

STULBERGER, Abraham & Leslie 
Cas 
1610 WoodhillTrl. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

648-6325 ... SURASKY, Steve & Peppy 
Aaron, Jared 
1415 Forest Hills Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29801 

736-1308 ... SWEENEY, Sonya 
500 Norwich Rd., Apt. 27 
Augusta, GA 30909 

-T-
868-7527 ... THOMASON, David & Karen 

Tiffany, Lindsay, Michael 
3570 Stevens Way 
Augusta, GA 30907 

-V-
803-
648-7374 ... VARALLO, Tom & Susan; Amy 

6 Cherry Hills Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

-W-
738-8348 ... WALPERT, Norma 

500 Norwich Rd., Apt. 32 
Augusta, GA 30909 

855-9274 ... WALPERT, Steve & Elizabeth 
Katherine, Sarah 
547 Crystal Creek E. 
Martinez, GA 30907 

56(}-2670 ... WEAVER, Marion & Terry 
Jennifer, Matthew 
5411-K Forest Rd. 
Hephzibah, GA 30815 

855-8791 ... WEINSTEIN, Richard & Phyllis 
Jason, Josh, Julia Farr, Gordon Farr 
3720 Clark Crossing 
Augusta, GA 30907 

901-
683-8456 ... WEISS, Arnold & Joan 

147 Greenvale 
Memphis, TN 38120 

736-2911 ... WEISS, Bea 
500 Norwich Rd. #39 
Augusta, GA 30909 

737-8005 ... WEISS, Ken & Jane 
Danielle, Alexa 
714 Westminster Ct. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

736-0143 ... WETHERHORN, Jackie 
446 Sheffield Cir. 
Augusta, GA 30909 

790-7044 ... WIGGINS, Phyllis 
DDEAMC A Company, Box 491 
Fort Gordon, GA 30905 

651-9758 ... WITTENBERG, Mort & Boots 
720 Bon Air Dr. 
Augusta, GA 30907 

Augusta, G 

650-0959 •.. WOLEN, Ralph & Betsy 
Aaron, Laura Ashley 
4431 Pierwood Way 
Evans, GA 30809 

803-
643-3575 .•. WOLF, Diane; Rachel 

305 Northwood Dr. 
Aiken, SC 29803 

860-4434 ... WOLF, Jeff & Vicki 
Laura, Meredith, Sarah 
201 Tremont Way 
Augusta, GA 30907 

-Z-
863-7892 ... ZIPPERER, Robert & Jane 

220 Napier Cir. 
Martinez, GA 30907 
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Sisterhood's Presidents 
A Woman of Valor Who Can Find? -Proverbs 31 

Mrs. Joseph Meyers 

Mrs. l.C. Levy 

Mrs. Simon Lesser 

Mrs. David Nachman ....... 1919-1923 

Mrs. Jake Schneider ........... 1923-25 

Mrs. Benedict Goldberg ...... 1925-26 

Mrs. Straus ........................... 1926-27 

Mrs. Charles Sylvester ........ 1927-27 

Mrs. B.S. Goldberg .............. 1933-36 

Mrs. Adrian Cohen, Sr ......... 1936-37 

Mrs. H. Rosenberg .............. 1937-38 

Mrs. I. Clarence Levy .......... 1938-40 

Mrs. L.A. Josephson ........... 1940-41 

Mrs. Leopold I. Cohen ......... 1941-43 

Mrs. Alex Furst .................... 1943-44 

Mrs. LI. Cohen .................... 1944-45 

Mrs. J. Ben Shapiro ............. 1945-47 

Mrs. Clarence Cohen .......... 1947-49 

Mrs. Herbert Nachman ........ 1949-50 

Mrs. Leopold Mothner ......... 1950-51 

Mrs. Alex Furst .................... 1951-52 

Mrs. H.S. Selwyn ................. 1952-53 

Mrs. A. Cohen, Sr ................ 1953-55 

Mrs. S. Rattner ..................... 1955-56 

Mrs. Mose Darling ............... 1956-57 

Mrs. E. Solomon .................. 1957-59 

Mrs. I. Bregman ................... 1959-61 

Mrs. C. Belisle ...................... 1961-62 

Mrs. M.H. Broudy ................. 1962-63 

Mrs. M. Wittenberg .............. 1963-64 

Mrs. H. Dessauer ................. 1964-66 

Mrs. Abram Korn ................. 1966-67 

Mrs. D. Wetherhorn ............. 1967-69 

Mrs. M. Estroff ... : ................. 1969-70 

Mrs. Betty Padilla ................ 1970-72 

Mrs. David Alalof ................. 1972-74 

Mrs. J. McNalley .................. 1974-75 

Mrs. B. Kunkel ..................... 1975-77 

Mrs. Damon Davis ............... 1977-78 

Mrs. Stanley Fuchs ............. 1978-80 

Mrs. Lawrence Lewis .......... 1980-82 

Mrs. Damon Davis & ........... 1982-84 
Mrs. David Wetherhorn 

Mrs. Abraham Feiler & ........ 1984-85 
Mrs. Peter Smith 

Mrs. Neil Melcher ................. 1985-87 

Mrs. Barry Goldstein ........... 1987-88 

Mrs. Neil Melcher ................. 1988-89 

Mrs. Charles Blair & ............ 1989-90 
Mrs. Jerry Saitow 

Mrs. J. Lamphere ................. 1990 

Mrs. Betty Padilla ................ 1991-92 

Mrs. Ila Abramovitz ............. 1993-95 Cuba Family Archives



Congratulations on the 150th Anniversary of 
Congregation Children of Israel 

Agnes & Jay Perlstein Annie, Hank, Elizabeth & Adam Alperin 

George & Betty Schuster Mr. & Mrs. Burton Kunkel & Family 

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Loft Harold & Suzanne Shapiro & Family 

Sumner & Joan Fishbein Martha, Allan, David & Amanda Goodrich 

Randy & Alan Siegelson Mrs. Maurice Dunn & Family 

Open Door Preschool Marvin & Eileen Rifkin & Family 

Rena & Harold Entin Rodger & Nan Herrel & Family 

Lisa & Jonathan Daniels Bernice, Nathan, Alan & Steven Jolles 

Mr. Harry Stein Harvey & Alaine Handfinger & Family 

Paige & Alan Kortick Bobbi, Rick & Rachel Fiertag 

Doris Burnstein & Family Jack & Linda Korn & Family 

Ila Abramovitz Mary, Steve & Erica Friedheim 

Gertrude Diamant Anne Furst 

Barbara Mintz & Sons Cynthia, Jim, Erica & Adam Eiring 

Ruth Haas Herbert & Harriet Rudnick & Family 

Stuart & Susan Marks Beverly, Meghan, Kristen & Brintt Moyer 

Harriet & Martin Dolin Terry, Mark, Rachel & Aaron Messing 

Leona Jane Low & Children David Neches, Michelle Bannon & Jeremy 

Robin, Lelia, Jessica, Matthew & Nathan Brigman Cuba Family Archives
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FORWARD 
"UNITED FOR WORSHIP AND CHARITY, A HISTORY OF CONGREGATION 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL"© 1982 by Jack Steinberg 

Printed in the United States of America 

This book represents many years of research that beg an 
in the 1960s for this writer. However the records and re
s earch actually began many years before and were most 
diligently kept by two members of the community, Elliot Ser
ot ta, who was a historical student and kept all types of 
records on all parts of the Augusta Jewish Community, and by 
Clarence Cohen, to whom this book is dedicated, who 
re~earched and kept records about all activities of 
Co ngregation Children of Israel. Much of the information in 
t he booklet is derived from maferial supplied by the above 
t wo people and this booklet would have been impossible 
without their records. 

In the late 1960s, I was teaching a Sunday School cl ass 
o f young teen age students and we were diligently studying 
Jewish History, when some of the students began asking ques
tions about Augusta Jewish History. I did not know too much 
about our local history at the time, so I called on Rabbi 
Go ldburg for help, and he opened our eyes to the rich his
tory of the Augusta Jewish community and especially of Con 
gregation Children of Israel. We visited the old cemetery 
an d Clarence Cohen spoke to our class on several occassions. 
These young people became eager for more information each 
t ime they learned something about our local history. They 
recorded all the information they could gather and I stil l 
have their hand writen notes. With the inspiration of these 
very dedicated young people, I have continued to research 
the history of this congregation to this day. Each piece of 
in formation leads to a search for more information, but I 
now believe it is time to record what information I have. 

So many people have helped to make all this possible. 
To each of them, my most sincere thanks. Some who deserve 
spec ial mention are: 

My wife, Sue, for all the patience and understanding 
she has shown while I worked on this. And my daughter, 
Min dy, for all the encouragement lent, and her husband, 
Rabb i Richard Agler, for his help in showing me so many ways 
to research the material and for his encouragement. 

Ra b bi and Mrs. Sylvan Schwartzman, who made a special 
trip t o Augusta to help me review the years he spent as 
Rabbi of the Congregation, and who was kind enough to loan 
me so many of his records. 

Rabbi and Mrs. Norman Goldburg, who are in themselves 
such a large part of the history of Congregation Children of 
Israel, and who have given me so much information about o u r 
history. 

Rabbi H. Richard White for all his help in gathering 
this information. 

Rabbi Chaim Wender for his encouragement and aid. 
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3us:H~!H? ~ih="pi.ro for t,:•Lin•J in documents c..i.nd holdi.n'l 
them for me and for di~sin'l up old minutes, etc. for me . 

P~tty and Abe Friedman, for all their encoura']ement and 
aid and information passed on to me. 

Harr~ St£2ine, for digqing up copies of old ch.:1rters and 
Cecil Steine for all her help in gathering information about 
the choir. 

Rhoda Cohen, for being so gracious to lend me so much 
of the material that Clarence had gathered. 

Adrian Cohen, Sr. tor giving me so much good 
ir·;formation. 

Manny Weisman for his helr with photography. 
To al the members of the Congregation for being so kind 

and gracious to lend me so much of their memorablia. Special 
thanks for help in this line to the Moog sisters, Helen 
Darlin~, Marion Shapiro, Sara B Dessauer, and to all the 
other~:. 

L.:1s:t, but cert:::dnl~ not J.e2st, 11'!'.J sincere th.:,1nks. to 
~oung Stephen Jolles for all his help and leg work. This 
~oung man has spent many, many hours in local libraries 
thumbing through old records 2nd sitting in front of 
microfilm viewers digging up as many tacts as possible. 
Without his help, this book would be at least 3nother year 
au..18.!:_J., 

DE:D IC.~ TI ON 
This book could not be dedicated to any
one but Clarence Cohen, a man who dedi
cated so much of his life to Congrega
tion Children of Israel and its people . 
Clarence Cohen, who was a direct descen
dant of Isaac Hendricks, the tirsl Jew
ish resident of Augusta, spent many 
years researching the history of Augus
t a, i ts 1..T ~·u.ii sh c i t i :c: ens, and f.:~ spec i a 1 1 'J 

the history of Con~regation Children of 
Israel. Because most of the records of 

the Tem~le were destroyed in the flood of 1888, most of the 
histor~ would have been impossible to assemble were it not 
tor thE work that Clarence did in his lifetime. 

Clarence was married in 1923 to the former Rhoda Green 
of Philadelphia and their children are Eetty Kleeman and 
Clarence Cohen, Jr. They have several grandchildren. 
Clarence was born in 1901 and lived until 1979. 

Clarence Cohen was not only a very active member of 
Congregation Children of Israel, and a member of its Board 
of Trustees for many years, but also a student of the Bible 
and an author of books about the Bible. He was a Colonel in 
the Army during World War II, a successful businessman, and 
Grand Master of the Georgia Masons. In short, Clarence 
Cohen was a soldier, businessman, scholar, .Mason, dedicated 
famil•.:J m.an, and a man o1' God. not much more can be said of 
any man. We are ~11 richer for having him as a part of our 
l i ''es and of our coi:1mun it~. 
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IN THE BEGINNING 
It was obvious from the very first days of its founding 

that Congregation Children of Israel would be a Congregation 
of tradition as well as well as progressive change. It ws 
also obvious that its members would be most active not only 
in the busy activities of their congregation but also in all 
facets of life in Augusta and the surrounding area. 

Although the congregation began as an Orthodox Synago
gue, at its very first services, held during the High Holy 
Days of 1846, prayers were read in both Hebrew and English 
and a mixed choir sang the hymns. The congregation continu
ed to consider itself Orthodox until the Telfair Street Tem
ple was built in 1869. Its first officers were also well 
known and active in all community affairs and this tradition 
has continued down to the present time. 

Although Savannah was founded in 1733 and Augusta two 
ye~rs later in 1735, we have no records of any Jewish people 
living in Augusta until 1802, when Isaac Hendricks came to 
Augusta from Charleston, S.C. He traded with local Indian 
tribes and was the only Jewish resident until Mr. Florence 
and his family and Isaac and Jacob Moise arrived about 1825. 
The children of Isaac Hendricks were instrumental in found
ing the Congregation and there has never been a time that 
his descendants were not members of this Congregation. 

Around 1844, the Jewish population of Augusta was aug
mented by an influx of German Jews. By 1845, enough Jews in 
Augusta recognized the need for Jewish training for their 
children to form a religious school. This religious school 
brought together the members to the Jewish Community and pro
vided the impetus to form a Congregation for the purpose of 
worship and charity. 

From this beginning, a meeting was called for September 
12, 1846 to make proper arrangements to hold services and 
proper observance of the approaching Rosh Hashonah and Yorn 
Kippur. The full attendance at this meeting inspired the 
group to such a degree that they discussed the possibility 
of establishing a full congregation and spontaneously adopt
ed a resolution proclaiming the formation of a Hebrew Socie
ty to be called "B'nai Israel", or "Children of Israel". It 
is not certain when "B'nai Israel" was dropped for the En
glish word "Children of Israel", but we know the Hebrew name 
was used and recognized by the community for several years. 
A marker at the corner of 5th and Telfair in downtown 
Augusta attests to that fact. The new congregation adopted 
a constitution at the meeting of September 12, 1846 and its 
preamble stated: "The scattered Israelites of Augusta, 
Georgia and Hamburg, South Carolina, desirous of uniting as 
a band of brothers, with a view of publicly worshipping the 
God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and of extending charity 
toward our needy breethren, so agree to form ourselves into 
a society with that object." There were twenty charter 
members, and two thirds of them were from Augusta and 
Hamburg and the other third lived in towns further out. The 
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following officers were elected at the organizational meet
ing: John J. Cohen, President; Samuel Levy, Vice Presi
dent; Lewis Levy, Secretary; and Sam~el Lilienthal, Treasur
er. Isaac Levy, Marcus Schiller, and John J. Cohen were 
appointed as the Committee on Charity. 

The High Holydays of 1846 were observed in a rented 
room fitted with a temporary Ark and other Jewish ritual ob
jects, and Lewis Carr of Madison, Georgia served as Cantor 
for the services. A mixed Portuguese and Ashkenazic service 
was used then and until 1869. 

For the remainder of that first year of 1846, Samuel Le
vy served as Cantor and conducted weekly Sabbath Services. 
Contributions from the Christian Community, the local Jewish 
Community, and outside Jewish communities enabled the infant 
Congregation to survive. 

The Religious School thrived from the very beginning. 
During the first years, there were ten to fifteen children 
enrolled in the religious school under the direction of Miss 
S.A. Moise aided by Miss Rosina Hendricks, both daughters of 
the earliest Jewish settlers in Augusta. The curriculum con
sisted of Pyke and Peixotti's catechisms and the study of 
the commandments for the younger grades, and of Bible study, 
Leeser's catechisms and creed for the upper classes. In a 
letter dated August 17, 1847, Thomas J. Moise, secretary of 
the congregation, tells of five boys who had been circumcis
ed the previous week. Three had been sons of Christian fath
ers and had come to Augusta from the more remote regions of 
the state where there had been few Jews. Now that their fa
thers had died, they were attracted more closely to the 
faith of their Jewish mothers and attended the Hebrew School 
in Augusta. They had voluntarily undergone circumcision. 

In November, 1846, Augusta city officials did indeed 
present the congregation with a section of land in Magnolia 
Cemetary to serve as a Jewish Burial Ground. Isaac Hen
dricks, the pioneer Jewish Citizen of Augusta, was the first 
to be buried there in 1847. He had been born in Europe in 
1777 and was twice married. We do not know the name of his 
first wife, but his second wife was Essie Phillips, whose fa
ther was a member of the Jewish community of Charleston. He 
made his living as an Indian trader, exchanging merchandise 
for furs and hides. He later went into the meat business. 
He had several children, and most of his sons moved to Louis
iana and Texas. Two of his daughters remained in Augusta: 
Rosina Hendricks married Abram Levy, and Hannah Hendricks 
married Judge Sam Levy. <Neither of the Levy's was relat
ed.> From the children of Isaac Hendricks' daughters can be 
traced many people who later played a prominent role in Con
gregation Children of Israel. I. Clarence Levy, Abram Levy, 
Adeline Levy Cohen, Mrs. Benedict Goldberg, Clarence Cohen, 
and Adrian Cohen Sr. are but a few. 

In 1847, Isaac Henry, president of the Mechanic's Bank 
and destined to later become president of the congregation, 
fitted out for the congregation a building to be used for 
worship. This was used until 1852. This author has been un
able to determine the location of this site. 

In 1848, the congregation began to grow as those who ,.., 
"-
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had not previously attended services now did so. The growth 
of the communitJ also continued as the post-Napoleonic era 
in Germany continued to cause Jews to leave that countr~ and 
come to Americ~ and to Augusta. Services in 1848 were con
ducted by Philip S. Jacobs of Columbia and by Samuel Levy. 
Officers of the Congregation~were John J. Cohen, President; 
Samuel Levy, Vice President; Thomas J. Moise, Secretary; and 
M. Schiller, Treasurer. 

On October 25, 1846, Thomas J. Moise, wrote the follow
ing letter to the Editor of the Occident Magazine of Phila
delphia, which at the time was the ors2n of the Orthodox con
gre~ations of the United States. This letter gives us the 
true feeling of the enthusiasm of the young Augusta Congre
gation. He =:a•Js: "Mr. Editor: I have been assigned the 
pleasing dut~ of announcing to you the progress which the Is
ra~lites of Augusta have recently made towards the public ob
serv2nce of their reli~ion, and the establishment of a ccn
gregation. The partial success with which our efforts have 
been crowned, ma~ be mainly attributed to the zeal which ha s 
been so general!~ mdinfe=:ted, and which if unabated will ul
timatel~ accomplish all that we desire. 

For man~ years the Israelites of our citLl, though ever 
adhering to their faith, have been so thoroughlLl mingled 
with the Christian porulation, that their identity as a rel i -
gious sect has been entirely destro~ed, 
has hitherto been made to rEstore it. 
our generation to effect a separation, 

and no united effor t 
It was reserved tor 
and the worshippers 

of the true and only God now constitute a distinct class. 
The establishment of a Hebrew Sunday School, about eighteen 
months sinre, 3nd the con=:e~uent intercourse which it pro
duced among the Jewi=:h families, Faved the way to this grat i 
fying result; a re=:ult which mus~ ql2dden the heart of every 
Israelite who love=:. his time-honoured and hol•.1 religion. To 
those ladies who originated and have since presided over 
this valuable institution, the meed of praise must be award
ed. The usefullness of that school has been fully tested, 
and while it has realized the most sanguine expectations of 
its friends, its founders have been richly rewarded b'::l the 
enthusiasm it has kindled in the cause of Judaism. 

After ascertaining that a sufficient number of Israe-
1 i tes could be convened tor the celebration of public wor
ship, a meeting was called on the 12th September last, to 
make arranqemEnts for keeping Roshashana and Kippur. 
Committees were appointed to make the necessaary regula
tions. The full attendance and lively interest displayed at 
this, our first meeting, encouraged us to renew exertions 
and another meeting was subsequently held for the purpose of 
forming the l=:raelites into a body. Resolutions to that 
effect were proposed and adpoted, and a Hebrew Society, un
der the name of "Children of Israel," was finally organized. 
The performance of public worship on all occasions possi
ble, and the relief of our sick and sut·tering brethren, were 
the ends designed in its formation, as embodied in the 
following preamble:" He then lists the preamble and the 
first otf icers as we have previously noted. He further 
stated, "Temporary laws were enacted tor the government of 
the society, and a committee appointed to draft a constitu-
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tion, which , at a succeeding meetinq, was adopted with some 
unimportant amendments. Twenty persons came forward and 
Joined the society,of whom nearly two thirds are residents 
of this city and Hamburg. The late holy days, Roshashana 
and Kippur, were celebrated by our people in a room procured 
for the purpose, and fitted up as nearly as possible in con
formity with the Jewish customs. The service was conducted 
with great solemnity and decorum, and gave general satisfac
tion. To Mr. Lewis Carr, of Madison, who was selected as 
Reader on both occassions, our united thanks are due. He 
went through the ritual in a dignified and impressive 
manner. Since that time we assemble for service weekly, Mr. 
Samuel Levy officiating as Reader. The prayers are said in 
Hebrew and English, equal portions of each, and are inter
spersed with Hebrew and English hymns, sung by a choir of la
dies and gentlemen organized for the purpose. An applica
tion was lately made by our president to the authorities of 
Augusta for a section of land to be used for a Jewish burial 
ground. With characteristic liberality, the City Councils 
have granted it, and a committee are now soliciting contribu
tions for the erection of a suitable wall or railing. The 
Jews of our city are so limited in means as well as numbers, 
that they will be enabled to contribute but a very small por
tion of the necessary amount. It is, therefore, our inten
tion to appeal to the different congregations in the United 
States tor pecuniary aid, as well for the above-mentioned 
purpose as for the building of a Synagogue. I cannot 
commend too highly the generosity of our Christian brethren. 
The calls which we have made upon them have been promptly 
responded to, and a just God, whom we worship in common, 
will reward their liberality. The work of benevolence and 
charity, which we can accomplish unaided, it will be the aim 
of our society to encourage and promote. A portion of the 
members will always act as a charitable committee, to re
lieve the indigent and suffering Israelites who may be 
thrown among us; and we entertain the pleasing hope that in 
time to come the widow and the fatherle5s will have cause to 
bless the "Children of Israel." 

It will be seen, Mr. Editor, by the foregoing brief 
transcript of our proceedingE, that the Jews of Augusta have 
effected much for the temporal and spiritual welfare of 
their brethren. They have established a house of worship, 
in which the Israelite may unite in prayer to the God of Is
rael; they have appointed individuals of a kindred faith to 
watch over his couch in sickness, and smooth his dying 
pillow, and when his eyes have closed in death, and his spi
rit has winged its flight to the regions of immortality, 
they have prepared a repository for his earthly remains, 
wherein they can be interred with all those rites and solem
nities to which the followers of Judaism are so devotedly 
attached." 

From the above article written ever so long ago, it cer
tainly seems to the author that those who founded Congrega
tion Children of Israel knew the direction they wished the 
congregation to go and they would not be disappointed in 
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its development since the beginning. 
An earlier article in the Occident written in September 

1846 mentions that serrvices were held on Tisha Bov with 
more than former strictness by the Israelites of Augusta and 
Hamburg and vicinity. This would indicate at least some re-
1 igious observance even before th~ High Holy days of 1846. 
This article also says "the school for religious instruction 
in Augusta is in prosperous condition." It also says, "Let 
us hope then, that the evidence of true Jewish feelings dis
played by the small remnant in Augusta and vicinity may ex
tend yet artther, and at length arouse them, though few in 
numbers, to unite permanently for worship and brotherly 
union." 

By December 1846, the Occident mentions the establish
ment of a congregation in Columbia, S.C. and that the Occi
dent is encouraging donations be sent to aid the congrega
tions in Columbia and Augusta. 

Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman, in an article in the maga
zine "Liberal Judaism" written for its June 1945 issue and 
entitled "Reform evolves in Augusta" sorts out some of the 
early history of the congregation and its leanings toweards 
Orthodoxy in some ways and Reform in others. He points out 
that by 1845 the struggle between rigid Orthodoxy and the re
latively new Reform movement was coming to the fore and that 
Congregation Children of Israel was born in the midst of 
that struggle. In 1824, forty seven members of Congregation 
Beth Elohim in Charleston petitioned their board of trustees 
for revisions in the service and for the use of English in 
sermons and Torah-readings. With their subsequent defeat, 
twelve members created "The Reformed Society of Israelites" 
as a new Charleston congregation and by 1841, their Rabbi, 
Gustavas Poznanski, precipitated a bitter feud by abolishing 
second day observance of the major Jewish holidays. He made 
his famous declaration: "This country is our Palestine, 
this city our Jerusalem, this house of God our Temple." By 
1845, Reform congregations had sprung up in Baltimore and 
New York and shortly after that Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise initi
ated his personal campaign for Reform Judaism in the United 
States. But the viewpoint of Orthodoxy also held great in
fluence on Jews of Augusta. Out of Philadelphia came Rever
end Isaac Leeser, the champion of Orthodox principles. He 
was the puyblisher of the aforementioned magazine, "The Occi
dent" to which T.J. Moise sent early accounts of the congre
gation. Most of the traditions of Congregation Children of 
Israel remained Orthodox until the building of the new Tem
ple on Telfair Street in 1869, but the influence of change 
was apparently there from the very beginning with part of 
the sevices being read in English and with the mixed choir. 

In June 1849, Judge Holt issued the congregation an 
official Georgia charter. The congregation was not incorpo
rated as a religious corporation until January 16, 1880. In 
1850, Lewis Levy, Isaac Mayer and Henry Myers were incorpo
rated as trustees of a permanent fund for the congregation. 
The fund consisted of of ten shares of capital stock in the 
Franklin Building and Loan Association and the income from 
these shares was designated to be used for the management of 
the congregational cemetery and ultimately for the 
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erection of a permanent Synagogue Building. 
"The Occident" of June 1851 carried a news item about 

Augusta that stated: "It will be seen by our advertiser that 
the congregation of that flourishing cit~ <Augusta) desire 
to engage a competent person to act as Hazan and Shochet. 
We hope that they may soon be able to to find one every wa~ 
calculated to serve the cause of religion, both spiritually 
and materially. Augusta has the credit of being the first 
congregation in Georgia to make a proper movement towards a 
permanent religious oprganizaticn. May they be blessed for 
it." I am not sure what the~ mean b~ "proper movement to
wards a permanent religious organization" as Congregation 
Mickve Israel in Savannah was founded in July 1733. Perhaps 
"The Occident" did not consider the Savannah congreg2tion 
"rropt-:·r." Certainl';J Con<Jresation Children of Israel is the 
second oldest congregation in Georgia still in existence. 

P~ Sertember of 1851, the above mentioned ad and news 
item bore fruit as a Reverend Mr. Marcussen was elected Cha
son, and he remained until the end of the year when he left 
for Montgomery. Rabbi leeser described him as a Talmudist 
of profound erudition, and it was reported he taught Hebrew 
to Christian Ministers in Montgomer~. He later wrote to the 
New York Jewish Chronicle that he had met a missionar~ a num
ber of times and discussed religious matters with him and 
had embraced Christianit~. 

Eu the year 1852, the congregation had grown large en
ough to rent a permanent buildins, and rented the former Uni
tarian Church that stood at the Northeast Corner of Greene 
and Jackson <8th) Streets. This building would later be 
called Douglas Hall and still later be the site of the Old 
Opera House. After the demise of the opera, it became the 
office building of the now defunct Georgia and Florida Rail
road and toda~, Philips Eus1ness College is located on this 
site. 

On Februar~ 2, 1852, a committee headed by the congrega
tional president, Issac Mayer, welcomed the Reverend Issac 
Leeser to the city and the following day, Rabbi leeser deliv
ered a sermon before the congregation that greatly influen
ced the members. As a direct result of this sermon, the con
gregation engaged the services of Reverend Dr. Juluis Eckman 
of Charleston to present a series of twelve lectures on Juda
ism. Dr. Eckman had been successor of the more radical Re
former Poznanski of Charleston and was highly commended by 
the Augusta committee. After he last lecture on March 7, a 
committee composed of Lewis Lev~, Samuel Levy, and Henry 
Morrison presented Dr. Eckman with a silver goblet and 
$50.00 and copies of a resolution thanking him for his lec
tures. Samuel Levy, Jacob J. Jacobus, and M. Jacobs compos
ed the committee to choose those to make the presentation. 

In 1854, the congregation hired another spiritual lea
der, Reverend Issac Shatz. Rabbi Henry S. Jacobs arrived in 
1860 and served throughout the War Between the States until 
18,S5. 

Between 1847 and 1868~ the presidents of the congrega
tion were Samuel Levy, Issac Levy, Jacob J. Jacobus, I5sac 
Ma~er, Lewis Levy and Henri Meyers. 
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The charity of the members of the congregation can be 
noted from its earliest days. In August of 1852, "The Occi
dent" printed an acknowledgement from the Rev. S.M. Isaacs 
of New York of a contribution of $23.00 from the Augusta 
cvongregation submitted by Isaac Mayer to be used for the 
poor of Palestine. Rev. Isaacs urged the 60 American congre
gations to follow this example. 

In January, 1854, the congregation suffered a severe 
loss in the removal of the congregational president and sec
retary. Ths information I have says "removal" but I have to 
believe that President Isaac Mayer and Secretary Henry Morri
son moved away. Lewis Levy replaced Mayer as President and 
Jacob J. Jacobus replaced Morrison as Secretary. Morrison 
was presented with a silver goblet by Jacobus at a meeting 
of the congregation. Other officers were B. Phillips, Vice 
President; H. Meyers, Treasurer; and Abraham Levy and H. 
Brandt, Trustees. Reverend Isaac Shatz was spiritual lead
er. Then on Sunday, March 26, 1854, B. Phillips resigned as 
Vice President because he was moving away and Lewis Carr was 
elected Vice President. 

We have listed the names of a lot of people who had so 
muc~ to do with the early development of Congregation Chil
dren of Israel, but names are only names and have little 
meaning unless we find out more about these people and learn 
something about their total contribution to the community. 
It was obvious from the earliest days of the congregation 
that its members would be most active in all facets of life 
in Augusta. Just was we today build and dream and work for 
the future and deal with our day to day problems, so did our 
founding fathers. They worked hard to build something for 
themselves, their children and future generations, and have 
left us a good heritage. The leaders of our congregation 
were also the leaders of the entire community and the marks 
they made on the community can be seen to this day. 

John J. Cohen, our first President, was a banker, as 
was his son John J. Cohen, Jr. Another son, C. Henry Cohen, 
was a local ~ttorney. His daughter married a Dr. Moses and 
moved to New York and another son, Philip, died at an early 
age. Both John J. Cohen and John J. Cohen Jr. were prom
inent in civic and philanthropic affairs in Augusta. 

Isaac Henry was the President of the Mechanics Bank and 
donated the first rented rooms for the congregation to use 
as a place of worship until they rented the Old Unitarian 
Church. Besides being a president of the congregation, he 
was public spirited and charitable and a highly respected 
member of the community. 

Isaac Levy was a large man who served as Sheriff of Au
gusta for many years until the time of his death on November 
9, 1871. As will be noted later, two of his sons gave their 
lives for the cause of the Confederacy. 

Henry Morrison was a bachelor of much learning who 
lived until 1875 and gave much of himself to the welfare of 
the congregation. 

The first Jew to be elected to public office in Augusta 
was Judge Samuel Levy, who was twice elected Ordinary, was a 
member of City Council, and died holding the title of United 
States Commissioner. He was also prominent in several civic 
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organizations. He had been a member of the Augusta City Coun
cil. When he was Ordinary, this position also made him Comm
issioner of Roads and Revenue for the County. His wife was 
Hannah Hendricks, daughter of Isaac Hendricks. Among his du
ties as Ordinary was the Job of disbursing the funds of the 
county. After the War Betwen the States, a Freedman's Hospi
tal was established in Augusta.In a November 1871 issue, the 
Atigusta Chronicle carried the following article: "Since the 
first of last January the Ordinary of the County, Judge Sam
uel levy has paid out two thousand, three hundred and six 
dollars and eiqhty seven cents for the support of sick color
ed people in the Freedmen's Hospital. The best feeling has 
existed between the Ordinary and the city authorities on 
this subject, and they have worked harmoniously together. 
The pauper sick of the colored population have received care
ful attention, and we have heard of no complaint from them. 
It is to be hoped that the present system will be adhered to 
in the future, as it seems the best which could be devised." 

The War Between the States hit the members of this 
small congregation quite hard. It is known that at least 
four members of the congregation were killed in the war; two 
of these four were brothers. 

Former president Jacob J. Jacobus was an Officer who 
was killed at the battle of Vicksburg. He was buried in a 
mass grave at the battlefield. He had been most active in 
Temple and civic affairs and had been one of the most promi
nent young attorneys in town. His descendants now live in 
California and it was recently the privilege of this writer 
to meet with his grandson who was in Augusta researching his 
family tree. 

Captain George W. Rush was born April 13, 1839 and was 
killed commanding the 22nd Georgia Regiment on July 30th, 18-
64, at the Crater fight in Petersburg, Virginia. This was 
one of the most vicious battles of this most vicious war as 
it introduced for the first time Black troops fighting with 
the Union Forces, and also saw the introduction of land 
mines that were meant to maime and kill much more viciously 
that standard artillery shells in use at the time. 

Another congregation member killed at the same battle 
was Lt. N. Elacn Levy, who died on July 30, 1864 and who was 
also a member of the 22nd Georgia Regiment. He was twenty 
one years and six months old at the time of his death. Just 
seven short months later, his brother , Lt. Jake R. Levy, on
ly 19 years of age, was killed at Hatcher Run. The Levy bro
thers were children of Isaac.Levy, who died on November 9, 
1871. Captain Rush and the Levy brothers are all buried in 
the Congregation Cemetery at Magnolia Cemetery in Augusta. 

There were around forty members of the congregation at 
the outset of the war and most of the eligible men enlisted 
in the cause of the Confederacy. L. Sylvester served val
iently with the Fifth Georgia Regiment. Herman Brandt, who 
would be the long time sexton of the city cemetery also ser
ved in the War. Mrs. John J. Cohen was described as a "Mini-
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LAST NAME 

AP.ELMAN 
ABELMAN 
AP·RAHAM 
AP·RAHAM 
AGLER 
AGLER 
AGO OS 
AL AL OF 
AL AL OF 
ALPERIN 
ANER:BACH 
ARANOW 
ASHER 
BA RAP. 
BARASCH 
BARON 
BARR 
BARR 
BARTON 
BEERWALD 
BELISLE 
BELISLE 
BENJAMIN 
BERG 
BERSENSEN 
BLANK 
BLANKENSEE 
P·LANKENSEE 
BLOCH 
BLOOM 
BLUM 
BLUM 
BLUM 
BLUM 
BLUM 
BOLD BERG 
BOURKE 
BRANDT 
BRANDT 
BRDIEE 
BREGMAN 
BRIZEL 
BRIZEL 
BRODIE 
BROOKS 
BROOKS 
BROOKS 
BROOKS 
BROUDIE 
BROWN 
BROWN 

FIRST NAME 

MARK 
SHELLI 
CHARLES 
BARON 
MINDY 
RICHARD 
DR. BERNARD 
DAVID 
MERYL 
HENRY 
s 
LOUISE 
ABE 
RONALD 
NATHAN E. 
MR & MRS SOL 
HENRY 
BELLA 
J. HAMB RY 
MR & MRS f .• D. 
LENORE 
DR. CHARLES 
ROSINA 
MRS LEOPOLE 
ILA 
CHARLES 
MARINDA 
H. 
A.M. 
RABBI 
A. 
ELSIE LEE 
HELEN 
LEE 
ELSIE WASSMAN 
JOE 
MSGR. DANIEL 
HERMAN 
ADOLPH 
STEVE 
MRS. IRWIN 
DAVID 
DR. HERBERT 
MAGGIE 
HENRY 
LOUIS 
ESTELLE A 
FANNIE COHEN 
MRS. M.H. 
MRS HERMAN 
LEON 
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SOME FINAL NOTES 
And so we have reviewed the histdry of Congregation 

Children of Israel and its people. It is a history that we 
can all look upon with pride. Our forefathers started the 
congregation with the idea of being "United tor Worship and 
Charity" and this theme remains with us today. The congrega
tion is steeped in tradition, yet this tradition has never 
stood in the way of welcoming new people to the community 
and to the congregation and making newcomers an integral 
part of the congregation as long as they also came to be 
"United for Worship and Charity." 

As I review these pages, it is obvious that the members 
of this congregation have made a contribution to the commun
ity much larger than its numbers would indicate. Since its 
inception, members of Congregation Children of Israel have 
been prominent in all walks of life in Augusta. We have been 
left a heritage to be proud of, one that we can learn from 
and look upon with pride. 

I have named a great many people in this book. If I 
have left any names or sketches out that should have been in
cluded, this is purely an error and I submit my apology for 
any oversights at this time. 

It is hoped that in the years ahead, perhaps our mem
bers will take time to review the past in order to learn 
from the past and perhaps find some interesting programs or 
activities of the past that can add to the congregation in 
the future. Very often we find that those things that work
ed in the past will also work in the future. 

One lesson that should be learned is for good records 
to be kept of all Temple activities so that future histor
ians will find it easy to dig up the history of the Congrega
tion and its people. 

Because of the perserverance and steadfastness of the 
members of the Congregation, Congregation Children of Israel 
has survived wars, depressions, good times, bad times, some 
deep schisms of religious meanings, and continues to thrive 
a1s it ie 11 1Jnited for \.-Jorship Ci\nd Charity. 11 May it continue 
on this path for ma\nY more centuries. 
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stering angel" in Confederate Hospitals. Mrs. Cohen was al
so to a large extent responsible for the erection of the Con
federate Monument on Broad Street. 

Several years after the War, when the ugly head of bigo
try to minorities began to show itself, it was eluded to in 
Letters to the Editor in the Augusta Chronicle that the mem
bers of the Jewish Community had not done their share during 
the Civil War but editorials in the paper quickly corrected 
the mis-information that some people had. 

By the year 1869, things were getting back to normal in 
Augusta and throughout the South and the Augusta Jewish com
munity began to grow and work hard for the future. On Janu
ary 24, 1869, Obadiah Lodge No. 119 of B'nai B'rith was es
tablished and its members came mostly from the membership of 
Con13regation Children of Israel. In 
1869, the president of the congregation was Samuel Levy, B. 
Phillips was the Vice President, W.M. Jacobs the Secretar~, 
and ~braham Levy, the Treasurer. The spiritual leader was 
Rabbi A. Blum. The 44 members of the Congregation decided 
that a permanent home was needed and in October of 1869, 
work was begun on the Telfair Street Temple. What a magnif i
cant time this was not only for the Jewish community but for 
the entire city of Augusta. Let's pick up the excitement of 
the occassion by quoting from articles in the Auqusta Chroni
cle on October 28th and October 29th, 1869. These articles 
pretty much tell the story and it can be only added that the 
Telfair Street Synagogue of Congregation Children of Israel 
cost about $15,000 to build. The paper of October 28th 
said: As a matter of interest connected with the laying of 
the corner stone of the new Jewish Synagogue this afternoon, 
we give the following history of the "Congregation Children 
of Israel." for whom the building is being constructed: In 
1845 a few families of Israelites, who came to reside in 
this city, met tor the purpose of uniting in having public 
worship on Sabbaths and Festivals. For several years, then, 
after this they met in a room furnished by Issac Henry, Esq. 
The society being not able then to engage a Minister, Mr. 
Samuel Levy offered his services freely as Reader, which po
sition he filled for several years. In 1848 the first Jew-
i h congregation was formed in this city, with the following 
gentelmen as officers: John J. Cohen, Pres., M. Schiller, 
Treas., Samuel Levy, V.P., Lewis Levy, Secy. In June 1849, 
His Honor Judge Holt granted a granted a charter to the "Con
greg•tion ChJildren of Israel." Since then the following 
gentlemen hav filled the office op President of the Congre
gation= Samuel Levy, Issac Levy, J.J. Cohen, Issac Mayer, 
Lewis Levy and Henry Myers. At present the congregation has 
44 members and the following officers: Samuel Levy, Pres, 
W.M. Jacobs, Secy, B. Phillipa, V. Pres, Abraham Levy, 
Treas. Issac Levy, J. Myers , H. Brandt are Trustees. Trus
tees of the permanent fund are Samuel Levy, Solomon Marcus, 
and William Jacobs. Building Committee: Samuel Levy, Chair
man, William M. Jacobs, Secretary and Treasurer, J.J. Cohen, 
A. Levy, M. Hyams, H. Brandt, B. Phillips, Joseph Meyers. 
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Members of the Congregation.-Rev. A. Blum, Officiating 
Minister; Ascher, A; Alexander, A; Brandt, H; Barr, 
H;Blekensee, H;Cohen, M;Cohen, JJ; Cohen, S;Cohen, G; 
Franklin, E; Harris, M; Hyams, M; Joseph, J.J.; Jacobs, 
W.M.;Kaufman, J; Kaufman, J.B. ;Kempner, M.L.; Levy, S;Levy, 
A; Levy, J; Levy, M; Levy, H; Myers, J; Morris, S; Morris, 
P; Myers, M; Myers, A; Marcus, S; Mendleson, A; Morrison, H; 
Mendheim, B; Michael, J; Phillips, A; Rosenfeld, I; Simon, 
J; Simon, I; Sylvester, L; Sarling, J; Oppenheim, J; 
Michael, D; Lipfeldt, D. <Many of our present and very 
recent members ~re descended from the above list . >On the 
following day, October 29, 1869, a full two columns of the 
Augusta Chronicle were used to report the festivities 
of the laying of the corner stone. We quote: LOCAL MATTERS 
- THE JEWISH SYNAGOGUE! LAYING THE CORNER STONE! A GRAND 
PROCESSION ON THE OCCASION! THE CEREMONIES AT THE 
SYNAGOGUE! ADDRESS OF REV. DR. I.M. WISE! Several months 
ago the Congregation "Children of Israel" in this city 
conceived the plan of building a new House of Worship, which 
should take the place of the Synagogue on the corner of 
Greene and Jackson streets, now used by the congregation. 
In accordance with this design a fund was raised to meet the 
expenses of the construction, a building committee was 
appointed to superintend the work, plans and specifications 
prepared, a handsome lot purchased and every effort made by 
the energetic gentlemen, who had the matter in charge, to 
give to the Israelites of this city a Temple of Worship in 
as short a time as possible. Not long ago the contracts for 
the construction of the building were let out and work 
cosmmenced. The four walls having been fairly started on 
their upward progress, it was determined that the corner 
stone should be laid with all the honors and all the 
imposing ceremonies which such as occassion demanded. In 
order that additional eclat might be given the affair, Rev. 
Dr. Issac M. Wise, of Cincinatti, a celebrated Jewish 
Minister and writer, was invited to come to this city and 
deliver the address at the laying of the Corner Stone. The 
invitation was promptly accepted and the orator arrived here 
from the West last Wednesday. THE PROCESSION It was 
announced that the ceremoney would take place on yesterday 
afternoon, and the place appointed for the rendez v ous of the 
different bodies which were to constitute the procession, 
was the Bell Tower, on the corner of Greene and Jackson 
Streets. By two o'clock, the time appointed, quite a large 
crowd had assembled around ~nd in the old Synagogue to 
witness the spectacle. The Congregation "Children of 
Israel" first assembled with the Sabbath School scholars of 
the Synagogue and the members of the Lodge B'Nai Berith; 
next came the Mayor and members of Council; and then, after 
some delay, the members of the Masonic·and Odd Fellows 
Lodges. At about three o'cloc~ the procession was formed by 
the Marshall of the Day, Mr. J.J. Cohen and mov ed off the 
following order: 1. Music, 2. Congregation, 3. Sunday 
School, 4. Lodge B'Nai Berith, 5. Mayor and Members of 
Council, 6. Citizens, 7. Odd Fellows Lodges, 8. Masonic 
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is President of the Richmond County Medical Society. Joan 
Fishbein takes part in many Jewish activities and works very 
much for the art council and many other causes. 

Elected to serve on the Board of Trustees in 1978 in 
addition to the officers were Dav~d Alalof, Stanley Hammer, 
Isaac Jolles, Harry Steine, David Wetherhorn, Henry Alperin, 
Mrs. Ronald Aranow, Joel Cohen, Mrs. Damon Davis, Sara B. 
Dessauer, Howard Jolles, Burt Kunkel, Betty Padilla, Dr. 
Louis Scharff, Jon Simowitz, and Dr. Mort Wittenberg. New 
trustees in 1979 were Barry Cohen, Mrs. Murray Friedman, 
Mrs. Stanley Fuchs, Lawrence Le~is, and Mrs. Harold I. Shap
iro. In May of 198'!>, Mrs .• Lawrence (Sandy) Lewis was named 
President of Sisterhood. 

Joe Goldberg served the Congregation as President for 
several years and as a Board Member for serveral more years. 
Joe and Barbara Goldberg have served many causes in the Jew
ish Community through the years, especially the Temple and 
Federation. Joe is also active in many civic activities in 
Augusta and in Waynesboro. He has worked with the Boy 
Scouts and the Rotary Club through the years. His dignity 
added much to the congregation during his Presidency. 

In June of 1981, Rabbi White left the Congregation to 
become a Military Chaplain. 
Ft. Sill, Oklahom.:~. 

He is currently a Chaplain at 

His replacement, Rabbi Chaim Joseph Wender, Joined the 
congregation in August of 1981. Rabbi Wender came to Au~us
ta from Los Angeles. He is at least the second native of 
Baltimore to become the Rabbi of the Congregation, and is 
the first to be a graduate of the Leo Baeck School in Lon
don, England. This young Rabbi and his English wife have 
brought a new exhuberance to the Congregation. His brunches 
with the Rabbi are well attended and have brought 
interesting discussions and learning to the many people in 
attendance. His sermons are well received and he very 
actively ministers to the ill. He adds quite well to the 
very distinguished list of those who have served 
Congregation Children of Israel as Rabbi. 

Mrs. Lawrence (Sandy) Lewis served as President of Sis
terhood until mid 1982 when Jackie Wetherhorn and Mrs. Damon 
(Johanna> Davis were elected Co-Presidents. 

The 1982 President of the Congregation is Mark Abelman 
and the vice Presidents are Jackie Wetherhorn and Joel 
Cohen. Helen Darling continues as Secretary and Steve Fried
man continues as Treasurer. Other Board members are David 
Alalof, Mrs. Damon Davis, Sara B. Dessauer, Dr. Sumner Fish
bein, Dr. Jerry Garnick, Joe Goldberg, Dr. Lowell Greenbaum, 
Issac Jolles, Burt Kunkel, Joey Korn, Betty Padilla, Dr. 
Louis Sharff, Mrs. Harold I. Shapiro, Jon Simowitz, Harry 
Steine, and Dr. Mort Wittenberg. 

Mark Abelman, a board member for many years, previously 
served for a number of years as Vice President of the Congre
gation. This Chatanooga native has also previously served 
as President of B'nai B'rith in Augusta and has been active 
in the affairs of Federation and other organizations. 
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In 1978, the congregation opened· a new Cemetary plot at 
Hillcrest Memorial Park, located at the Junction of Highway 
1 and Highway 78. 

Joe Goldberg was named President of the Congregation in 
1978 and served until the annual meeting in 1982, a period 
of four years. Other officers elected in 1978 were Dr. Sum
ner Fishbein and Mark Abelman, Vice Presidents; Helen Dar-
1 ing, Secretary; and Steve Friedman, Treasurer. These same 
officers continued in office until the annual meeting of 19-
82. Mrs. Stanley Fuchs was named Sisterhood President in 19-
78 c:md 1979. 

The contributions of the members of the Medical Communi
ty to the city of Au~usta and to Congregation Children of Is
rael through the years have been immense. Members of the med
ical community have helped to swell the ranks of the congre
gation and have also traditionally contributed greatly to 
the well being of the congregation. 
One of the pioneer members of the medical community to 
contribute greatly to the well being of the congregation is 
Dr. Robert Greenblatt. He and wife Gwen, both natives of 
Canada, came to Augusta in the 1930's, when he was first app
ointed the faculty of the Medical College. From the time 
they first arrived in Augusta, the~ have been a major part 
of the congregation and many other Jewish and non Jewish 
organizations and causes in Augusta. Bob Greenbl2tt is a 
world renowned endocrinologist, an author of many books, a 
very active member of many charitable organizations and 
c2uses, a former Board Member of the.Temple, and aver~ 
distinguished and unique human being. His wife Gwen has 
been active through the years in most Jewish Organizations 
and in many other facets of lite in Augusta. Cecil Steine, 
mentioned for her activities in behalf of the choir, is a 
sister of Dr. Robert Greenblatt. The Greenblatts have three 
gifted children, and one of them, Nathaniel Lande is a well 
known author, 

In the summer of 1982, an organization known as 
"Fr·iends of the Choir" was forrm-?d to bring to the:, Temple a 
choir of Professionals and amatuers unequelled in the his
tory of Congregation Children of Israel. Two of the moving 
forces behind this group are Gwen and Bob Greenblatt, who 
have donated much time, money, and effort to this cause. The 
fruits of this organization were first seen at the services 
of the High Holy Da~s of 1982, and it continues at this writ
ing. 

Another member of the medical community to contribute 
greatly to the welfare of the' congregation and the communit~ 
is Dr. Sumner Fishbein and his wife, Joan. Since they first 
arrived in Augusta several years ago, the Temple has been a 
major part of their lives. Sumner Fishbein is a choir mem
ber, blows the Shofar at the High Hol~ Day services, is a 
member of the Religious School Faculty, ~Board Member and 
Vice President of the Congre3ation. He is also currently 
the President of the "Friends of the Choir." He has served 
as Chairman of the Federation of Jewish Charities annual 
driv:e, is most active in the f~ugus:.ta S~:.HT!Phany ancl i)pera, c:i.nd 
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Lodges. The procession marched up Greene to Campbell 
street, down Campbell to Broad, down Broad to Centre, up Cen
tre to Telfair and thence to the site of the new building. 
The procession, in which were the Masons and Odd-Fellows 
wearing their regalia, the Hebrew Lodge with its insignia 
and the members of the congregation with their badges, pre
sented a most imposing and pleasing spectacle, and 
attracted, as it marched though the streets of the city, 
large thron·'Js of s.pectators. LAYING THE CORNER-STONE Near 
the spot where the walls of the new S~nagogue arose, a large 
platform had been raised, on which were placed seats for the 
dignitaries who were present. In the area around this plat
form, on the brick wall of the City Hall Park, on the site 
of the building, wherever one could sit or stand, were 
crowds of spectators, whom the novelty of the affair had 
draum thither. 

The ceremonies were opened with a prayer from the Rev. 
Mr. Elum, the Minister of the congregation, and when this 
had been finished the laying of the corner-stone commenced. 
The corner - stone was a handsomely finished block of qranite 
fixed on the northeastern corner of the building. In the 
top of this block a square aperture, several inches in 
depth, had been cut for the reception of of the box of ar
ticles which was to be deposited in it. Suspended by a 
frame work and pulley above was the stone cap which was to 
be placed upon the top of the stone to ceil up the box. Af
ter the prayer by Rev. Mr. Plum, the box and its contents 
was deposited in its receptacle by the Masons, the stone cap 
lowered and fixed 1n its proper position by Mr. H.H. Denn
ing. The usual Masonic tests were then applied and it was 
announded that the stone had been tried "with square, plumb, 
and level and found to be true and perfect." 

ADDRESS OF REV. DR. I.M. WISE 
When the ceremony of laying the corner stone had been 

finished, the Marshal introduced to the audience the Orator 
of the Da~h Rev. Dr. Issac M. Wise, of Cincinatti. We re·
gret that, owing the the want of proper facilities for re
porting, we are unable to give as full a report of the 
address of this distinguished Jewish devine as we would have 
desired to present to the readers of the CHRONICLE AND SENTI
NEL. We must, therefore, content ourselves with a necessari
ly brief and imperfect synopsis of the oration which he de
livered. His argument was founded on the well-known Scriptu
ral verse, "The stone which the the builders rejected has be
come the head of the corner." To this emblamatical stone he 
compared the Jewish Religion. Thousands of years ago when 
the Jewish nation was a band of simple and rude shepherds, 
but even then worshipping the true and only God, it was 
surrounded by primitive nations that did not survive while 
the descendant5 of Moses survived in all their purity. At a 
later period in Jewish history arose the governments of 
Greece and Rome, which, by their power and genius, had proud
ly arrogated to themselves the civilization of the whole 
world, and classed all outside nations as barbarians. 
These, too, knew not the true God, but erected magnificant 
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temples, adorned by the genius of their children, in which 
were placed the countless gods and goddesses, to whom their 
worship was directed. These, too, sneered at the religion 
of the crushed and conquered people who were scattered be
tween the banks of the the Jordan and the shores of the Medi
terranean, but today this rejected faith still exists, while 
the creeds of the Greeks and the Romans, together with their 
gods, lie buried beneath the ruins of their temples and the 
very language of their poets, orators and artists is a ton
gue unknown, save in the schools and colleges. Many more 
illistrations of a similar character to the foregoing did 
the orator give, in order to prove that his religion, "rejec
ted by the builde~s, has yet become the head of the corner." 
He painted the trials and privations, the persecutions and 
the sufferings which his people had endured for the last 
eighteen hundred years, but from which they had emerged un~ 
scathed; portrayed in glowing colors the triumphs and happi
ness yet in store for the children of Israel. He advised 
the people of his creed to stand by their religion with all 
the firmness and unshaken faith of their ancestors; for he 
believed that the day was rapidly approaching when the inhab
itants of the whole civilized world would embrace their doc
trine and every "house become a temple of the true and only 
God and every man be a high priest in His service." At rhe 
conclusion of this address, which we have so imperfectly re
ported, the benediction was pronounced and the audience dis
missed. The proecssion again formed, in the same order as 
before, and marched back to Bell Tower, where it, too, was 
dismissed, and the ceremonies of the day were finished. 

The Telfair Street Temple was completed in 1870 at a 
cost of about $15,000. The Temple now had family pews, an 
organ, a choir, and as noted earlier began to use the Jas
tr;w prayer book by Marcus Jastrow. The transition from Or
thodox to Reform was now complete even though the Reform 
movement did not officially organize as the Union of Amer
ican Hebrew Congregations for three more years. The Temple 
on Telfair Street served as the home for Congregation Chil
dren of Israel for eighty years through good times and bad 
until the move to Walton Way in 1950. 

In his book entitled Memorial History of Augusta, Geor
gi a, Charles Colcock Jones stated "The faith of Israel was 
early planted in Georgia. The second ship which sailed from 
London for the New Province in 1733 brought 40 Hebrews, men 
women and children who settled in Savannah and very shortly 
after their arrival rented a house in that city where the ex
ercises of their religion we~e held until about 1741, when 
the congregation was temporarily broken up by the removal of 
many of its members to Charleston. In 1774 it was revived 
again largely owing to the efforts of Mr. Mordecai Sheftall, 
son of Benjamin Sheftall, one of the original settlers, but 
was again dissolved by the Revolution. Mordecai Sheftall 
took a prominent part in this struggle and was commissary 
general of the Georgia Brigade of the Continental Army. He 
goes on to tell of the further growth of Congregation Mickve 
Israel in Savannah and in 1820 a permanent ~uilding was 
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Miss Hattie Fleishman, known as "Aunt Hat," lived to be over 
100 years old. Samuella Cohen, mother of Allen Cohen and his 
two sisters, was known to everyone as "Cousin Samm~" and was 
a marvelous cook who was always active in Temple work. In 
his closing remarks, Clarence Cohen said, "I call your atten
tion to a most unusual condition. Members of this congrega
tion have served this community as Judges, sheriff, council 
members, County Commissioners, and heads of civic and frater
nal organizations. From its origin it has established a won
derful relationship with the non Jewish community exceeded 
by no community in this country. Even the erection ot the 
first Temple was heavily contributed to by non Jews. I hope 
you younger members will learn from our founders and contin
ue to foster such relationships. A good heritage has been 
given to you .•. forsake it not." 

At the 1977 annual meeting,. Dr. Louis Scharff was re
named President of the congregation. Mark Abelman and Jack
ie Wetherhorn were the Vice Presidents. Marty Sandler was 
named Treasurer and served until he moved away and was re
placed by Louise Aranow. Steve Friedman was named Temple 
Treasurer. Other Board members were David Alolof, Sar3 B. 
Dessauer, Burt Kunkel, Dr. Mort Wittenberg, Dr. Leon Meyer, 
Betty Padilla, Jon Simowitz, Howard Jolles1 Dr. Sumner Fish
bein, Joel Cohen, Dr. Louis Scharff, Joe Goldberg, Stanley 
Hammer, Harry Steine, Isaac Jolles, and Pat Ginburg. Mrs. Da
mon Davis was the new Sisterhood President. 

Each year tor many years the Temple Sisterhood has pub-
1 i shed a Calendar that is delivewred prior to the High Holy 
Days. This calendar, eagerly sought by all members of the 
community, lists all the important dates, both religious and 
secular, and lists the officers of every Jewish organization 
in town, in addition as serving as a desk calendar for all 
its subscribers. It also lists all the Temple Members, sis
terhood members, and brings advertised greetings from all 
the people of the community. Proceeds from the calendar are 
used to further all the many causes sponsored by the Sister
hood. I quote in part from a page of the 1978-79 calendar 
that tells of the work of the National Federation of Temple 
Sisterhoods: ''In the area of concern for the aging, NFTYS 
leaders are active in local and national programs which seek 
to lighten the burdens faced by the elderly in today's soci
ety. NFTS is dedicated to the concept of devotion, care and 
respect for the elderly and is aware of the many contribu
tions which they, out of their wisdom and experience, make 
to all of us. The Walton Way Temple Sisterhood is deeply 
grateful to the individual and business firms listed in the 
calendar. Their generosity enables us to assist the 
partially sighted and blind children of Augusta; to work 
with the military at the USO, Fort Gordon, and the YMHA; to 
serve the Red Cross; and to contribute to the Augusta Mental 
Health Association, an organization deeply involved with 
public education in connection with the treatment, care and 
welfare of the mentally disturbed. Sisterhood cooperates 
with interfaith, intergroup, and community agencies related 
to local, national, and international affairs." 
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in the spring of 1976. 
In the 1976 and 1977 5chool year, there were fifty five 

children enrolled in the Religiou5 School and there were 162 
family members of the Congregation at that time. 

On Ma'::J 27, 19T7, Clarence Cohen made a talk to the mem
bers of the Religiou5 School and many member5 of the Congre
gation at the reque5t of Rabbi White. He spoke on the sub
ject of the Founders and Builders of the congregation and 
used the memorial plaque in the Temple entrance as a guide 
for his talk. In this talk, he not only gave the high 
points of the hist~ry of the congregation but also traced 
the family history of man~ of the congregation members. He 
pointed out that Simon Lesser and his wife Annie R. Lesser 
were the great grandparent= of Dr. Louis Scharff and that 
Roselle L. Scharff and Louis Scharff were hi5 grand parent5. 
He 5tated that Leona Jane Lowe is the granddaughter of David 
Slusky and the daughter of Mo5e Slusky. He pointed out that 
I. Clarence Levy was the grandson of I5aac Hendricks and the 
father of Abram Lev~. Two of I. Clarence Levy'5 grandsons 
still very much active in the congregation at that time were 
Clarence and Adrian Cohen, as Adrian Cohen is today. 
Jacob H. Lev~ was the brother of I. Clarence Levy and Mr5. 
Benedict Goldberg, at that time the olde5t member of the 
Congregation, was his son. Her Mother was a member of the 
Brown family of Blackville, S.C., a family steeped in the 
tradition of the Congregation that also gave one of its sons 
during lrJor 1 d War I I. Henry Brooks .:1nd Fannie Cohen Brooks
were the parents of Lewis Brooks, who was married to Estelle 
A. Brooks. Lewis Brooks gave one of the first large 
donations for the construction of the Walton Way Temple. 
I.H. Cohen and Adeline Levy Cohen were the parents of Clar
ence, Adrian and Leopold Cohen . I. H. Cohen was President 
of the Congregation and Adeline Levy Cohen, a direct descen
dant of Isaac Hendricks, was an organizer of the Augusta 
Womens Club and one of the first Jewish members of the DAR. 
I.H. Cohen was a part of the group that kept the Temple 
alive during the dark day5 of the depression. He pointed 
out that the distinguished Lee Blum was the father of Helen 
Darling, a long time member of the Temple Board and long 
time Secretary of the Congregation. Harry Cohen was a 
telegraphic operator who served as secretary of the 
congregation. He was a humble man whose loyalty to the 
congregation and what it stood for was exceeded by no one. 
Issac Simmons, an active member of the congregation, married 
into the Burns family, and was the father of Sara B. 
Dessauer, a member of the Board of Trustees for many years. 
Jacob Schrameck, who remembered the congregation so well in 
his will, was the son of Sol Schrameck, who with his brother 
Leo were pioneer merchants in that part of Augusta known as 
"Harrisburg." The bridge over the canal at King Mill and 
Broad Street is named for Sol Schrameck. Leo Schrameck was 
the father of Amy Goodman and Ruby Glasser and the 
grandfather of Lees Cole and Leopold Mothne~. Leo's si£ter, 
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contructed and accidentally burned in 1829. Dr. Mo5es Shef
tall, President of the congregation was most active in re
building the edefice and subscriptions were liberally re
ceived from the congregation and from the Christian Communi
ty. He then desccribes the early history of the Augusta Jew
ish community and of Congregation Children of Israel. He 
say5, in part, "At this time and for many !:.]ear5 thereafter 
the congregation, which i5 known a5 B'Nai Israel, or Chil
dren of I5rael, occupied a building on the corner of Greene 
and Jackson Streets, known afterwards as Douglas Hall, and 
now the site of the new Opera House. In 1872, <I believe he 
is two year5 wrong), a handsome synagogue was erected on Tel
fci.ir Street, in rear of the Cit!J Hall. The design is that 
of a Grecian Temple and the interior presents a singular!!:.] 
bright and cheerful appearance. Above the entrance is in 
large gold characters of the Hebrew inscription B'Nai Isra
el. This synagogue cost $12,000 CI believe he was $3000 
wrong). The pre5ent officers are Joseph Myers, President, 
S= Lesser, \.'ice President, and A. Asher, I.C. Lev~, and H. 
Brooks, trustee5. Mr. Henry M!..ler5 :till survives, full of 
years and rich in public respect and esteem. The confidence 
of his fellow citizen5 made him President of the Richmond 
County Institu+e, a benevolent in5tutution intended for the 
reformation of Juvenile offenders." 

In 1873, the Union of American Hebrew Congregations was 
formed. The UAHC i5 the organizational arm of the Reform 
movement in the United States and throughout the world. 
There are colleges in Cincinnatti, New York, Los Angeles and 
in I5rael that train Rabbi5, Cantors, educator5, and others 
for the Reform Movement. The many other activities of the 
Union are much too numerous to mention here, but it must be 
5tated that their American Jewish Archives at the Library in 
Cincinatt1 probably contains the most extensive information 
on Jews and Jewish History in all the world. Much of the 
information in this book was garnered from the good people 
at the American Jewi5h Archives at HUC-JIR and it is deeply 
appreciated. Their information indicates that the first 
congregation to Join the UAHC was K.K. B'Nai Jeshuron 
Synagogue in Cincinatti and this congregation Joined on 
Aaugust 19, 1873. On September 7, 1873, the Rockdale Avenue 
Temple in C1ncinatti Joined the UAHC and Adath I5rael in 
Louisville, Kentucky became a member on September 8, 1873. 
Congregation Children of Israel in Augusta enrolled as a 
member of the UAHC on October 19, 1873, as did Anshe Chesed 
in Cleveland, Ohio on that same date. Mickve Israel of 
Savannah, Georgia did not Join the UAHC or "Union" as it is 
called until January 14, 1904. We can thus state that 
Congregation Children of Israel in Augusta is certainly the 
oldest member of the "Union" from the state of Georgia and 
is the fourth oldest member of the "Union." Of all the 
Reform congregations in America still in existence, 
Congregation Children of Israel is the twenty second oldest 
congregation from date of inception. The two oldest are the 
Mickve Israel in Savannah founded in July 1733 and the 
Congregation Beth Elohim of Charleston, S.C. that was 
foLmded in 1750. 
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In his article on Liberal Jud1asm in June 1945, Rabbi Sylvan 
Schwartzman stated: "Due to the financial handicaps under 
which the temple had consistently labored, there were per
iods in which the membership were unable to secure the ser
vices of a spiritual leader. Yet the congregation was al
ways able to rise above its impoverishment and with the gene
roisity of some of its members, the officers and trustees 
were able to keep the congregation intact. Thus it is recor
ded that often, even after the building of the new temple, 
Laymen had to officiate at various services, and that for 
approximately thiety-three out of the 100 years, the congre
gation was without an elected spiritual leader. During the 
course of the sixty-seven years in which the congregation 
had religious leadership at least twenty five known rabbis 
ministered to its needs. It is unfortunate that these re
cords are incomplete due to the serious floods of the Savann
ah River which destroyed the minutes of the congregation." 
Because there are periods of no rabbis as mentioned above 
and because the records were lost in the 1888 flood, it is 
very hard to be totally accurate in listing the exact times 
that some of the Rabbis and some of the presidents served 
the Congregation, but with the help of city directories and 
old newspaper articles, I believe that most of the informa
tion in this book is close to accurate. Not only were the 
records destroyed in that terrible flood of 1888, but later 
records have also been lost. I would urge future historians 
and members of Congregation Children of Israel to be extra 
careful and meticulous in keeping all congregational minutes 
and scrap books of Congregational activities. These should 
be maintained in the Temple library for future historians. 

A Hebrew Ladies Aid Society was founded in 1879 and 
this was actually the forerunner to the the present Sister
hood of Congregation Children of Israel. The Sisterhood 
changed from the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society in 1919. 

The congregational presidents from the time of the 
building of the Telfair Street Temple until the turn of the 
century were Issac Henry, Joseph Meyers who served from 1879 
until 1894, Bernard Phillips who served briefly until moving 
in 1895, Lt. Colonel I. Clarence Levy who was president in 
1895, 1896, and 1897, and S. Lesser, who was president from 
1898 until 1902. 

Rabbis of this period after Rabbi Blum were Rabbi Alex 
Rosafsky who came in 1872, and was suceeded by Rabbi Levin
son and Rabbi Bloom. They served until 1879 when Rabbi Ed
ward S. Levy came to Augusta. Rabbi Levy was spiritual lead
er until succeeded by Rabbi Dr. Leo Reich in 1886 who served 
for two years and then returned to Augusta after the turn of 
the century. Rabbi A.M. Bloch replaced Dr. Reich in 1888 
and and was succeeded by Rabbi J.H.M. Chumaceiro in 1898. 
Rabbi H.J. Elkins served briefly in 1899 and Rabbi J. Feuer
licht came in 1899 and was the congregational Rabbi from 
1899 until 1902.Each of the above gentlemen were most unique 
and served with distinction as we relate somathing about. 
most of them on the following pages. 
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Temple Youth Group. 
Elected to serve as officers with President David 

Alalof during the 1975-76 year were Dr. Lou Scharff and Mark 
Ab~lman as vice presidents, Elaine McNally as Secretary and 
David Wetherhorn as Treasurer. After Elaine McNally moved 
from Augusta, Martin Sandler replaced her as Secretary. 
Other board members were Julie Simon representing Temple 
Youth Group, Isaac Jolles, Joe Goldberg, James McNally, Sara 
B. Dessauer, Dr. Sumner Fishbein, Stanley Hammer, Burt 
Kunkel, Betty Padilla, Jackie Wetherhorn, Jane Kunkel, Pat 
Ginburg, Steve Friedman, and Dr. Leon Meyer. At this time, 
Rabbi White was signed to a new five year contract as 
Spiritual leader of the Congregation. 

In early 1976, the new Gates of Prayer <GOP> prayer 
books finally arrived and were first used as a part of the 
services in the Temple. To this date, the Congregation con
tinues to use both the new Gates of Prayer Prayer books and 
the Union Prayer books, alternating between the two books. 

During the 1976 year, there were 161 family members in 
the Congregation and 61 students in the Religious School. 

At the annual meeting held on May 10, 1976, long time 
Board members Helen Darling and Clarence Cohen were honored 
for their many years service to the Congregation and for 
their many uears served on the Board of Trustees. Both of 
them were presented plaques from the Congregation. 

Elected to serve as President of the Congregation at 
this meeting was Dr. Louis Scharff. Mark Abelman and Joe 
Goldberg were elected as Vice Presidents and Martin Sandler 
was named Secretary and David Wetherhorn treasurer of the 
Congregation. Other members of the Board of Trustees elect-
ed at this time were David Alalof, Sara B. Dessauer, Dr. Sum
ner Fishbein, Steve Friedman, Pat Ginburg, Stanley Hammer, 
Isaac Jolles, Scott Jolles from TYG, Burt Kunkel, Jane Kun
kel, Dr. L~on Me~er, Betty Padilla, Jon Simowitz, Harry 
Steine, Jacl·ie Wetherhorn, and Dr. Mort Witenberg. 

Dr. Louis Scharff is a man whose family is steeped in 
the leadership of Congregation Children of Israel during the 
twentieth ce11tury. He has gloriously followed in the foot
steps of his great grandfather, Simon Lesser, who was the 
first President of the Congregation in this century and his 
grandfather, Louis Scharff, who served as president during 
the 1920's. This gifted pediatrician, whose love tor his 
family and his children patients at Gracewood State School 
and Hospital, is nearly equalled by his love for Judiasm and 
his service to this Congregation and to the entire Jewish 
Community and Community at large. Louis Scharff has served 
as President of the Congregation, as a member of the Board 
of Trustees tor many years, and has done a yoemens Job as 
head of the Adult Education Committee. He has been a member 
of the Religious School faculty for many years. His char
itable donations to all good causes have epitimized the 
motto of ''United for Worship and Charity" that has always 
been the watchwords of this congregation. Few people give 
more of themselves and their fortunes to good causes than 
Dr. Louis Scharff. He has also been President of the Fede-
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Board members were Elaine McNally, James McNally, Sara B. 
Dessauer,Joe Goldberg, David Wetherhorn, Martin Sandler, 
Petty Padilla, Burt Kunkel, Leon Meyer, Stanley Hammer, 
Hc:\rry Steine, Dr. Herbert Prize!, Isaac J'olles, and Jan 1-Jeth
erhorn representing Temple Youth Group. 

David Alalof served as President from the 1974 annual 
meeting until the 1976 annual meeting. He and his wife Mer
yl have played important roles in the congregation for many 
years. David served on the board for manLl years and as Pres
ident for two years. Meryl, a product of the Religious 
School, has been on ~he Religious School faculty and has 
played a prominent role in Sisterhood activities, including 
serving as its President. Both ot them are active in many 
phases of the total community and David is currently a mem
ber of the Federation Board and Chairman of its Community Re
lations Committee. 

If one were to try and describe Bart David Wittenberg 
by using a one work description, the word would have to be 
"beautiful." Bart Wittenberg was truly a beautiful human be
ing. He was always a gentle, kind and considerate young man 
who constantly put the well being of others ahead of his own 
well being. He was a moderating influence to all that came 
in contact with him. He was constantly doing things tor 
others. He must have been the youngest volunteer fireman to 
ever serve the county fire department. He was a construc
tive dreamer, always seeming to recognize the importance of 
new developments in the world. He recognized the value of 
CB radio long before it came into vogue on large trucks. 
This writer still utilizes a CB system in his business in
stalled by Bart Wittenberg. This writer also remembers many 
pleasant evenings spent by the writer, his wife and daughter 
in wonderful conversations with Bart Wittenberg, who seemed 
to be well versed in most anything and was mature beyond his 
years. When the writer was the TYG advisor, Bart Wittenberg 
was the "elder statesman" of that group and gave it the wise 
counsel that it needed. He was loved and respected by his 
peers as well as the adults of the community. He had spent 
the summer of 1973 in Israel and had come to love that coun
try and his inhabitants. He could and did converse tor many 
interesting hours about his Israeli experiences. Bart Witt
enberg was loved by all and when Micah described so simply 
and beautifully what the Almighty requires of us, he seemed 
to describe Bart Wittenberg. Bart lost his life in a tragic 
accident on April 7, 1975. In the Simchas Torah service 
held on September 6, 1975, the Religious School was renamed 
the "Bart Wittenberg Religious School." The students of the 
school can learn many good lessons about their religion and 
what it stands for and requires by studying the life of Bart 
David Wittenberg. 

Selma Heyden became Superintendant of the Religious 
2chool during the 1975-6 school year. 

By May of 1975, the Congregation had 160 family mem
bF.?rs. It was decided to ele·ct 15 members to ttle Board, have 
the-President appoint two members and to have three members 
from the three organizations, Sisterhood, Brotherhood, and 
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In the year 1879,the Vice President of the Congregation 
was L. Warren, the Secretary/Treasurer was Louis Sylvester 
and services were held at 6:00 P.M. Friday and until 6:00 
P.M. Saturday. These officers remained through 1881. In 18-
82 S. Levy became the Vice President and services were held 
at 6:00 P.M. Friday evening and at 10:30 A.M. Saturday morn
ing. In 1888, Simon Lesser was named Vice President and 
William Jacobs became Secretary/Treasurer. It was during 
Mr. Jacob~ tenure as Secretary/Treasurer that the flood of 
1888 came and the records were all lost. At least his got 
wet and unusable and perhaps was washed down the road with 
the flood. I do not know what excuse to use for some of the 
later secretaries whose records are also not to be found. 
In 1891 L. Cohen replaced Mr. Jacobs as Secretary/Treasurer. 
In the year 1892, the Jobs of Secretary and Treasurer were 
split and H. Brooks was named Vice President of the Congrega
tion, S.H. Myers Secretary and Louis Cohen Treasurer. Mem
bers of the Board were Simon Lesser, J. Prager and M. Sil
ver. The Officers and directors did not change again until 
1895 when Simon Lesser again became Vice President, S.H. Me
yers became Secretary, and David Nachman was named Treasur
er. Other Board Members were A. Rubenstein, Marion Silver 
and L. Sylvester. Services now began at 8:00 P.M. Friday 
evening and at 10:30 A.M. Saturday morning. The 1895 off i
cers and directors remained in office through 1897 when L. 
Cohen became Vice President, P. Heyman became Secretary and 
L.J. Schaul was made Treasurer. Other directors were David 
Slusk~, A. Rubenstein, and A. Levy. Services Frida~ night 
retained their 8:00 P.M. starting time but the SaturdaLl morn
ing services were moved back to 11:00 A.M. There were no 
changes made to the Officers or the Board or the startin~ 
time of services until the year 1901. On Januar~ 16, 1880, 
the Congregation was first incorporated. We shall see later 
that the Congregation at one point in the twentieth century 
failed to renew the Charter and from 1947 to 1954 was not 
actually a chartered corporation. The original incorpora
tion certificate reads: 
in Re: Incorporation of Congregation Children of Israel 
State of Georgia : To the Honorable Claiborne Snead 
Richmond County : Judge Superior Court of Said County 

The petition of Joseph Myers President and Saml Levy 
vice-President and Louis Sylvester Secretary and their asso
ciates in office respectfully showeth that your petitioners 
desire to be incorporated under the name and style of "The 
Congregation Children of Israel." The object of your pe
titioners is to promote the cause of morals and Religion in 
said County for which purpose your petitioners pray that 
they may be authorized to exercise in their corporate capaci
ty the privilege of having and using a common seal to con
tract and be conracted with to sue and be sued and to answer 
and be answered into any or all the Courts of Law and Equity 
in this State to appoint such officers as they deem 
necessary to make such rules and regulations as they may 
think proper for their own government to have hold, 
purchase, receive and enjoy such real estate and personal 
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proper+.:~ as may enable said corporation to carry out their 
incorporation and to have possess and enjoy all the Rights 
Privileges and immunities incident to the corporations of 
like character and description and your petitioners pray 
that this their petition may be made the order and Judgement 
of the Court and recorded. 

And your Petitioners in duty bound will ever pray 
S::\ml Levy 

Atty For Petitioners 
Whereupon it is considered b~ the Court that the petition of 
petitioners be granted. That it be made the order and Judg
ment of the Court and entered of record: And That a certi
fied cop~ of said record be issued by the Clerk under the 
seal of office to said petitioners upon the payment of the 
fees stipulated by the Statute in (unreadable) The docu
ment was dated Jan~ 16 1880 and signed by Claiborne Snead 
Judge Surr Court. 

Samuel Levy must have made the petition for incorpora
tion much earlier than the date it was granted for he had 
diE?d on :?ep+.:ember 14~ 1889. On the date after his de.:i.th an 
Editorial in the Augusta i::hronic:le st::1ted: In the death of 
Hon. Samuel Levy, Augusta loses and old and popular citizen. 
He came to Augusta from the old country many years ago, and 
made friends by his energy and industry. As a public of
ficial, he was entirely reliable and accurate, holding the 
respect and confidence of the community. He was ordinary of 
Richmond County for two terms, and our people bear testimony 
to his zeal and fidelity. He w2s rr~ch loved in his family, 
and drew about him a large circle of friends. A good citizen 
and an upright man is gone. 

Some other members of the congregation who must be men
tioned here are Rcsina Levy, the wife of Abram Levy and a 
daughter of Issac Hendricks . She was a poet of some note 
and although her poems were not published, the~ were handed 
down for many generations. Her husband was a successful bus
iness man and they were both public hearted and generous in 
their lives. When Dr. Wise came to Augusta to make his 
address at the laying of the corner stone and on later 
visits to Augusta, he was a guest of Mr. and Mrs. Abram 
Levy. Their 11 children included J.H. Levy, J. Willie Levy, 
M c H Me c ~1rc_ .• M.J. Marcus, Mrs. D.J. May and others. rs. _.. . 'J _r_, 1 

Clarence Cohen, Adrian Cohen, and Leopold Cohen are direct 
descendants of this family as are their children and grand
children. 

Ellis Lyons was a justice of the peace and presided ov
er a small court. Issac Simon wasa merchant of considerable 
prominence. Harris Pizer was also a successful merchant and 
was active in the affairs of the the Congregation and was 
most charitable. The entire cit~ honored him for the part 
he played in affairs of the congregation and in +.:he larger 
affairs of the city. Moses Burns was a prominent Augustan 
with a high reputation. He died young leaving a widow and 
several children. 

Henry Myers, one of the early presidents of the Congre
gation was also quite active in many civic activities and 
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In April of 1972, the constitution of the congregation 
waE amended to include as voting members of the Board of 
Trustee5 a member of the Brotherhood, Sisterhood, and the 
Temple Youth Group. 

The only change to the officers of the congregation at 
the 1972 annual meeting was that Dr. Herbert Brizel and Da
vid Alalof were the vice presidents. Other board members e
lected were Hsrr~ Steine, Clarence Cohen, Sara B. Dessauer, 
Dr. Louis Scharff, Dr. Morton Witenberg, Isaac Jolles, Har
old Shapiro, Abram korn, Martin Sandler, Jackie Wetherhorn, 
Betty Padilla, Mrs. David (Meryl) Alalof, Leona Jane Lowe, 
and Mind~ Steinberg, who was later replaced by Debbie Gin
burg. Mrs. David <Meryl) Alalof was Sisterhood pre~1dent. 

At the 197~ High Holyday Services, Rabbi White present
ed to the con0regation the rare opportunity to secure a Tor
ah that had been the pre war Torah in a Czech congregation 
and h.:~.d been confiscated b'J the:> f\la:c:is.. An attempt had been 
made to burn many of the confiscated Torahs but had somehow 
failed and the sacred documents had been found and restored. 
Several members of the congre~ation quickly raised the nec
essar'J fund<:-~ to secure one of the~-::e Torahs and it was dedi
cated at a service held on April 27, 197]. It is ironic 
that thi~ congregation which had sent a Torah to an unfortu
nate congregation in Europe after World War II would now se
cure a rescued i ·orah. The dedication service was held to a 
pac:~ed congregation and people from all segments of the Augu
sta Jewish community participated in the dedication service. 

During 1972 long time Board member Abram Ko~n pa~sed 
awa'J and he bequethed a handsome sum of money to the Temple 
and another sum of mone'J to be used strictl~ for educational 
purposes. 

At this time in 1972, there were sevent~ fivP ~+udents 
in the ReligiGu~ School which had begun to grow once again 
and there were 155 family members of the Consresation. 

In earlu 1972, the Temple Youth Group in5tituted a 
series of monthly Sunday morning breakfasts and timely dis
cussions in the Temple. These programs were well attended 
by the members of the Congregation. 

With the e~ception of David Alalof and Jac~ie Wether
horn being named vice presidents, the officers of the congre
gation remained the same after the 1973 annual meeting. 
Other Board members were Dr. Herbert Brizel, Harry Steine, 
Clarence Cohen, Sara B. Dessauer, Dr. Morton Wittenberg, 
Isaac: Jolles, Martin Sandler, Betty Padilla, Leona Jane 
Lowe, Mar~ Abelman, Dr. Louis Scharff, Burt Kunkel, Joe Gold
berg, Meryl Alalof from Sisterhood, and David Brizel from 
Temple Youth Group. Meryl Alalof was once again the Si5ter
hood pres i dr.m t. 

In 1974, there were seventy two students in the Relig
ious School and 153 family members. 

David Alalof was the new President of the Congregation 
in 1974 and Dr. Louis Scharff and Mark Abelman were named as 
Vice Presidents. Helen Darling remained as Secretary and Da
vid Wetherhorn was named Treasurer. Mrs. James <Elaine) Mc
Nal ly became President of the Temple Sisterhood. Other 
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congregation and was the congregational treasurer for a num
ber of years. He also served as an usher tor many years. 
His wife, Phyliss, has been active in the congregation tor 
meny ~ears and was for a long time a member of the tacult~ 
ot the religious school as well as a most active member of 
Hadassah and other local organizations. He resigned as 
treasurer because of ill health on December 6, 1971, and 
passed away a short time later. His contributions to the 
community are missed b~ all that knew him. His wife, Phy-
1 iss, continues to play a part in the affairs of the congre
gation and the community. Leon Cole replaced Jerome Cumins 
as. Treasurer. 

Dr. Leon Meyer played an important role in the affairs 
of the Temple from the very first day that he arrived in Au-
gusta in the 1960's. He was a Foard member for several 
years, was President of the congregation for three years and 
at the time of this writin~ is the Chairman of the Federa
tion of Jewish Charities annual drive and its next presi
dent. His contributions to the community are many and mean
ing fLI 1 • 

Other Board members elected at the 1971 meeting were 
Dr. Maurice Dwnn, Harry Steine, Clarence Cohen, Sara B. Dess
auer, Dr. Louis Scharff. Dr. Mort Wittenberg, Issac Jolles, 
Leona J. Lcwe, Harold Shapiro, David Alalot, Betty Padilla, 
Abram Korn, Leon Cole,and Mart~ Sandler. 

Leona Jane Lowe is 2 gr2nddaughter of David Slusky and 
a d:':\U<Jhti:::·r of MusE' ~::Ius:f::~ and hc:\s plc:\•jed i:<n important role 
in the affairs of the congregation for her entire life. 

Eefore the hi~h hol~da~s of 1971, Rabbi H. Richard 
White assumed the pulpit of the congregation. RAbbi White 
came to Augusta from a pulpit in Toronto, Canada and served 
as Rabbi of the congregation tor a longer period of time 
than an~ Rabbi in the histor~ ot the Congregation other than 
Rabbi Goldburg. This native of Philadelphia was the first 
Rabbi of the congregation that was a graduate of the Hebrew 
Union Colle3e-Jewish Institute of Religion located in New 
Yor~. Young in ~ears and ~oun~ in spirit, his closeness 
with the ~oung people of the congregation is without para-
1 lel in the annals of the congregation. 

iJn Novf?mbt.::•r ls.t, 1971, the Temple Youth Group was cisked 
to appoint one of its members to the Board of Trustees of 
the congregation to a non voting position. Mindy Steinberg 
was appointed to that position and attended her first meet
ing on December 6, 1.971. At that meeting, she presented a 
check tor $10.00 to the building fund as a donation from Tem
ple Youth Group. 

On January J, 1972, at the request of Rabbi White, the 
Foard of trustees voted to purchase twenty to twenty five of 
the new Gates of Pra~er prayer books for periodic use in the 
Sabbath services. This would mark the first new pra~er 
books introduced into the services since the Union Pra~er 
Pook was introduced in 1922. 

Also in January of 1972, the Temple Youth Group conduct
ed the first Creative Serv~ce ever held in the Temple. This 
service was well received by all who were in attendance. 
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contributed much time and money to a local reform school. A 
plaque was erected in his honor and memory at the Reform 
School. 

Joseph Meyers and Judge Marcus formed a partnership and 
opened the firm of Myers and MarcJs, which was one of the 
most prosperous wholesale houses in Augusta. Judge Marcus 
was appointed a Judge during the War Between the States by 
Alexander Stephens. He married Mrs. Mendlesohn, the widow 
of an important and prosperous tob3cco merchant. They were 
active in affairs of the Congregation. 

Herman Brandt was sexton of the City Cemetary for many 
years and fired his cannon "The Baby Walker" on all import
ant occassions. He served in the War Between the States and 
often told stories of the war that people all over would lis
ten to. He lived to 80 uears of age. His son, Adolph, was 
a member of the State Legislature and was one of the best 
known law~ers and politicians in the state. Adolph had moved 
from Augusta to Atlanta and died suddenly in Rome, Georgia 
in 1889. 

Joseph Myers was President of the Con~regation for many 
years. He wa5 also a most prominent Augustan. When he died 
on January 7, 1893, the follou.1ing s.toru appe:;red in the Augu
sta Chronicle: DEATH OF MR. JOS. MYERS - HE PASSED AWAY YES
TERDAY MORNING AFTER A SHORT ILLNESS - HIS UNLOOKED FOR DE
MI SE CAUSES DEEP SORROW - THE FATAL ILLNESS SEIZED HIM ON 
LAST SUNDAY MORNING. - The news of Mr. Joseph Myers death 
was a severe shock to this community in which he numbered so 
many warm and loyal friends.. It was a sorrmoful surprise 
that greeted them yesterday morning. While Mr. Myers had 
been compelled to retire from active business life it was on
ly a week ago that he was seen out among his friends who 
felt that he would be spared to them for some time to come. 
They saw not the shadow of death, they heard not the call of 
the Master. Last Sunday the fatal illness warned him of its 
touch for it was then that he bagan to complain of being un
well. For the past two years he has felt the wea~ness that 
a hard struggle with sickness left him and he was not strong 
enough to withstand the seized. He died of congestion of 
the lungs. Sixty four years ago, Mr. Myers was born in Fi
lene, Prussia. He arrived in the United States in 1850, 
says a writer in the American Israelite. He began his busi
ness career in Clarke County, Georgia, like man~ of our core
ligionists, with a bundle on his back, then moved to Craw
fordville and opened a store there. Through his fair deal
ings and liberality he gained many friends, was successful 
and and attracted the attention of the Hon. Alexander H. Ste
vens, the great commander of the south, who became attached 
to him, gave him his patronage and became his bosom friend. 
In after years when he visited Augusta he would always ac
cept the hospitality of Mr. Myers in preference to the many 
homes open to him. When the war closed, Mr.Myers moved to 
Augusta and entered into partnership with Solomon Marcus, of 
Elberton, a very popular gentlemen of large acquaintance and 
great influence. They opened the then well known wholesale 
house of Myers and Marcus, doing business of about a million 
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dollars annually. They were very lenient to their custo
mers, and carried many a struggling merchant through the 
breakers of commercial tide. In fact, their extreme lenien
cy and over-indulgence caused their financial wreck. Mr. Me
yers served two terms as councilman of his ward, and gave 
general satisfaction; he was chairman of the financial and 
other important committees. He is the pillar of the Synago
gue, and his, the only Jewish firm here who kept his store 
closed on Saturday. His amiable wife, Mrs. Bertha Meyers, 
is a native of New York, a lady qualified to fill any posi
tion in society. Her gentle nature never pauses when her 
aid and influence are sought to cheer the distressed and 
help the needy. She has been for many years the patron and 
teacher of our Sunday school. Long may she live to grace Ju
daism in her lofty sphere." 

Mr. Myers was a member of a number of beneficiary organ
izations, all of which will attend his funeral this after
noon from the residence on Greene Street at 3:30 o'clock. 

There are many who will miss the kind bounty and the 
boundless charity and brotherly love of the deceased. His 
sympathetic and generous heart was always touched by the 
appeal of the needy and responded substantially to their 
wants. To the sorrowing family now so deeply afflicted 
every heart in sympathy goes out. 

Mrs. Ernestine Waltheim was a sister of Abram Levy and 
lived to be the oldest Jewish resident of Augusta. Her hus
band had died of yellow fever in 1854 and in 1902 whe was 
about 90 years old and lived with her daughter, Mrs. Melvin 
Levy on Ellis Street. 

L. Sylvester was born in 1832 and came to Augusta 
in 1865. As previously mentioned, he served valiantly in 
the War Between the States. In 1867 he married Marinda Blan
kensee of Birmingham, England. He and two of his sons, John 
and Seymour, operated a clothing and furnishing business and 
another son, Charles, was in the cotton business. A daugh
ter was married to a professor at Annapolis. Mr. Sylvester 
lived to be one of the oldest members of the congregation 
and was a Mason and a member of the Ancient Order of United 
Workmen. 

Lt. Col. I. Clarence Levy was born across the river at 
Hamburg in 1850 and moved to Augusta in 1862. He entered 
college in 1869 and went into the clothing business with his 
father in 1871. He gained much distinction as a member of 
the volunteer forces of Georgia, serving for twenty one 
years in the ranks and as a commissioned officer. He was 
secretary of the Clinch Rifles and was elected Sergeant for 
Life, a highly honorable position. He became a 2nd Lt. of 
Clinch Rifles in 1881 and rose through the ranks until he 
was appointed Commander of the 1st Battalion, Georgia Volun
teers in 1889 , a position he held until retirement from the 
military in 1894. In addition to being President of Congre
gation Children of Israel, he was also Chairman of the Board 
of B'Nai B'Rith, a member of the Knights of Pythias and a di
rector of the Young Men's Business League. He lived until 
September 23, 1897. 
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tion is taken again, it is the feeling of the members of our 
Board of Trustees that you should call upon the Congrega
tions that are members of the UAHC for their opinion on 
matters of such importance. 

I remain Very truly yours, 
Isaac S. Jolles, 
President of the Congregation 
of the Children of Israel" 

There seems to be no record of any answer being receiv
ed from the above letter. However, it is known that Rabbis 
in the Reform movement, in the spirit of Rabbi Stephen Wise 
of the "Free" Synagogue in New York, and a spokesman for 
many controversial causes, feel "free'' to speak out on any 
subject that their conscience dictates, and they usually do 
Just that. They usually have to answer to the will of their 
congregations if their opinions do not prevail. In the case 
of Rabbi Eisendrath, who was head of the "Union," I do not 
know what effect his statements on the Vietman War had on 
his relationships with the member congregations. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees on November 29, 
1969, it was noted that the Telfair Street Temple was now 
one hundred years old. <In actuality, it had been one hun
dred years since the laying of the corner stone and the 
start of construction of that building.) 

In the 1969-70 school year, Frances Seideman became 
superintendent of the Religious School. Enrollment in the 
religious school now stood at fifty two children. 

Once again, in 197~, Isaac Jolles was named President 
of the Congregation and David Wetherhorn and Harold Shapiro 
were vice presidents. Helen Darling and Jerome Cumins re
mained as Secretary and Treasurer. Other Board members were 
Dr. Maurice Dunn, Harry Steine, Clarence Cohen, Sara B. Dess
auer, Dr. Louis Scharff, Dr. Mort Wittenberg, Abe Friedman, 
Dr. Leon Myer, Joe Friedman, Leona Jane Lowe, Dr. Herbert 
Prizel, Betty Padilla, and Charles Blank. Betty Padilla was 
the new President of Sisterhood. 

Isaac Jolles served for two years as President of the 
Congregation and has served for many years as a member of 
the Board of Trustees. Like his father, he is a prominent 
attorney and for many years was Judge of the Recorders 
Court. He and his wife, Myra, are regular attendees at ser
vices and at all Temple functions. 

On October 12, 1970, Jackie Wetherhorn was appointed 
"Temple Coordinator of Administration," a position she con
tinues to hold. 

Rabbi Rosayn served as Rabbi of the Congregation until 
June of 1971, at which time he departed to take a pulpit in 
Boca Raton, Florida. He continues to live in that communi-

At the 1971 annual meeting, Dr. Leon Meyer was named 
President of the Congregation and David Wetherhorn and Dr. 
Herbert Brizel were the Vice Presidents. Helen Darling was 
Secretary and Jerome Cumins was Treasurer. 

Jerome Cumins was a long time board member of the 
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this ~on of Harold and Marion Shapiro, because his life is 
an inspiration to all. 

In 1969, the Temple Youth Group was formed again and it 
continues until toda~ to play an important part in the lives 
ot the LlOung people of the congregation. 

There were eighty two children enrolled in the relig
ious school during the 1968-69 5chool year. This began the 
decline in the number of children enrolled in the 5chool be
cause tamilies were smaller than the~ had been in the post 
war year~. The congregation continued to grow, mostly be
cause ct the influx of new families into the area, mo5t of 
them being a part of the medical, academic, and industrial 
corrsmu n i t !.:l • 

At the 1969 annual meeting, Isaac Jolle5 was elected 
Pr~eident of the Congregation and Dr. Maurice Dunn and David 
Wetherhorn were named vice prisidents. Helen Darling contin
ued as eecretar~ and Jeome Cumins was renamed Treasurer. 
Other Board member= were Harr~ Steine, Clarence Cohen, Leon 
Cole, Jane Mothner, Dr. Louis Scharff, Sara B. Dessauer, Dr. 
Morton Wittenberg, Abe Friedman, Harold Shapiro, Karel E=
troff, Dr. Leon Me~er, and Joe Friedman. Mrs. Malcolm ~Kar

el) Estroff was the new President of the Si5terhood . 
The year 1969 found the American people embroil~d in 

the biggest controver5~ of thsir histor~. The Vietnam war 
was raging and the controversies of the war were al5o being 
waged at home. The Reform Jewish movement ~lso got caught 
1_1p in this contro'.'E.'rsu. <::1n Oc:tobf:r 1:.3, l.96~', ·t:h<=~ tol .Lc•wins 
letter was dispatched from President Iss~c Jolles: 

"Rabbi Maurice EiEendrath 
Union of American Heb~ew Congregations 
838 Fifth Avenue 
New York , NE?LL' York 1 (2)(2)2 l 
Dear Rabbi Ei5endrath: 

I have noticed an ~rticle of the Associated Press in 
m.1r locc:~l new~:pc:~pi:?r in which ~.ic1 u wE•rE~ quoted c:H: st.:d:iTFJ thi::lt 
"Now is the timne for millions of Americans to con1e~ their 
profound concern at the preeent direction of AmLlrican policu 
in \.'iE·?tnam." 

As you perhaps know, our Congregtion is one of the ol
dest con9regations in the UAHC. The tru5tees of this congre
g~tion do not intond to have its children participate in an~ 
5it-in5 or tE•E:1ch·-in5 nor to obs1:-~r'1E• the Moratorium Da 13 call
ed for on October 15. The member~ of this congregation are 
Just as desirou5 of peace as an~ one. Most of its members 
have formerl~ served in the armed forces of the United 
States and know the horrors ct war. We are behind the Presi
dent of the United State5 and are not in favor of doing any
thing that will les5en his chanceE of obtaining peace and 
the conduct suggested by you, we believe, gives aide and com
fort to the enem~ rather than aide and 5upport to our Presi
dent. 

We would respectfully call to your attention that when 
a man of your status speaks, it i5 assumed that he is speak
ing for all the members of the UAHC and that before such ac-
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Bernard Phillips was a highly respected man who served 
briefly as President of the Congregation until he moved to 
Philadelphia. He died while on a visit to Augusta to visit 
his sister, Mrs. Rosenfeld. 

Simon Lesser was the last President of the Congregation 
in the 19th Century and served as president until 1902. He 
had been in the clothing business with his uncles in Rich
mond, Virginia, and came to Augusta in 1866 and started a 
cotton factor business. By the turn of the century, he was 
one of the most successful cotton factors in the south. He 
had a large off ice and warehouse and many employees that 
would sort, grade, renovate, and bale cotton and various 
waste substances and make it ready for shipments to markets 
in Brem•n, Hamburg, Barcelona and many American markets. He 
also owned several farms near Augusta. He first became vice 
president of the Congregation in 1867 and remained on the 
Board until he became President. He was a director a the Na
tional Exchange Bank, the Exposition Company, was president 
of the Richmond Factory, was a member of the Augusta Exchan
ge and Commercial Club, and was President of the Standard 
Club, a Jewish Social Club in existence at the turn of the 
Century. Mrs. Lesser was from the Rintals family of Charles
ton and was also most active in the affairs of the Temple. 
As a young lady, she had attended private schools in Charles
ton and then Madam Well's, a New York instutution of learn
ing for young ladies. She had been one of the founders and 
was an early President of the Hebrew Ladies Aid Society 
which was a forerunner to the present Temple Sisterhood. 
She was one of the early presidents of the Council of Jewish 
Women and was the Vice President of the Chautauqua. She was 
a member of most charitable societies in Augusta and was a 
director of the Augusta Women's Exchange. Simon Lesser liv
ed until July 11, 1918, and Mrs. Lesser lived many years af
ter that. They both played prominent parts in the affairs 
of the Temple well into the twentieth century. Their daugh
ter, Roselle, graduated from the same school in New York as 
her Mother, and received first honors from that school, and 
upon graduation read an article on "Bohemians in French Lit
erature• which was commented on favorably by one of the New 
York daily papers. 

Du~ing the 1880's, many Jews from Russia and Poland imm
igrated to Augusta and in 1890, a second Jewish Congregation 
was formed. The Orthodox Adas Yeshuron Congregation was for
med in that year and there still remains two viable Jewish 
Congregations in Augusta. There are many families in Augusta 
that have for many years been members of both Congregation 
Children of Israel and of Adas Yeshuron Synagogue. 

As mentioned above, a social club in existence during 
the latter years of the 19th Century and the early years of 
the twentieth century was the Standard Club. It had a pool 
and billiard room and several other features. It held month
ly dances during the winter months and and also many musical 
and literary programs. At the turn of the century Simon 
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Lesser was its president and the other officers were Jacob 
Levy, Vice President; Louis Brooks, Secretary; Abram Levy, 
Treasurer; and L. J. Schaul, Chairman of the Executive Com
mittee. 

C. Henry Cohen was one of the sons of John J. Cohen. 
He was born in Charleston in 1854 and moved to Augusta at an 
early age. He was a graduate of Richmond Academy and George
town University in Washington. In 1870 he began his law 
practice with the tirm of Barnes and Cumming and in 1877 he 
wa5 appointed Solicitor General of the Richmond County Super
ior Court. He held that position until he resigned in 1901 
to re-enter private practice. He was originally appointed 
Solicitor General by Governor Henry D. McDaniel and was reap
pointed by Governor William Northern. When he resigned as 
Solicitor General, members of the court presented him with a 
cup in recognition of his many years of service to the 
court. He had also been District Deputy Grand Master of the 
Knights of Pythias. He was also President of the Augusta 
Chronicle for at least one year until the paper changed 
hands. He was married to the former Nora Sneed of Savannah 
and they had one son. 

Paul Heyman was an active member of Congregation Chil
dren of Israel and also served as President of the local 
B'nai B'rith. He was well respected by the entire community 
for his congregational and charitable work. 

Henry Brooks spent his early years working in Panama, 
Idaho, British Columbia, Philadelphia and in several other 
places before settling in Augusta in 1868. He built one of 
the largest clothing and furnishing businesses in Augusta 
and was reputed to be one of the wealthiest citizens of Augu
sta. He was active in the Congregation and was the Vice 
President of B'nai B'rith. He married Fanny Cohen of Phila
delphia and they had nine children. One of his sons was a 
doctor and another was an attorney. He lived until Septem
ber 8, 1903. 

Abe Asher was an active member of the congregation who 
also belonged to many organizations. When his untimely 
death was announced in the Augusta Chronicle -0n March 31, 18-
92, it stated "Mr. Asher was a member of quite a number of 
benevolent organizations and as they all turn out in a body, 
the funeral will be a large one. The list includes the Con
federate Survivor's Association, "the Knights of Pythias, the 
Golden Chain, the Royal Arcanam, B'nai B'rith, Ker Shel Bas
el, and the Odd Fellows. Rabbi Chumaceiro will conduct the 
funeral ceremonies." 

Louis Cohen succeeded William M. Jacobs as Secretary 
and treasurer of the Congregation when Mr. Jacobs moved to 
Charleston. He was an officer for many years and was also 
Secretary of B'nai B'rith. He was an insurance agent. He 
was married twice, the first time to a sister of Albert Ash
er and they had four children and the second time he married 
a daughter of Judge Sam Levy in 1880. They had six chil
dren. He was a member of the Social Lodge Free and Accepted 
Masons #1, Augusta Chapter of Royal Arch Masons, Adonisam 
Lodge Council #1, Vigilant Lodge K of P, K of H, Royal Ar-
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Community at large. Abe Friedman is listed ·as one of the 
local founders of the Federation of Jewish Charities and the 
contributions in both money and leadership of Abe and Petty 
Friedman have contributed greatl~ to the success of the Fede
ration as have their contributions done so much for so man~ 
other worthy causes. In 1981, Abe felt that the congrega
tion might once again out grow itE facilities, so he and 
Betty bought and donated to the Temple the lot next door to 
the present location for use in future expansion. Thus is 
the foresight and charit~ of Abe Friedman. Their son, Steve, 
and his wife, Mar~, have followed this tradition ot grea t 
contributions to the service of Con~re~ation Children of Is
rael. The two of them for ~ears were the advisors to the 
Temple Youth Group and Steve is the current Treasurer of the 
con9re 1Ji::d: ion. 

On December 19, 1981, Abe Friedman was honored b~ the 
Congregation with a testimonial service at Sabbath Evening 
Services. Pa~ing homage to Abe Friedman, in additon to the 
membewrs of the congregation, was the Mayor of the Cit~ of 
Augusta, the 10th District Congressman, bankers, business 
men and many others. The Augusta Chronicle, on its Editor
ial pages of December 26, 1981, carried the following editor
ial : 

"LEADERSHIP HONORED - The step which Augusta's Walton Way 
Temple-Congregation Children of Israel took the other day, 
in honoring our fellow citizen Abe Friedman. was greatl~ jus
tified and deserved . Mr. Friedman has contributed much to 
the effectiveness of the business communit~, having with his 
brother, Pen, start ed while still in Sa~annah a Jewelr~ firm 
credited with being the largest retail jewelr~ business in 
thE· South. It was, however, the imp2ct of his more than 50 
years leadership in religious matters here which won for him 
the acclaim last week. As a board member <1925-19 7 1', and 
as president (1942-1946), he helped his con~r~gation ge t 
acreage on Walton Way after it became evident that popLJla
tion shifts had made the former Telfair Street location less 
desirable for that use. He was chairman of the building 
committee. In subsequent additions to the new Walton Wa~ 
Temple, he served as the campaign's initial sifts chairman. 
Such ~:erv:icE• earns the recogniticm it has rE•c:eived," 

No amount of editorials or historical books could ever 
capture the complete meaning of the impact that Abe Friedman 
has had and continues to have on this Congregation. His lea
dership has contantly helped the congregation to attain new 
h£-?ights:" 

Randy Shapiro was a young man of courage, faith and 
love. Despite a terminal illness, this young man~ continued 
to participate in Temple activities as long as he could. He 
continued as a student and he continued his attendance at 
services and at other Temple activities. He had been an ac
tive participant at the dedication services of the new Tem
ple buildings in March l967. After his death in January, 19-
69, the Randy Shapiro Memorial Fund was began in memory of 
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TODAY'S TEMPLE - SINCE 1968 
The annual meeting in 1968, which marked the beginning 

of the retirement of Rabbi Norman Goldburg, saw Harry Steine 
once again elected to the Presidency of the Congregation. 
Elected to serve with Harry were Issac Jolles and Clarence 
Cohen as Vice Presidents, Helen Darling as Secretary, and Le
on Cole as Treasurer. Board members were Hy Selwyn, David We
therhorn, Jane Mothner, Dr. Louis Scharff, Sara B. Dessauer, 
Dr. Maurice Dunn, Dr. Morton Wittenberg, Jerome Cumins, Abe 
Friedman, and Harold Shapiro. Jackie Wetherhorn continued 
as President of Sisterhood. 

On September 8, 1968, a testimonial dinner was held in 
honor of Rabbi Norman and Rose Goldburg. 

Rabbi Benjamin Rosayn assumed his duties as Congrega
tional Rabbi Just prior to the High Holydays of 1968. His 
former pulpit had been in Dothan, Alabama. 

One of the board members mentioned above is Abe Fried
man. Since arriving in Augusta in the mid 1930's, Abe Fried
man has become and remains today the other lay "giant" of 
Congregation Children of Israel during the twentieth cen
tury. No other members have had more of an imnpact on this 
Congregation in the twentieth century than Abe Friedman and 
David Slusky. Abe Friedman was born in Savannah, Georgia 
around the year 19~8 and spent his early life in Glenwood, 
Georgia. After the death of his father, he and his Mother 
and brother, Ben Friedman, moved back to Savannah and short
ly thereafter Friedman Jewelers was founded. In the mid 
30's, while still a bachelor, he and his Mother moved to Au
gusta and he started the Augusta operations of Friedman Jew
elers. As far back as 1939, the Augusta newspapers mention
ed Abe Friedman as one of the most prominent young business
men in Augusta. From his first arrival in Augusta, Abe 
Friedman played a prominent role in the affairs of the con
gregation and continues to play this important and prominent 
role today. He married the former Betty Marks in 1941 and 
they have three children and two grandchildren. All through 
their married life, the Temple has grown and prospered be
cause of the imput of this couple who have made the Temple 
such an important part of their lives. They have not only 
been more than generous financially, but both of them have 
given of their time, their ideas and their work to better 
Congregation Children of Israel. Betty Friedman has worked 
for years as an active member of the Sisterhood, working 
countless hours on the Rummage Sale and the Sisterhood Calen
dar and has been one of the leaders in an adult Bible Class. 
Abe Friedman served for many years as President of the con
gregation and was President both at the time of the Centen
ial celebration and at the time of the dedication of the 
first Walton Way Temple. He was in charge of fund raising 
for both of the Walton Way buildings, and has chaired the 
gifts committee up to the present time. He has been a part 
of the leadership of Congregation Children of Israel since 
he arrived in Augusta nearly a half century ago. He and 
Betty have not only been mainstays in the Temple affairs, 
but in all affairs of the entire Jewish Community and of the 
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canum, etc. He died on November 5, 1908. 
One of the grandchildren of Issac Hendricks was J. Will

iam Levy, whose Mother was Rosina Hendricks Levy and whose 
Father was Abram Levy. He was born in Hamburg in 1859 and 
was with his father in the clothing business. The name of 
this firm was originally Abram Levy, then A. Levy & Son <the 
son being I.C. Levy even though J. William was a part of the 
firm>, then I. C. Levy and Company, then I.e. Levy Son and 
Co., and finally the J. Willie Levy Company. He married Add
ie Solomon of Savannah and they had three sons. He had a 
typewritten copy of his Mother's poems beautifully bound to 
be preserved as a family heirloom. He was a brother of the 
above mentioned Lt. Colonel I. Clarence Levy. William Ja
cobs was the Secretary of the congregation during the flood 
of 1888 and remained secretary until he moved to Charleston. 
While living in Augusta, he was most active in religious 
and communal affairs. 

Congregational Children of Israel has been most fortun
ate in its entire history in being able to attract many able 
Rabbis who always added much to the success of the congrega
tion. Several of the Rabbis during the Nineteenth Century 
were outstanding. 

Rabbi A. Blum was an indefatigable worker tor the cause 
of the new building. He gathered funds both outside and in
side the city. 

Rabbi Alex Rosafsky served the congregation faithfully 
and was an able Rabbi, well liked by the congregation. 

Rabbi Bloom was well liked by all and it was with re
gret that the congregation parted with him. He left Augusta 
and went to Texas where he married and then became a Rabbi 
in Los Angeles. He was of French origin, a good speaker, 
and a fine Rabbi. 

Rabbi Bloom was succeeded by Rabbi Lewinson who remain
ed but a short time and then moved to New Orleans, where he 
gave his life nursing Yellow Fever patients. He was describ
ed as a "most benevolent, humane man with a tender heart, 
broad sympathies and zealousness in the cause of charity." 
He was admired, respected, and honored by all who knew him. 
He was also described as "a well educated, modest gentlemen 
whom to know was to like, and the people of Augusta remember 
him with true interest and speak of his untimely death with 
true sorrow. " 

Rabbi Edward Levy had been educated in Philadelphia and 
had a congregation in Charleston before coming to Augusta. 
He married a daughter of Abraham Goldsmith, one of the promi
nent merchants of Charleston. When he left Augusta his depar
ture from the city was deplored by all tor he was one of 
those men "who win their way into your esteem and whose kind
ly ways and gentleness cause every one to like him." 

Rabbi J.H.M Chimaceiro was the son of the Chi~t Rabbi 
of Holland and was a native of that country. He left August
a to return to Holland and later took a'pulpit in New York. 

Rabbi J. Feuerlicht was the last Rabbi of the Nineteen
th Century and remained in Augusta through 1902. He had 
been born in Hungary and at the age of thirteen was sent to 
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the Jeshiva Rabbinical School, where he studied the Talmud 
and Hebrew Literature under the famous Rabbis Schesinger, N. 
Schweiger and S. Anerbach, three of the most distinguished 
Talmud scholars in Hungary. In 1873, he entered the 
Rabinnical Semenary at Presberg, an Orthodox institution 
from which he graduated with distinction in 1878. His 
religious tendencies changed to a more liberal position and 
so he came to the United States in 1882 to seek a wider 
sphere of activity and a broader field for his talents. 
Before coming to Augusta in 1898, he had held pulpits in 
Chicago at Moses Montifiore Congregation, the Temple Gates 
of Prayer in Boston and Congregation Anshe Chesed of 
Scranton , Pa. He was well adapted for Congregation Children 
of Israel by temperament, scholarship and desire. He was a 
good speaker, had executive ability, and was beloved by all, 
but especially the children of the Sabbath School over which 
he ably presided. 

By the end of the century, and after only 54 years 
since that important first meeting on September 12, 1846, 
the congregation had made tremendous strides. After having 
survived a war that tore deeply into the members of the 
congregation, the Telfair Street building had been started 
in 1869 and would be the home of Congregation Children of 
Israel for the remainder of the 19th century and half of the 
twentieth century. The congregation had transformed itself 
from an Orthodox congregation to become a charter member of 
the Reform movement and of the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations. A forerunner to its sisterhood had started in 
1879 and to this day this organization is a most valuable 
arm of the congregation. Its religious school was a viable 
part of the congregation since even before the inception of 
the congregation and music played an important part in its 
liturgy since the first services were held in 1846. It had 
suffered through bad financial times and had lived happily 
through good times. It had seen its members become active 
not only in the affairs of the Temple, but also in all 
affairs of the community, both civic, political, and 
charitable. The scattered Israelites of Augusta and Hamburg 
had fulfilled their desire to unite as a band of brothers to 
publicy worship the God of Abraham, Issac, and Jacob and to 
extend charity toward their needy brethren. They had made 
tremendous strides and only was the congregation better for 
it but its members, were as well. Their strong beleifs and 
their participation in service5 and activities of their 
congregation had set the pace that would continue into the 
next century and down to the present day. The devotion of so 
many of the members of Congregation Children of Israel 
brought it through the nineteenth century and continues to 
bring progress to the congregation to this day. 

Congregation Children of Israel was now ready for the 
twentieth century. Just as so many had worked so hard to 
lead the congregation through its infancy, the twentieth 
century would bring many people to work so hard to make it 
able to continue on its charted course. 

83 

• 
• 

Cuba Family Archives



1953ChoirJ 

Rabbi Goldburg & Son Jay '32 

g1n1ou Hf 

. .. '"' 
1 " ii i!h 
~ ''t'''''-

~! .. _ ..... 'ffi 

,_jjjl!),il 

·-
1

f!S
1 

II 
ft ... hi 

I jl ; f -n11nuua 

1950 Board of Trustees 

Cornerstone of Telfair Street 
Temple 

Memorial Tablets from 
Telfair Street Temple 

RABBI J, ll'B:UERLICBT. MRS. ll'B:UBRLICBT. 
23 

Bimah of Telfair Street 
Temple 

Magnolia Cemetery Gravestone 
of Issac Hendricks 

Cuba Family Archives



J.OIT IR t'OIIEN, 

J . WILLIAM · LEVY. 

24 

C. HENRY COHEN. 

J.IEUT.-COL. I. CLARENCE LEYY. 
l'1'oto 1111 H oil, 

8. LESSER. 

again elected President of the Congregation and Isaac Jolles 
and Clarence Cohen were named Vice Presidents. Helen Dar-
1 ing continued as Secretary and Leon Cole was the Treasurer. 
Mrs. David <Jackie> Wetherhorn became the new President of 
the Sisterhood. Other Board members were Hy Selwyn, David 
Wetherhorn, Jane Mothner, Abe Korn, Dr. Louis Scharff, 
Shelli Abelman, Earnest Olden, Sara B. Dessauer, Dr. Maurice 
Dunn, Albert Rosenthal, Jackie Wetherhorn, Mort Wittenburg 
and Al Weiss. 

From the day they first arrived in Augusta, David and 
Jackie Wetherhorn were active participants in all phases of 
Temple activity. David Wetherhorn served on the Board of 
Directors for many years and was often an officer of the 
Congregation. He continued to work hard for this Congrega
tion and the entire community until his tragic and untimely 
death in 1982. Jackie Wetherhorn has been most active 
through the years in both Temple and Sisterhood Activities. 
She has been President of the Sisterhood and a member of the 
Congregation's Board of Trustees many times. For many years, 
she has single-handedly taken charge of the maintenance of 
the physical facilities of the Temple and has overseen the 
building and kitchen activities. She has taken on this 
thankless Job and done it well. The brilliant and talented 
Wetherhorn children were always active participants in the 
affairs of the Religious School and the Temple Youth Group. 

On March 17, 1968, a donation to the Temple's Building 
Fund was made by the Unitarian Church, thus making another 
example of the spirit of Brotherhood that abounds in Augus
ta. 

In June of 1968, Rabbi Norman Goldburg retired as the 
active Rabbi of Congregation Children of Israel, thus ending 
a career as Rabbi of this Congregation that spanned 19 
years. He had spent a total of 39 years as an active Rabbi 
since his ordination in 1929. In his 19 years as Rabbi 
here, he had become one of the giants in the history of the 
Congregation. The congregation had grown and prospered 
under this Rabbi more so than at any time in its history. 
He is the only Rabbi to have served the Congregation in all 
three of its permanent locations and he served as Rabbi for 
nearly twice as long as any other Rabbi in the history of 
the Congregation. 

Rabbi and Ro remain active today in retirement. Since 
he has become Rabbi Emeritus, Rabbi Goldburg has served at 
Fort Gordon as Post Jewish Chaplain. He also was a teacher 
at Augusta College for many years and has officiated at 
countless weddings since going into retirement. He has also 
participated in many conversions. He and Rose continue to 
be active members of the Congregation and of the entire Jew
ish Community and Community at large. Their son, Jay, is to
day a prominent Rabbi in Des Moines, Iowa. 

The city of Augusta is a better community because of 
the input of Norman and Rose Goldburg. 

During the early 1950's, the Congregation opened a new 
cemetary section at Westover Cemetary on Monte Sano Avenue. 
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tions to the the congregation, could not resist mentioning 
that the dedication had ironically fallen on St. Patrick's 
Day, a day for celebration by Roman Catholics of Irish des
cent. It was later noted than an outstanding rabbi, Stephen 
S. Wise, was born on March 17 and for many years donned 
green tie and green socks to lead the St. Patrick's Day 
parade in New York. The Rev. Gardner, who read the 150th 
Psalm, spoke of the close relationship formed bptween the 
Walton Way congregation and the Methodist Church when the 
church was used by the Jewish congregation for services 
while waiting for the completion of their former temple." 

Other participants in the dedication service were the 
President of the Congregation, Dr. Morton Wittenberg, and 
the Program chairman, Harry Steine. As usual, the Temple 
Choir played an important part in the festivities. A recep
tion was hosted ·by the Temple Sisterhood at the conclusion 
of the Dedication Services. 

On Saturday morning, March 18, 1967, a dedication servi
ce for the Temple Youth Group and the children of the Religi
ous School was held. The children's choir, led by Ila Beren
son, its Director, participated in this service. The Sabb
ath service was conducted by Rabbi Goldburg and he was assis
ted by members of the Religious School and the Temple Youth 
Group. Ilene Cumins spoke as President of the Temple Youth 
Group and Robert Sinsheimer spoke as President of the Stud
ent Body. Prayers were offered by Ronald Barab and Randy 
Shapiro. The sermon was rendered by Rabbi Joseph Buchler, 
Rabbi of Temple Mickve Israel in Savannah, and former Rabbi 
of Congregation Children of Israel. Also participating -in 
the serivce was Dr. Ariel L. Goldburg. A reception, hosted 
by the Sisterhood, was held following the services. 

A dinner was held on Saturday evening, March 18, 1967, 
honoring the planners and the builders of the new building. 
Master of ceremonies at this affair was Al Weiss and the 
guest speaker was Dr. Jacob Rothschild, Rabbi of The Temple 
in Atlanta. 

The new building brought the Congregation the facili
ties that it now uses for all its activities. The former So
cial Hall was converted to add several more much needed 
class rooms. The former . Rabbi's study was converted to the 
Estroff Library and now houses the library facilties of the 
Temple. The new Friedman Social Hall was added as was the 
Platzblatt Lounge. These rooms were so named becuse of dona
tions by the Maxwell Estroff family, the Abe Friedman fami
ly, and by Agnes Platzblatt in memory of her husband, Jack 
Platzblatt. Many other families made generous donations to 
the building of the New Temple as well as the original Wal
ton Way Temple and plaques and windows in the buildings at
test to these generous donations. The old sanctuary became 
the auditorium for the Religious School and the old Choir 
loft ~as transposed into a meeting room for the Temple Youth 
Group. 

There were 100 children enrolled in the Religious 
School during the 1966-67 school year. 

At the 1967 annual meeting, Harry Steine was once 
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THE MIDDLE YEARS - - 1900-1940 
During the first forty years of the twentieth century, 
Congregation Children of Israel as well as most member 
congregations of the UAHC could be best described as 
participating Classical Reform Judaism. During this peroid, 
the Bar Mitzvah was replaced with confirmations . The 
congregation was desirous of being less and less "different" 
from the Christian community so the services were changed to 
be mostly in English. Most of the music was from an organist 
and at times a mixed choir. This condition would remain 
until the volunteer choir was started in 1953. In 1922 the 
publication of the Union Prayer Book gave congregations the 
option of having most of the services in English. The study 
of Hebrew became less and less important, but the quality of 
religious education became more and more important and more 
and more American. The activities of the congregation were 
as many and varied as always and the members were as fervent 
in their beliefs as before. They did beleive that this 
country was their "Jerusalem" and that Zionism was no longer 
a part of their lives. There was a desire to make Judasim as 
American as possible, while still being a viable Jewish 
congregation and community. There was a strong desire to 
present a good image to the Christian communit~. Classical 
Reform remained in total usage until the horrors of World 
War II became evident, and since 1940 there has been a 
steady return to traditionalism in matters of importance. In 
the post-World War II era and later, the most important 
problem of the Congregation would be to serve the needs of 
those who were Classical Reform and those who desired more 
tradition. All of these beliefs are what makes Congregation 
Children of Israel as great as it is, for all the members 
have strong beliefs and are all working for the betterment 
of the congregation as it goes about doing the work of the 
Almighty as it remains united for worship and charity. 

Many people have worked so hard to make Congregation 
Children of Israel better, but there are two laymen and two 
Rabbis of the twenieth century who have been truly giants in 
building the Congregation to its present levels. The first 
of these people was David Slusky. 

David Slusky lived a long life and for most of that 
life, he was not only successful in business and blessed 
with a fine family, but he was a giant in his contributions 
of time, energy, and money both to his congregation as well 
as the entire Jewish community and the community at large. 
By the turn of the century, David Slusky had already made 
more of an impact on the congregation than many people do in 
a lifetime. A newspaper article in 1902 tells part of his 
story to that date. It read: "Mr. Slusky arrived in Augusta 
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at the age of twenty, about twenty-one years ago. He was 
born in Europe ~here he learned the trade of coppersmith 
working in several cities in copper, tin and other metals. 
He landed in New York, but the South seemed to possess more 
attractions for him and we find him soon afterwards in Augus
ta working for Frank Smyth, the then leading roofer, for 50 
cents a day, though he had received a diploma as a master me
chanic in Europe. But it was not his dispositic;fn nor his in
tention to remain in such a position very long, ' and you 
young geritlemen who happen to read these lines, who are com
plaining of your hard lot, study well the life of David Slus
ky, and learn many valuable lessons. Then, perhaps, you 
will go to work with a will and cease to bewail a fate per
haps much better than his in those days. Mr. Slusky worked 
for Smyth a few months then went to E.A. Demore, where he 
worked several years , then going to Charleston from which 
place, however, he soon returned to Augusta. As men were 
scarce in Charleston after the big earthquake and he receiv
ed good wages, he managed by stinting to save including all 
his previous work, a few hundred dollars. He attended night 
school and managed to educate himself and in reading the pa
per one day--something he did regularly in order to improve 
his English as well as enlighten him on current topics--he 
learned that Thomas E. Watson, of Thomson, Georgia, the re
cent United States vice-presidential candidate with William 
Jennings Bryan, on the Populist ticket, had a lot of 
tinner's tools for sale at a bargain. Mr. Slusky bought the 
tools for $60.00, returned to Augusta, rented a place for 
$8.00 a month and thus laid the foundations for the immense 
store which he now owns. He had to pay the rent in advance 
to the proprieter who is now president of the bank of which 
Mr. Slusky is a director. From time to time.business grew 
and larger quarters were needed. He located at 523 Broad 
Street, and then put up three stores within a few years of 
each other on the ground on which his first place was locat
ed, occupying two of these stores for his own large and 
ever-growing business. Mr. Slusky did all the metal work on 
the Augusta Orphan Asylum, Normal School of Milledgeville, 
Georgia, a great number of railroad stations throughout Geor
gia, ornamental work of St. John's Church, Augusta, and in 
fact, has supplied this part of the decorations on nearly 
all the public buildings in this section of the state for 
ten years. Mr. Slusky married in 1888 Miss Bella Barr, 
daughter of Henry Barr, of Augusta, who is a worthy helpmate 
to her worthy husband, being kind, friendly and liberal both 
in heart and purse. They have one son, aged eleven, who is 
a manly little fellow. On one of their trips to Europe 
little Moses Slusky was written up by one of the London pa
pers as a manly little American, much to the righteous grati
fication of his parents. In fact, manliness is a virtue 
which Mr. Slusky holds in high esteem, he himself be 
thoroughly manly, honest and reliable in all his dealings. 
All who know him either personally or in business, speak 
highly of him- so now young man, go study the life of David 
Slusky and get to work so that you too can present your wife 
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"OVERFLOW CROWD--CLERGYMEN STRESS INTER-FAITH UNITY--WALTON 
WAY TEMPLE DEDICATED--More than 300 CSRA residents of many 
faiths Friday night heard area clergymen participating in de
dication services for the new Walton Way Temple tell of the 
importance and actuality of interdenominational harmony 
here. Citing examples of what they said was a long spawned 
and important Augusta area relationship between Christians 
and Jews were: The Rev. William H. Gardner, pastor of Trini
ty On the Hill Church; the Rev. Daniel Churton, chaplain at 
the Lenwood Veterans Administration Hospital; the Rev. Dr. 
R.J. Robinson, pastor of First Baptist Church; Msgr. Daniel 
J. Bourke, pastor of St. Mary's On the Hill Church; the Rev. 
Dr. E. Clayton Calhoun, pastor at Paine College, and Augusta 
Mayor George Sancken Jr. The clergymen and many of their 
congregants attended the Sabbath service formally dedicating 
the more than $225,000 ediface. The Temple, located at Wal
ton Way and Bransford Road and adjacent to one constructed 
17 years ago, is the third sanctuary built by the Reform Jew
ish congregation in its 122 years of incorporation here. Not
ing new industrial and academic construction in the CSRA, Ma
yor Sancken said equal emphasis should be placed on the 
building of religious edifices in the community to meet the 
contemporary needs. Former Gov. Carl Sanders, credited in 
great part with fostering industrial construction during his 
tenure as Georgia's chief executive, similarly took note of 
the new Temple in a congratulatory telegram to the congrega
tion. The dedicatory address at the service was offered by 
Dr. Ariel L. Goldburg of Temple Beth Ahabah, Richmond, Va. 
He is the younger brother of Walton Way Temple congregation 
rabbi, Dr. Norman N. Goldburg. The clergymen brothers, who 
are unique graduates of the Hebrew Union College having been 
ordained together in 1929 and then receiving their 
doctorates of theology together there later, focused 
attention on their days of youth and to their parental 
influence to bring them closer to Judeo-Christian teachings. 
The Rabbis Goldburg told of early home life in an Illinois 
Catholic community and the fact that their father encouraged 
them to attend church services at times when Jewish services 
could not be held for lack of a resident Rabbi. Both Rabbis 
spoke as youths in Christian Sunday School classes, thereby 
getting thier initial experience as public speakers in a 
church rather than a synagogue, it was recalled. In his main 
address, Dr. Ariel Goldburg said Christians and Jews must 
share pews together for true religious inspiration. Also, 
he said that the practice of families worshipping together 
must be revi~ed. "We must get away from a 'drop off' 
religion where parents 'drop off' their children for Sabbath 
services and go about their business," he said. Responding 
to his brother's dedicatory address, Dr. Norman Goldburg 
accepted the sanctuary on behalf of the congregation and 
blessed Christians and Jews alike with an ancient prayer 
which, translated, says: Blessed art Thou, 0 Lord our God, 
King of the Universe, who has kept us in life, and hast 
preserved us, and hast enabled u~ to reach this occassion 
<season>. Msgr. Bourke, while ext~nding his congratula-
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Put, compared to Cecil they weren't really much. 
She has that extra bit of something, 
At time~; called "it;" 
Which can turn a lagging failure 
to a dazzling brilliant hit. 
Such is Cecil, master of them all; 
With evasion, persuasion and telephone call. 
1 . ..,t_ith qlas.ses perched and arms full of books; 
Who can resist her .doleful looks? 
Whether ~ou have a talent or no; 
You'll never pass Cecil 
t.>Ji.tho1 . ..1t a. "Can •:Jou sing, JcH:::-?" 
Than~ ~ou Cecil for all that you do, 
To keep our "voices:." su.1eet and true. 
For giving so much tor so long a time. 
Long ma~ you continue your work sublime. 

In 1966, it was noted that a donation to the building 
fund tcr the new Sanctuary had been received from the First 
Baptist Church of Augusta. Once again the spirit of Brother
hood in Augusta had shown itself. 

Mort Wittenberg was re-elected President at the 1966 an
nual meeting and Clarence Cohen and Issac Jolles were once 
asain elected to the two Vice Pr esident Posts. Helen Dar-
1 ing wa5 made Secretar~ again and Jo~ Friedman was the new 
Treasure~. Mrs. Abram 'Ellie) Yorn was elected President of 
the Sisterhood. Other Board members were HLl Selwyn, David 
l·IEthe>'"·hur·n, ,Jc.~nP Mothner, AbE· r:orn, J":\ck Vi':Jldncl, 1-'-lbE> Fried-
m3n~ Harr~ Steine. Bernard Simowitz, Malcolm Estrotf, Al 
Weiss, Ellie Kern, Mrs. Malcolm 'Karel) E5troff and Leon 
Co 1 E? , 

Foa r d ~ember Abe Korn had been a survivor of the Nazi 
atrocitie~ and still bore scars of his internment in a con
Cf.·?ntratic:on c::rnT;,, He ::ir1d hi~=. 1 .. 1.1if1,:=.· t~:lliE· l.!.'E·?rf.-2 alv..1a 1::1s most ac-
tive in Temple Activities and most generous to all causes of 
the Temple, especial!~ those that pertained to the welfare 
of the ~oung people . Abe Korn made a gen e rous contribution 
tn th €·:·' TE·mFilE.· Yo•_;i:h r:iroup th<::1t is still being used to help 
fund the acti v ities of that ~roup. 

r~ttE· r his dE·r.~th, 

He was a gentle man who 
Ellie conti·nues the prac-

tice of gener ous contributions to all worthy causes and 
their two son~ continue to follow their parents' ways with 
s~rvice ancl charit~ to Judaism and mankind. 

Leopold and Jane Mothner have both served the Temple as 
board members and in other ways for several years. They 
continue to this day with their service to the Temple and to 
the Communit~.:1. 

Hy and Elanche Selwyn are another couple who have serv
ed the Temple well for many years and continue to be activa 
in the affairs of Congregation Children of Israel. These two 
faithful members have both served on the Board of Trustees 
and she has been most active in Sisterhood affairs, serving 
as President ot that organization. 

On March 17th and 18th, 1967, the dedication of the new 
Temple sanctuary, social halls, and kitchen was held. The 
story of this dedication is best told by an article in the 
Augusta Herald on March 18, 1967. The headline read: 
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with $10,000 Just as he did at their tin wedding not long a
go, and remember if you are discouragerd that he worked for 
less than you are getting, in fact, at the start he got scar
cely enough to keep body and soul together. Such is life." 
At the time the above was written in 1902, David Slusky was 
Vice President of the Congregation and would soon be its 
President. Moses Slusky, the manly eleven year old of 1902, 
would follow in his Father's footsteps and by 1937, he was 
the president of the congregation. 

A 1927 issue of the Southern Israelite added about Dav
id Slusky that "he has at various times given his assistance 
both in time and money tor the betterment of mankind, and 
more especially Judaism. Mr. Slusky is vice president of 
one of the city's largest banks, the National Exchange Bank 
<today known as the First National Bank> and has held many 
off ices in civic clubs in the city. Whenever there has been 
some large movement on foot for the betterment of the city 
or mankind, Mr. Slusky has been one of its hardest workers. 
Too much credit cannot be given to him who, starting out on 
nothing, has worked himself up to be one of the city's lead
ing citizens. It is only our wish that there were a few 
more Jews of this type in Augusta." During the late 1930's, 
he was one of the prime movers in the establishment of the 
YMHA on Greene Street. When he died on October 28, 1946, 
the Augusta Chronicle stated that he was vice president of 
the National Exhange Bank, member of the levee commission, 
vice president of the Hebrew Orphanage in Atlanta and a mem
ber of the Vigilant Lodge, K of P. The life of this man so 
important to the Congregation and its members was best de
scribed by Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman at the last rites of Dav
id Slusky: "This is a moment of great sadness as we stand 
here before the last mortal remains of David Slusky. For he 
was more than a great man. He was a symbol of a remarkable 
era--in American and in Jewish life--now vanished. When one 
thinks of him, one is moved to recall the verse of Scripture 
from the Book of Genesis: "And there were giants upon the 
earth in those days." For such he was -- a giant upon 
earth, a great soul in the midst of his fellowmen. That is 
a lasting consolation in his passing. We have learned that 
greatness, those unusual qualities which distinguish some 
mortals from others, lives on far beyond mortal count of 
years. His spirit transcends that of ordinary human beings; 
he towers above his age. Our Bible tells us that long af
ter the generation of giants had disappeared those Israelit
es who were sent out to spy upon the Promised Land, still re
called the mighty men of yore. They cried out as we are 
wont to cry in the presence of David Slusky: "Compared to 
the giants, we were as grasshoppers in our own sight!" So, 
each of us in comparison with this great soul. Wherein lay 
his greatness? In his profound humility. Even in his later 
years he was proud of his humble origins. The fact that he 
came from another land and began his life's labors in meagre 
circumstances was a source of rejoicing to him. Never did 
he forget those friends that he knew in olden days; always 
did he greet them by their first name. Never did he hide 
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his less fortuitous beginnings; rather they were his glory. 
And in this humility he found the fundamentals of the true 
democratic spirit of the "every-man." Wherein lay his great
ness? In the goodness of his heart which made of him a cher
ished husband, beloved by his wife, his son and daughter, 
his granddaughters. It was this goodness of heart which en
deared him to a whole community , to fast friends and loyal 
co-workers. From this well-spring came forth his quiet bene
ficences, given wiuthout show, to the needy, to the orphan, 
to the deserving of all creeds and colors. Wherein lay his 
greatness? In his abiding spirit of reverence which guided 
him in the worship of the faith of his fathers, and enabled 
him to strengthen Judaism and the causes of Israel. It was 
his humble reverence which respected all faiths, and to re
spond to the needs of worshippers of other creeds was part 
of his religious fibre. Humility, vision, goodness and rever
ence--those combined with service of self to create in our 
midst a great giant of our age. We speak of him, now that 
he is no more, as Scripture did of a mighty ancient genera
tion: "And there were giants upon the earth in those days." 
Our people has a beautiful legend which once applied to the 
greatness of Moses. At one time the Roman government sent em
issaries to Mt. Nebo to locate the grave of Moses. They 
failed, however, in their mission, for those who stood on 
the top of the Mount thought they had seen the grave in the 
valley, while to those in the valley the grave appeared to 
be high atop the mountain. In this quaint way the Midrash 
expressed the uniqueness of Moses; that from whatever van
tage point one looked at Israel's great mentor, from the 
highest peaks of goodness and leadership to the lowly depths 
of humility and service, he was ever present. So, too, with 
David Slusky. From the mountain-tops and in the vallies, 
there he may be seen. In the manifold aspects of his great
ness the memory of him lives on in the hearts of all who 
were priviliged to know him as a giant of our generation." 

His wife, Bella Barr Slusky, died on September 19, 
1936. She was a member of one of the oldest families in the 
congregation and a loved member of the community. Upon her 
death, the Balla Barr Slusky Memorial Fund was established 
and it is still a vital part of the Temple fund raising acti
vities. 

As noted earlier, the records of the early years were 
lost in the flood of 1888. I do not know what happened to 
the records of years after 1888, but the minutes of the con
gregation cannot be located prior to the year 1943. How
ever, we have been able to piece together a good many of the 
activities of the congregation and who the officers and 
Rabbis of the congregation were during these years. There 
is a certain amount of conflicting evidence though, so some 
of the years we list may be wrong as they were listed one 
way in some records and another way in other records. 

The presidents of the congregation from 1902 until a
round 1925 were David Slusky, who became President in 1902 
arid served for several years, Jake Schneider, Abram Levy and 
Louis Scharff. 
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was the place that many of the youngsters learned the true 
meaning of Charity because the Religious School, through its 
charities, adopted a poor child of another nation and 
corresponded with this child and ~'.ept track of the child's 
progress. The Religious School also always took part in 
every charitable endeavor of the Temple and the Community in 
order to better c~rry out the purpose of "United For Worship 
and Charity." The student government of the Religious 
School installed by ''Rabbi & Ro" gave manu of the students 
their first insight into "Democrac~ in Action." 

During these Goldburg years, the Temple kindergarten, 
open to children of all religions, was considered the best 
in Augusta and always had a long W3iting list of children 
anxious to enroll. Man~ Temple members put their children 
on the waiting list as soon as the~ were born. 

With the Congregation growing b~ leaps and bounds, it 
was decided in 1964 that a new s3nctuary1 social hall, and 
kitchen were needed to keer up with the growth of the Congre
gation. It was decided to try and raise $150,000 for the 
construction of the new building and at a Congregational 
meeting held on December 20th, 1q64, the Congregation voted 
to begin raising funds for this new building which was not 
to exceed $250,000 in cost. 

During 1964, the Temrle Youth Group was formed and Mel
vin W~land became its President. Advisor to the Youth Group 
was Lenore Belisle. 

In 1965, Abe Friedman was made Building Fund Chairman 
tor the new Sanctuary and Bernard Siomowitz was named chair
man of the Building Committee. Thus these same two men 
would once again assume the roles the~ held earlier to build 
the first Walton Way Temple. I wonder if any other two peop
le in America oversaw the building of two Temples within fif
teen ~ears of each other or any other Rabbi served as Rabbi 
of the same Congregation in three different locations. 

At the 1965 annual meeting, Dr. Mort Wittenberg was re
elected President and the Vice Presidents were Clarence 
Cohen and Issac Jolles. The Secretary was Helen Darling and 
the treasurer was Stanley Rosenthal, who later resigned to 
move to another town and who was succeeded by David 
Wetherhorn. Other members of the Board were Gerald Loft, Hy 
Selwyn, Malcolm Estroff, Bernard Simowitz, Abe Friedman, 
Jack Wyland, Alfred Weiss, Harry Steine, Lenore Belisle and 
Leon Cole. Sara B. Dessauer was once again elected 
President of the Sisterhood. 

At the annual meeting, Lenore Belisle resigned from the 
Board as she and her family were moving to another town. She 
was presented a plaque which honored her for her work as a 
teacher in the religious school, advisor to the youth group, 
member of the choir, and member of the Temple Board. 

At this same Annual Meeting of the Congregation on May 
16, 1965, Bea Loft read the following poem in honor of Cecil 
Steine for her many years as Chairman of the Choir 
Committee: 
There's Puccini, Fellini, Stokowski and such; 
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in 1961 and Mrs. Charles <Lenore) Belisle was made Pres
ident of Sisterhood. 

Lenore Belisle, wife of a surgeon, had more energy that 
was put to good use than almost anyone that has ever come up
on the Augusta scen2. She was involved in a big way in near
ly every w~rthwhile activity in the Congregation and in the 
Communit~ at large. She sang in the Temple Choir, was a mem
ber of the faculty of the Religious School, was President of 
Sisterhood. and worked on nearly every major project of the 
Temple. She was also Director of the YMHA-JCC Day Camp and 
li•as. e>.ctive in many activities in ·the community. Both s.he 
and her husband, Charles, were taken from this life at early 
ages, but the contributions they made to this community live 
on. 

Harry Steine was re-elected President in 1962 and Mrs. 
M.H. Broudy became President of the Sist~rhood. 

In 1963, Dr. Morton Wittenberg became President of the 
Congregation, and his wife, Poots, was elected President of 
the Sisterhood. Other Board members were Lenore Belisle, 
Bernard Simowitz, Sara B. Dessauer, Helen Darling, Issac Jol
les, Gerald Loft, Hy Selwyn, Clarence Cohen and Jack Wyland. 

Mort and Boots 1-Jittenberq have been important men1bers 
of the Congregation. Jewish Community and Community at large 
since the~ arrived in Augusta in the early 1950's. Their 
contributions to the community have been tremendous. He has 
served as President of the YMHA. President of the Congrega
tion Children of Israel, Federation of Jewish Charities 
Chairman, President of the Federation, an original member of 
the 1953 Choir and a choir membe~ from 1953 until this writ
ing, a long time faculty member of the Religious School and 
in other capacities too numerous to mention. Both he and 
Boots have been constant visitors to Israel and they have 
been most charitable to all worthy causes in the community. 
Besides her activities in behalf of the Temple, Boots has 
been President of her Garden Club, and has been President of 
the· Women's Division of the Jewish Fe•dE·ration. In 1982~ she 
became the first Woman Chairman of the Federation Campaign 
and in the 1982-83 Llear, she is the first Woman to serve as 
President of the Jewish Federation. The contributions of 
this couple to the Community and the Temple are almost 
immeasurable. 

Mort Wittenberg was re-elected President in 1964 and He-
len Darling was elected Secretary and Stanleu Rosenthal be
came the Temple's new Treasurer. Other Board members were 
Jane Mothner, David Weatherhorn, Lenore Belisle, Bernard Sim
owitz, Sara B. Dessauer, Issac Jolles, Gerald Lott, Hy Sel
wyn, Clarence Cohen, J3ck Wyland, Harry Steine and Leon 
Cole. Sara B. Dessauer was the new President of Sisterhood. 

During the 1963-64 school year, there were 103 children 
enrolled the Temple Religious School and a faculty of 10 tea
chers working with Superintendant Rose Goldburg made the Re-
1 igious School one of the best in the country, and one that 
was eagerly attended by all the students. She demanded and 
received the best from her teachers. The Religious School 
not only taught the history and morals of Judaism, it also 
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As noted in the first chapter, the original Incorpora
tion of the Congregation too~ place in 1880 and the articles 
of incorporation were granted for a period of 20 years. As 
would happen on other occassions, no one remembered to renew 
the charter until 1905, but the charter was renewed at that 
time. The 1905 petition reads: 
STATE OF GEORGIA, CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
RICHMOND COUNTY. Petition for Renewal of Charter. 

To the Superior Court of said Count~: 
The petition of the Congregation Children of Israel, 

through its president, David Slusky, respectivelu shows: 
1. That said Congregation was originally incorporated by 
the Superior Court of said County by an order dated January 
16th, 1~80, that there have been no amemdments or changes 
whatever to said charter, and that said Congregation desires 
to renew its charter as set forth in the original act of in
corporation; that this petition for renewal has been authori
zed by proper corForate action, as will more fully appear by 
reference to the following certified abstract from the min
utes of said corporation at a regular meeting of the Congre
gation Children of Israel held at their place of worship on 
the 10th day of December, 1904: "Be it resolved that the 
President of this society be authorized to take such steps 
as may be necessary for a renewal of the Congregation's char-
ter." (Si']ned) E. Rubenstein 
Secretary, Congregation Children of Israel 
2. That the charter for said Congregation of Israel expired 
on the 16th day of Januaru, 1900, and now within the time a
l lowed by law said Congregation makes this their application 
for renewal. WHEREFORE, Your petitioners prays for order re
newing said charter as aforesaid, with the powers and previ
leges as set forth in the original act of incorporation, and 
such other powers and privileges as are incident to similar 
corporations under the laws of Georgia, said incorporations 
to be for the space of Twenty <20> years, with the privi
lege of renewal at the expiration of said period. 
David Slusky, President 
Saml. H. Myers Congregation Children of Israel 
Attorney for Petitioners. 
Filed in Office January 13 1905, Wm. D'A. Walker, Clerk 
GEORGIA IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF SAID COUNTY 
RICHMOND COUNTY APRIL TERM 1905 

The Congregation Children of Israel , through it5 Presi
dent, David Slusky, having filed in the office of the Clerk 
of the Superior Court of said County, its petition, seeking 
the renewal of its Charter, and having complied with all the 
requirements of the Law for such cases made and provided, 
and the Court being satisfied that said application is le~it
imately within the purview and intention of the Code, the 
same is hereby granted. And the said Copngregation Children 
of Israel, for and during a period of twenty years, with the 
privileges of renewal at the expiration of that time. And 
said Corporation is hereby closed with all the rights , priv
ileges, and immunities, and made subject to all the restric
tions and liabilities fixed by law. This 17th day of April 
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1905. 
Judge Superior 
GEORGIA 
RICHMOND COUNTY 

Henr~ C. Hammond 
Court A.C. 

Personally appeared before me an officer, duly authorized by 
law to admini5ter oaths, T.J. Sheron, who being first duly 
sworn, deppses and says: that he is the Manager of the Augu
st3 Herald, a newspaper printed, published, and having a gen
eral circulation in the City of .Augusta, said State and Coun
t~, and that the notice of the publication for incor~orati~n 

of the Congregation Children ~f Isr~el was duly publish:d in 
said newspaper on Jan. 13th, ~0th, k7th and Feb. 3rd, 1.05. 
T.J. Sheron 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 15th day of April, 
1905. Jno. Jay Cohen, N. PrCoGa. 
Filed i~ office April 17 1905. Wm. D'. Walker Clerk 

By 1927, the members of the Congregation would once ag
ain renew the charter that had expired in 1~25. 

After Rabbi Feuerlicht left the Congregation in 1902, 
the next Rabbi was Rabbi Cahan, who remained at Congregation 
Children of Israel for about two years and was very well 
liked by the members of the Congregation. He was succeeded 
by Rabbi Michnicht, who was very popular, but remained in 
Augusta for only a short period of time. He was succeeded 
by Rabbi G.H. Lowenstein, who remained for a couple of years 
and was also well thou~ht of by the members of the 
Congregation. The next Rabbi was Rabbi Dr. Leo Reich who 
served the Congregation as spiritual leader on more than one 
occassion. A 1927 Southern Israelite states: " The.next name 
we see in this list of Rabbis is that of Doc~or Reich, whom 
the congregation had the good fortune of having for a number 
of years. Doctor Reich did much for the congregation as ~ 

whole, as well as to make for the recognition of the Jew in 
the city as one of its prominent constituent parts. Doctor 
Reich mde many true friendships while in the city, and many 
regretted his departure so much that after he had been away 
from here for one year, he was made to return for one more 
year of service in this city." The Augusta Chronic~e of 
September 10, 1910, carried the following news article a~~ut 
Rabbi Reich: "RABBI LEO REICH ARRIVES IN CITY - WILL TAKE 
CHARGE OF SYNAGOGUE--WITH MRS. I. C. LEVY ON GREENE . 
STREET--IN AUGUSTA BEFORE. Rabbi Leo Reich, of the Telfa~r 
Street Synagogue, arrived in Augusta Thursday to assume hie 
new charge, and is at present with Mrs. I.e. Levy, on Greene 
Street. Rabbi Reich is a man of about 45 years of age. He 
was in charge of the Synagogue in Augusta 21 years ago, and 
was very pupular and well known here. For seven years he 
was in Atlanta, where he made hundreds of friends, and 
enjoyed, if possible, even more popularity than in Augusta. 
Besides being the leader of the Synagogue, Rabbi Reich will 
serve as a physician. He is a skilled and learned member of 
the profession and will be a great addition to the medical 
profession in Augusta. No services were held at the 
Synagogue last night, on account of the excessive heat of 
the preceeding days. It was decided to postpone the 
services until Friday night of next week." 

3~ 

other members of the Board of Trustees were Sidne~ Rosen, 
Harry Steine, Bernard A~oos, Lee Cole, Adrian Cohen, 2r., 
Albert Low, Abe Friedman1 and Bea Loft. The new President 
of the Sisterhood was Helen Darling. 

Bernard Simowitz, who served as President in 1954, 1955 
and 1956, is one of the Simowitz brothers referred to in the 
1939 newspaper article. He served on the Board ot Trustees 
for many years and served as Chairman of the Buildins 
Committee for the first and second buildings on Walton Wa~. 
He was responsible for the moving of the Corner Stone t~om 
Telfair Street to Walton Wa~ as well for numerous ma.Jar re
pairs to the physical facilities. Bern~ was for years ac
tive in all types of civic and charitable ende3, ·ors and for 
years s~rved as Bo~ Scout Chairman of Troop 18. He and his 
wife, Anne, have now retired to Boca Raton, Florida, but 
their son, Jon, has succeeded h1s Father as a member of the 
Board of Trustees. 

Mrs. Mose <Helen> Darlins has spent almost her entire 
life working for the betterment of Congregation Children of 
Israel. Daughter of the illustrious Lee Blum, she received 
her Religious Education at this Congregation and was confirm
ed in the Temple. For years she has been an important mem
ber of the Sisterhood, holding many offices in Sisterhood, 
and has been a long time member of the Poard of Trustees of 
the Congregation as well as the Secretary of the Board of 
Trustees, a position she has held for man~ year~. Her contri
butions to the betterment of the Congregation have been 
many. 

In 1957, Harr~ Steine once again became Pre~ident of 
the Congregation and Dr. Bernard Agoos was elected Vice Pres
ident, Rhoda Cohen returned as Secretary, and Albert Lowe 
was the new treasurer. Other Board members were Mose Slus
ky, Jane Mothner, Adrian Cohen, Sr., Steve Brody, Bern2rd 
Simowitz, Elmore Solomon and Blanche Selwyn. Mrs. Elmore 
<Elsie) Solomon became President of Sisterhood. 

Elmore and Elsie Solomon were active in the affairs of 
the Congregation for many years. He was a native of Charles
ton and she is a native Augustan. He was a member of the 
Board while still serving in the Navy during World War II. 
He served as a Board member for many years and she not only 
served as President of Si•sterhood but was also a member of 
the Religious School Faculty for many years and was active 
in all facets of Jewish life in Augusta. Since the untimely 
death of Elmore Solomon, Elsie has re-married and moved from 
Augusta. 

In 1958, Abe Friedman once again became President of 
the Congregation and Elsie Solomon remained as Sisterhood 
President. 

In 1959, Abe Friedman continued as President of the 
Congregation and Mrs.Irwin Bregman was President of Sis
terhood. 

The year 1960 saw Albert Lowe become President of the 
Congregation and Mrs. Irwin Bregman returned as President of 
Sisterhood. 

Harry Steine was once again elected President 
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Dan J. O'Conner, Clerk 
During 1955, the Congregation enrolled 16 new families 

to brin~ the total family membership to 142. A portion of 
this growth since the mid 1950's is due to the influx of 
sever.:~l ",Jew~ b•J Chr .. nce" into the Congregation. Rabbi 
Goldburs canverted many people to Judaism as have his suc
cessors. These "Jews by Choice" have made an immeasurable 
contribution to Congregation rh1ldren of Israel as well as 
to the entire Jewish Communit'J and to all of Judaism. The~ 
have been welcomed and made to feel at home by the members 
01· the CongrE:«:1ation who are -.Te11•1s·h b'J birth. The';;.i, in turn, 
have become faithful in their attendance at services and 
have become most ar+ive in the affairs of the Congregation. 

A story concerning "Jews b~1 Choice" that has made the 
rounds of the Congregation for uears is believed to be a 
true story. Sgt. James McNally, a faithful and active mem
ber of the Congregation, whose wife was President of Sister
hood and a member of the Religious School faculty, asked his 
Commanding Officer at ~ort Gordon if he could be excused ear
ly from duty one Friday afternoon in order to attend a Bar 
Mitzvah that was to take place that evening. The Commanding 
Officer thought it strange but certainly acceptable for Sgt. 
McNally to attend a Bar Mitzvah, so he asked the name of the 
boy who was to celebrate his Bar Mitzvah. When Sgt. McNally 
told his CO that the name of ~he Bar Mitzvah boy was Sween
ey, he was almost denied permission to leave duty early. As 
noted above, the Sweeneys and McNallys and untold others who 
have embraced Judaism and become such a part of this Congre
gation have contributed greatly to the growth and well being 
of Congregation Children of Israel. 

Starting in 1955, Sabbath morning services for children 
and others who wished to attend were held on a monthly basis 
in the Temple. These services, inagurated by Rabbi Gold
burg, were well attended by the children and a good many 
adults. 

On March 10, 1955, a testimonial dinner was held for 
the members of the choir who had added so much to the Servic
es of the Congregation. 

A testimonial for Rabbi Goldburg was also held to help 
celebrate his 25th Anniversary as a member of the Rabbinate 
and to celebrate his receiving an Honorary Doctors Degree 
from Hebrew Union College. He would henceforth be referred 
to as Dr. Goldburg by some, although he and Rose will always 
be affectionally referred to as "Rabbi and Ro." 

Bernard Simowitz was re-elected President in 1955 and 
the other three officers were also returned to office. The 
other members of the Board were Adrian Cohen, Sr., Elmore 
Solomon, Sidne~ Roen, Bernard Agoos, Harr~ Steine, Helen 
Darling, Mose Slusky, Abe Friedman, and Lee Cole. Mrs. Sid
ney Rattner became Sisterhood President and Steve Broudy was 
the new President of the Temple Brotherhood. 

In 1956, some major repairs were made to the Temple 
that included the installation of an air conditioning system 
for the first time and the enlargement of the social 
hall. The top four officers were once again re-elected in 
1956 and the 
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On the following Friday, an article in the Augusta Chro
nicle stated: "At the Temple of the Congregation Children 
of Israel on Telfair Street this evening,Dr. Leo Reich, the 
new pastor of the Temple will officiate at a service to init
iate a series of services to learn of the Sabbath days, fes
tivals and other church activities during the year. Dr. 
Reich will preach this evening a sermon based on the rela
tionship between Pastor and Congregation. It will be in the 
nature of a heart to heart talk of immediate interest to the 
mutual relationship between the congregation and their minis
ter. On the following Friday, Dr. Reich will deliver an 
address during the service to which the public will be cor
dially invited. The Rabbi has occupied the same pulpit 
about 15 years ago and had then established his reputation 
as a fine scholar and eloquent preacher. His return to the 
temple ~astorate brings a source of congratulation and pleas
ure to the members of the congregation as well as to the num
ber of his friends in the city. The service this evening 
takes place at 8:30 o'clock." Among other things, Dr. Reich 
certainly holds the distinction of being the only Rabbi who 
was also a physician and also seems to be the only person to 
have served as Rabbi of this pulpit twice. 

For several years after Rabbi Reich the congregation 
was without a R~bbi and lay people performed the duties of 
the Rabbi, leading services and even performing funeral 
rites. This continued until the arrival of Rabbi Israel J. 
Sarasohn in 1919. 

I have found it quite difficult to determine the total 
extent of the members participation in the Armed Forces dur
ing World War I, but we do know that Abraham Levy had follow
ed in the footsteps of his father, Colonel I. Clarence Levy, 
and had served as a Lt. Colonel in the Army during World War 
I and received many military honors. He had attended the 
South Carolina Military Academy and returned later to Augus
ta to enter into business with his father. He became a prom
inent attorney, and he married Fannye Kppple in 1899. They 
had four children. He was an extremely active member of the 
congregation, serving some years as President and many years 
as Secretary of the of the Congregation. He was born on May 
3, 1875 and died on March 14, 1937. 

It is known that several other members and future mem
bers of the Congregation served in the Armed Forces during 
World War I. Because I do not have a complete list, none of 
the names will be mentioned, but Congregation Children of Is
rael was well represented in this global conflict. 

The year 1919 brought with it the formation of the 
NFTS, the National Federation of Temploe Sisterhoods. The 
Hebrew Ladies Aid Society that had been formed in 1879 now 
became the Temple Sisterhood. Mrs. Simon Lesser had served 
ably at the helm of the Ladies Aid Society for much of its 
existence and the first President of the Sisterhood was Mrs. 
David Nachman, who would remain as President through 1922. 
The Sisterhood! has been the bulwark of the Congregation 
since its inception, funding the religious school, doing so 
much for the upkeep of the physical facilities of the 
Temple, raising money for so many outside charities and al
ways leading the way for the progr~ss of the Congregation. 
Without the 
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prodding of the Sisterhood and its members, the Temple would 
be no where near what it is today. It seems that the activi
ties of the Sisterhood go on year round and cover all the ac
tivities of the Congregation Children of Israel. As would 
be the case not only with the officers of the Temple, the of
ficers of thP Sisterhood have been well known not only for 
their actiyities in behalf of that fine organization but al
so for their efforts in so many things in Augusta. To part
ly describe the first President of the Sisterhood, I quote 
from a 1927 article in the Southern Israelite: "One of the 
best known Jewish women of this city is Mrs. Dave Nachman. 
She is known not only tor the work she has done along Jewish 
lines, and for her lovely home, but also for her activities 
in local civic clubs. Mrs. Nachman is the retiring Presi
dent of the City Federation of Clubs, the highest honor any 
woman, whether Jew or non Jew, can hold. She is also Presi
dent of the Woman's Club of the city and in this capacity 
has done much toward getting splendid speak~rs here in the 
city, as well as getting many other worthwhile amusements 
here, so that our cit~ might grow along educational lines. 
She was chosen from the entire state of Georgia to represent 
the state in the International Peace Conference, recently 
held in Washington, which is an honor in itself." 

The best description of the Sisterhood can be found in 
.:.rn article in the Southern Israelite of April 30, 1937, 
which stated: "The Sisterhood then is an organization com
posed of the u.1omE·n of the men of the congregation, in fact 
any woman with the fellowship of Israel can become a member 
of the Temple Sisterhood. In so doing each one assumes res
ponsibility tor the Synagogue to which she is attached. 
They are a supplementary organization upholding their men 
folk who can not spare the time in a busy life to supervise 
the many details of their congregations. Our temples today 
are rapidly approaching institutional proportions. It is 
not only a school, it is also a center for gatherings of 
youth and adults. It provides occasions for receptions, ban
quets, theatrical performances, recitals, debates and 
dances. The original function of the synagogue is in a mea
sure being revived in modern times. Those who have come un
der the influence of non-Jewish doctrine would convert it in
to a house of prayer. The synagogue has always been a commu
nity center, a schoolhouse. It has been used tor the social 
requirements of a Jewish community, since the Jewish relig
ion is a social religion. We do not believe in the salva
tion of the soul. We believe in social regeneration of man
kind. Therefore the community activities have been concen
trated in the synagogue and these are in a measure carried 
out by the Sisterhood. They attend to the externalities of 
the Synagogue as in the management of a home, so the Synago
gue Religious School, choir, the proper framing of services 
and manner of receiving new members and pupils, these de
tails of administration have been delegated to the Sis
terhood. The Temple Sisterhood of Congregation Children of 
Israel has been functioning several years in accordance with 
the outline and schedule presented." 
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poration filed in office F'ebqt.:1r'J :-::'.2, 1927, 
Witne55 m'J signature and the seal of said Court hereto 

.:1ffi>:ed a.t A!Justa, Gi:-:-o;'qia., tt•j.s: 1)ctober 7, 19S i+. 
Dan J. O'Conner1 Clerk 
F~E~3:JL_UT I 011 

1-.IHFF~EA(:.::., it ,::i,rpea;-":: +h~:1t the c::orr-,or~.tion has b::·'::OT1 func:- .. 
tionin3 in its corr~rate capacit'J in igncranc2 cf the c~rira
ticn cf iti:: c:h,:1·(ter \1.thic:h E··::rired on /\1:-oril 1:?, 1.9,+?, E~.nd 

said c::orporati0n desire<:: to revive and renew its charter. 
tlOl ... ,t THEREFOFE, BE IT RES(1Ll..'ED th::.'lt the PrE·~:id::.,n+_ of the 

Corporation is hereb'J authorized and directd to effect such 
renewal and revival of its charter, and to tako the necessa
r~ and prope~ steFS as b~ law provided in this stat5. 
GE;~, t<·'..1 I I~., RICHMOND U>UN1 y. 

1 1 the undersgined~ certif'J that I am Secretar~ of Con
grE•'Jc::<.tion ·~hildrcn uf I<:~·(del, and I furthEi" C:E'rtif'J th,,·. t the 
abcve 2nd foregoing is a true and correct copu of a Resolut
ion adopted b'J more than two-third5 (2/J) of the vote of the 
membership of the corporation at thE annual meeting of said 
corporation, held in Augusta, Geor3i2, on the 16th d2~ o~ 

Ma~1 1954 7 which 5aid meeting was dul~ called and resularl~ 
con::t i tut£;?d .. 

Given under m'J hand and the corrorate seal of the corpo
ration1 thi5 13th da~ of r)ctot.E·r, 19'::,+ . 

STATE ')F GE>:'RGili 
PI oir-rr::>ND courn Y 
IN PE: RE\' I 1/!\L.. AND RE-·· 
NEWAL OF CHARTER or 
Cr)!'-.IGRE:J:i/1 TI ON CH I LDPEl\I 
OF ISRAEL.. 

Rhoda G_ CohPn. Se~retaru 

I.:: >: h i t i t " E " 
IM THE ~;i_rpr:.PF>R (1')J_IPT r:,r~ 

PI >'.J-1! lr)t!D >:11..'IHY, CE 1)R(~ If; 

>)F'llFR .. 
Thf.:> fore']oing pEtiti1.::in ha·in] b~"-.?n prE·:=c.:nt1:2d thi::. da~, 

upon examination thereof, it aprears to the Court that the 
application is lesitimat~lu wit~in thE rur:iew and intention 
of the· 12.ws: of this St::ite., ;:.:q-~d that all rt=.> .. 1uiremen!:5 u·f 1::1u.1 
prerequisite to the revival, renewal 2nd amendment of the 
charter cf COt·IGRF 1~~:<'.\TIOtl CHIL .. DHEM OF ISFf~,E:L, ha"/0..., b!::?en full~ 

complied with, and it aFpearing that the charter of said cor
poration as renewsd, expired on April 12, 1947, and that the 
corpor2.tion has ccmtinuPd in OFeration .i.n i']norancE· of 5aid 
e>:piration of thE· chc:•fter., it is 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED 1~t·ID DE:CREED th;,\t the charter of s,:-,id 
corporation is hereby renewed and revived tor a period of 
thirt~ ·-five 135) ~E·ar~: from April L2, 1q47 to April L2, 
198::" 

IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED that all rights, powers, 
privile']es and immunities granted in said original charter, 
as amended, are continued in said corporation; that said 
corporation is also granted all of the rights, powers, 
privileges and immunities as are now al lowed similar 
corporations under the laws of this State. 

Granted in Open Court, this 19th da~ of October, 1G54. 
F. Frederick Kennedy, J.S.C.A.C. 

Filed in the Clerks Office this 19th Day of October,1954. 
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1. That on the 16th d:\Y of '-Tanuan.h 1880, your petitio
ner was incorporated by an Order of this Honorable Court, 
and said charter was renewed by the Superior Court of said 
Count':.J by a-.i order dated April 17, 1905, .:md said charter 
was again renewed by said Court b!J an order dated April 12, 
1927; that there have been no other amendments to said char
ter. 

2. That the charter of said corporation expired on Ap
ril 12, 1947, and since that time~ your petitionE.>r has con
tinued to function as a corporation, ignorant of said expira
tion. 

J. That ~our petitioner desires to have its charter re
vived and renewed, under the provisions of the Act of the 
General Assembly of Georgia, as codified as Section 22, of 
the Code of Georgia for 1933, as amended, which renewal and 
revival shall be for a period of thirty-five (35) years, 
commencing on the date of the expriation of its charter, to
wi t, April 12, l947. 

4. That there is hereto attached, marked E:-:hibit "A", 
and by reference made a part of this petition, a certified 
copoy of the original charter b!J the Superior Court of Rich
mond Count~, Georgia, with all amendments thereto. 

5. That there is hereto 2 ttached, marked Exhibit "B", 
and by reference made a part of this petition, a resolution 
adopted by more than a two - thirds vote of the membership of 
the corporation, ask~ng for a revival and renewal of its 
charter, as provided by law. 

WHEREFORE, petitioner pr3':.JS that the charter of said 
corporation be revived and renewed, and that all rights, pri
vileges and immunities of the original corporation be contin
ued in the corporation as so revived and renewed, and that 
all of the acts and doings of said corporation during the pe
riod between the expiration of the charter and the date of 
revival as prayed in this petition, be confirmed and declar
ed to be the acts and doings of said corporation, and that 
the charter of your petitioner be renewed and revived for a 
period of thirty-five (35) years, from the date of its expi
ration, to-wit, April 12, 1947, under the provisions of the 
corporations acts of 1938, of the General AssemblLl of Geor
gia, and all amendments thereto, and that petitioner be 
granted all rights, privileges and immunities as are now 
allowed similar corporations of this state. 

M. Harr!..! Steine 
Attorner for Petitioner 
STATE or:-· GEi)RGIA 
RI CHMOND COUtHY 

CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
by Bernard A. Simowitz, 
President 

>'.::L.ERh, S OFF I CE 
SUPERIOR COURT 

I, Dan J. O'Conner, Clerk of said Court, certify that 
the foregoin3 is a true copy of the application for incorpo
ration and order thereon of the Superior Court Judge in Re: 
Congregation CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, filed in office January 16, 
1880; and of the amendment to said incorporation filed in 
office Januar':.J 13, 1905; and of the amendment to said incor-,.-.. 

I..<.. 

From 1919 to 1921, the Rabbi of the Congregation was Ra
bbi Israel J. Sarasohn. He was the first Rabbi that the Con
gregaion had in several years and besides conducting servi
ces in a most able manner, his first order of business was 
to re-organize the sabbath school and to personally take on 
the teaching of the confirmation class. The following year 
he confirmed Dorothy Levy, Dorselle Sylvester, Gladys Moog, 
Alberta Caspery, Sara B. Simmons, Leopold Cohen, Adrian Coh
en, and Morton Nachman. Many in this class would later pla~ 
a most important role in the developement of the Congrega
tion. Because of ill health, Rabbi Sarasohn left after a 
short period and was admitted to a hospital for treatment. 
He later "became the Rabbi in Leavenworth, Kansas. 

Rabbi Sarasohn was succeeded in the pulpit by Rabbi H. 
Cert Strauss, who would remain on the pulpit of Congregation 
Children for seven years until 1927. Rabbi Strauss was not 
only an able Rabbi and teacher, but he was also well known 
and active in civic affairs in the entire community. He did 
much to make the Jews of Augusta recognized by their co-work
ers and associates. He was a Mason, and the president of 
the local council of Social Agencies. During his tenure, 
th~ Temple building was redecorated and many beautiful and 
lasting gifts were made to the Telfair Street building. 

The beautifully designed Menorah lights on either side 
of the alter were donated by Mr. Samuel H. Meyers in 1924. 
They were formally presented to the Temple the day after Mr. 
Meyers untimely and unexpected death. 

The iron railing up the center of the steps to the Tem
ple were given by the sons and daughters of Mrs. Louise Coh
en, so that their mother might still attend services and 
climb the steps altho she was in ill health. 

A new eternal light was placed before the ark as a gift 
of the mothers of the confirmation class of 1927, Estelle 
Lefkoff, Vera Shirnoff, and Elizabeth Shapiro. 

The beautiful candle lights all around the inside of 
the Temple were the gift of Mr. David Slusky when the Temple 
was redecorated in 1924. 

Mrs. William Weil presented the congregation with a 
lovely new alter flag as a token of love for her two nieces, 
Misses Elsie Lee and Helen Blum. 

Besides Mr. Slusky and the other presidents of the Con
gregation mentioned above, there were many men who also play
ed a prominent role in the affairs of the Temple as there 
were women in adddition to Mrs. Lesser and Mrs. Nachman dur
ing the first twenty or so years of the 20th Century. 

Louis Brooks was a native Augustan born in 1879. He 
attended t~e Augusta public schools and graduated from Colum
bia Law School and was admitted to the bar in 1897. He was 
active in the Temple and was t..be Secretary of the Standard 
Club. He was a member of the Odd Fellows. was a Mason and 
was the District ~ gf tt.e ~·ts of Pythias. He wasde
feated in ~ ·.~ry close race for the State Legislature in the 
~~of 1902. 

Samuel Myers, mentioned above for his gift to the 
Temple in 1924, Just as he passed away, had succeeded his 
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father in the firm of Marcus and Myers. When this business 
closed, he entered upon the study of law and in 1898 at the 
age of 38, he began what was to become a most lucrative prac
tice of law. He died in 1924. His wife was the former Nora 
Stern, daughter of Charles Stern, a prominent Athens mer
chant. She had a magnifican soprano voice and not only sang 
in the choir at the Temple, but she also sang in many church 
choirs around Augusta. She also took part in various comic 
operas, among them Precilla, Pinafore, and Pirates of Penzan
ce. She was described in a 1903 newspaper article as one of 
the most popular ladies of Augusta. 

David Nachman was the nephew of the the aforementioned 
Simon Lesser and came to Augusta from West Prussia before 
the turn of the century. He was in business with his uncle. 
His wife, the former Rose Herzog of Washington, D.C., whom 
he married in 1899, is mentioned above for all the work she 
did in the Sisterhood and other organizations. The Nachmans 
had a son and a daughter. 

Lewis J. Schaul was born in New York in 1868 and came 
to Augusta in 1891. He moved to Augusta from Savannah where 
he had previously been in business. He married Minnie Per-
1 inski, who was the daughter of one of Savannah's pioneer ci
tizens and a Confederate veteran of some prominence. He 
joined the congregation after arriving in Augusta and from 
1893 on for many years served as treasurer of Congregation 
Children of Israel. The Schauls had a son and a daughter 
and at least four grandchildren. In addition to being most 
active in the affairs of the congregation, he was very ac
tive in the civic and political affairs of the city of Augus
ta. He was one of the organizers of the Standard Club and 
was chairman of its executive committee. He was a member 
and president of the Eagles Club, the Masonic Club, the Shri
ners, a 32nd Degree member of Scottish Rites, member of the 
Knigthts of Pythias and the Odd Fellows. He was a founder of 
the Scottish Rite Supper Slub and the Shrine Supper Club. 
At one time he was one of the city's leading pawn brokers 
and later opened a jewelry business at the corner of 8th and 
~road Streets. He w&s very prominent in the political aff
airs of the city. When he died in 1939, the Augusta Chroni
cle said in part: "Mr. Schaul's last public office was a mem
ber of Augusta City Council serving as a member from the 
First Ward. In respect to his memory all city hall offices 
will be closed during the hours of 10 to 12 o'clock. •uncle 
Lou" as he was affectionately known to hundreds of friends 
took an active and leading part in the advancement of Augu
sta at all times. He was ready to serve on any committee at 
a moments notice when it meant something better for his 
city. He took an active part in city politics and for many 
years was considered one of the leaders in politics in Rich
mond County." 

Emil Rubenstein was the secretary of the congregation 
during the early part of the twentieth century. He w&& born 
in Richmond Virginia and then lived in Philadelphia and 
South Carolina before settling in Augusta. He married the 
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nance Committee of the Temple. 
In September of 1953, the Ark and Pulpit from the Tel

fair Street Temple were given to the Jewish Chapel at Fort 
Gordon, where they remain. 

At a meeting of the Board of Trustees on April 3rd, 19-
54, the importance of keeping historical information about 
the Temple was pointed out to the Board. As a result of 
this, the Constitution of the Congregation was amended to 
create a three man Historical Commission that would have the 
responsibility of retaining all documents of historical im
portance. Clarence Cohen must have been appointed as the en
tire three man commission, for his are the only records that 
seem to have been maintained. Had the records of the past 
been maintained for future generations, there is no doubt 
that the Temple would be even more advanced today than it is 
for a great deal could have been learned from the successful 
programs of those that ministered to the Congregation in the 
pas.t. 

On April 30, 1954, a testimonial affair was held in hon
or of Lee Blum on the occassion of his 75th Birthda~ and to 
give testimony to this fine man for all he had done for the 
Congregation and for the City of Augusta. 

The corner stone of the Telfair Street Temple was moved 
dOring 1954 to the Walton Way location. It was found that 
the papers that had been placed in the corner stone at the 
1869 dedication had all disintegrated. 

A Temple Brotherhood was once again formed and it re
mained active for several years. The President of the Bro
therhood was Jay Pearlstein. 

At the 1954 annual meeting, Bernard Simowitz was elect
ed President of the Congregation, Adrian Cohen Sr. was elect
ed Vice President, Rhoda Cohen was re-elected Secretar~, and 
Jay Pearlstein was the new Treasurer. Other Board members 
were Sidney Rosen, Bernard Agoos, Ernest Straussman, Alex 
Furst, Harry Steine, Mose Slusky, Abe Friedman, and Helen 
Darling. Mrs. Adrian (Leona) Cohen Sr. returned as Sister
hood Pres.ident. 

Leona Cohen was a mainstay of the Temple Sisterhood dur
ing her entire married life. She was many times President 
of this organization and was always working for the better
ment of the Sisterhood and the Temple. At the time of her 
death, she had served as many years as Chairman of the "Hap
py Day" fund and her poems in the Temple Bulletin about the 
donations to the "Happy Day" Fund made us all happier and 
made the funds grow. She brought happiness to all that knew 
her. 

On October 19, 1954, the Board of Trustees once again 
realized that the charter of the Congregation had expired 
much earlier and presented the following petition to the Su
perior Court: 
STATE OF GEORGIA 
RICHMOND COUNTY 
TO THE SUPERIOR COURT OF SAID COUNTY; 

The petition of CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, a reli
gious corporation, respectful! shows: 
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The choir wa5 received with such enthusiasm that at a 
meeting of the bbo3rd of Trustees on June 6, 1953, a motion 
was pa~sed to write a "thank you" note to each member of the 
choir. 

In Jul~ 1953, Harry Jacobs was engaged as Choir Direc
tor and served for fifteen years. Cecil Steine served about 
thirteen ~ears as Choir Chairman and was succeeded b~ Ellie 
Korn for one year. Bea Lott, an original member of the 
choir, then served as Choir Chairman for about five years. 
Ja~ Pearlstein, an original choir member, first sang the Kol 
Nidre ~ervice in 1954 and has been singing it ever since. 

The choir worked diligently, beginning rehearsals in 
earl~ July for the High Holy Days music, and practiced one 
night each week thereafter in order to develop their reperto
ire. They sang every Friday night and on special occasions 
ending with the confirmation service. Much credit and 
thanks are due these volunteers for giving so much of 
themselves to afford the Congregation with beautiful music. 

The volunteer group continued with some of its original 
members and man~ new members in the Seventies. Now the 
choi~ has become a volunteer and professional group which is 
funded in part by the "Friends of the Temple Choir." This 
is detailed in our section on the 1980's. 

Members of the original 1953 choir pictured at the end 
of this chapter were: Dr. Morton Wittenberg, Jay Pearl
stein, Edwin Epstein1 Dr. Nathan Frolkis, Mrs. Steve (Mag
gie) Brodie, MrE. Leon <Peggy) Simon, Jr., Mrs. Nathan (Syl
via) Frolkis, Mrs. Allen (Sara) Steinberg, Mrs. James <Eve
lyn) Glasser, Mrs. Sol <Mildred) Powell, Mrs. Gerald <Bea) 
Loft, and Mrs. Rebecca Osheroff. Also included in the pic
ture are Mrs. Harry (Cecil) Stein, Choir Chairman, Rabbi Nor
man Goldburg, and Mrs_ Bright !Marjorie> McConnell, who was 
the Temple or~anist for man~ years. 

Harry Steine was once again elected President of the 
Congregation at the June 1953 annual meeting and Rhoda Cohen 
was elected Secretary and Bernard Simowitz was electd Treasu
rer. Other Board members were Adrian Cohen, Sr., Sidney Ros
en, Earnest Straussman, Alex Furst, Leopold Mothner, Mose 
2lusky, Clarence Cohen, and Mrs. George Sellers. Mrs. 
Adrian Cohen Sr. was elecrted to serve as President of the 
Sisterhood. 

Harry Steine has probably served as a member of the 
Board of Trustees longer than any other person and has prob
ably served as President of the Congregation more times than 
any other person. He has been a member of the Board almost 
every year since he arrived in Augusta as a young attorney 
around 1937. He first served as President before 1940 and 
has been the President of the Congregation many times 
through the years. He and his wife Cecil, mentioned above 
tor her activities with the choir, have been and continue to 
be most active in all phases of Temple Activity. In addition 
to his activities in the Temple, Harry has also been a mem
ber of the City Council of Augusta many times, serving as 
one of the Council Men from the 8th Ward. He continues to 
serve on the Temple Board and today chairs the important Fi-
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former Mamie Shalowski and they had at least two daughters. 
The Rubensteins were well liked in the community and he was 
a successful business man. 

Jake Schneider was a president of the congregation dur
ing the early 1920's. He also served on the board of the 
congregation for many years and was charitable toward all 
Jewish causes. For many years he and his brother, C.H. 
Schneider, operated a department store in downtown Augusta. 
His wife, Harriett, was president of the Sisterhood from 19-
23 until 1925 and borh of them were active in many civic aff
airs. They have four children and one of their daughters, 
Heline Cohen, was President of the Sisterhood! at the time 
of the celebration of 100 years of Congregation Children of 
Israel in 1945. Their other children are Dr. Meyer Schnei
der, Sophye Lee Cohen, and Dee Dee Shapiro. 

Louis Scharff came to Augusta in 1907 and his namesake 
continues to be most active in the affairs of the Temple. 
Both he and his grandson of the same name ably served as 
President of the Congregation. He came to Augusta from 
Vicksburg, Mississippi and owned and operated one of the lar
gest meat packing plants in this section of the country. He 
served as president of the congregation on two separate occa
Esions, the last being in 1926 and 1927, and also founded 
and was the first preseident of the Temple Brotherhood, an 
organization that was active several times from the twenties 
through the fifties, but is no longer active today. He was 
an active member of the Kiwanis Club and several other civic 
organizations. 

Rabbi Cert Strauss left Augusta in 1927 and accepted 
the pulpit at Temple Gemiluth Khassodim in Alexandria, Louis
iana, where he was installed on September 16, 1927. He was 
succeeded by Rabbi Adolph Rosenberg, who had studied at HUC 
in Cincinatti and in Germany. Prior to coming to Augusta, 
he held pulpits in Lake Charles, Louisiana, Newburgh, N.Y., 
Texarkana, Texas, and Phoenix, Arizona. He remained in Augu
sta until 1929, and was was noted as a student in the true 
sense of the word while here. 

Isaac Simmons was the son-in-law of Sara Burns, and was 
a very active and prominent member of the congregation. Al
though he never held office in the temple, he lent his supp
ort in many ways. He owned a small clothing store on lower 
Broad Street and lived to a revy ripe age. One of his des
cendants, Sara Burns Dessauer, serves to this day as a long 
time member of the Temple Board, and she is a former presi
dent of the Sisterhood. Her late husband, Herman Dessauer, 
served as president of the congregation in the late 1930's. 
This author is greatly indebted to Sara B. Dessauer for all 
of her help and encouragement in compiling this book. She 
ably serves as chairman of the Temple Historical Committee 
and is working to preserve things of historical value to Con
gregation Children of Israel. If only more that came before 
her had done the same. 

Just prior to the time that I.H. Cohen was President of 
the Congregation, that office was held by C.H. <Charley) 
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Schneider, who is mentioned earlier as a brother and busi
ness associate of Jake Schneider. 

In 1925, Mrs. Benedict Goldberg became the President of 
the Sisterhood. She served as president for one year and in 
the 1930's became President again for three years. Mrs. 
Goldberg was another direct descendant of Issac Hendricks 
who would play a most important role in the affairs of the 
Temple. Her husband also served as Preident of the Congrega
tion during the 1930's and remained a member of the Board 
and an officer of the congregation for many years. When 
they moved from Augusta in 1950 a resolution was adopted de
scribing their efforts in behalf of the Congregation. This 
resolution is fully described in the chapter on the 1950's. 
Both Essie and Benedict Goldberg were regular attendants at 
services of the congregation. 

It has been mentioned before that the charter of the 
Congregation was renewed in 1905 for a period of twenty 
years. Just as had happened before, someone forgot to renew 
the charter in 1925, but they did get around to having it re
newed in 1927. The 1927 renewal read as follows: 
STATE OF GEROGIA 
COUNTY OF RICHMOND 
TO THE SUPERIOR COURT OF SAID COUNTY: 
THE petition of the Congregation Children of Israel, a reli
gious corporation, acting through its constituted officers, 
to-wit: Louis Scharff, President and Harry M. Cohen, Secre
tary, respectfully shows& 
1. THAT said corporation was originally incorporated by the 
Superior Court of said County, by an order dated January 16, 
1880, and said charter ws renewed by the Superior Court of 
said County, by anorder dated April 17, 1905, and that there 
has been no amendments or changes whatsoever to said charter 
as originally granted. 
2. THAT the charter of said Congregation expired on the 
17th day of April, 1925, and now within the time allowed by 
law, said Congregation makes this their application for a 
revival and a renewal of said charter, as set forth in the 
original act of incorporation. 
3. THIS petition for revival and renewal, has been duly au
thorized by proper corporate action, as will more fully app
ear by reference to the certified abstract of the minutes of 
said corporation hereto annexed marked, Exhibit "A" and made 
a part of this petition, as required by law. 
WHEREFORE petitioner prays for an order reviving and renew
ing said charter with all the powers and previlege, as set 
forth in the original act of incorporation, and such other 
powers, priviliges and immunities, as are now, or may here
after be allowed a corporation of similar character, under 
the laws of Georgia; and that said incorporation be for the 
space of twenty <20> years with privilege of renewal at expi
ration of said period. 

Abram Levy 
Mortimer M. Jasucky 
Attorneys for Petitioner 

CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
by Louis Scharff President 
By Harry M. Cohen Secretary 
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Congregation. No two people played a more important role in 
meeting these challenges than Rabbi Norman Goldburg and Abe 
Friedman. Many, many others also contributed greatly to the 
growth and enthusiasm of the Congregation and we will men
tion as many of them as possible on these pag e s. 

Abe Frideman had served as Chairman of the Building Co
mmittee and Harry Steinbe was Chairman of the Dedication Ser
vice for the events of November 16, 1951. 

The invocation of the Dedication Services was made by 
the Reverend J. Hambry Barton, pastor of the Trinity on the 
Hill Methodist Church, the Church that had served as "home" 
for the Congregation for the past six months. Greetings and 
prayers were also made by Rabbi Starrells of Temple Mickve 
Israel in Savannah and by Rabbi Glasner of the Temple and of 
the Hillel Foundation in Athens. The dedicatory address was 
made be Rabbi Sylvan Schwartzman, former Rabbi of 
Congregation Children of Israel and one who helped spearhead 
the building of the new building. 

Since leaving the old Opera House location on Greene 
Street and mo v ing into its first permanent home in 1869, the 
Congregation has had three sanctuaries, the Telfair Street 
location, the first Walton Way sanctuary dedicated as men
tioned abov e in 1951, and the present sanctuary ne x t to the 
or iginal Walt on Way building that was dedicated 17 years af
ter the original Walton Way building. Rabbi Goldburg served 
the congregation in two of the three locations. Very few Ra
bbis are blessed with the task of participating in two dedi
cations of new sanctuaries of the same Congregation. 

Thf:? horea n \,Jar th.:•.t started in .JL•n:::·, 1951, was once::<.·-· 
gain the cause o f many of the members of Congregation Chil
dren o f Israel ser v ing in the Armed Forces of our sreat coun-
tr~:1 . 

Abe Friedman was once again elected President of the 
Congregation at the 1952 anuual meeting and Board Members e
lected to serve with him were Rosina Benjamin, Lee Blum, 
Louis Pintchuck, I.D . Shapiro, Harry Steine, Benedict S. 
Goldberg, Heman Dessauer, Max Rubenstein, and Albert Lowe. 
Mrs .. Hyman S. (Blanche) Selw!.:ln was elected President of th•? 
Temple Sisterhood. 

As previously noted, music has been a vital part of the 
services of the Congregation. During the High Holy Days of 
1846, a mixed choir took part in those initial services and 
this tradition of music during the services continued until 
modern times, either in the form of a cantor, choir, or an 
organist. 

The music program trul~ became a vital part of the ser
vices durng the term of Rabbi Norman Goldburg. Thanks most-
1~ to his encouragement and to the efforts of Mrs. Harrs <Ce
cil) Steine as chairman, a volunteer choir of men and women 
ws organized in the latter part of 1952. Many members of 
the Congregation were contacted to participte, and those who 
accerpted gave freely of their time and energy with great en
thusiasm and devotion. The choir first participated in the 
Friday evening services in February, 1953, dressed in their 
choir robes. 
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the Trinit~ on the Hill Methodist Church extended an invita
tion for the Congregation to use this church until the Tem
ple was ready for use. An article in the August3 Herald by 
Edith Bell Love that told of Jews in Augusta taking part in 
the celebration of the 300th Anniversary of the arrival of 
the first Jews in America also included a short history of 
the Jews in Augusta and of Congregation Children of Israel. 
Concerning the use of the Trinity Methodist Church, it said, 
in p 3.rt: "Acc:c.rdingl~,:h the cJeu.iish Congre·'J<.""tion Children of 
Israel ~orshipped in the Christian Trinity Methodist Church 
for some six months. The church was turned over to the Jew
ish Congregation Friday sundown and returned for Christian 
se"f'···.:ic::(::•':: on SuncL""Y morninl.J" ThE-~ symbols of both religions: 
remained on the same altar during this entire period in a 
perfect example ot religious brotherhood." Thus was continu
ed the tyre of brotherhood and good relations with the en
tire ccmmunit~ that has blessed this congregation since its 
inc.eFtion. 

By this time, Rabbi Goldburg was not onl~ leading the 
Congregation to new growth because of more and improved reli
gious acti\:it:..h but he hc:•d also becrn;1f:~ the f;mbass:odor to the 
Communit~. He was sought as a speaker by man~ church groups 
and civic orsanizations, ~nd his hospital visits that contin
ue to thi~ day are unequalled by any minister in the city of 
August2. He ministers, not only to the sick people of the 
Jewish comunity, but to the hospital patients of all relig
ions, races and creeds. He has helped untold thous3nds of 
peoFle to better bear the burdens of sickness and death. Ve
ry often patients of other religions would ask for Rabbi 
Goldburg to aid them and their families through their cris
is" Thus continues the sririt of Brotherhood in the city of 
August3. 

At th~ 19S1 annual meeting, Abe Friedman was once again 
elected President of the Congregation. Thus would this man 
who has been so important to Congregation Children of Israel 
be at the helm of the Congregation at one of its most impor
tant events, just as he had been at the held during the cele
bration of the 100th Anniversary. Another former President, 
Mose Slusky, was elected Vice President for this most import
ant year, and Bernard Simowitz wa5 elected Secretary and Max 
Rubenstein was electd Treasurer. Other Board members were 
Edwin Epstein, Isadore Itzkow, Leopold Mothner, Sidney Ros
en, Jane Mothner, Alex Furst, Anne Furst, Rosina Benjamin, 
and Albert Rosenthal. The Sisterhood President was once 
3gain Mrs. Alex (Anne) Furst. 

On Onvember 16, 1951, the long awaited dedication of 
the Walton Way Temple Center took place. The seeds that had 
been planted during the Centenial Year and nourished so hard 
du~ing the past six years would at last bear fruit. The 
Congregation ws now in its new home and would grow to even 
bigser hei~hts during the second half of the Twentieth Centu
r~. It would remain "United for Worship and Charity" as its 
members met the challen~es of the second half of the this 
century. No matter the Fitfalls, the members of the Congre
gation would rise to meet the challenges that confronted the 
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R E S 0 L U T I 0 N : 
WHEREAS, the Congregation Children of Israel was duly incor
porated on the 16th day of January 1880, in the Superior 
Court, Richmond County, Georgia; and 
WHEREAS, said charter was renewed by the Superior Court of 
Richmond County on the 17th day of April 1905; and 
WHEREAS, it is the desire of said Congregation to secure a 
revival and a renewal of said charter. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the said Congregation 
Children of Israel do petition the Superior Court of Rich
mond County, Georgia, seeking a revival and a renewal of its 
charter. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the President and Secretary be, 
and they are hereby authorized and directed to have appropri
ate proceedings brought for the purpose of carrying out the 
intention of this resolution, and make immediate application 
to the Superior Court, Richmond County, Georgia for a reviv
al and a renewal of the charter of the Congregation Children 
of Israel in the manner provided by law. 
I, Harry Cohen, do hereby certify that I am the duly elected 
and acting Secretary of the Congregation of Israel, and that 
the foregoing is a true and exact copy of a resolution unani
mously passed at a meeting of the Congregation Children of 
Israel, held at the Temple of said Congregation on the 20 
day of February, 1927, at which meeting a quorum was pre
sent, as shown on the minutes of said Congregation. 
Witness my official hand and the seal of said corporation, 
~his 20th day of February, 1927. 

Harry M. Cohen 
(Corporate Seal) Secretary 

<E>:hibit •A•> 
Filed in office this 22 day of February 
Geo B. Pournelle Deputy Clerk 
AFFIDAVIT OF PUP.LI CATION 

1927. 

ATTORNEY OR AGENCY 
BUSINESS 

Abram Levy & M.M. Jarecky 
Attorney 

STATE OF GEORGIA 
RICHMOND COUNTY 
Personally appeared, Thos. N. Hardin who being duly sworn 
says that he is the Secty of THE AUGUSTA CHRONICLE, a daily 
newspaper published in Augusta, in aAid State and County, 
and that the advertisement Congr•g•tion Children of Israel 
duly appeared in said newapap•r on the following dates to 
wit• Feb 24, Mch 3-10-17 1927 

Tho• N. Hardin 
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 12 day of April 1927 
A.M. Leroy Notary Public, Richmond County, Georgia. 
<Notorial Seal - A.M. Leroy) <Newap&per Notice attached> 
STATE OF GEORGIA 1 IN THE SUPERIOR COURT RICHMOND 
COUNTY OF RICHMOND 1 COUNTY, GEORGIA MARCH TENTH,1927 
IN THE MATTER OF Tt£ INCORPORATION& JUDGEMENT GRANTING 
OF THE CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF 1 CHARTER 
ISRAEL I 

THE CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, a religious corporat
ion acting through its conat1~ut•d Officera; to wit: Louis 
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Scharff, President and Harry Cohen, S.ecretary, having filed 
in the office of the clerk of the Superior Court, Richmond 
County, Georgia its petition seeking the revival and renewal 
of its Charter, and said petition coming on for a hearing, 
and it appearing that the same has been published as requir
ed by Law, and having complied with all the requirements of 
law in such cases made and provided , and the Court being 
satisfied with said application is legitimately within the 
purview and intention of the Code of Georgia. 
IT IS CONSIDERED, ORDERED AND ADJUDGED: That the prayer of 
said petition be and the same is hereby granted, and the 
said petitioners, their associates and successors are hereby 
incorporated under the name and style of the CONGREGATION 
CHILDREN OF ISRAEL, for a period of twenty <20) years from 
this date, and with privilege of renewal at the end of said 
time; and said corporation is hereby clothed with all the 
rights, privileges and immunities, and made subject to all 
the restrictions and liability fixed by Law. 
LET this Juegment be filed and recorded in this Court, and 
the same is hereby declared, along with said petition, by a 
certified copy thereof, to be evidence of said incorporation 
and its Charter. 
Done in open court,. this 12 day of April 1927. 

A.L. Franklin 
Judge, Superior Court, Richmond Co. Ga. 

Mrs. Strauss served as President of the Temple Sister
hood during the year 1926 and she was succeeded by Mrs. Char
les Sylvester who served as President in 1927 and 1928. Per
haps because of the depression that started in 1929 the Sis
terhood either didn't have a president again until 1933 or 
else they did not record who held the office of President 
during those years. I have not been able to locate any rec
ords of the Sisterhood for those years. 

Rabbi Rosenberg remained as Rabbi of the Congregation 
until 1929 and was replaced by Rabbi Nathan E. Barasch who 
remained until the summer of 1930. Rabbi Barasch died in Ba
yonne, N.J. in 1959. 

In 1930, the pulpit was assumed by Dr. Joseph Leiser, 
whose popularity kept him in the pulpit until 1939. Dr. Lei
ser was a man of many talents who was well known and extreme
ly active in many activities in both the Jewish and general 
community. A native of Canadaigua, New York, he received 
his Rabinnical training at the University of Chicago and at 
the Hebrew Union College in Cincinatti. He was a keen stu
dent of Biblical and rabinnical literature, and ws well ver
sed in th~ classics and philosophy as well as history and ec
onomics. Dr. Leiser was an author of some renown. His 
works included a book entitled "Before Dawn,• a book of po
ems that included •ode to the Day of AtonementH and "The Lus
tigs, • a story for children. He wrote a number of plays, in
cluding •come and Take Me,H a comedy produced by the Little 
Theatre, Rittenhouse Square, Philadelphia, and several other 
plays entitled "Whose Ox is Gored,• "Martyr Complex," Some 
Day,• "As Father, So Son," and "Through all Ages.• He also 
wrote seveal one act plays for children and they were cata-
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Schwartzman should be continued; and Adult Classes and study 
groups should be immediately set up. Nearly all of these 
suggestions wsre followed and this set the busy pace of acti
vities of the Temple that would continue for ~ears to come. 

At the annual meeting on Ma!:J :28, 19~:,0, t\le~·: Furs.twas 
re-elected President of the Congregation and Edwin Epstein 
cDn ti nu~?d as ~3ec:ret ary. Board members werE· Mrs. A 1 e>: Furst~ 

!-1::.~rr'J '.3teir;r.~, Le•? Blum, Adrian Coh(;:>n, Mose ~?lus:k!:J, I.D. ':::ihc1-
piro. Abe Friedman, Elmore Solomon, ?idne~ Rusen, Rosina Pen
.J~m1n, and Jane Mothner. Jane Mothney became President of 
thE' '.::io::ter·hood I'~ l!..1;:-.5 repor·ted th2t there i_:.:ere ncu.1 107 farr,i·
ly memLers in the Congregation. 

The following resolution was also passej at th~ 1GS0 an
nu,;;i.J 1r;s·eU.nr.3~ 1,JJ-!Em_;,s, Eenedict Goldber·=i has been c.;:::::oci::.'lt-
ed with Congregation Children of Israel for a pEriod of for
t~-thrse ~ears 1 as a member, trustee and president and WHERE
A3, dur1ns that time, he has been a faithful congregant and 
a zealous and indefatigable worker for the W9lfare of the 
Temrle, and WHEREAS, in ever~ position of trust and a respon
s1bi l ity to which he has been appointed or elected, he has 
discharged his obligations with singular devotion and sin
cerity and WHEREAS, he and his beloved wife, Essie Lee Gold
ber'], ha'le set c:<. splendid e;:amFde for thE· ':::·r,tire membership 
of the Temple by their regular attendance at ::ervices, and 
WHEREAS, the said Benedict Goldberg and Essie Lev'.::) Goldberg 
are leaving this community and Congregation to which the~ 

have endeared themselves. NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, 
that an honorer~ life membership in the Con~re~3tion Child
ren of Israel be conferred upon Benedict Goldberg and Essie 
Lee Goldberg, and PE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, thet a cop~ of 
this Resolution be spread upon the minutes cf the Congre32-
tion Children of Israel and cop!:J of said PEsolution be s~nt 
to the s2id Benedict Goldberg and Essie LeE Goldberg. GEOR
GIA, RICHMt)ND COUtlTY I, Edl!..1in Ers.tE2ir11 Sec1ri:;:. -f:3r•J of thE t.::on
qregation Children of Israel, certif~ that ths 2b0ve and 
foregoing is a true and correct copy o'I' 2. R&2so l 1_it i. cm 1 .• 1.1h i ch 
ws unanimous!~ adopted at the annual meeting of t~e members 
of the Congregation Children of Israel on Sunda~, Ma~ 281 19-
50, which !J..1as dul'.J cc:i.lled and regularly con:::titutecl.. HI 1-IIT .. ·
NESS WHEREOF, I Have hereunto set my hand and rny official 
seal, this 1=:t day of June, 1950. (Sigm2d' Ec!: . .:.•in S. EF·
stein, Jr. , Secretary, Congregation Children of Israel .. 
Essie Levy Goldberg would return to Augcsta as a widow and 
live to be one of it's oldest members, thus continuEing the 
direct link from Augusta's first Jewish citizen, Isaac Hen
dricks. 

On June 14, 1950, the long awaited ground breaking tor 
the Walton Way Temple was held. It would be eighteen more 
busy months on the part of the Congregation before the dedi
cation of the new Temple. 

By the end of 1950 or early in 1951, it was necessar~ 
to vacate the premesis of the Telfair Street S~nagogue 35 

the building had been sold. However, the new Walton Wa~ Tem
ple would not be ready for occupancy for another siY months. 
Noting the dilemma of the Temrle members, the members of the 
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refuse to return for another session, under existini 
conditions. The teachers and parents find it impossible to 
stimulate interest in the children, because of the lack of 
privacy in the classrooms. Therefore, regardless of 
obstacles, we urge and demand definite action toward 
building a new Sabbath school. If the present plans cannot 
be used, we insist that new plans be immediately drawn up 
for a Sabbath School building on the lot we now -own; and 
that ground be broken at once so that the new building will 
be readu for use in the Fall, in time for the re-opening of 
the Sabbath School. We expect immediate consideration on 
this matter, and an answer to this letter so that we may 
meet with you before the Congregational meeting, in order 
that a definite plan of action may be presented to the 
Congregation at its annual meeting this month." The letter 
was signed by Ann S. Furst, Elsie T. Solomon, Miriam Katz, 
Theresa S. Rosenthal, Rosina P. Benjamin, who was chairman 
of the Emergency Committee, Dorothy S. Nachman, as President 
of Sisterhood, Jane Mothner, Vice President of Sisterhood, 
and Helen B. Darling, Correspoonding Secretary of 
Sisterhood. It would be another 13 months before the 
groundbreaking could occur. 

In September of 1949, Rabbi Norman Goldburg and his 
wife Rose <Rabbi & Ro) arrived in Augusta with their two 
children. Although small in stature, Rabbi Goldburg has be
come the fourth of our four "giants" of the Twentieth Centu
ry. He served wonderfully as Rabbi of the Congregation unt
il June of 1968 and today is a most active Rabbi Emeritus of 
Congregation Children of Israel. He and Rose made things 
happen from the very first day they arrived in Augusta. He 
served as Rabbi for nearly twice as long as any other single 
Rabbi in the history of the Congregation. And if anyone ev
er needed a description of what a perfect "Rebbitzen" is, 
they need look no further than Rose Goldburg. Rabbi Goldburg 
ll!as born and raised in G!L1incy, Illinois and came to Augusta 
from a Congregation in California. His brother, Dr. Ariel 
L. Goldburg, was Rabbi of Temple Beth Ahabah in Richmond, 
Virginia, and probably served there as long as Norman Gold
burg has in Augusta. Very few Rabbis can confirm a child and 
then twenty years later confirm that child's child. Very 
few Rabbi's could marry a couple and then Bar Mitzvah that 
couple's child. Rabbi Goldburg did this on many an occas
sion. Eut longevity has not been his only strength. Rabbi 
Goldburg not only was the inspiritional spiritual leader of 
the Congregation, he was also the ambassador to the communi
ty. Very few people in the entire Central Savannah River Ar
e3 have not been touched by Rabbi Goldburg in some way. 

At his very first Board Meeting in 1949, Rabbi Goldburg 
made the following suggestions to the Board of Trustees: A 
drive for new members should be held; Non board members 
should be asked to serve with Board members on Committees; A 
ne~ Sunday school should be set up with Rose as superinten
dant; The confirmation class should meet on Saturdays at 
the Rabbi's home; Monthl~ children's services should be held 
on Saturday mornings; Regular forums as started by Rabbi 
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logued by the Jewish non royalty plays and pageants of the 
National Play Bureau, Federal Theater Project. Many of his 
poems and articles appeared in the Anglo Jewish papers and 
other periodicals, as well as among the songs in the Union 
Hymnal and poems in the Anthology of Jewish Verse. One of 
them waa1 •IN ANCIENT DAYS THE LEVITES HYMNEDN 
In ancient days the Levites hymned 
With hearts athrob and touched with awe, 
They freely lent their glad acclaim 
For all the marvels that they saw. 
Unfolded for them everywhere, 
In valley and on every hill 
By Him who held them as His own 
If they but carry out His will. 
Thus hymed the choir in ancient days 
Whose songs recited what they felt, 
As they praised God who formed the World 
And all who in His Temple knelt. 
But now their words are clothed in sound 
And trimmed with verbal furbelows. 
The soul that dwells within the psalm 
Is pallid as a withered rose: 
A tune to entertain and please 
Aa if it had no inner fire 
Despite the mockery of those 
Who chant its magic Just for hire. 

In addition to the usual Rabbinical organizations, 
while in Augusta, Dr. Leiser was a Rotarian, an honorary 
member of the Augusta Central Labor Union, a member of the 
Hephzibah Agricultural Society, and of B'nai B'rith. He was 
in constant demand to address various organizations in 
Augusta and the surrounding areas. For over five years he 
had a weekly radio program broadcast of station WRDW. Dr. 
Leiser died in Augusta in 1939. 

Helen Blum, who is today Helen Darling, a long time 
board member and secretary of the Congregation, was a member 
of Dr. Leiser's confirmation class in 1931. 

Mrs. Benedict <Essie> Goldberg once again became Presi
dent of the Sisterhood in 1933 and held that office through 
the year 1935. 

I.H. <Issac Harris> Cohen succeeded C.H. Schneider as 
President of the Congregation. Mr. Cohen, founder of the 
I.H. Cohen Insurance Agency, forerunner of the present Cohen
Walker Agency, was born in 1874 and in 1901 married Adeline 
Brady Levy, a daughter of I. Clarence Levy and another dir
ect descendant of Isaac Hendricks. Adeline Brady Levy Cohen 
was born on May 9, 1877 and died on that same date in 1934. 
I.H. Cohen died on April 16, 1938. The children of the I.H. 
Cohens were Clarence Cohen, Sr., to whom this book was dedi
cated, Leopold I. Cohen, married to a daughter of Jake 
Schneider who became a most important member of the Sister
hood, and Adrian Cohen, Sr. who would serve the congregation 
as Preaident and was an officer and Board member for many 
years. He continues to this date to be a most active member 
of the Congregation. Adrian Cohen Sr. succeeded his fa-
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ther as President of the congregation and after serving as 
President continued to be a board member for many years and 
served as an officer of the congregation many times •. Mr. Co
hen was born in 1905 and married his wife Leona in 1927. He 
followed his father in the I.H. Cohen agency until his re
tirement. Their son is Adrian Cohen Jr. and they have sever
al grand children. Leona Cohen was President of the Sister
hood for the first time in 1936 and she also was president 
again during the 1950's. She also chaired the "Happy Day 
Fund• until her death in 1973. Adrian Cohen Sr. is today 
married to Sophye Lee Cohen, another daughter of Jake and 
Hariett Schneider. 

In the midst of the depression, it was still obvious to 
the Jewish community of Augusta that a Jewish Community Cen
ter was a necessary thing for the betterment of the communi
ty and from this idea the Y.M.H.A. was born. The Y that was 
born in 1935 has evolved into our present day Jewish Communi
ty Center. Many members of the Temple played a prominent 
role in the formation of the Y.M.H.A. and have continued to 
play important roles in its activities until this day. The 
story of the formation of the Y and the roles played by Tem
ple members is best told from an article in the Southern Is
raelite on April 30, 1937, which I partly quote here: "What
ever is invented comes in response to a need, " Rabbi Joseph 
Leiser once said. This statement is a striking parallel to 
need and urgency that motivated Augusta's community to build 
in 1935 the present structure and facilities of the Young 
Mens's Hebrew Association. Located at 1234-36-38 Greene 
Street, the Y.M.H.A. of Augusta stands as a tribute to the 
unceasing efforts of the citizens of Augusta. A social cen
ter for the various activities sponsored by Augusta groups, 
the Y.M.H.A. fulfills the need for a common meeting place. 
During the years previous to 1935, youth of Augusta found 
that no hall or synagogue class room, no private residence, 
no empty store could seat an audience assembled for lectures 
or on business affecting the welfare of the community, nor 
was there a dining room of sufficient seating capacity to 
serve a banquet according to the dietary laws yet rigorously 
observed by many. There were also the lodges, literary soci
eties, sisterhoods and various auxiliary groups which were 
forced to select meeting places unsatisfactory for their pur
poses. This was the situation prior to the erection of the 
present building. It was obvious that the community requir
ed quarters to exercise their group activities. Several 
attempts had been previously launched by ambitious young men 
to start a young men's organization. There had been a few 
lamentable failures. Yet despite the discouraging ventures 
in former years, a group of young business and professional 
men called a mass meeting at temple Adath Yeshuron on Ellis 
Stret, in November 1934, and announced that they were in a 
position to underwrite an initial drive of $5000 for a build
ing on a piece of land acquired by the organization in for
mer years, the parcel of land now occupied by the associa
tion. Out of this meeting eventuated the present structure. 
A drive was started to raise funds and the city of Augusta 
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RABE.I ~' FW 
19.t+9-1968 

At a Board of Trustees meeting held on Ma~ 18, 1948, it 
was decided to begin a new dri v e immediatel~ to raise funds 
for the Walton Wau Building_ The new building was to cost 
$10000~.00 and a mortgage of no mo~e than $25000.00 was to 
te secur ed. 

At the 1948 annual meetins in June, Murra~ Silverman 
was re-elected President and the other officers elected were 
Albert Ro5enthal, Vice-President; Eduin Epstein, Secreter~; 
and Har r y Stei n e, Trea surer. Other Board members were Is2-
a1 ~1 ... · , ., 1· t · ~ ... ~ .•• , L eo1· c i· rr n T r· 1 ,~ ... L · ,.- 1 \...• "- . _ ..... t .. c_.,., _ ; ~· 10 , '"'r " , ~ arE•nce •,_.011en, ewi: iw asse1'· 1 

Lee Blum, Benedict Goldberg, Sidne~ Rosen, Mose Slusky, Abe 
Fri e dman, and Rhoda Cohen. Rhoda Cohen was elected to ser ve 
another year as President of Sisterhood. 

Th e re were 98 family members of the Conaregation in 
June, 1948. 

On October 31 1 19'+8, the Board of Trustees. '/oted to pur ····· 
chase a Torah to b e :ent to a struggling European Congrega
tion whose every possession was destroyed during the Na~i 
Holacoust . It is ironic that this Torah was bought and sent 
to Europe in 1948 and years later, in April of 1973, the Con
gregation would dedicate and re-consecrate a Torah that had 
sur v i v ed the Nazi onslaught and even though it :till bore 
the marks of a n attempted burning, it was restor ed and 
brought to Congregation Children of Israel by the members of 
the Congreg ::i tion . 

One Bo a rd member not previous!~ mentioned is Sidne~ Ros
en. This New York native moved to Augusta afte r lh e first 
World War and besides being 3 long time Board Member of the 
Temple was extreme!~ a cti v e in USO-JWB activitie: from the 
beginning of ~lorld War II until after the Korean War . His re
cords of the J e wish USO activities were extensi v e . He lived 
un ti 1 l 982 , 

In Jun e of 1948, Rabbi Buchler departed for his new pul
pit . He would return as a speaker at the Dedication Servic
es of the Second Walton Wa~ building. Alex Furst was elect
ed President of the Congregation in June, 1948, and Ed Ep
st e i n wa s re-ele c ted as Secretar~. Other Board members were 
Rosina Pe njamin, Anne Furst, Mrs. LeoFold Mothner, Abe Fried
man, Louis Pintchuck, Mose Slusky, Sidney Rosen, Elmore Solo
mon, Lee Blum, Isadore Itzkow, LeoFold Mothner, and Harr~ 
Steine. Mrs. Her bert Nachman was elected President of the 
Si ::terhood .. 

Py May of 1949, the frustrations of not getting started 
as yet on the new Temple Center began to get the best of the 
Sisterhood members. On May 17, 1949, several members of the 
Sisterhood directed the following letter to the Board of 
Turstees: "At a meeting of the Emergency Committee 
appointed at a recent Sisterhood meeting, it was decided to 
demand an immediate course of action on your part as well as 
ours, on the matter of building a new Sabbath school at 
one~. We are all aware of the depolorable condition of the 
facilities of the Sabbath School , which are not conducive 
to study, and we understand that the teachers 
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1945 Board of Tru st0c~ Abe FI' i edma n 

Lee Blum .Jbb, ~)'I 'vun D. Sc h1-va r tzma n 

at large responded generously. Fully one half of the origin
al donations for the building were contributed by the men 
and women of Augusta, thus attesting to their good faith and 
fellowship in the endeavor of the officers of the Y. M.H.A. 
to establis.h a community building. On April 12, 1935, the 
present building was open to the public. To David Slusky, 
honorary chairman of the building committee and board of di
rectors and a valiant champion of the enterprise, was given 
the privilege of opening the doors of the present edifice. 
A large crowd was at hand for the opening exercises . Mayor 
Richard Allen and many other civic officials were on the pro
gram which which was followed by a reception tendered by the 
women's organizations. On the following Sunday a second pub
lic gathering was held in which the detaialed work and pro
grams to be carried out were outlined. The men who have been 
keenly alive to the necessity of erecting a building in 
which the communal affairs of the city may be properly trans
acted have been identified with the movement from its beginn 
ing. Without the staunch support of David Slusky, and his 
son, Moses, Lee Blum, James Sawilowsky, Herman Schmerling , 
Mrs. Schmerling, Kalman Sawilowsky, Hill Silver, Harry Shap
iro, Murray Schulman, Samuel Goldberg, Sam W. Simowitz, Ber
nard Simowitz, Dr. Bernard Agoos, Max Tunkle, Nathan Jolles, 
Harry Wilensky, and Rabbi Leiser, the building might not 
have become a reality." <The majority of the people mention 
ed above were members of Congregation Children of Israel) 
The article goes on to tell of the many activities of the 
"Y" theatrical performances, lectures by important speakers, 
and the e>:cellent athletic program. It then s.tates, "The 
present officers and directors are : Mr. David Slusky, hono
rary chairman; Mr. Nathan Jolles, president; Mr. Lee Plum, 
1st Vice President; Mr. Sam Goldberg, 2nd Vice President; 
Mr. Abe Fogel, treasurer; Mr. Louis Ehrlich, financial sec re
tary; Mr. Murray Schulman, executive secretary. Board of Di
rectors for year 1937-38: Mr. James Sawilowsky, Mr. Herman 
Schmerling, Mr. Hill Silver, Mr. Harry Shapiro, Dr. Ber nard 
Agoos, Mr. Sam Simowitz, Mr. Bernard Simowitz, Mr. Har r y S im 
owitz, Mrs. A.K. Steinberg, Mrs. Harry Wilensky, Mrs. Sam 
Sil~er, Mr . Mose Slusky, Mr. Adrian Cohen, Mr. Frank Gold
berg, and Mr. Max Tunkle." A majority of the above group 
were Temple Members. During the Second World War, in addit
ion to serving as a YMHA building, the Greene Street build
ing was also used as a Jewish USO and thousands of Jewish 
troops stationed at then Camp Gordon used these facilities . 
In the early 1950's, Temple members Max Estroff and I.D. Sha
piro spearheaded the acquisition of and move to the Sibley 
Road property that is the present home of the Y.M.H.A.-Jew
ish Community Center. 

The aformentioned Benedict Goldberg succeeded Adrian Co
hen Sr. as President of the Congregation. During the year 
1936 and 1937, the officers of the congregation were Mose 
Slusky, President; William Wallace, Vice President; Harry M. 
Cohen, Secretary; and Lee Blum, Treasurer. Board members 
were Adrian Cohen, Sr., Louis Glasser, Herman Dessauer, C.H. 
Schneider, B.S. Goldberg, R.A. Kunnes, David Slusky and 
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Morton Nachman. Mose Slusky, son of David Slusky, whom we 
mentioned earlier as having been referred to as a "~anly lit
tle American" by London newspapers when he and his parents 
visited England around the turn of the century, was most ac
tive in Temple affairs and most worthy causes in Augusta. 
Born in Augusta, he spent his entire life here except for 
the four years he spent at the University of Georgia prior 
to his graduation in 1910. In 1919 he married the former Ro
salind Nathan of Pennsylvania. At that time it was not the 
common practice of the Augusta newspapers to place pictures 
of the bride in the paper when announcing weddings, but this 
wedding was announced complete with photographs of the 
bride, not as a social announcement, but as a news item ann
ouncing the marriage of an important Augustan to to a debu
tante and member of an outstanding Pennsylvania family. Ros
alind Slusky was a charming and cultured person, a dedicated 
member of Congregation Children of Israel and of this commun
ity, and one who shared in the interests of her husband in 
all his community activities. They have two daughters, Leon
a Jane Lowe and Sara Belle, and several grandchildren. Mose 
Slusky lived until 1966 and Rosalind Slusky until 1974. 
Mose Slusky grew up in his fathers business and later took 
possession of it. The business grew under his leadership 
and he also became a director of the Georgia Railroad Bank 
and president of the Central Investment Company. He gave un
stintingly of himself to many civic organizations, community 
projects and Jewish causes. Until his death, he served the 
Temple in many ways and the Sluskys were regular attendants 
at services. He was a director and officer of the Augusta 
Rotary Club, a member of the Executive Committee of the Scot
tish Rite Bodies of Augusta, and a 33rd Degree Mason. He 
was actively involved in all worth while activities of the 
Augusta ,Jewish Comn1unity and held the res.pect of all that 
knew him. 

In 1937, Lee Blum was President of the congregation and 
Mrs. H. Rosenberg was President of the Sisterhood. Lee 
Blum, born in Nashville, moved to Augusta in 1916. He was 
married to the former Elsie Wassman, of Chatanooga, and they 
have two daughters, Elsie Lee Forb and Helen Darling, who is 
the rresent Secretary of the Congregation. Lee Blum u.1as. a 
man who was totally involved in nearly ever~ ~orthwhile 
cause in this town. Besides being President and active in 
the affairs of the Temple and of the Y.M.H.A., Lee Blum was 
an active Elk for over fifty years and a member of the Augus
ta lodge for over forty years, was one of the founders of 
the Committee of 100 that worked to bring new industry to Au
gusta, in 1944 served as district chairman of a campaign to 
raise funds to aid Jewish victims of the Holocaust, was vice 
chairman of the Augusta Housing Authority, was President of 
the Augusta Rotary Club, President of the Boy Scout Council, 
President of the Salvation Army Advisory Board, President of 
the Augusta Jewish Charities, a member of the Selective Ser
vice Board during World War II, a partner in the Stark Em
pire Laundry, and a member of the Board of Directors of the 
First National Bank. In 1942, Lee Blum was awarded the 
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er members of ~he Board of Trustees were Lewis Glasser, Bene
dict Goldberg, Lee Blum, Clarence Cohen, Dede Shapiro, Rhoda 
Cohen, Abe ~riedman, Albert Rosenthal, Sidney Rosen, Joe Sim
owitz, Bernard Simowitz, and Dr. Robert Greenblatt. Mrs. Cla
rence <Rhoda) Cohen was elected the new President of the Sis
terhood. 

Rhoda Cohen, like her husband Clarence, has been most 
active in the affairs of the Temple through the years. Not 
only has she ably served as President of the Sisterhood, but 
she served as Secretary of the Congregation for several 
years and was a very active member of the Board of Trustees 
for several more years. She continues to play an active 
part in the affairs of the Temple. 

Murray Silverman served as President of the Temple for 
two years. Right after this, he moved to the Boston area. 

The Sc:hwe:\r t zmans 1 ef t Aug us: ta on J"une 30, 1947 for 
their new pulpit. He later became a Professor and an author 
at Hebrew Union College until his retirement in 1981. He 
and S~lvia now reside in Albuquerque, New Me~ico. Their 
son, Joel, born in Augusta, followed his father into the Rab
binate and is an Air Force Chaplain stationed in Germany. He 
was the Jewish Ch~plain than ministered to the needs of the 
Jewish hostages that were held in Iran when they first re
turned to s~fet~ in Ger~any. 

This popular Rabbi had certainly left his mark on Augus
ta. The Congregation had grown in numbers and in scope dur
ing his years here. The activities of the Congregation were 
expanded gre3tly and the morale had gone from low to high. 
Congregation Children of Israel had truly come of age during 
this period and was now read~ to go on to new and bigger 
heights. The seeds had been well planted for the Walton Way 
Temple and the members of this Congregation had accepted 
well its credo, "United for Worship for Charity", as they ac
cepted willingly the burden of raising as much money as poss
ible to help beleagured Jews in Europe and all over the 
world. In the days when no tax deductions were allowed for 
such donations, Rabbi Schwartzman and others raised much mon
e~ for the Hagannah in Post War Palestine and the United Jew
ish Appeal raised so much money because of the leadership 
and help of so many of Congregation Children of Israel's mem
bers. This tradition of "Worship and Charit!:J" continues 
through todau. 

Thomas Wolfe has stated that a person cannot return to 
the scene of his former triumphs. This has not been the 
case of Rabbi Sylvan Schwart~man. He returned in triumph to 
participate in the dedication of the Walton Way Building in 
1951 and he spoke to a packed house at the Temple in January 
1981 when he and Sylvia returned to Augusta for an interview 
for this book. People from the entire Jewish Community once 
again turned out to hear this man speak, and they were just 
as inspired as they had been thirty five years earlier. 

Rabbi Joseph Buchler was named to succeed Rabbi 
Schwartzman and this young Rabbi arrived in Augusta in time 
to conduct the Services for the High Holidays of 1947. Rab
bi Buchler remained in Augusta until June of 1947 when he re
signed to accept a pulpit in Chicago. He later became the 
Rabbi at Temple Mickve Israel in Savannah and died while at 
that PL\ 1 pit. 
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Silver Beaver Award tor exceptional service to the Scouting 
Program. To my knowledge, he was the first Jewish person in 
Augusta to be honored with this award. He lived until March 
e, 1962. When I was a young man and knew Lee Blum, I always 
felt that he was the absolute epitome of what a good person 
should be. In addition to all of the above, I would very of
ten see both Mr. and Mrs. Blum at Jennings Ball Park rooting 
tor the old Augusta Tigers, a team that they avidly support
ed. 

From 1939 until 1941, the spiritual leader of the Con
gregation was Rabbi Louis Josephson. Little is known about 
Rabbi Josephson other than he lived until 1972 and died that 
year in Houston, Texas. 

In 1939, the officers of the Congregation were Herman 
Dessauer, President; Kyman Rosenberg, Vice President; Harry 
Steine, Secretary, and Leopold Mothner, Treasurer. 

Harry Steine followed Herman Dessauer as the ·1ast Presi
dent of the Congregation during the 1930's and it will be la
ter noted that Harry Steine served as President of the Con
gregation many times and is still a very active member of 
the Board of Trustees. 

In 1938 and 1939, Mrs. I. Clarence Levy was President 
of the Sisterhood and the 1940 President was Mrs. Louis Jos
ephson, wife of the Rabbi of the Congregation. 

The Augusta Chronicle, in honor of the birth of George 
Washington, on February 22, 1939, ran an All Nationalities 
Edition to show the greatness of America and of Augusta. Ma
ny Jewish people and organizations were spotlighted in this 
edition. There were interesting articles about the Temple 
and other Jewish institutions. There was an article spot
lighting David Slusky as the leader of the Jewish Community, 
and one about Rabbi Leiser. The article concerning the Tem
ple mentions that there were at that time 43 children enroll
ed in the Religious School, much greater than 10 years earli
er, even though the membership of the Temple had decreased 
in the previous ten years. Max Rubenstein was superinten
dant of the Religious School and the teachers in addition to 
Mr. Rubenstein and Rabbi Leiser were Leon Simon, Elsie Lee 
Blum, Eda Kerr and Esther Wallace. There was an article and 
picture of Abe Friedman, whQt\we spotlight in this book as 
the second wGiant" among the lay members of the Congregation 
during the twentieth century along with the two •Giant" 
Rabbis of this century. The article of that date stated 
that Abe Friedman is one of Augusta's youngest business men 
and also one of its most successful. 

One extremely interesting article in that paper concern
ed the Sirnowitz family, many of whom played important roles 
in the affairs of the Temple. It stated:· "Augusta's busi
ness houses number among their membership no more interest
ing business family than the house of Simowitz. There are 
six Simowitz brothers , and five them operate businesses in 
this city. The sixth runs a business in Willison, Ss.C. 
Shoes, furniture, electrical victrolas or general merchan
dise-it's all the same to the Simowitz brothers. The first 
Simowitz to open a business in Augusta was the late father 
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of the six brothers. He came to Augusta from Cincinatti, 
Ohio, a great many years ago and opened a shoe business. The 
elderly Simowitz moved to Waynesboro in 1911 but moved back 
to Augusta in 1917. Sam Simowitz and his brother Joe, who 
are the "S&J" in S&J Simowitz shoe stores, were born in 
Cincinatti, but Bernard Simowitz, who is another partner in 
the business, was born after the family moved to Augusta. 
Harry Simowitz, the fourth brother, operates as the Augusta 
Trading Company on Broad Street. A fifth brother, Louis 
Simowitz, handles electrical victrolas. The sixth brother, 
Israel, operates a general store in Williston, S. C. But 
that is not all there is to the family, the Simowitz 
brothers will tell you, for besides the six boys there are 
five sisters in the family. All are married, but of the 
five, only one lives in Augusta. She is Mrs. Dave 
Pomerance. The mother of these successful children lives in 
Augusta, keeping the home fires burning for her scattered 
brood.". 

The depression had been very hard on the members of 
Congregation Children of Israel and the membership of the 
congregation did drop during the 30's. But despite all 
this, so many people worked very hard to keep all things in 
their proper perspective and to keep the Congregation 
Children of Israel ''United for Worship and Charity." The 
40's would bring more terrible problems to this Congregation 
and to Jews everywhere, but there would always be those who 
would rise to lead the Congregation to greater heights year 
after year. We cannot leave our history of the first forty 
years of the twentiety century without once again mentioning 
Mr. David Slusky, who played such an important role in the 
Congregation and the city of Augusta. An editorial in the 
Southern Israelite of April 30, 1937, refers to him as a 
"Commuunity Builder." It states, in part, "Mr. Slusky has 
devoted himself to planning his life through the development 
of his character, based on his devotion to religious ideals 
and the exemplification of his convictions in his daily 
life. He is beloved in Augusta because of his fidelity to 
his convictions, and he is a living refutation of the 
philosophy of any persons who believe that compromising with 
one's convictions is the road to popularity and success. A 
man who is true to his convictions will be true to his word, 
true to his family, true to his friends; a man who will 
sacrifice his convictions for the sake of expediency will 
never merit the full confidence of his fellow man. In 
Augusta and wherever he is known, Mr. Slusky's word is his 
bond. Mr. Slusky is a community builder. In his long and 
active life, he has been in the forefront of those laboring 
for a greater Augusta, not only in a material way, but in 
all efforts to lift the vision and direct the energies of 
the people to a higher plane. His cooperation with 
movements is judicious. Not every group which gives itself 
a mandate to effect public improvements has a program or 
leade~ship that merits commendation and cooperation, but 
every responsible effort with a meritorious program has been 
able to rely on his able and generous assistance." 
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his other son, Howard, has been a member of the Board for a 
number of years. Howard has also been an usher for a great 
number of years. 

Edwin S. Epstein, Jr., long time secretary of the con
gregation, was a man loved by everyone. Not only was he a 
member of the board and secretary for a great number of 
years, but he also taught Sunday School for many years and 
was a mewmber of the Temple Choir from its modern inception 
in 1953 until his death in the 1960's. Edwin Epstein was an 
Engineer for the U.S. Corps of Engineers and was the lock
master at the New Savannah Bluff Lock and Dam behind Bush 
Field. He was an outdoorsman without peer and his work with 
the Boy Scouts is legendary. Hundreds of boys today are 
better men because of the training they received from Edwin 
Epstein, both in Scouting traits and how to be better peo
ple. This writer will always cherish the memory of the many 
days and nights spent with Edwin Epstein as will so many o
thers that came under his influence. He was Mr. Troop 18, a 
Troop sponsored by the Temple and by the B'nai B'rith. He 
was the second Jewish person in Augusta to receive the Sil
ver Beaver Award from the Boy Scouts of America. At one time 
in 1943, Troop 18 had 4 Eagle Scouts as members, a feat uneq
ual led by any other Troop in Augusta. After his retirement 
as an active Scoutmaster, the troop floundered under other 
Scoutmasters for several years and it unfortunately ceased 
to exist after his death. His wife, Barbara, taught in the 
Sunday School for many years and also was the Kindergarden 
Teacher tor the Temple. 

In 1946, a Building plans Committee was formed with 
Mose Slusky as chairman and Abe Friedman and Clarence Cohen 
as members. On September 8, 1946, the Congregation voted to 
buy the lot at the corner of Walton Way and Bransford Road 
as the site of the future Temple and this purchase took 
place in November of 1946. 

On April 12, 1947, the charter of the Temple expired on
ce again and it was not renewed until October 19, 1954 for a 
period of thirty five years from 1947. Before the expira
tion date in 1982, a law was passed that makes it no longer 
necessary to renew charters eve~y thirty five years, but all
ows the charters to remain in force until rescinded. Per
haps with this law, Congregation Children of Israel will re
main "legal" for all time. 

On May 1, 1947, Rabbi Schwartzman announced his resigna
tion effective June 30, 1947, as he had accepted another lar
ger pulpit in New York City. A public reception, hosted by 
former Congregation Presidents Abe Friedm~n, Herbert Nach
man, I.D. Shapiro and Harry Steine, was held in honor of Rab
bi and Mrs. Schwartzman. 

The confirmation of 1947 was held on Sunday, May 25th 
and those being confirmed were Joel Cohen, Isaac Jolles, Bar
bara Rubenstein, Gloria Shapiro, Lewis Simon, and Melvin Sim
owi tz. 

Officers of the Congregation elected in June 1947 were 
Murray Silverman, President; Nathan Jolles, Vice President; 
Edwin Epstein, Secretary; and Har~Y Steine, Treasurer. Oth-
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arrival of Rabbi Schwartzman in the summer of 1941. 
The confirmation of 1945 was held on Sunday, May 20th, 

and those confirmed were Sara Burns Dessauer, Edwin S. Ep
stein III, Herbert Nachman, Jr., Terry Pintchuck, Joan Rosen
thal, and Delores Shapiro. 

On Jun~? 4, 1945, five families., those of Mose Slus. k~:i, 

Abe Friedman, I.D. Shapiro, Lee Blum, and Leon Simon, pledg
ed a total of $26,000 to the building fund for a _new Temple 
Center providing the balance of the membership would raise 
an additional $25,000 for this pu r pose. On July 1st, a spec
ial meeting was held that authorizer! the Board of Trustees 
to purchase a lot for building the new Temple at a site to 
be selected by the Board . 

Before the 1946 annual meeting, it was decided to ex
pand the membership of the Poa r d of Trustees to 18 people 
and this was done at the annual change of officers and trust
ees in May of 1946. The new officers beginning in May of 19-
46 were I.D. Shapiro, President; Nathan Jolles, Vice Presi
dent; Edwin Epstein, Secretary; and Joe Simowitz, Treasurer. 
Other trustees were Sidney Rosen, Mose Slusky, Ben Shapiro, 
Herbert Nachman, Murray Sil v erman, Leon Simon, Lee Blum, 
Clarence Cohen, Abe Friedman , Lewis Glasse r, Benedict Gold
berg, and Albert Rosenthal. Mrs. J. Ben Shapiro succeeded 
her sister as President of S ister hood and also became a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees. The congregation now had 105 
family memberships, nearly double its 1941 size. At the sug 
gestion of Mose Slusky, a dinner was held in conjunction 
with the annual meeting in 1946 and from this evolved the i
dea of the covered dish supper that is now such an important 
part of the Congregational annual meetings. 

I.D. Shapiro, the new president of the Congregation, 
had come to Augusta in the latter part of the 1930's as part 
of the S&J Simowitz Shoe company previously mentioned. He 
and his wife, Louella, became a n integral part of the Congre
gation and the community. Louella was active in the affairs 
of the Temple and in Hadassah on both the local and National 
level. I.D. Shapiro not only was President of the Copngrega
tion but was chairman of fund raising for the new Temple and 
was also instrumental in securing the present location of 
the YMHA-JCC. He later became President of Butler Shoe Com
pany and moved to Atlanta. I.D. and Louella now split their 
retirement between Miami and Atlanta. 

Nathan Jolles, the vice-president in 1946, was an attor
ney as famous in Augusta for his court room prowess as F. 
Lee B~iley is nationwide today. During the 1940's, he was 
involved in many of the important trials in Augusta, first 
as a defense attorney and later as a part of the Solicitor's 
prosecuting team. He was also most active in all phases of 
life in Augusta. He had been President of Adas Yeshuron Syn
agogue and also Vice President of Congregation Children of 
Israel. He also was an officer of the YMHA and was secreta
ry of the Federation of Jewish Charities for many years. 
When Nathan Jolles died on the court house steps in 1951, Au
gusta lost one of its quality citizens. One of his sons, 
Issac, would later be President of the Congregation, and 
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of Mr. and Mrs. B.D. Beerwald of Philadelphia, Albert Green
field in memory of Henry Simowitz, Mrs. Albert Greenfield in 
memory of Alfred Greenfield, Louis Cohen, Mrs. J. Benjamin 
Shapiro, Mrs. Juluis Miller, Mrs. Abram Pomerance, Abram Pom
erance, Mrs. Israel D. Shapiro, Mrs. Allen Steinberg, Mrs. 
Harry Simowitz in memory of Bernard Isenberg, Adolph Rosen
thal, Mrs. Herbert Nachman, Albert Rosenthal, Mrs. Albert Ro
senthal, Miss Joan Rosenthal, Stanley Rosenthal, for Mrs. 
Solomon Steinberg, Mrs. Masacot Steinau, Mrs. Louis Pint
chuck, Louis Pintchuck, Terry Pntchuck, Mrs. Kate Rosenthal, 
Mrs. Bernard Simon, Mrs. A.A., Friedman, Mrs. A. Segall in 
memory of Aaron Segall, Mrs. Rae Friedman, Mrs. Alex Furst, 
for Mrs. Robert Greenblatt by Mrs. Mose Slusky, Mrs. Dorothy 
Jolles, Mrs. Jack Fink in honor of Sgt. Jack E. Fink, U.S. 
Army, Mrs. David Rubenstein, The Missus Burns in honor of 
the confirmation of Sara Burns Dessauer, Mrs. Milton Fine in 
memory of Milton Fine, Mrs. Walterr Singer in honor of Pvt. 
Walter E. Singer, US Army, David Rubenstein, Mrs. Rose Syl
vester in memory of Charles S. Sylvester, Mrs. Elmore Solo
mon, Mrs. E.W. Strassman, Mrs. Max Tunkle in memory of Max 
Tunkle, Mrs. Max Tunkle, Mrs. Leopold Mothner in honor of 
Sgt. Leopold Mothner, US Army, Miss Pearl Schrameck, Mrs. 
Sol Baron in memory of Sol Baron, Mr. & Mrs. Lee Blum, Miss 
Elsie Lee Blum, Mrs. Mose Darling in honor of Sgt. Mose Dar
ling, US Army, Mrs. Stella Weil, in honor of Lt. M. Harry 
Steine, US Army, Miss Hattie Fleishman, Mrs. Louis Shapiro 
in honor of Harold Shapiro, US Army, Mrs. Leopold Berg, Mrs. 
Leon Simon, Mrs. Edwin S. Epstein, Jr. in memory of Barbara 
Ann Epstein, Mrs. William Wallace, Mrs. Minnie P. Schaul, in 
memory of L.J. Schaul, Sr., Miss Gladys Moog in memory of So
lomon Moog, Miss Gladys Moog in memory of Jacob Moog, Jake 
Schneider, Lt. Col. Clarence H. Cohen, Mrs. Frank Goldberg 
in honor of Leah Goldberg, Adolph Lesser in memory of Mrs. 
Annie R. Lesser and Mr. Simon Lesser, Mrs. Lois Levy Jacobo
witz by Betty Cohen, Mrs. Abram Levy in memory of Abram 
Levy, Mrs. Charles Pearl in memory of Charles Pearl, In mem
ory of Lt. Herman Brown, Jr. who died in the service of his 
country, In honor of Baron and Charles Abraham, Leon Brown, 
and Leon B. Cole, In honor of Benjamin E. Elkins, Neal A. 
Fine, C. Alfred Furst, Adrian J. Goldstein, In honor of Leon
ard R. & Stanley Goldstein, Robert B. Greenblatt, and Louis 
Klein, In honor of Rintell:. Le:.ser, Harry F., I Clarence Jr. 
and Jean W. Levy, In honor of R. Victor Levy, Bruno G. Loeh
ner, J.B. & Morris Marks, In honor of Jack Moses, Morton 
Nachman, Joseph B. and Sanford Pomerance, In honor of Alan 
S. Rosenthal, Max Rubenstein, Carl J. Simon and Leon W. Sim
on, and in honor of Elmore Solomon, Maurice Steinberg, Max
well Steinberg and William A. Wallace. Beginning with the 
candle lit in memory of Lt. Herman Brown until the last can
dle lit, the lighting was done by members of the congrega
tion to honor men in service not previously so honored by 
their families. 

At the time of the centenial in 1945, there were approx
imately 190 individual members of Congregation Children of 
Israel. This represented a substantial growth since the 
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provide an attractive Jewish home life for our own boys and 
girls. Likewise, we must undertake to provide a more signif
icant religious education for them in Temple surroundings 
which merit the respect and genuine interest of the pupils. 
Compared with these ends, all other Sisterhood tasks appear 
secondary. This is not to deny the efficacy of Sisterhood's 
work in the community at large. Throughout the past cen
tury, Sisterhood has been prompt to meet every !community 
call which has been made to us. In recent years, we have re
sponded faithfully to the annual Tuberculosis campaigns, War 
Eond Sales, Red Cross services and camp and community pro
jects. In the days that lie ahead, we anticipate even great
er service to our community and our nation. Sisterhood's pur
pose, however, is that of a religious organization dedicated 
to the welfare of Judaism and the spiritual development of 
Congregation Children of Isreal. It is, therefore, through 
our special service to the Temple that we look forward with 
confidence and devotion to our common task of building for a 
:econd century." 

Those attending the historic 100th meeting and banquet 
at the :Bon Air Hotel on May lQ), 1945, were Rabbi Maurice N. 
Eisendrath, Rabbi & Mrs. Sylvan D. Schwartzman, Mr. and Mrs. 
Lee Blum, Miss Elsie Lee Blum, Mrs. Mose Darling, Mrs. 
Stella Weil, Mr and Mrs. Adrian Cohen, Mr . and Mrs. Leopold 
I. Cohen, Mrs. Anne Coburn, Mr. and Mrs. A.A. Friedman, Mrs. 
Rae Friedman, Mr. and Mrs. Alex Furst, Mrs. Clara Segall, 
Mr. and Mrs. Benedict S. Goldberg, Mrs. Birdie Goldstein, 
Mr. and Mrs. Albert Greenfield, Mr. Nathan Jolles, Mr. 
Adolph Lesser, Mrs. Rose Sylvester, Mr. and Mrs. Joseph 
Lowenheim, Mr. and Mrs. Louis Pintchuck, Mr. and Mrs. Abram 
Pomerance, Mrs. Sol Powell, Mrs. Harry Simowitz, Mr. and 
Mrs. Albert Rosenthal, Mr. and Mrs. Adolph Rosenthal, Mr. 
and Mrs. David Rubenstein, Mrs. S. Steinberg, Mr. and Mrs. 
Jake Schneider, Mrs. Sam Schneider, Mr. and Mrs. Israel D. 
Shapiro, Capt. and Mrs. Leonard Scheinman, Mrs. Sarah 
Scheinman, Mr. and Mrs. Moses Slusky, Mrs. J. Benjamin 
Shapiro, Mrs. Walter E. Singer, Mrs. Max Estroff, Mrs. James 
Glasser, Mrs. J. Furst, Mrs. A.K. Steinberg, Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Simowitz, Mrs. Sam Simowitz, Seaman and Mrs. Elmore 
Solomon, and Mrs. Max Tunkle. 

Those who lit the 100 candles of the Centenial cake 
were: Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath, The Rev. Cary N. Weisi
ger, III, The Hon. James J. Harbin, for Rabbi Henry R. Gold
berger, Rabbi Sylvan D. Schwartzman, Mrs. Sylvan D. Schwartz
man, A.A. Friedman, Adrian Cohen, Benedict S. Goldb~rg, I.D. 
Shapiro, Mrs. Leopold I. Cohen, for Miss Blanche Levy in mem
ory of Philip E. Levy, Mrs. Moses Slusky, Capt. Leonard 
Scheinman, Mrs. Max Estroff, Mrs. Joseph Simowitz, Mrs. Sol 
Powell, Mrs. Benedict S. Goldberg in honor of Benedict S. 
Goldberg, Jr., USMC, Mrs. Lewis Glasser, Mrs. Adrian Cohen, 
Isadore Marcus, Mrs. H. L. Rubenstein in memory of Ida Prag
er Crompton, Mrs. Sam Simowitz, Isadore Brown, Mrs. Jake
Schneider in honor of Capt. Meyer M. Schneider, Mrs. Ike 
Marks in memory of Mr. and Mrs. M. Steinberg, Mrs. J. Furst, 
Mrs. Herman Brown in honor of the 50th Wedding Anniversary 
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THE SCHWARTZMAN YEARS - 1941-1q47 
Rabbi Josephson remained as spiritual leader until the 

middle of 1941.In perhaps his last act as Rabbi of the Con
gre1]ation, he led the confirmation service of JL1ne 1, 1941, 
in which Leah Rose Glasser, Sara Natalie Jolles, Harr~ S. Le
vy, Jane Marion Silver, and Leona Jane Slusk~ were confirm
ed. Harry Steine completed his first term as President of 
the Congregation at that time. The next President of the 
Congregation in the 1940's was Herbert Nachman Sr. who 
remained President Llntil 1943. Mr. Nachman was a local 
advertising executive whose Mother had been President of 
the Sisterhood and was one of the outstanding women of the 
Temple and of the city of Augusta. He played an acti v e role 
in the affairs of the Temple for many years. In the spring 
of 1941, Mrs. Leopold Cohen (presently Mrs. Heline Siskin) 
first became President of Sisterhood. She was President 
this time until 1943. 

In the summer of 1941, the Congregation welcomed a 
young Rabbi Just out of Hebrew Union College in Cincinatti. 
This uoun~ native of Baltimore arrived with his young wife, 
S~lvia, to take over his first pulpit •nd very quicklu be
came the second of the four people who are the giants of the 
twi::ntieth century at Congregation Children of Ierael. He 
left an important mark on this congregation that can never 
be erased just as he did in the other positions he has held 
in his illustrious career furthering the c~uee of Judiasm. 
Recentl~ retired as a Professor at Hebrew Union College 
where he was an author of &ome renown, his books and teach
ings will be used and read by generations to come. With the 
help of so many others, new life and vitality was breathed 
into this con~regation during his Rabinnate that continues 
to keep the Congregation moving and growing through this day 
~nd continues to keep the Congregation "United for Worship 
and Charity.• The spirit and enthusiasm that he brought to 
AL19usta and that continues with his successors has made Con
greg~tion Children of Israel one of the most 0L1tstanding Con-
9reg.:1tion11 in a small cit~ in all' of All'l&rica. 

In an interview conducted on January 19, 1981, Rabbi 
Schwart~man recalled that when he arrived in Augusta in the 
summer of 1941, he found the congregation had dwindled to a 
membership of some sixty to sixty fiv• families. It was 
still desparately facing the' problem& brought on by the de
pression and there ~as an atmosphere of defeatism. From 
~his, the first need was to build the morale of the con~rega
tion and this was done with a series of programs that could 
appeal to the entire congregation and for the development of 
young leadership and the redevelopment of some of the older 
leaders. He especially pointed out the leadership of people 
such as Lee Blum, I.D. Shapiro, Leon Simon, Bob Greenblatt, 
and especially Mose Slusky and Abe Friedman. His programs 
appealed to all and very qL1ickly the Congregation began to 
grow and prosper. The advent of World War II brought on oth
er needs that would forever change the make-up of not only 
Congregation Children of Israel but also the life of Ameri
can and world Jews for all time. 
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He published a home holiday bulletin that was published 
to "stimulate Jewish observance in Your Home". This booklet 
explained the Sabbsath and all the Holy Days and how these 
days are observed in the Synagogue and in the home. It also 
contained songs of all the Holy Days and even contained re
cipes of foods that are traditional with each of the Jewish 
Holy Days and observances. He began a well attended adult 
educational program with subjects such as "The Making of the 
Modern Jew", a ten week program that covered all aspects of 
Jewish life from ancient times to modern times and thus 
outlined the evolution of what brought Modern Jews to their 
present status. His services were well attended as the 
services and his sermons were an inspiration to all. The 
religious school was well organizaed and attended and 
classes were held for awhile in outlying communities for 
children in those communityes when it became difficult for 
the children to get into Augusta. A community forum was 
started that involved the Jewish and secular community, but 
was sponsored by the Temple and seven or eight speakers a 
year were brought to Augusta to speak on contemporary sub
jects. There was always a full house at forum programs 
attended by people from all walks of life in Augusta. Rabbi 
Schwartzman created new enthusidsm in the congregation and 
was well received throughout the community. He was involved 
in all facets of Jewish and secular life in Augusta. 

World War II quickly changed the life of Congregation 
Children of Israel. Suddenly there were more Jewish people 
stationed at the military installations in Augusta than 
there were Jews in Augusta. It became necessary for Rabbi 
Schwartzman to not only serve as Rabbi of the Congregation 
but also to act as Chaplain at the various installations in 
Augusta whenever there was no Jewish Chaplain, which was 
most of the time. The people of the Community took the men 
stationed in Augusta into their homes for meals week after 
week throughout the war. No soldier was allowed to go back 
to post without being fed after any Jewish holiday or even 
after attending Friday evening services. The community and 
the members of this congregation opened up their homes and 
hearts to the members of the military stationed in Augusta. 

Forty three members of the congregation served in the 
Armed Forces during World War II. One of the forty three, 
Lt. Herman Brown, Jr., was killed in the war. A plaque was 
placed in the Temple Sanctuary to honor the forty three mem
bvewrs serving in the Armed Forces during this war, and this 
plaque can be seen today on the wall next to the Friedman So
cial Hall of the Temple. When this plaque was dedicated, 
the following· message of dedication was delivered by Rabbi 
Schwartzman: •The Jew," they shrieked, "must perish!"The 
earth listened and was unconcerned about the fate of the 
Jew. But what the democracies had failed to realize 
was--that the Jew symbolized in the eyes of Hitler somethng 
more than a religious, historic people. The Jew concetrized 

48 

encouraged to contribute his proper share to the further de
velopment of the Congregation. Instilled in our membership 
must be the conviction that the Temple is a positive force 
for Judaism and Jewish survival and that affiliation demands 
more than mere minimal participation. On the physical side, 
my hopes tor the Congregation are many and varied. I look 
forward to that day when our Congregation will enjoy the fa
cilities of a tine, new Temple Center capable of meeting ev
ery need of worship services, the Religious School, the Sis
terhood and community functions. I anticipate the time when 
our membership will be greatly increased in number and our 
resources will enable us to carry on many vital activities 
denied to us at present. But building for the future is not 
a responsibility which rests simply upon the President of 
'the Congregation or the Rabbi. It ti.1eighs. heavil':.J upon every 
officer and individual member of the Board of Truetees, 
suFported by the enthusiasm of ever~ single member of the 
Congregation. Building for a second century is a personal 
call for genuine interest and cooperation. The paet century 
is concluded with a period. It is final and definite. The 
future possesses no euch quality. It looms up ahead of us a 
shimmering question-mark. That question-mark, however, need 
not be. In its place we should be able to substitute the 
will, zeal and contributions of each Temple member. 
Building for a second century, then becomes merely the 
process whereby we replace the question-mark of the elusive 
unknown with an exclamation-point symbolic of the wishes of 
the membership translated into reality. For truly, the next 
one hundred Temple years will receive its period from the 
triumph of the exclamation-point over the question-mark." 

Mrs. Leopold I. Cohen (now Heline Siskin>, as President 
of the Temple Sisterhood, stated: "It is often said that the 
first hundred years are the hardest. Yet, in retrospect, 
the first century of Congregation Children of Israel has in
deed been good to us. It has provided us with the knowledge 
and background upon which to build tor a second century. To 
what does the Temple Sisterhood look forward in the years a
head7 Primarily Sisterhood hopes that the future will find 
a flourishing Congregational life in which each member will 
eagerly shoulder his and her responsibilities , not merely 
with financial generosity, but even more vital, with zeal, 
energy, time, ideas and inspiration. Sisterhood is ready to 
carry its share in the creation of the new Temple. We look 
forward to the day wHen we shall meet within our own Sister
hood room when we shall be privileged to contribute to the 
furnishing of new Temple facilities. In the meantime, we 
shall continue to work toward the greater progress of our Re
ligious School and tor the general well-being of the Temple. 
With the turn of the Congregational century, we of Sister
hood believe that our most important project is the furnish
ing of our children with a Jewish education both at home and 
in the Religious school. Our children are the bulwark of 
generations to come. Without them we can contemplate no 
future tor Sisterhood or the Congregation. As our prime 
duty in the second century, it is our responsibility to 
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grateful for the sublime record of Temple accomplishment. 
From the hundred years which have elapsed, we have inherited 
a pattern of service to God, Israel and America and.a rare 
legacy of courage. In the face of the most trying circum
stances, the vision, fortitude and generous sacrifice of our 
spiritual ancestors never wavered. Their epoch is living 
proof of the ma)·:im, 'lrlhr.-:~re there is a will, therE• is a way.' 
In a deeper sense, then, our Centenial observance becomes a 
personal challenge. Dominant in our minds should be our re
sponsibilities to the generations as yet unborn. Our 
presePt duties are clear: to strengthen positive Jewish 
loyalties, to continue to adjust practise and worship to the 
changing requirements of the times, to accept as American 
Jews the the serious obligations heaped upon us by the 
Eurorean tragedy. Tow3rd these ends, the Congregation has 
already commenced intensified programs of adult and youth 
educ2tion and has sponsored the revitalization of many 
meaningful practises of our faith. With far sighted vision, 
the Temple is seeking to maintain its liberal American 
Judaism. harmonious with the American milieu, faithful to 
the honored traditions of Israel. We must also contemplate 
ph!JS.i cal chan<Je~:. The pres.ent Temple structurP, now 76. 
years old, can no lon~er provide for the needs of an 
expanding congresation. For mor~ th2n three-quarters of a 
century it has served its membership. Throughout those 
years its classic architecture has graced Augusta and the 
cherished memories of the past have hallowd its presencE. 
Yet, realistically, we have come to recognize that lack of 
modern center facilities has hampered the extension of our 
re-?ligious., social, educational and culture~! activities. The 
gradual drift of our population, moreover, has isolated the 
present Temple building from its membership. While we glory 
in the past, we must not neglect the visions of an evern 
g~eater future. The centenial c~lebration reminds us that 
JLs~ as older generations supplied Temple needs down to the 
present, so, simila.rl':.J, it is our dui:'d to respond J.iberall':.:J 
in building for a second century. In the freedom of this 
blessed land, ours is the privilege to carry on brave 
traditions. This Hundredth Anniversary becomes really 
significant only if there lives a common Congregational will 
to face the future. For where there is a will, there is a 
U.l2',~ :i :r ., :r II 

A.A. Friedman, the President of the Congregation, made 
the following statement: "As President of the Congregation 
during a historic term of office, I P2'd tribute to the devot
ed leadership of past generations for the imposing record of 
Temple service which they have established for us. All of 
us, I know, can appreci2te their faithful labors throughout 
the past century. The present Temple is, in fact, a fine 
tribute to their spiritual and physical devotion. The Offi
cers and Trustees of the Congregation who are now privileged 
to lead the Temple into its second century know wherein lie 
their obligations in building for the future. Our member
ehip must develop a greater sense of awareness of the values 
for which the Temple stands. Each and every member must be 
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decency and Justice and morality, peace and brotherhood. 
When the Nazi's shouted "The Jews must perish~", what they 
were thinking was "Decenc'J, justice, morality, peace, and 
brotherhood must be wiped off the face of the earth!" Now, 
at long last, the common man has learned the implications be
hind the satanic persecutions of the Jew_ He now under
stands that this barbarous attack against Israel was merely 
a mas~: behind which Hitler and his Axis partners sought to 
abolish democrac'd, religion and the respect of one's fellow
man. "War comes," our Rabbis have said, "because men seek 
to uproot the Bible, to destroy the basic tenets of relig
ion." The present terrible war is merely added proof of the 
truth of this old statement. Because the mechanized Axis 
might has been hurled against the most elementary standartds 
of right, every nation with a conscience has taken up the 
sword to slay this savage monster. All religious groups 
have clasr2d hands in the common cause; all free peoples 
have sworn that Nazism shall be forever crushed, that demo
cracy and religion shall survive. And, at this crucial per
iod in human history--when the finer causes of life are in 
deadly peril--shall not the Jew be in the forefront of those 
who sacrifice lite and limb to defend the good and the true? 
Though we are but a handful of families in the larger 
communit'J of Augusta, we have sent our full share, and more, 
of our youth to battle against the savage foes of our belov
ed country and our God. They have gone off to war bravel'd, 
knowing in their heart of hearts, that as the cause of demo
crac'J 1..1.1as worth living for, it is all the more 1..1.t0rth dying 
for. And they have made us concience of their grim determi
nation that the democratic way of life, the religious way of 
lite, shall never perish from this great la.nd .. Yes, for ten 
years the Jew has fought the new order with undeniable cour
a~e. Now, at long last. the Jewish communit'J of Augusta is 
proud to add the names of its own sons to the roll of the he
roes of Israel and the soldiers of America." At the memorial 
service for Lt. Brown, Rabbi Schwartzman stated, in part, 
"In devotion to the cause of libEr · t~ for all peoples, men in 
the prime of their ~outh have responded to the call. They 
have prepared, like the prophets of old, to give their life 
for values more precious than life itself. When now we 
memorialize the death of Lt. Herman Prown, Jr. who perished 
in the service of not his own c:ountr~.:J alone, but of all 
humanity, we are stirred be~ond measure by the nobilit'd of 
his sacrifice. His mortal frame lies cloaked in the bosom 
of the earth; his divine soul stands stands at attention 
before the holy throne of God, and the Almight'd lifts his 
hand in salute and embraces him in everlasting love." 

The second week of February in 1942 marked the 
celebration of the Sisterhood Golden Jubilee. A formal 
banquet and dance was held at the Fon Air Hotel on 
Wednesdayi February 11, 1942. Rabbi Sidney Ballon of Tree 
of Life Congregation in Columbia gave the invocation and 
Rabbi Schwartzman served as Toastmaster. The featured 
speaker was Mrs. Julian Hennig, who was Vice President of 
the Federation of Temple Sisterhoods. Participating in the 
Golden Jubilee Services on Friday, February 13, 1942, in 
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addition to Rabbi Schwartzman, were Mrs. Herman Dessauer, 
Mr. Moses Slusky, and Mrs. Leopold Cohen, President of the 
Sisterhood. Guest speakers were Judge A.L. Franklin of the 
local Superior Court, Mr. High Kinchley, Editor of the 
Catholic Bulletin, and Mr. Guy Hurlbutt, Lay Minister of the 
Beech Island Baptist Church. An interesting booklet was 
published to commerate this event and the booklet contained 
a history of the Sisterhood by Mrs. David Nachman, who 
played such a vital part in the history of the Sisterhood, a 
history of the Temple by Mrs. Herbert Nachman, a report of 
the religious school by Mrs. Adrian Cohen and a report on 
Sisterhood activites by Mrs. Leon Simon. Many of the 
activities of the Sisterhood in 1942 were devoted to USO 
work, services at Camp Gordon, and working with the Angels 
of Mercy and the Red Cross. 
In 1943, Anne Furst was elected President of the 
Sisterhood and her cousin, Abe Friedman was elected 
President of the Con3regation for the first time . Abe 
Friedman is the third of our four giants of the twentieth 
century and the other of the lay people. From 1943 to the 
present date, no important event in the histor~ of 
Congregation Children of Israel will transpire without Abe 
Friedman playing an important role in the event . He and 
David Slusky are truly the 
two most important la~ people of the twentieth people. Bene
dict Goldterg served as Sec r eta r u of the congregation in 19-
43 and I.D. Shapiro was the t r easurer. Other board members 
were Adrian Cohen, Albert Rosenthal, Leon Simon, Lee Blum, 
and Mose ~lusk~. 

Earl~ in the twentieth centur'J, the Bar Mitzvah was abo
lished i n the Temple and replace d by confirmation ser v ices. 
In M3~ of 1943, Howard Jolles became the first Ear Mitzvah 
of modern times and his brother Issac followed the following 
'Je ~ r as thE second Bar Mitzvah of modern times. Poth of them 
w~uld later serve on the Temple Board and Issac was later 
President of the Congregation. The next Bar Mitzvah would 
bE· that of 1..Tos<'2Ph L.E' E' ShapirD S<=?VE·!1r·:d 'Jears la+.:t-?r, but tod2·1y 
the Confir~ation service and the Bar and Bat Mitzvah ser v ic
es are common occurances in Congregation Children of Isr ael . 
The 194] confirmation class consisted of Adrian Cohen, Jr., 
Lea Goldberg, Jane Jo'Jce Rubenstein, and Sara Pelle Slusky. 

On Uctober 1'?, 19.43, R~bbi Schu.1art:·:man first proposed 
to the Board the public Forum which became such a popular 
program of the Temple. 

In January of 1944, the first seeds of a new Temple 
were planted when, at the urging of Rabbi Schwartzman, a 
buildin~ fund was started to build a new Temple as soon as 
possible. Everyone realized that the Telfair Street Temple 
could no longer hold all the activities of the congregation, 
especiall'J the religious school, and a new Temple would be 
needed as soon as possible after the end of the war. The op
ening salvo brought in $12,20~ worth of pledges and $111000 
in immediate collections. 

In February of 1944, Rabbi Schwartzman embar~ed on a 
tour in behalf of Hadassah that took him to the western part 

5~1 

who in a simple prayer beseeched the Eternal Spirit to be 
with the songregation in the Century to come as He had been 
with those who had lead it through the past hundred years. 

At the conclusion of the service, the Temple Sisterhood 
tendered a Centenial Reception in the vestry rooms. As the 
congregants assembled, a four-tiered Anniversary cake, domi
nated by 100 candles was the center of c:~ttention. Rabbi 
Schwartzman voiced the hope that the light of the candles 
would symbolize the light and Joy which the congregation 
would experience throughout the second century. Rabbi Eisen
drath was accorded the honor of kindling the first candle 
and the remaining tapers were lighted in honor of the 
guests, members of the congregation and the T~mple men in 
service. Light refreshments were then served the the Sister
hood Committee. 

In brief, then, these were the observances which 
ed the 100th year of Congregation Children of Israel. 

c 1 i ma. >: ·-· 
But 

they accomplished far more than merely to mark the turn of a 
Th e y have launched the congregational ship of time 

into the se3 s of a sec~nd hundred years, and its helmsmen 
and crew, inspired bu the captain of the Union of American 
Hebrew Congregations, sail confidently on into the future. 
For their Centenial ressolves have now become their chart of 
faith. II 

In conjunction with the centenial celebration, Rabbi 
Schwartzman prepared a 100 year history of the congregation 
which was distributed at the celebration and he also wrote a 
history that was published in the June 1945 issue of Liberal 
Judaism, and from which we have quoted widely in this boo~. 

Greetings for the Centenial came from all over. Lett
ers of congratulations were received from many other Congre
gations , including the Central Synagogue of Nassau County, 
the Isaac M. Wise Temple of Ceincinatti, Congregation 
Shaar ai Shomayim of Mobile, Alabama, The Roc~dalE Avenue Tem
ple of Cincinatti, Temple Emanuel of Gastonia, N.C.,Temple 
Beth Israel of Macon, McKinley Avenue Temple of Canton, 
Ohio, from the National ZOA off ice, from Adas Veshuron 
Synagogue in Augu5ta, and from others. There were greetings 
from many other organizations and individuals, but one lett
er bears special mention. It is dated February 28, 1945, 
and reads as follows: 
"Dear Rabbi Schwartzman: 
tion Children of Israel 
ial of its founding. I 
that this congregation, 
will ever exemplify the 
me5sage of Judaism. 

Hearty greetings to the Congrega
on the happy occassion of the centen
trust as the decades come and go, 
so firmly established a century 390, 
highest teachings of the ancient 

Very Sincerely your5, 
Franklin D. Roosevelt" 

Three important messages were delivered at the Centen
ial Service besides that of Rabbi Eisendrath. They are of 
such importance that they need repeating here as a guide to 
all of us for the future direction of Congregation Children 
of Israel. The first by Rabbi Schwartzman: "As Congregation 
Children of Israel enters upon its second century, we are 
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tended the Centenial Rededication service. The Temple was 
thronged beyond its seating capacity, and, at the hour of 
8~15, Rabbi Schwartzman led the visiting dignitaries to 
their seats upon the Pulpit. The services ~ere opened with 
the invocation of Rabbi Henry R. Goldberger, spiritual lead
er of the Augusta Orthodox Synagogue, Adas Yeshuron, and the 
blessin3 over the Sabbath candles was spoken by Mrs. Sylvan 
D. Schwartzman. Rabbi Schwartzman read the Sabbath evening 
service during which he recited a special prayer of rededica
tion which concluded with the "Shehecheyonu,""Praised art 
Thou, 0 Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who has granted 
us life, sustained us, and permitted us to commemorate this 
memorable hour." 

Greetings to the Congregation were then extended by the 
Honorable James J. Harbin, member of the City Council of Au
gusta acting in the place of the Mayor who was suddenly call
ed out of the city; the Reverend Cary N. Weisinger III, pas
tor of the First Presbyterian Church and President of the Au
gusta Protestant Ministirial Association, who paid tribute 
to the Temple in the name of the Christian community; and Ra
bbi Goldberger in behalf of the sister congregation, Ada~ Ye
shuron. 

Mrs. Leopold I. Cohen, President of the Temple Sister
hood, rose and officially presented to the Congregation a 
Centenial Scroll containing the names of every member of the 
Congregation, the roll of Temple men in service, and the re
cord of all who were present at the Banquet and service. 

Following his introduction by Rabbi Schwartzman who sta
ted that the Temple's Centenial observance woul~ be remember
ed not only for the hundred years of the Congregation's exis
tence but even more, for the presence of its honored guest 
speaker. Rabbi Maurice N. Eisendrath came forward to the 
pulpit and addressed the congregation upon the subject ''Isra
el's Secret Weapon." Israel's future, like its past, he 
maintained, is intertwined with protest against the outrages 
committed against its body and soul. The Jew likewise has 
been vitally conditioned to generous philanthropy and to a 
spiritual love of Zion. These elements are still part of 
the American Jewish milieu. But as essential as they all 
are, they are inconsequential without Israel's eternal 2rse
nal of faith. Neither protestation, charity, nor L1onism is 
sufficient to preserve the Jew. His secret weapon of life 
is still the faith that is culminated by an active Judiasm. 
To this end he exhorted the Congregation. "Let this Centen
ial Service of Rededication be truly one of personal reconse
cration to the religious tasks which lie beyond; let it be 
signalized by the common congregational will to build for 
the future. For only thus can it be demonstrated that you 
of Israel still posess our secret weapon'" 

The service continued with the Adoration and the reci
tation of the Kaddish in memory of "those who founded the 
Temple and who lent their lives to the culmination of a hun
dred years of Congregational achievement." The worshippers 
arose in tribute and remained standing for the hymn, 
"America" and the final benediction by Rabbi Schwartzman 
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of the United States. He also heard the call of a larger 
community and submitted his resignation in Ma~ of that year, 
but was persuaded by the Board to withdraw his resignation 
and remain in Augusta. He remained in Augusta until June of 
1947. 

At the 1944 annual meeting, Abe Friedman was reelectd 
President of the congregation and Adrian Cohen Sr. was vice 
President, Benedict Goldberg was Secretar~ And I.D. Shapiro 
was Treasurer. Heline Cohen once again became President of 
Sisterhood. Other board members were Leon Simon, Mose Slus
ky, Lee Blum, Al Rosenthal,Nathan Jolles, Ale~ Furst, Lewis 
Glasser, Edwin Epstein, and Dede Shapiro. The August 
meeting of the Board expressed sorrow at the death of long 
time member Max Tunkle. 

During his first tenure as President of the Congrega
tion, Abe Friedman initiated the polic~ of holding regular 
scheduled Board meetings instead cf meetings on an ''as reed
ed" schedule and also beginning with his tenure, the records 
of the Temple Board are intact. 

On April 16th, 1945, the members of the Tem~le board 
felt so strongly in favor of the establishment of the United 
Nations that the following letter was dispatched to Edward 
R. Stettinius, Secretary of State of the United 2tates. 
"Dear Mr. Secretar~~ Believing that the finest tribute to 
our late lamented President, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, was 
the achievement of 3 lasting peace, Congregation Children of 
Israel urges ~ou and all American delegates to the San F~an
cisco conference, to support the Dunbarton Oaks Propos0ls 
for the establishment of International Security. 0nlu when 
people are free in spirit, free fror1 want and fear, can the 
Brotherhood of Man be firmly established throughout the 
world and peace and good will re1~n upon the edrth. You 2nd 
~our collaberators have our sincere good wishes for the att
ainment of our highest national ideals at the Conference and 
be assured of our hearty cooperation in any way possible. 

Very Sincerely yours, 
Congreg2tion Children oflsrael 
B S. Goldber~, Sec'y" 

In May of 1945, the most festive and significant events 
of the Congreg2tion since the laying of the Cornerstone in 
1869 were held. The occassion was the 100th AnnivErsar~ of 
Congregation Children of Israel and this event was marked 
with a group of events that will Ion~ be remembered as one 
of the most important events in the history of the Congregat
ion. On Thursday evening, May 10, 1945, the Congre9aticn 
held its 100th annual meeting at the Bon Air Hotel and on 
the following evening, services were held in the Temple to 
honor this important event. Both of the local newspapers 
plus the Weekly Letter of the Rotary Club of Augusta and the 
Southern Israelite all recorded the important events of this 
week-end. The featured speaker at both the 100th Annual 
Meeting and the Centenial Rededication Service was Rabbi Mau
rice N. Eisendrath, who was the director of the Union of Ame
rican Hebrew Congregations and one of the most sought after 
speakers in the American Jewish Community. Those in atten-
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dance will always remember the moving events of this memora
ble week-end. In addition to his manu other posts and dut
ies, Rabbi Eisendrath served as chairman of the Post War Com
mission of the American Jewish conference and in t~is caraci
t:J addressed the f 1edg1 i ng United Nations in ,JunE? of 1945 on 
the plight of the Jews of the World at tha~ time. 

In order to get a clear understanding of the significan
ce of the events of the 100th Anniversary, I quote from a 
history of the events as compiled by Clarence Cohen and duly 
recorded in a book that he l:ept concerning this and other e
vents: "Congregation Children of Israel crnr1memPra.ted the 
100th annivers~ry of its founding in banquet, Frayer and 
meetin~; by celebration as well as by deed. For the 
centenial of the Congregation was marked not only by common 
rejoicing over the blessings of the past hundred years, but 
b:J assuring that the congregation could look forward to its 
second century with confidence and high hope. The 
Congregation has now initiated its plans for building a new 
Temple Center and has consecrated its ambitions tor the 
future bs establishing a nuclues of $50,000 as its Centenial 
Puilding Fund goal. 

The Centenial ceremonies began as 67 members and guests 
entered the crystal room of the Bon Air Hotel on the evening 
of Thursday, Ma~ 10th1 to enjoy the Tem~1e Centeni~! ban
quet and 100th Annual Meeting. The banquet table in the 
shape of a large Twas beautifull~ decorated with lovel~ flo
wers, and the hall was illuminated by the flickering 3low of 
candles. Six blue and white birthda~ cakes with candles 
gleaming and individual place cards and programs bearing the 
outlnes of the Temple symboli=ed the significance ot the occ
i:<.s ion. 

As the assemblage gathered at their places, Mr. A.A. 
Friedman, president of the congregation, called for the sing
ing of the national anthem and the congregation remained 
standing while Rabbi Sslvan D. Schwartzman, their spiritual 
leader, thanked the Almight~ for the privilige of witnissing 
this historic moment and prayed that God might be with the 
membership and inspire them as He had the generations who 
had been the pioneers of the Temple. 

Mr. Friedman then extended an official welcome to the 
honored guests and memtership: "With thanksgiving in our 
hearts for the blessing of this moment, and with gratitude 
to God for His Goodness toward the Congregation throughout 
the years, I bid ~ou welcome," he concluded his remarks. 

While the banquet was in progress, the stirring music 
of a harp pervaded the hall and the assemblage sat in the 
twilight of candlelight. The anniversary cakes were sliced 
for the dessert. 

At the conclusion of the dinner, Mr. Friedman rose and 
presided over the 100th Annual meeting. Annual reports by 
the officers of the congregation and the President of the 
Temple Sisterhood were given. Committee chairmen presented 
resumes of their activities during the year. The highlight 
of the meeting was reached when, climaxing the Centenial 
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theme of "Into a Second Century," the Con~regation voted 
their determination to build a new Temple Center. 

With the adjournment of the Annual meetins, Rabbi Sch
wartzman rose to present his Centenial paper, "The Temple 
throuqh a Centur';J", in : .. ohich hE' reconstructed i::he early l··i.s-
tor';J of the Congregation and stressed the factoYS of self 
sacrifice among the membershir and moder3ticn as the Tem
ple's polic~ in creating its form of American Judaism. 

The principal address of the evening was delivered b~ 
R2bbi Maurice N. Eisendr::ith, Director of l.t1£? '.lnior~ c:f 1'-lmeri··
can HebrE•w Congrega.tion5 E1nd outst.:<.ndi1i 1J li:c·.:.:dPr ·[11 P;!T;eric:an 
.Jewry. In a masterful anc:d:..ic:i::: of the foi··c:c:>::: Luhi c::h c:rE·<:·1t2cJ 
thE: Reform rnove•meni: in r'-imf?ric.:.~, Rabbi Ei~:endrDth, sr-;E«::if:inr3 
upcm the theme "Reform JudC:\ism: ThE! Ne:·-:t 112\\2) Yer.:•rs, "dt?C:l:?red 
that the future of liberal Judaism must be safc')uarded ag~in
st some of the pitfalls which now threaten it. lhere must 
be no schism of Reform energies and at the same time, it is 
manifestly suicidal for Reform Judaism to rem2in a stagnant 
religious philosophy. The glory of the Reform mo~ement has, 
in fact, Edu.1::\'.J!:: been its in5istence th.:11~ .Judaic:::m is=·· con-
st<3ntl'J adjustin'), evolvin'J faith. Nor must our liber;: .. l mr::-.·rr1-· 
bership withdraw from thE mainstr3m of American Jewish life. 
Reform congresation5 mu5t not surrender to splendid isola
tionshiF but, as in the past centur:..i mu5t be prepared to 
take their honored place alongside their Jewish brethre~. 
"Religion, he eloquently insisted, 
merely mouthing words of faith. It 
consequence t.ohich will, in the la.st 
sincerity of the Reform Jew." 

"dare not be content with 
is deeds of religious 
anal'.:}sis, determine the 

As Rabbi Eic:::endrath concluded, the entire audience roc:::e 
to its feet and ~pplauded for some length with m2nifest en
thusiasm and appreciation for his brilliant address. 

The Banquet came to a close as the gatherin') bowed 
their headc::: for the closing benediction by Rabbi Eisendrath 
in which he voiced the hope that it would be God's will that 
Congregation Children of Israel might grow from strength to 
strength in the championship of its liberal faith throughout 
the centur';:) to come. As the final "Amen" resounded through 
the hall, the 100th Annual Congregational Meeting passed in
to histor'j. 

The following afternoon at one o'clock at the Town Tav
ern, the Board of Trustees assembled for luncheon with Rabbi 
Eisendrath. The spirit of the Centen1al observance prev~il
ed as t hE· members of the P.oar d, in response:· to i· he chC:'.11 En1-· 
ge of their distinguished guest and their own Rabbi, set a 
Centenial Anniversary building fund goal of $50,000 for the 
erection 01' C:'. neu.1 S~mo.<gorJue. Mr. Is.rc=rel D. Sh2.pire.<, Build-· 
ing fund chairman, was empowered to act prompt!~ in the rais
ing of this sum, and the meeting adjourned after 3 o'clock 
with the Trustees inspired by the high resolves of the hour 
and enthusiastic over the prospects of attaining their desig
nated quota. 

That evening, Friday, May 11, at the Telfair Street Tem
ple, spiritual home of the Congregation, more than 300 per
sons from the Jewish and general community of Augusta at-
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BEYOND LIFE 

When we are commanded not to mourn excessively, Judaism 

teaches that our loved ones shall never be forgotten by those who 
come after them. The Sabbath closest to the anniversary of the 
death of a loved one is spent in the synagogue in respect for our 

beloved dead. The Memorial Services during the Festivals of 
Sukkot, Passover and Shavout are occasions to memorialize our 
loved ones by attendance. This Servic0 during Yorn Kippur marks 

another great occasion when the memory of our departed is hal
lowed in the precincts of the most sacred place in Judaism, the 
Synagogue. 

The purpose of our memorial prayers is not only to fulfill an 
obligation to the dead; it is also to form a bridge between our 
beloved and the land of the living. Death cannot be and is not the 
end of life. Humans transcend death in many altogether naturalis
tic fashions . They may be immortal biologically, through their chil
dren; in thought, through the survival of their memory; in influ

ence, by virtue of the continuance of their personality as a force 
among those who come atter them; and, ideally, through their 
identification with the timeless things of the spirit. 

When Judaism speaks of immortality, it has in mind all of 
these. But its primary meaning is that human beings contain some
thing independent of the flesh and surviving it, our consciousness 
and moral capacity, our essential personality, our soul. 

by Rabbi Joel Y. Zion 
(edited) 

YIZIZOR 
BOOK of REMEMBRANCE 

YOM KIPPUR 5774 SEPTEMBER 14, 2013 

~, 

CONGREGATION CHILDREN OF ISRAEL 
AUGUSTA, GEORGIA Cuba Family Archives



This Congregation Children of Israel Yizkor 
Book of Remembrance is dedicated to and is 
but a token of the love we have for those upon 
whose lives our own days are built. They shall 
live on in the hearts of those who cherish their 
memory. May the beauty of their lives abide 
among us as a living benediction. AMEN. 

"So long as we livef they too shall 
live, for they are now a part of usf 
as we remember them." 

i1Q1J'? K~Y,liJ ,o.,~1i??~ p1w ,o.,~01 K7.'? ?t< 
O"lli1t,'1 O"W11R Cl' i1~.,~~iJ .,~~~ nr:tp i1~1:J~ 

i:J?;:rip U'l':P~! n1~t¥~? 0'1l'liJP~ ,ll'l~lv iiJT~ 
P~~~ 1l)p~ Ol."T:1t?! 0'1>;1010 ?.ll# .OY;l71Y? 
.,., .cn~wJ-nK o.,"ni1 i1i:s-:i i1i:s-.,, t:P~?1y? 
1' ! 1' T : • •: • - - : • ! •: I • T : 

:1l;lKJ1 ,o~~~l;l ?.ll 01?~~ in11~1 .ci:i?o~ K1i1 
• p;;lJ$ 

0 God full of compassion , Eternal Spirit of the universe, 
grant perfect rest under the wings of Your Presence to 
our loved ones who have entered eternity. God of Mercy, 
let them find refuge forever in the shadow of Your wings, 
and let their souls be bound up in the bond of eternal life. 
The Eternal God is their inheritance. May they rest in 
peace, and let us say: Amen . 
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"In the chill of winter, the warmth of sum
mer, the joys of spring, and the touch of 
fall, we remember them." 

Beatrice Cohen 
Harry Cohen 

Lenard Cohen 
Rose Shapiro 

James Shapiro 
Jay Shapiro 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Jack & Jackie Shapiro 

Abe Shlaer 
Doris Grossman Shlaer 
Sidney Harmon Rifkin 
Helen Dolinsky Rifkin 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Marsha & Michael Shlaer 

James S. Siegel 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Terry Siegel Weaver & Family 
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Harriet Myers Friedman 
Bernard Friedman 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Myrna F. Silver 

Coleman Bernard Solursh 
Zelma Dorothy Solursh 

Charles L. Mullenax 
Doris E. Mullenax 
Allan M. Starkman 

Lovingly Remembered by 
The Solursh Family 

Joann Schaffer 
William Beardsley 
David Beardsley 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Marjorie Steiner 

Robert Sukloff 
Ethel H. Apfel 

Joseph R. Apfel 
Mimsie Geiger 
Walter Geiger 

Barret C. Apfel 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Arlene Sukloff 
Sid & Mark Sukloff 

Bonnie & Elliot Price 
Mara, Amy, & Jay Price 

Samuel Wolf 
Evelyn Wolf 
Alan Wolf 

Stephen Wolf 
George Sullivan 
Bonnie Sullivan 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Jeff & Vicki Wolf 

OUR RECENTLY DEPARTED 
YOM KIPPUR 2012 - YOM KIPPUR 2013 

Vanessa Abazary 

Jerry Apple 

Dorothy Berta Bernard 

Jean Birnberg 

Frank Davis 

Jacqueline Eunice Fink 

Tara Grinspun 

Arline Housman 

Gary Hunt 

Norman Kozak 

Lyle Leonard 

Leon Meyer 

Joy Moll 

Ruth Neck 

Elizabeth Parker 

Marvin Rifkin 

Barbara Rosen 

David Scharff 

Doris Simon 

Henry Simon 

Haldi Stepakof 

Alvin Werner 
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Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

ADA W. ABELMAN HARRY BEN BOLTON 

SHELTON MARK ABELMAN BENJAMIN A. BRAHIN 

RALPH PHILIP ABELMAN GERTRUDE K. BRAHIN 

BARON ABRAHAM DOROTHY LATO BRETT 

HANNAH BARON ABRAHAM MAX BRETT 

LOUIS ABRAMOVITZ HELEN RUBY BRIGMON 

RALPH ABRAMOVITZ FLORENCE BRIZEL 

JAY VINCENT ADDANTE SIDNEY B. BRODY 

JOSEPH BART ADDANTE. JR. ESTELLE A. BROOKS 

TALIA AGLER FANNIE COHEN BROOKS 

JOYCE L. AGRESS HENRY BROOKS 

NATHAN SAUL AGRESS LOUIS BROOKS 

LEO M. ALALOF HERMAN BROWN 

SARAH N. ALALOF ISADORE BROWN 

SYLVIA LEAH ALLEN PINA ASHER BROWN 

RALPH MILTON ALPERIN SADIE COHEN BROWN 

SYLVIA GREEN ALPERIN SIMON BROWN 

DAVID ARONOW SOLOMON BROWN 

SYLVIA ARONOW DORA BURNS 

ADELAIDE LEVY ASHER DORIS L. BURNSTEIN 

MOSES ASHER JACK BURNSTEIN 

RONNIE BAKER Ill MARTHA STEIN CHUMLEY 

HEYMAN BARR ADELINE LEVY COHEN 

ESKA BELL ADRIAN COHEN, SR. 

MARY FRIEDMAN BELLINO ANNA COHEN 

BILL BENJAMIN, SR. ANNABEL COHEN 

ROSINA P. BENJAMIN CLARENCE H. COHEN 

THELMA R. BLAIR FRIEDA H. COHEN 

ILSE BLANCK HARRY M. COHEN 

RUDY D. BLANCK I. H. COHEN 

WILLIAM H. BLANCK LEONA C. COHEN 

ELSIE WASSMAN BLUM LEOPOLD IRA COHEN 

LEE BLUM LOUIS COHEN ( 1908) 

SAMUEL BLUM LOUIS COHEN (1951 ) 

RALPH BOERCKEL, JR. MAURICE COHEN 

CAROLYN BOLTON RHODE G. COHEN 

2 

"When we have joys we yearn to share, 
we remember them." 

Dixie K. Nathan Jerome Epstein 
Harriet M. Nathan Barbara Ann Epstein 

Mildred B. KrasnofT Esther Berg Epstein 
Sollie KrasnofT Edwin S. Epstein, Jr. 

June Josefsberg Edwin S. Epstein, Sr. 
Ina Miller Julia M. Epstein 

Pearl Nathan Adolph Lesser 
Lovingly Remembered by Annie R. Lesser 
Steven Nathan & Children Simon Lesser 

Breinkah Miller 
Frances Schulman Gershen Laeb Miller 

Lovingly Remembered by Sarah Leah Miller 
Jay Pearlstein Rose Miller Lipsitz 

Rubin Lipsitz 
Ricki Rose Shaw Louis Scharff I 
Howard A. Shaw Louis Scharff II 

Norma Fried Phillips Miriam Scharff 
Lovingly Remembered by Roselle L. Scharff 
Their Children, William Ruth Epstein Scharff 

& Marjorie Phillips Lovingly Remembered by 

Theda Davis 
Dot & Lou Scharff 

Lovingly Remembered by Frederick Nelson Nevegold 
Twila Saitow & Family James Mark Orr 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Jerry Saitow Robin & Michael Scharff 

Lovingly Remembered by & Children 
Twila Saitow, Children 

& Grandchildren Howard P. Jolles 
Leo J. Straus 

Mary V. Straus 
Henry L. Schlifka 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Bernice Jolles Schlifka, 

Nathan & Lauren, 
Alan & Shannon, 
& Steven Jolles 
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"When we are lost and sick at heart, we 
remember them." 

Roslyn Levinson 
Lovingly Remembered by 
Bonnie & Ian Herskowitz 

Herman & Lola Herskowitz 
Candace Herskowitz 

David Ledden 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Jenifer Ledden Jensen 
Blake & Sydney Ledden 

Jack Klensin 
Helen Klensin 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Robert & Francine Klensin 

Jacob, Hannah & Todd, 
Rachel & Jared 

Carol Myers 
Ronald Myers 
David Weiner 
Hilda Weiner 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Joey & Jill Korn & Family 

Channah Korn 
Deborah Gittel Korn 

Miriam Korn 
YosefKorn 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Joey & Jill Korn & Family 

Jack & Linda Korn & Family 
Rob & Helen Bissel & Family 
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Helen Gorman 
George Gorman 

Bernard Kruskol 
Sylvia Kruskol 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Elaine & Nathaniel Kruskol 

Phyllis Brody 
Emanuel Brody 

Pearl Kunkel 
Joseph Kunkel 
Renee Phares 

Lovingly Remembered by 
June & Burton Kunkel, 

&Family 

Joseph J Lutin 
Ethel W. Lutin 

Lovingly Remembered by 
William Lutin & Kerry Kline 

Sol Miller 
Esther Miller 
Wolf Schlifka 

Hannah Schlifka 
Germaine (Schlifka) 

Quatrevaux 
Charlotte (Schlifka) 

Quatrevaux 
Marie Rousseau 
Giselle Schlifka 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Arthur & Jackie Miller 

Stephen J. Nachman 
Robert Michael Nachman 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Sandra Nachman 

Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

SAMUELLA L. COHEN 

SOPHYE LEE COHEN 

LEES G. COLE 

JEROME R. CUMINS 

PHYLLIS LEVY CUMINS 

HELEN B. DARLING 

MOSE M. DARLING 

GEARY DAVID 

VICTORIA DAVID 

HARRY L. DAVIS 

IDA D. DAVIS 

MORRIS DAVIS 

RUTH DAVIS 

HERMAN DESSAUER 

SARA B. DESSAUER 

SARAH DESSAUER 

GERTRUDE R. DIAMANT 

AILEEN M. EISENMAYER 

RALPH W. EISENMAYER 

CHARLES ENTIN 

HAROLD ENTIN 

LEON ENTIN 

SADIE ENTIN 

BARBARA ANN EPSTEIN 

EDWIN S. EPSTEIN, JR. 

ESTHER BERG EPSTEIN 

JEROME EPSTEIN 

JULIA M. EPSTEIN 

JOHN ERLITZ 

MAXWELL J. ESTROFF 

NAOMI ESTROFF 

THOMAS A. FEIERTAG 

BONNIE HAMMER FEILER 

DORIS R. FELDMAN 

STANLEY FELDMAN 

BELLE E. FINE 

MILTON FINE 

HATTIE FLEISHMAN 

EDWARD FORRESTER, JR. 

CHARLES A. FREEDMAN 

LOUIS M. FREEDMAN 

ABRAHAM AARON FRIEDMAN 

HENRIETTA ELIZABETH FRIEDMAN 

RACHELS. FRIEDMAN 

SOLOMON FRIEDMAN 

STEPHEN EDWARD FRIEDMAN 

RAY C. FUERTH 

ANNE FURST 

ROBERT ALAN FURST 

GERSHON GINSBURG 

THELMA DAUER GINSBURG 

LEWIS GLASSER 

RUBY S. GLASSER 

ETHEL R. GLASSMAN 

DAVID GLICKMAN 

ALEXANDER GOLDBERG 

BENEDICT STOLL GOLDBERG 

BERT SCHRAMECK GOLDBERG 

ESSIE LEVY GOLDBERG 

IRA GOLDBERG 

JEANETTE K. GOLDBERG 

JOSEPH S. GOLDBERG 

MICHAEL GOLDBERG 

RABBI NORMAN M. GOLDBURG 

ROSE GOLDBURG 

EDGAR L. GOLDENBERG 

GLORIA GOLDENBERG 

HEDWIG L. GOLDENBERG 

HERMAN GOLDENBERG 

JOSHUA CARL GOLDENBERG 

FRANCES GOLDMAN 

FRANK M. GOLDMAN 
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Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

JEROME GOLDSMITH 

JUNE GOLDSMITH 

BIRDIE S. GOLDSTEIN 

DAVID CARL GOLDSTEIN 

LEONARD GOLDSTEIN 

STANLEY H. GOLDSTEIN 

AMY S. GOODMEN 

SIMEON GOODMEN 

IDA R. GOODRICH 

SAMUEL GOODRICH 

BENJAMIN GREENBAUM 

MILDRED GREENBERG 

GWENDOLYN L. GREENBLATT 

ROBERT B. GREENBLATT 

MITCHELL BARRETT GROSS 

RUTHE. HAAS 

THEODORE HAAS 

ANNA HAMMER 

BENJAMIN HAMMER 

RUTH HAMMER 

STANLEY J. HAMMER 

ROSE S. HARKINS 

MORRIS HARRIS 

ROSALIE HARRIS 

SEYMOUR S. HARRIS 

HERBERT L. HERMAN 

LILLIAN HILLIS 

ELSIE SOLOMON HIRSH 

ADELE R. HONIG 

MORRIS BENJAMIN HONIG 

HARRY HOROWITZ 

BESSIE DOLGIN ITZKOW 

HYMAN ITZKOW 

IDA K. ITZKOW 

ISADORE ITZKOW 

ABRAHAM JACOBOWITZ 
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NETTIE G. JACOBOWITZ 

RACHEL AMANDA JOHNSON 

HOWARD P. JOLLES 

NATHAN JOLLES 

MARTHA C. JONES 

JUNE JOSEFSBERG 

EVA FELDMAN JUSTA 

SAMUEL H. JUSTA 

JENNY KALISKY 

MICHAEL KALISKY 

ROBERT LOUIS KOHEN 

ISRAEL KOLONEL 

ELIAS KOPPEL 

ABRAM KORN 

ELIZABETH W. KORN 

MILTON KRAMER 

MILDRED KRASNOFF 

SOLLIE KRASNOFF 

LEO KRUMBEIN 

ANNIE P. KUNNES 

PEARL KUNNES 

REUBEN AARON KUNNES 

SIDNEY J. KWASS 

FRANCES LAND 

RAY FREIMAN LANDE 

HELEN JUANITA LEPIANKA 

ROSALIND LERMAN 

NATHAN LESOWITZ 

ADOLPH LESSER 

ANNIE R. LESSER 

SIMON LESSER 

ABRAM LEVY (1879) 

ABRAM LEVY ( 1937) 

BEATRICE LEVY 

FANNYE K. LEVY 

IDA B. C. LEVY 

• 

, . 

"In the rising of the sun and in its going 
down, we remember them." 

Arthur St. Martin 
Peter St. Martin 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Gail Erlitz & David St. Martin, 

Ethan & Jonathan 

Vincent J. Castor 
Jennie Castor Makai 

Stefan Etersque 
Rose Sapowitz Etersque 

Joseph Sapowitz 
Lovingly Remembered by 
Gus & Joanne Etersque 

Harry Feldman 
Lillian Schwartz Feldman 

Sarah Gorney Feldman 
John Franklin Ray 

Verna Fant Ray 
Lovingly Remembered by 
Stuart & Genieve Feldman 

William S. Feldman 

Claire F. Freedman 
Benton E. Freedman 

Grace Newton 
Dewey Newton 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Sandra & Murray Freedman 

Daniel Isaac Cohen 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Friends 

Carl Knittel 
Etta Knittel 

Manie Goldenberg 
Mary Vardas 

Lou Levy 
Bill Maunsel 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Jack & Cathy Goldenberg 

Helen Gottlieb 
Bernard Gottlieb 

Elaine Gottlieb Gartner 
Leonard Gottlieb 

Irene Frassa 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Marc & Pam Gottlieb 

Mordechai Grinspun 
Malka Grinspun 
Sadoc Avzaradel 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Al & Lily Grinspun 

Harry Hand.finger 
Ida Hand.finger 
Stanley Hunter 
Harry Weisberg 
Rose Weisberg 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Harvey & Alaine Hanc!fi.nger 

Haldi Stepakof 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Sandy, Eric, Rachel 
& Lauren Helling 
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"In the beginning of the year and when it 
ends, we remember them." 

Ralph Abramovitz 
Theodore (Ted) Haas 

Ruth Haas 
Lovingly Remembered by 
Ila Abramovitz, Barbara, 
Jonathan & Dianna Mintz, 
Chris Tullis, David, Sonja 

& Lucy Abramovitz 

Stanley Moll 
Joy Moll 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Melissa & Brian Apple 

& Children 

Barbara Lapid 
Leah Bleetstein 
Dana Williams 

Elizabeth Williams 
Lovingly Remembered by 
Sarah Bobrow-Williams 

Aaron Meyers 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Jean, Allan, Marc 
&Arch Brody 

Helen "Ruby" Brigmon 
Lovingly Remembered by 

The Brigmon Family 

Louis Bromer 
Lovingly Remembered by 

Fannie Bromer 

Ilene Bronson 
Marcia Falk 

Nathan Bronson 
Elizabeth Bronson 

Lovingly Remembered by 
The Bronson Family 

Frances Feldman Dunn 
Maurice Dunn 
Solomon Dunn 

Gitel (Jenny) Dunn 
Mose Feldman 

Fannie Feldman 
Dave Feldman 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Rosalyn Dunn Bush 

Verta Bernard 
Irwin Eiring 

Lovingly Remembered by 
The Eiring Family 

Bernard A. Epter 
Lillian Epter 

William Epter 
Sadie Sussman 
Louis Sussman 

Fay Bernard Herman 
Jack Bernard 

Adele Schinski 
Dr. LeRoy Diamond 

Lovingly Remembered by 
Richard & Wendy Epter 
Jessica, Erica, Sydney, 

Hillary & Alicia 

• 

Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

I. CLARENCE LEVY 

JACK H . LEVY 

JACOB H. LEVY 

MILDRED FERST LEVY 

SAMUEL LEVY 

SAMUEL F. LINN 

HELEN S. LIPSITZ 

HYMAN LIPSITZ 

ROSE LIPSITZ 

RUBIN LIPSITZ 

BELLE LIPSON 

JACK LIPSON 

DR. FRANK DAVID LOW 

FRANK J. LOW 

LEONA JANE SLUSKY LOW 

JULIUS LOWENSTEIN 

MARTHA LOWENSTEIN 

GLORIA STEINBERG LUNTZ 

ETHEL WOLF LUTIN 

JOSEPH JUDAH LUTIN 

BELLE S. MARKS 

ISAAC MARKS 

JACK MARKS 

MORRIS MARKS 

FLORENCE RENICH MATHIAS 

DORIS MELCHER 

EUGENE H. MELCHER 

NAN MELCHER 

WILLIAM MELCHER 

CLIFFORD MELDRUM 

RONNI SELWYN MELDRUM 

GWEN LIPSITZ METZGER 

FRANCES EPSTEIN MEYER 

KENNETH D. MEYER 

SOL MEYER 

JULIUS MILLER 

MARVIN MILLER 

ROBERT BRUCE MILLER 

RANDALL H. MILLER 

CORINNE S. MOTHNER 

JANE MOTHNER 

JOSEPH MOTHNER 

LEOPOLD MOTHNER 

SAM MOTHNER 

DAVID NACHMAN 

STEPHENJ. NACHMAN 

DIXIE K. NATHAN 

HARRIET M. NATHAN 

DR. LEON R. NATHAN 

SARAH NATHAN 

NATHAN M. NEEDLEMAN 

RAE G. NEEDLEMAN 

ELSIE OCUIN 

BETTY PADILLA 

LYLE HOWARD PARR 

STEVEN W. PATCH 

CHARLES PEARL 

HANNAH PEARL 

ABRAHAM PEARLSTEIN 

AGNES C. PEARLSTEIN 

ANNIE PEARLSTEIN 

CHARLES A. PICQUET 

LOUIS PINTCHUCK 

AGNES V. PLATZBLATT 

ANNIE PLATZBLATT 

JACK PLATZBLATT 

ABRAM POMERANCE 

ANNA POTASH 

SAUL DEWITT POWELL 

RUTH COHEN PRINSKY 

BENNIE MARTIN PRISANT 

DORA W. PRISANT 
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Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

HARRY MARTIN PRISANT 

MARTIN MICHAEL PRISANT 

MICHAEL PRISANT 

MILTON PRISANT 

MOZELLE COSPER PRISANT 

LILLIAN RATTNER 

SIDNEY RATTNER 

RACHEL RAUER 

DOROTHY JOLLES ROBIN 

HARRY ROBIN 

JACOB A. ROSENBAUM 

ADOLPH ROSENTHAL 

ALBERT JULES ROSENTHAL, SR. 

AMELIA J. ROSENTHAL 

STANLEY HARRIS ROSENTHAL 

THERESA S. ROSENTHAL 

ADOLPH J. RUBENSTEIN 

DAVID RUBENSTEIN 

DORA SHAPIRO RUBENSTEIN 

HARRIETT RUBENSTEIN 

HERMAN ISADORE RUBENSTEIN 

HERMAN L. RUBENSTEIN 

ISRAEL RUBENSTEIN 

MAX RUBENSTEIN 

MINA LEE RUBENSTEIN 

NELL D. RUBENSTEIN 

SABET RUBENSTEIN 

DAVID RUBIN 

ETTA KAPLAN RUBIN 

JERRY SAITOW 

LOUIS SCHARFF II 

MIRIAM SCHARFF 

ROSELLE L. SCHARFF 

RUTH EPSTEIN SCHARFF 

LEWIS J. SCHAUL 

MINNIE P. SCHAUL 

GISELLE SCHLIFKA 
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HENRI LEON SCHLIFKA 

CHARLES H. SCHNEIDER 

EDA L. SCHNEIDER 

HARRIET M. SCHNEIDER 

JACOB SCHNEIDER 

MOLLYE P. SCHNEIDER 

JAKE SCHRAMECK 

LEAH SCHRAMECK 

LEE SCHRAMECK 

PEARL 0. SCHRAMECK 

ELMER A. SCHRECK 

MARVIN SCHUSTER 

SARAH SCHUSTER 

HANNY SCHWARZ 

OTTO B. SCHWARZ 

ANNA B. SELWYN 

BLANCHE SELWYN 

HY SELWYN 

ISAAC I. SELWYN 

ELLIOTT CECIL SEROTTA 

EVE SEROTTA 

HAROLD I. SHAPIRO 

LOUIS SHAPIRO 

RANDY A. SHAPIRO 

SADYE R. SHAPIRO 

EDWARD SIEGELSON 

ROSE SIEGELSON 

CHARLES SILBERT 

RAE BARCHAN SILBERT 

ALLAN M. SILVER 

DAVID SILVER 

DR. D. MARION SILVER 

SAMUEL SILVERSTEIN 

ISAAC SIMMONS, JR. 

ISAAC SIMMONS, SR. 

KITTIE BURNS SIMMONS 

BERTHA R. SIMON 

Those whose names are listed below 
have been memorialized in perpetuity on 
the memorial plaques in our sanctuary. 

ISRAEL SIMON 

MAX SIMON 

ANN L. SIMOWITZ 

BERNARD A. SIMOWITZ 

BESS SIMOWITZ 

HANNAH SIMOWITZ 

LOUIS SIMOWITZ 

MAE LERMAN SIMOWITZ 

SAM SIMOWITZ 

"TEMIE" SIMOWITZ 

ESTELLE M. SINSHEIMER 

MAURICE B. SINSHEIMER. JR. 

MAURICE B. SINSHEIMER, SR. 

HELINE C. SISKIN 

ROSE ABRAMOVITZ SLINGER 

BELLA BARR SLUSKY 

DAVID SLUSKY 

MOSES SLUSKY 

ROSALIND N. SLUSKY 

JACOB SMITH 

ELMORE SOLOMON 

COLEMAN BERNARD SOLURSH 

ZELMA DOROTHY SOLURSH 

HYMAN STADIEM 

YETTA SCHAPIRO STADIEM 

HARRY STARK 

RAY STARK 

CECIL STAVINS 

FLORENCE OHRNSTEIN STAVINS 

MASCOT S. STEINAU 

ALLEN K. STEINBERG 

EDITH STEINBERG 

ELIZABETH STEINBERG 

SARA B. STEINBERG 

SOLOMON HARRIS STEINBERG 

SUE STEINBERG 

BEN H. STEINE 

CECIL G. STEINE 

JENNIE ROSA STEINE 

JOSEPH STEINE 

LUCILLE B. STEINE 

M. HARRY STEINE 

BARBARA ANN STEINER 

LEO STEINER 

ALLAN STEPANSKY 

MYRNA STEPANSKY 

LEO JACK STRAUS 

MARY V. STRAUS 

ROBERT S. SUKLOFF 

STANLEY SWEENEY 

ROSE C. TRINCHER 

MAX TUNKLE 

PAULINE K. TUNKLE 

LIAM VILENSKY 

BESSIE GOLD VOGEL 

RAE WALLERSTEIN 

MILDRED R. WALSH 

STELLA WASSMAN WEIL 

WILLIAM L. WEIL 

ARTHUR WETHERHORN 

DAVID WETHERHORN 

FANNYE WETHERHORN 

JACQUELINE J. WETHERHORN 

SIDNEY I. WIESNER 

ELIZABETH M. WILLIAMS 

L. PALMER WILLIAMS 

ALICE C. WITTENBERG 

BART DAVID WITTENBERG 

MARGARET WITTENBERG 

MORRIS WITTENBERG 

AARON WOLACH 

TINAWOLACH 

JACK D. WYLAND 

HELENE ZUNGLAR 
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